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ST.AFF NOTES 

The Supervising Inspector 9 Mr. J.E. Bram-
1.ey, will visit Mandurah, Bunbury and. Shark Bay during 
the month. 

Cadet Inspector K. Kunzli resigned :t'rom 
the service as :t'rom April 26. 

Assistant Inspector T. B. Baine·s has. 
joined Assistant Inspector GaHo Lyon on the 11Koorul­
dhoo11 at the Abrolhos. 

Technical Officer L.G. Smith will carry 
out a mullet tagging programme at Sharlr Bay in June. 

Inspector N.E. McLaughlan commenced 
annual leave on April 23 and was married to Miss Sylvia 
Stephen on April 28. A Ranleigh silver tray was pre­
sented to the young couple :rrom the Superintendent and 
sta:t':t' with their very be9t wishes. During Mr. McLaugh­
lan1s absence, Relieving Inspector A.K. Melsom is in 
charge o:r the Shark Bay district. 

. Inspector R. M. Craw:rord 9 o:r Gerald ton, . · 
will commence annual leave on May 15 and will be married 
to Miss Jean McBean on May 26. During Inspector Craw­
flDrd's absence~ Relieving Inspector A.K. Melsom will. 
take over the Geraldton dist~ict. 

Inspector H.J. Murray 1 is assisting In­
apector w. Davidson in the Fremantle district. 
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Of~icers who resumed duty in April after 
annual leave were Inspector J.L. Gallop, of Bunbury, 
Assistant Inspector M.J. Simpson, of Mandurah, and .Mr. 
I. Bartholomew,of Head Office. 

. Mr. Stanley La Roche joined the staff as 
an assistant inspector on April 23. At the present 
time he is <e:r:igaged on duties in the metropolitan dis­
trict, under Senior Inspector J.E. Munro. 

Mr. Roland McKay is expected to commence 
duties as a cadet inspector on May 14. 

Captain H.c.w. Piesse, assisted by In­
··-·spector C.R~C. Haynes and Cadet Inspector D. Wright, 

will .bring the research vessel "Lancelin" to Fremantle 
towards the end of this month; 

In.specter R~M. Morton, who has been 
Spending a short time at sea Witb the pearling fleet to 
gain personal experience of condftions, is expected to 
return to Broome shortly. · · 

Inspectors W. Davidson and A.J. Bateman 
1:iot.);l suffered crayfish poisoning last month, out 
remained on duty. 

Mr. H~ B. Shugg, Fauna Protection Office r,. 
will .accompany Technical Of;eicer J. Traynor to Dumbl :J­
yung on May. 10 and will be joined there by Mr. Ray 
Aitken; a jfrominent naturalist. The party intends to 
proceed '. the next day to the Twertup Creek area, north 
o.f Bremer Bay, to carry out a week's fauna survey, with 
special attention to mallee fowl. 

OBITUARY 

. We read with regret of the death Qf Mr. 
Daniel McDaniel last month. 

As a young man !;fr. · McDaniel was engaged 
in pearling at Onslow, but later moved to Broome where 
he built up on.e of the "biggest fleets of luggers in the 
industry. 

In recent years· he had lived in ~etirement 
and had lef't · b,is business in the charge of his son Terry~ 
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BABBAGE ISLAND WHALING STATION 

The Qomn,:i.qpy,~~),,.th .. :® :ye:mment on April 16 
announced its decision to sell the Australian Whaling 
Commission's Carnarvon station to Nor'-West Whaling Co. 
Ltd. This company operates the land station at Point 
Cloates, just south o:r North-West Cape. Al t ·hou$h no 
f'igure was mentioned by the Minister :ror T:rade , CMr. 
McEwen) when making his announcement, it hais- since b·e-e:ii 
learned that · the purchase price was £880,000, or 
£260,000 more thari that tendered by the Government o:r 
Western Australia. 

According to reports :from time to time 
issued by the Whaling Commission, the total amount 
advanced by the Commonwealth Treasury was £1,375,000. 
A substantial portion o:r this su,rn has already been 
repaid 'and a big sum salted down in Gove_rnment securities. 
The net profit since the Commission went into production 
in 1951 was almost £900,000. 

I:f Nor'-West Whaling co. Ltd. can 
operate as · successfully as ·· the Commission - and there is 
no sound reason why it should not...; the company, whose 
overheads must be lower, should pay :for the whole plant 
in 5 years. · 

Tt was certainly a good buy. 

DUCK BANDING 

~he Department's duck banding programme 
continued during April. 

Technical o:r:ricer J. Traynor, who is in 
charge o:r the :field work, again was successful in 
banding over 200 ducks . during the month. Operating at 
Yere Yere and Yathroo stations in the Dandaragnn dis­
trict, he trapped and ·banded 140 grey teal, 78 black 
duck, 20 maned geese and . 2 white-eyed duck, the latter 
being the :first o:r this species :banded. Having the 
previous month completed the original order o:r 3,000 
bands of' the English No. 4 size,. he was able to commE:;nce 
on a new series- of' two di:ff'eren t sizes - Nos. 3 and 4. • 
The black duck, maned geese and 1white-eyed duck band~d 
during the month were ringed with No. 4 bands and the 
grey teal with No. 3~ 

. I 
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The No. 3 bands are numbered 4001 to 
6000, and the No. 4 1 6001 to 8000. 

