
Now, its protection and enhancement is a unique project of Bushland Conservation, the
Perenjori Hills Sanctuary.

Alison Goundrey has spent the last decade on career no 4! Citizen Science Co-
ordinator with the Conservation Council of WA and volunteering in the role with the
Carbon Neutral Citizen Science program.

Previous careers as a Secondary School Teacher, multiple wine industry roles across
Australia and Europe and finally working in the world of the Arts all in their way ‘job
training’ for this ultimate and most fulfilling role.

 

Talk 3: Seabirds and Climate Change in Western Australia

Climate change has impacted seabird populations off the west coast of Western Australia
in a variety of ways.

Sea-level was a major factor influencing the distribution of seabirds during the Holocene.
However, since the onset of the Anthropocene (broadly after the onset of the Industrial
Revolution) human induced climate change has become a major driver.

Changes in seabird populations are rarely the direct result of rising air or sea-
temperature, as one might expect or predict using bio-climatic models. Rather it is mainly
shifts in the abundance, seasonality and distribution of marine prey species that is driving
population dynamics. Social behaviour associated with coloniality influences changes in
breeding distribution triggered by prey availability.

This talk will look at the recent population dynamics of the tropical dark terns (Bridled and
Sooty Terns, Common Noddies) , Fairy Terns, Little Penguins and White-faced Storm-
petrels breeding in Western Australian waters.

Dr Nic Dunlop, Citizen Science Co-ordinator CCWA, has been following the population
dynamics of Western Australian seabirds for over 40 years. Real jobs (involving payment)
as an environmental practitioner were selected to accommodate the time needed for this
obsession. The Bridled Tern colony on Penguin Island has been studied continuously
since 1986 (39 years) and the Common Noddies and Sooty Terns on Lancelin Island
since 1994 (29 years). Nic has a long ‘tern’ view which is handy if you want to understand
the impacts of marine climate change.

 

Talk 4: Successful suppression of feral cats

Prior to initiating any methods of control, the Matuwa Kurrara Kurrara National Park had
25-30 feral cats per 100km of transect. After 22 years of trial and error and learning we
now record 3-5 cats per 100 km. The long investment in management is paying dividends
– Matuwa now has the strongest bilby population in WA, small dasyurids such as
mulgara and kaluta are reappearing, and highly vulnerable species such as boodies are
being reintroduced outside fenced refuges.

Dr Cheryl Lohr is a senior research scientist employed in Biodiversity and Conservation
Science at the Western Australia Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA). Cheryl has a wide array of experience in wildlife ecology and
invasive species management with a BSc (2004) and MSc (2007) in Natural and



Agricultural Science from The University of Western Australia (UWA) and a PhD (2012) in
Natural Resources and Environmental Management from the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. Cheryl has worked to further development of the feral cat ERADICAT® bait,
researched the use of wildlife contraceptives, studied the human dimensions, cultural
aspects, and cost-benefit analysis of managing introduced animals, and developed
habitat maps, island biosecurity models, species-interaction models, and systematic
conservation planning software. She is a member and scholarship recipient of The
Wildlife Society and the Australasian Wildlife Management Society.

Dr Cheryl Lohr, BSc (hon.), MSc, PhD

Senior Research Scientist – Goldfields Region

Biodiversity Science and Conservation, Animal Science Program

Dept. Biodiversity, Conservation, and Attractions

Talk 5: Giles Watson, sharing some of his insights of the awe inspiring Eungedup
Wetlands and reading excerpts from his new book “Eungedup- A Wetlands Summer
Diary” to be published by Fremantle Press in 2026.

Giles Watson is a writer, historian and teacher of English and Drama who lives in
Albany/Kinjarling, W.A.  He lived in the UK for 18 years, returned to Western Australia in
2013 and having made a donation  towards the purchase of Eungedup Wetlands. He
wrote Eungedup: A Wetland Summer Diary, which chronicles his quest to gain a sense of
belonging in his new home. He is fascinated with ancient landscapes and natural history
and has worked as a volunteer in wildlife rehabilitation, specialising in orphaned and
injured owls.

Next Committee Meeting

When: Thursday 17 April 10:00 – 12:00

Where: DEC Meeting Room

Notes: Meeting Agenda sent by Email

Next Outing:

When:

Where: 



Denmark Bird Group - Planned
Events

Bird Talks 9: Threats and Solutions

When: 10 May 2025, 9:00 to 12:00

Where: Shire of Denmark Reception Room, 953 South Coast Highway, Denmark

Programme: see Poster below

Tickets: to reserve seats click on trybooking QR Code on Poster below or use this
link:  http://www.trybooking.com/DANXY If all the tickets have been taken you can join
the “waitlist”.

If you are unable to attend, please contact us at enquiries@denmarkbirdgroup.org so
that we can re-allocate tickets to people on the waitlist.
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