The total number of birds banded this 
year is 785 - a _very satisfactory figure consideririg 
that banding did not commence until the middle of 
February. This makes a grand total of 3199 birds banded 
since the incept'ion of the scheme in June, 1952. 

Recoveries : >_Six bands wer,e recovered during the month -
5 of them b113.qk duck and one ·- grey teal. One of the most 
intere~ting :·rEtcoveries was that. of No. 3274 1 which was 
from a · bir~ banded at Cape _Riche in February, 1955, and 
recovered by Mr. A.G. GD.rdin~r, _ of Burekup on the Collie 
.River, 190 miles away from .its banding site. 

I 

Band 
No. 

Date 
Banded 

I ' I I Place Wheret Date of . 1 Place Where Distance 
Banded I Recover·y Recovered !Travelled 

2329 14.2.54 Moora 
Bl~0k Duck I 

· 1.1.56 5 miles Wo 
of Gingin 50 miles 

3523 19.2.56 Ke~dale, 
Belmont 

Bokan Lake 
21.,4.56 E. Narrogin 

District 120 11 

3598 21 ~-2. 56 I Queen's 
Gardens · 21.4.56 Wannamal . 60 11 

3788 11.3.56 Dumbleyung 12.4.56 Salt Lake, 
5 m. sth. of 
Wagin l 22 

I 
3274 3.2.55 8ape Riche Apr'56 Burekup, j190 

Grey Teal 
! 

3790 11. 3. 56 Dumbleyung - 12.4. 56 

.. , . ; . 

----- --- -

Co_llie Rive~ 

On 1 a farm 3 m. 
south of 
Durrib 1 eyung 3 

II 

II 

II 

/ 
/ 

I 
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STAFF NOTES 

. ·. The Clerk-in-Charge. (Mr. B.R.· Saville). 
retu:rned to Perth on March 2, after.an inspection of 
crayf'ish processing works and grounds at Lancelin and 
Ledge Point. 

. Inspector N. E. McLaughlan, of' Shark Bay, 
will m?,i,ry Mi-ss Sylvia Stephen at st. Andrewts Chul"ch, 
Perth, on April 28. Mr. McLaughlan will be on annual 
leave f:ttom April 23 to·· May 13. 

Our congratulations a!le extended to Mr. 
Ian Bartholomew, of' Head Of:rice, who recently became 
·engaged· to be married to Miss. Dorothy Morrison, of' 
Highgate. Mr. Barthqlomew will commence annual leave 
on April 16 .. 

Cadet I11spe.ctor•L.W. Duncan resumed duty 
after sick leave on March 19.· He is stationed at p!lesent 
in the metropolitan area. 

Inspector J.L. Gallop commenced three 
weeks' annual leave on March 26. During his absence 
·Relieving Inspector A.K. Melsom is in charge of' the 
Bunbury district. 

Assistan·t Inspector T. B. Baines resumed 
duty af'ter annual leave on March 26. 

Assistant Inspector M.J. :Simpson will com­
mence three weeks' _annual leave on April 3. 

I 
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Technical Officer J.S. Simpson and Fauna 
_ Warden G. Q. Jeffery-visited the Shoalwater Bay fauna 
·· sanctuiiry on March 27 and erected notices on Shag, 
Seal and Bird Isl~ds. No nesting was taking place at 
that time. Later- they -- werit to Thompson Lake, another 
fauna sanctuary, and took water samples and tempera­
tures as it was thought that this Lake mi,ght_ be suitable 
~or :p:Lant;i.ng wj_ th trout. -·-- -· · ---· 

Technical Officer J. Tr1:1yrior . visited the 
Dumble_yl,Ulg d.is.t.ri-c-t- a-nd Wardering t~ke ( south-west of 
Wagiri; <iuring the month on duck banding expeditions. 

SALE OF WHALING ST,.h..TI,_QN 

Consideriable space has -been' devo·ted by 
the local press to the proposed sale by the Commonweal th 
Government of the Australian Whaling Commission's · 
whaling station at C.arna_rvon. At the time of this issue 
going. to ·print · no decision :had: been. ·announced, but the 

- Pr,emier (MF. HB;wke)' ·~1.ad revealed !- that the State Govern­
, -mE:mt ,had made an of':t;'e r to the Commonweal th t ·o purchase 

the station for £62 0 ,000, payable in five annual instal­
ments. Mr. Hawke said _that a departmental committee, 

-:led/ b-y<the -Under Treasurer (Mr. _H;W. Byfield) had 
~, f11r.nl:shed-·a repo·rt on .which Cabinet's decision_- was 
- based.-·_· The Superi,nte'ri,dent (Mr. Fraser) was a member of 

the .Commi·ttee. -· The' ·'.Premier added tha.t if': ·the ,offer were 
accepted, all profits received would be spent on the 
development of the _No:r,th-West. 

--' As · the -Whal-ing season: _ opens on . Nr. ay 1, 
early advice as to the disposal of the station and its 
three whale cll_as_e_rs is expect,ed. 

FURTHER INTERES-T.ING .ARTICLES AVAILABLE 
. . · c..,:._- ":.lQ~~C':i-7' ....-!-_.._....,,,.. 

• i - . • 

As was for,ecast. .in the previous issue of 
- -this Bulletin-~ ruiotlier iis t . o:f: us ef'ul articles appearing 

in ·publications received in this office is reproduced 
below. 

Any j_r,spector interested in any of the 
articles may borr·cvi the periodical provided that he 
looks after i t and returns it reasonably promptly. 

j: 

,. 
,: 
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DUCK BANDING ·~: .' 

Duck banding _'. con. tiii'iJ.-~d , apace during Marci+, . 
reports Technical Officer J. · ·Trayn'or 1 Who is in charge 
of ~he field work of this research programme. Two 
hundred and fiftythree ducks wer~ trapped and marked, 
bringing .the total number of ducks b_anded since the 
inception of the scheme -(~n.June, . 1952) to 2959. Of . 
the birds . banded 'in March, ·27 ( all black d11ck) were 
trapped at Queen's Gardens, 26 (8 black duck and 18 
grey teal) were trapped in the Dumbleyung district and 
200 (of which only 5 were black duck and the remainder 
grey teal) at Wardering Lake in the Woodanilling dis­
trict. 

Recoveries : Only 5 bands were returned during the 
month and, as shown below, 4 were from black ducks and 
one from a pink-eared duck. The latter was the first 
band to be recovered from this species, which is not 
surprising . as only 4 have been banded • .. Two ·of the . 
rings r.ecovered from black .ducks. ·were :from ·recently 
bandeq. birds - one had .only :9:eeri r _eieased 1·1 days 
prior to its recovery a few miies away. It had died 
from the effects .of ·a body shot; but where this had 
happened it was impossible to say. · 

Band 
No. 

Date I Place Where j Date of Place .Where 1Distance 
Banded I Banded l Recovery Recovered Travelled 

11 . , ...,.... ____ i 

I 
Black Duck . .. .. . . . . 

l 

3762 Queen's 
.Qarden·s 

3 miles 

. 

2629 

13. 3. 56 ! 
I Lake 

Karrinyup 13.3.56 

11.3.56 

Monger's 
·Lake 15 II 

I 3569 21.2.56 Kewdale 

2472 5.;3,54 Wardering 
Lake 

Gundaring 
Lake · 

Wellesley 
River 

130 

90 
I 

Pink-eared Duck 

2307 

• 

10.2.54 Cookts Farm 
Moora 

, 

:Cook's Farm 
Moora l ----

-Afr , ~ sb , V t?l. V 

If 

II 

./ 

r 
I 
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·sT.AFF NOTE§. 

. _ ..... · Tlie :superi:rit{,ndent y Mr.. A~J., Fraser, 
visited _J9.panyS9#;';J~1JJ3:fy 9·; 10. isnd 1-t •· _H~ .. ;r~tt1.pn~d 
the :t' e. ~J:i e f 61 + q v(i:g,•~;--Lw§l ~~-1n { ~!!~ . C()l11J?B.:r!Y. '.0 :t' Ivlr.: ...• w ., 
Matthei .(~emberJ"ancJ.'."fMririHrBi'>:•pl111g~· fs8✓ g~etg:i:>y)·.ito, 
:preside at a meeti:r.rg 6:D the Fi-sherrn.'en 's'Adv'tt·sory : 
Ccnmnittee whiah took evidence_ from salmqn >f'lshermen 

· ..•.. irr"regarc!:,J"ttli~~pfalat"i0n.J y._(Pri,br:i_ty. ?-1119Iig __ ,N(?tt~:t'~). 
~0ff~~·l!{¥•;•s,~r~r1:c~f ~;6:tfA;J.1;)

2
~i; :,·?-npth9r_ :merti8~r": 6f' ·•• tn,e 

c~~:1;-~~e€3J_'"Wafll aTiif3p;_J?.tesel'ltf 

. ,... . .. , !Tlle\f <ft:i.J~w1~gl9:rf 1:&:et-s ·:r~~:qmef \c111iif. af-h~r 
a.p.:r;iua:l. ~ ::;E;~ye_;,:, M:r:<B.'\R!'~8§1Y:h:l.};.t3,, o~ ;Pe~~m1:i.er: 30f.IVI.~:t 

. Hfl:3~ . ~h'i:t.gg ·on• 0 ifanuar;;v_:l3t·MJJ;. y"y§;. §1m11~9~ o,n J"~n11ary 
·18~> tecbnica:l 0f'f'~c~:iru~· Traynor resum~a duty': on •, 
De~eniber 21 , a:ffer · six·fuontlis' long s~rv:ice; leav:§.; .. Mr. 
B;:K. Bowen returried to Heaa.•"'O:Ef'ice on December·15 af'ter 
ay1.~3Agl:i.n_g_ :tIJ,.e ,~.~.o. F_:ish Qll.JJi-1rli Sgho9l at Bogor, In­
d'~j;l'est~••·'.Mr •• :•T~fl., crooa:ison·wno··nad been_a§si3,t111g· ... 

·-!~fi.f~~~e*~tJ1~t.~na"b~efis-e}Jf§S~'gne(i·:&r~f\/~ne:.·•~-efy};c~e 

. ;:;'··· ; ' .. ;'tMiss P~in\e::t.a:i=ie;grµffi. yviJ_l; cO~enge: ariri:u~+' 
.::L~ayf:}},9:ri)f$prua.ry 6, 'ana.Mr. ·B9if(en 'on Febr1iarY27t 

: , '; '',) > ,) ' ;,, j' i :,,::; '. ,', ', < ' ; ',,, ' ;;', ',' ;"\, ;" ' :, v"'; ,'",, 

• . • r _ •.. " •• ~:tssJ J"a:qg_h~:ii1Ie .I:fapyeyi: of' He~cJ. ():t'fice, 
was trans:Berred to <the Police Tra:t'f'ic Brsnclr on · 
De~·~~b'~ri. :'@._ Mr'.i' 'G·;;;c. <teifgu:f9n:" corf@E3:0.Ced·' dµi;y jat Jiead 

. Qfftc~: as: 1 ?;.JYllJ9I' cl~,rk 'on -p~cem1:rnr 5~ . 
/:-,,~' --✓,,"'-" ,, ,, ,,,,,' ,,,,,,,;';,[,;: ' 

Tfie Crew· of tb.e research ve.ssel lfLa:gcelin" 
(Ce.:pt~in H~iC{w~•:Piess'e; Asi3istru;it Inspector Q. R.Co 
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SPERM •· WHALES 

.. • - • . . In Vol. 4, -No.. 11, the · November, -1955, 
issue · of' this Bu).).~t~n, it_, was r{wo.rted that the 
Cl?,eyne.s Bea_ch Wpa'.l_ing Company at _ .. A:1:bany had been 
~i:3.in~aining a 0sk_eleton s-taf'f' in expectation of' trucing 
·a number of' s:pe·rm whales which are not subject of quota 
or seasonal restrictions. Orie sperm whale .had been 
t ,aken in Oqtobe:r. an<;l since then, s ,ix more of this 
species have been sp.o-t-, bringing the total to 7.. Five 
were caught in. November, _and one in December. 

. The bi'g~st caught. was a male that 
m_easured 54 f~et 6 inches, and the smallest a femal~,1 
which measured ·35 feet 3. inches. ·· =' 

.,. 

DU,CK BAND RECOVERi:-E~ 
•~-.: . .:.t.,,- . ,, r ,. ; 

'l · , 

,· . 

, ~fiilc~ · th~! ·1Els•t ' public::i"'-tiion of tne· ~du6"k . ,,, : 
banci:tn"g re·cover:tlls the following have been retU!'ned to . 
this office -;:-. "·· · 

' . 
-l Bate -N~~;-·1 Banded ; , · . •. . ' ·" 

Place :Where I Date of 
· Bande<l_ .. l~epo_very 

I • .,...,.) 

Queen's Black Duck 
Gardens .:; ~-o. 3.-5'§ 

I 

l . Place Wher~ Distance 
I Recovered Travelled 

Queen's 
Gardens 

eg qadly 
ti lated •. 

(: {. ,.,tJ. • 1 - ' t 
I 

l, .. Duc}c 1C.1;tH~t 
a:trd kille·a: · 

'·1 ~ :" ... ~ ~ 

2601. 21,i .• 3. 54 . do • .. about r -·-~ 7.3.55 

2301 21.1.54 do. uan. '55 
I .. 

25571 21.3.54 ~o .• _ ,r .... ,, 16~4-5.5 

I ' i 
I 

c9ckiesh:ij 
I 

' 
294a' 26.10.5_ 

Gully 4.5.55 

. ' 

Dumbleyung About 
140 miles 

Salt Lakes;· 
Aq.gusta 165 " 

i:!;5~t.Yfeen "Qpp~r . , 
·Swan & Bulls- - · 
prook, 3 m. s. 

_ 
1
of . Bullsbrook 20 
I ' ·1 . 
1Found dead on 
!Bank Murchison 
:nr. Carnarvon 

Road J160 

If 
l • . . -.,. 

__ .........._._._ 
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I Da.te !Place Where T 'na te o-.r r Place Where Distance 
No. 1 Banded I Ban?-ed 1 _Re<:overy1 Recovered Travelled 

1679 25.3. 53 Beerrmil;l.ah 21.12.54 Gihgin Rd, 
ne~r Gingin 

,:·r 
15 m.w.o-.r ~bout 
Gil:lgin 10 miles 

12021 22.1 ♦-53 Q\J.~en's 
:Gardens .. 26. 3.,55 Lake Ibis 

1
125 '' 

E.Narrogin 
2221 19,1.54 Lake . 

1Karrinyup 24. 8. 55 Lake Gwelup 3 11 

. ' ! . I . I 2234 20.1.54 :r~ake ! Found. dead . 
µ:arrinyup 16. 2. 55 ! Hyde Park ·, 3 11 

2490 7.3.54 !wardering - . - ,· 
1 

j Mimegarra via I Lake·'~a:. '~- 18. 12. 5~ -Dandaragan 210 . 11 

l t . 

jZ30 3~_,2,-55 lca.pe Riche 24,.1 ~. 5~ .B~elu1t,· 6 m. . 
.:i 1~. ;_-f - I ~- ., . . ,. ~ -:tstJ'l -Capel 195 11 

%494 80 3. 54 jwar~!i!"g 27• 12 • 5J B~n~:~~ I 84 " 
- . .-· ~ . -1--,..,. - - . l · l 

1'520,_ :1.j.. 3. 53 '· QV.ffen' s· · · , · · I river -.fore- 'l:eg daina:-
r- · ... ~ , ·Ga rdens •-· ~ 2:.1 ,.1.1. 51 shore, near ·ged, duck 
~- ~-~ · • -~i- •• ·1.. ~ 1· Swan Breweryre:Leased 
~.z;.1 r •

1 
~-ii _ _ . . Mt .• Haw.thorn 

,r Gr.ey Teal I ,. ' ... 
r' ,i J· 

3047 -ake ije.ara:; 

3063 24~11. -·ake Mears:. 

2046 • aw son's Lak 

3071 Mears 

-31. 1. 55 
1
1 P~nebup 

· River, 10 

Apr.'55 

1.-1.55 

Jan.'55 

ApJ:i. '55 

! m. f'rom 
Borden 

Kanowna 

:Benger 

!Davison's 
' Lake I 

I 
/Lukens 
; Swamp, 
' Beverley 

35 miles _ 

275 " 

110 11 

I 



( 15 ) 

j . Date . · :J?lac~, WherE3 j ... Dat~ of. . Place Where .Di.s.tance 
No.·.;' B~3-~~a: . ... Banded lR.e13ov.ery . 1 . Recovered Travelli.ed . : 

1664 Big •Boo'tine 
SWamp,Beer-

mullah . 18.12.55 

139e ·- 15. 2.5-3 . •.W:?m~-~1):Jg :> .. · -~.:.< .. : . __ ·_:~~ 
Lake 18.12.55 

Ewlyamar~up 
:e~s.t.. of! · 
Katanning 

-Pe pp.er ts .. .­
Swamp, Nth 
Aldersyde, 
Brro:Okton 
Iltlstrict 
., ' . f, 

205 miles 

approxi­
mately 

'815 -~m11es 
_· ~- ~-:- 1:': 

1'.391 14.2.-53 Ward'"er:ing·· • ,:;- - ,-.. r,.. <,,,.i i~:·,., .. 

Lake 19.12.55 Kul:tkup ·.: 1
- · •• , ·-40 ,~L- m 

2672 ·.rt ·j ~ 4~-54 Dak·e · · J 

',: ,,, :: 'Kal'-rihyUp 
·ur;arlboha: . · . : 
rstatienll' . I l 
Ri"ve-r Da:'rl-i.ng u:gwar da 
Mefiihde$.~NS~ 1600 o!ilea • } I - • 

r : .. 
I. 

3345 
II 

3373 

" 

2967 

II 

t " ,. • • r, , . , I 

.- .- .. The band no. -2672 is .· the f'irst to be 
r .etut-:rieci: .from ·c outside. the. ·sta:te·Js.-~boundat>-ieB. It is a 
;p~~;t;'i q\ila~1y' ':iinpor,'-ta17-~ '·¥:ico.y~py .. a~; ·t~iB-g r'ti ih 
&b~~~ ~diion,.·:1f.i·tn~~n~; Yt 9t91:_;fEl!l b~g.ed , ~ .. eaJ. wtii-ch was 
stgt .. ~~ .Rowl~,t s .~ag9of1. 01:;1-~ ::~f';Jalge ~!.'±1~ 1~s:1_;1season, 

) -~ ~r<?t :i:,d~ij ·· ,d~f:i,ni,t §. F:roo:r ~hat ___ ~aE3;te~ , ~!}~- Y!~s te~ 
di.le~. ,1~0:p~la~~ot.1s -~9 _., m1~~~e t9 ~o.g,7 .. ,t?~t~n~!: ::);possibly 
they may only do so when conditions on the Nullarbor 
are ., sui.table. Th~Y i might wor.J.l;: arqun.d the southe:rn 

' ~.) _ - -- I • 91 

1 ' :.. t • . 

/ 

/ 

·' 

l 
I 

J 
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. ·. ~oa:s-t o,r through the we"iJ...-watered northe~n are~s, ))ut . 
·· ··:between the t:im'e ' that our teal was. banded. and when· :i,t_ 
.. , ... .,was shc,t in -N~ S~W. ·, · good-rains_·-had been recorclec!'Iii" 

r ,•, , .. 

Central' Aus~tra1-ia ,and it is po$sibl.e . tha·t a dir-e.ct 
route was tak;;n· ;6y:_ tp.e bird. · _ .. · · · 

· ····· .. 
ORDERS FOR -SKIPPERS OR PATROL. •VESSELS 

.... , •.' J ... . . . . ,\ 

•-~-~\..")l, ;- "J,r·f .f~I .. 

v .L.:.~·-•.· ,. J~.h.~rrf :.olJ.owing orders have been approved 
r __ , -~;Q,:r .:tjle sa~egu~r~:r:ig of' departmental launches at sea 

or at anchor. They· are promu~gated f'or general inf'or-:­
mation, ,and must be ~dh.ered tq st=ri.c.tly,.:.by 1 al:)..··,,..!/· 
pers~nnel conp_er11:~d. ·: · · ► °'. r ~,:;-'r - : 

: l 
1._· · Whi~~ ' ci:nxsa...9•tive commi~sion each v:e~sel _,sh~J.l 

be ma.jl~e~e,__, i..9:s decitled by the ·skippe:r• In ease 
~.;.)'.f:j\'; :L·· , 1).~~y-y~ W<?at~r ·ie imminent, or on receipt Of' a 

, .. :r.o , $'1;.(1.).f~ wa_~_i~g, each vessel shall be manned by 
.:i. ~ .if! iJ · a f'ull crew until the weather has abated or 

'I 

the storm passed. , , ;., 
. l , •. . ·.. . ·~· -

'2. 1 When1:: a1·v'es :s;:el is .,'ancho1re·a."' ln hea~ weather : 
both ancrho:rls I are to be1 let go to the. fullest ,-- . ' t N't "~;" ~ 1"i $ ~ • ~l ,..fr f..,. f , • • ,.r 1 ,... 1 \ r:"' . ex en · -o.i;· · w..1.eir:::i cal::' es,. . . .. ) 

1 
~ • • 

, . J .nq.J . J_ ~ ~ c • 'S 1· I(· . , .• r, ~ , · , 

'3: 1 Bef.o-iie tf>ro·ce~ding t~ sea, skippers must obtain 
f'rom the national broadcasting service a 

I schedule of' :We~tlieh"'.:~~pG'.pts. The schedule 
-must be listened to a~ all times. l :tn , the 
evenlC6f'~iB.'J 1broadcast bf a stonrr wE!rni~g ·a 
cont1nu0us'IT°f.adi'o wat-bii' shali' b'ff kept. . 

;-, ,., '0~n . I 

.. 4 • ... Each- v.ess-eJ:--~when -unde~· wa.:y., sha--l-1-·-:E11~· the · 
Department's ensign. · . · · 

5. ''A0 ·sk!pj>er shi11- at'1 a:l.l 0 t:i::mes be_'3 r 'esponsibl~ , 
~:; f'0r· ·th:e;1'general ~·a.pfreara:rice·. an'd dle'anfirles's ': o-:r· 

'" his ·vEfa·s·el, :ror tlie' 'Em'f'1~ lendy and. ' e:f':t'ici~cy 
a' ._, o:f!N de ckr s1tb~is1 gear; ~'" :ri tt:fn~s / s1gffa.f'I fia~s/ ... -o-. t - r o ,- - r"\• 4 

' ~ \., -,r ,. ....... 'l \ .. ) ..-5"~ C\ i r,.,. ' 

~,: -- ·, -· r ; a~~~-i ".l i~~1: ai9.- ~ki ~' ~(e,'tc. ·1- !-1~ ~~at~ ., f~e~ .. ~ -r 
_a·.··.! ~ven·to-ry •of al9.. such' 1st0r-es· arid ~~g_uipm~nt j ~d 

-~ '.-,H: .)be he:l.cfi :respbnsi'Ble :r'or·.'.the
0ip 'sa.f'e keeping; :·,,'., 

, ~ r r-(,4

1 a ~·T f(j ~1 ·r 1

:' "'• ' ' • '. •• · ~ ~ :.. V 

6} · A skipper: sha11 cause:, al:i.1 i~f'e belts, f'la~s, 
sails, flares and mattresses to be aired and 

-
~-= bf - ltcti~~r~ - -~ -:..~~r~ ,- Vol 1 , --~ -/ 

:/ 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent (Mr. A.J. Fraser) will 
attend a field day conducted by t~e Serpentine-Jarrahdale 
Trout Acclimatisation Society on Sunday, March 18. On 
March 20, aecompanied by the Chie:f Vermin Control Officer, 
Mr. A.R. Tomlinson, and Fauna Protection Officer H.B. s. 
Shugg, he will leave for an inspection of the Lakes Clif­
ton - Preston area. During the inspection the party will 
meet the Mandurah, Murray, Drakesbrook and Harvey Road 
Boards, to discuss with them th~ proposed national park 
and f'auna reserve between Mandurah.and Bun.bury. On March 
25 the Superintendent, together with Clerk-in-Charge B.R. 
Savi11e and Technical Off'ieer J.s. Simpson, will attend . ~ 
the quarterly meeting of' the Trout Acclimatisation Council 
of w.A., _ at Bridgetown. · · 

The Supervising Inspector, Mr. J.E. BramJ.ey, 
and Technical 0.f':D'.icer J.S. Simpson visited Broke Inlet 
and investigated a report of' depletion of' fish stocks. 
They left Perth on February 21 and returned on February 
25. 

The Clerk-in-Charge, Mr. B.R. Saville, lef't 
Perth on February 28, f'or an inspection of' the crayfish 
proaessing:works and grounds at Lancelin Island. He is 
expected to return on March 2. 

Inspector s.w. Bowler recommenced 
Mandurah on February_ 27, after.annual leave. 
absence Inspector R.M. Crawford was:in charge 
Mandurah district. 

duty at 
During his 
ot: the 
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ST.f}EE NOTES 

bn October .15, the engagem~n1i was. announced 
of' Miss Sylvia Stephen of' East: Perth,·_ to Inspector N. E. 
McLaugh;tan. · Our congpatµlat;i.ons and. very b_est wishes 

. · are egctended .lo ~tiie:m, pp th~ . Mii. •·. McLa,.ughlt:1.1,1 ,. Wh() reBumed 
cluty a:l:'ter1;~ual l~aye on O~tober 17, returned to 
Shark Bay oh October j 9. 

. . ' Wli~fsµ:p(:}ri:ritend(:)nt>(Mr. A~Zh :B'raser) who is 
at ppef3,ent.:3:.n: ~h~ ]Ja,.st~pn $:tates, is €3.xpe,cted to .retulln 
to Perth or1 Nov~rriber to .. • · · 

The. Sµpe~1:si11,g in~,p.eQt9r {Mr. if. E .•. ~J3ram+eY) 
v:l&it~d .Gepa:J;q,;ton f'or a:n. 1,-ri.§p~cti9ri. o:r .t11.e d:L@tric;t and 
r(:}:'l;J:J,~n:@d. or1. Qctq.'l:)E}~ 2:i.- _ Qp._ :f.\l.9:v:;enib.er J3, MP •. J3pf¥1:1),_ey 
wiJ;l ~~:rry qµt@.:i.:rispect~pnpf t11(:;Bgµpueydis~rict 
with InspeGtor J.L. Gallop and on _November 15 will 
leave f'or $hark Bay to afl'e9t repairs to the p.v. · 11Misty 
Isleu , ~d to c.~rr,y o,i:1. t a s,1J}jyey1 of' ._s calJ;()p beds. 

- I"nf?pee'tor O.tr,,. J •. E. Munro) waa in 
Narro gin, in charge 'o:t' a qepflrtnien~al (:;xll,ibi t. at the 
f'iPst Nar:rogin Wild Lif'e Show, on Oct_ober '19 and 20,. 

J:nspe~tor G. CJ99mb€}S i;erid~red his resig11:a­
tion during the month. It hfls 1:H:}el;t _ acq(3pt(:;d, .and will 
become effective as f'rom November 18, when.he was to 
have completed a~c:rued leave~ · 

Inspeetor G, o. · :Jef'~eryllf in ~Qmpany with Dr. 
G.M .. Dunnet, Research Of':eicer, Wil'dlif'e Survey Section 

./ 
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Technical Office~ J.s. Simpson, assisted 
by Assistant Inspector R.J. Baird, is at pPesent 
engaged on tJ:lout deliveries to country areas. They a!'e 
expected to return to Perth early this month •. 

PERSONAL PARS 

Dr. E. Lundelius, a paleozoologist of the 
University of cC.hicago, and .Mrs. Lundelius,plan to sail 
fr.om Fremantle on the "Iberia11 on November 14. .Dr • 
Lundelius, who has .been on •a collecting tour of our 
caves, has obtained ~approval ·to export a large_pumber 
o~ specimens 0~ bones, together with a few skins and 
spirit specimens • . This material, · the m_ajori ty of' : 
which was taken in Western Australian limestone caves, 
will be shipped to . the United States via England. Mrs. 
Luhdel~us, - who is a geologist, also has a col1ection 
c9mprising marine invertebrates, which are to be sent 
to the Californian Institute of' Technology at Pasa­
dena. ' Dur1rrg his twelve months here, Dr. Lundelius 
has explored cave·s in the Hill River, Jurien Bay, 
Mandurah, Yallingup and Nannup districts, and also 
spent some time searching the Nullabor Caves. Per­
haps one of' his .most .fnite:resting d:i,.scoveries was the 
bones of a Tasmanian Devil, SarcoEhilus harrisii, 
~hich he found at Jurien Bay. • 

* * * * * * * * * 

ln a letter to the Superintendent, Technical 
Otticer J. T·raynor outl-ined points of' interest during 
his ovet-seas trip. In- addi-td.on. to touring England and 
Scotland and a visit to the Severn Wild Fowl Trust at 
Slimbridge, Mr. Traynor and his wife f'lew ·to Paris and 
enjoyed a . continental tour taking in .Switzerland, · 
Austria~ Germany and H~lland. Mr. Tr-aynor was greatly 
impressed with the cost of living in Paris and fell in 
love with the Swiss mountain · scenery. 

FREMANTLE CRAYFISHERY 
I 

The Minister for FishJries, Mr. L.F. Kelly, 
announeed last month that· the Frerhantle - Lancelin -
Cervantes"" Jurien Bay areas would be open to crayfishing 

/ 
_j 
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·VALE BERT, GREEN 

On May 28 Mr. A.V. 
Green died at the Royal Perth 
Hospi ta.-1 and was interred in 
the Karrakatta Cemetery-on 
May 31. The superintendent, 
·accompanied by Messrs Savil1e, 
Piesse, Bramley,_ Munro, 
Davidson and Murray, were 
present to pay their last 
respects., 

Mr, Green ·was borri. at 
Port Adelaide, South Austra­
lia, on May 18, 1881, and 
came to Albany with his 
parents at a very early agep 
tlis :father being a member o:f. 
the complement o:f. the well­

coastal steamer Rob Royo Be:f.ore entering the 
eryice o:f.. the. department young Green worked as a 
ire:man on the steam tug Dunskey under Captain W. 
uglas, joining her very shortly a:f.ter the tug 
ccoµred the crew o:f. the City o:f. York when that ship 

erit aground on the north shore o:f. Rottnest Island. 
ater he.· joine·d the three-masted schoon~r Iris 1 trading 
etween Albany and Port Adelaide, the master being 
aptain J. Davidson 1 :father o:f. Mr. W. Davidson, now 
spector at Fremantle. 

./ 
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Den~ark -on the estuarine research programme hoping to 
tag snapper which were reported to be plentiful in 
the new ;:mt. Unf'ortuhate-ly what snapper had not be_en 
f'ished .out .had apparently moved back into the -estuary 
an.d none was secu1,.,ed~ Mro Munro investigated reports 
of' illegal netting in the cut and other closed waters 
and the sale of' f'ish by amateurs, 

. , . 

Ins-pector Ro J. Baird and Cadet Inspector 
MoJ. Simpson sailed on ,. the :p.v. "Garbo" f'or the 
Abrolhos on M1:1y 100 In the early .hours of' Thursday 
morning, May 26 9 the "Garbo " dragged her anchor • il'l. ', •.• 
.Q-era,ldton harbo-u.r during a north-vl'esterly ·gale and ' - · 
dama gyd herself' on :the fishermen's landing on the 
western end of' the Wharf'. 

-Te chnical Of'f'icer J . Traynor was farewelle d 
at an informa l function at :Head Of'f'ice · on. May 27. Mr~ 
Traynor; c;eased_ du ty :that ·day to commence six months' 
long service l e aveo · He intends t o visit many places ,. 
in England and will .renew :friend-shi'.l/s ·with World War 
I comrades on the Continento While in England he will 
q,a.l•l at - the Br .itish· Muse.um, the Nature :cortservancy 9 

and the Faun~ Pre.servat·ion Society · of' Londoh 9 and 
hopes to spend ·a . vveek or so at the , Severn · Wildfowl 

· Trust at the mouth of' the Severn on the east coast. 
Subject to suitable arrangements being made, he will 
accompany. Dr. · D. L. Serv-en ty on a visit to a ban9-ing· 
E)tation :pi _tb.:'? .. ·:m~:P:r,=h.d,\:lt3:/ .. :· Mr,. _r;rr·ayuor will . return to 
Western Australia on December 15. 

Mr. J.L. Gallop ·has beeh promoted to 
Inspector, Grade II, as ·f'rom March 23 5 1-955. He 
resumed duty in charge of' the Bunbury district af'ter 
annua+ leave on May 25_. 

Mr~ B.K. Bowen was given a farewell on May 
20 prior to his taking annual leave and his marriage 
on May 21. His bride-to--::-:be .v1as also · present at the 
farewell., at which the Superintendent on behalf' of' 
the staff' :presented the young couple with a Ranleigh ­
tray and a water set. : Mro Bowen e xpresse d· his J 

delight with the gif'ts and their appreciation o:r the 
kind· generosity of' his f e llow of'f' t c e r•s. - - .-

i ·. . : .... 
·. Temporary Assistant Inspector G. Konow has 

.ten d.e red his r e s iisnP.t ion f'-r Oi.ri t ]"'81 8er·~r-ice as··f'rcim · Ju.rte 
·17 9 ~l 955 c 

I 
I 

/ 



5~~!~~: :~~~:iNGTON 111111111~1 IIIII ml lilllllll 1111111111111111111111111111111111 

JOURNAL osoos6-o4.os 

[MONTHLY SERVICE BULLETIN 
(WESTERN AUSTRALIA. FISHERIES 

4(5) May 1955 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE 

. :rr:cu~-------:u.1£F1-t1:l'..'rMENT 2 . WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MONTHLY ·sERVICE BULLETIN 
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STAFF NOTES 

· From April 13 to 16!1 the Superintendent 
(.M_r. A,, J. · Eras~r) and the Senior Clerk -(:Mr. H.B. Shugg) 
fi:rsp~a~ed the· lakes_ in the whea tbel t f'rom Lake. M~ars.,-: 
out of' _Brookton, so-q.th to Dumbleyung, and south-wes:t. :, 
to Warcie:rd.ng Lake,·we~t of' Woodanilling.. · .,. 

Inspe_ctor Jo L. Gallop will commence annual 
leave on May ·2.. , During his absence Relieving Inspe_ctor 
Ao IL Me·lsdrrr will be 'in charge of the Bunbury district. 

Technical Of'f'icer J. Tray:p.or will commence 
long servi:ce leave on May 30. He ·has:·"been granted 6 

.months' leave on half'-pay and in company with Mrs. 
Traynor will holi4ay in England ~nd on the Continent* 
All t1,1e· ·staff joins in wishing therri 11bon voyage. 11 · 

Our congratulations are extended to Mr. -
B.K. Bowen whoj· on May 21, will marry Miss Esme Irving .. 
He will eommence annual leave on May 23. Our best 
wishes and congratulations are extended to them botho 

The Senior Clerk (Mr. H.B. Shugg) and Fauna 
Warden (Mr. G.C. Jef'f'ery) visited Albany on April 21 .• 
After consultation with Inspector A.V. Green regarding 
the forthcoming whaling season, they travelled along 
the south coast via Wilson's and Walpole Inlets to 
Broke Inlet to investigate an application f'or the 
acquisition of' Shannon Island in the middle of' the 
latter Inlet. · 1 

Assistant Inspector B./Ho Boyd resigned from 
the public service as from April 114. Mr. G.R.C. Haynes 

--- -~--~"' 
-·· -··-·--~-~~-~~~~--
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to allow what promises to be an -excellent breeding 
season to take its course. 

The Department is anxious to secure 
compileted scorecards from duck shooters and inspectors 
are reg_uestea_ to illSe their best endeavours to see 
that as many as possible are completed and forwarded. 

BIRD BANDING 

The C. So I. R. 0. Wildlife Surve·y Section -in 
Canberra has organised an Australia-wide bird banding 
scheme based on centres at Canberra and Perth to 
study the habits and migrations .of Australia's bird 
life. Thi~ •is part . of c.s.I.R.0. 9 s long-ran·ge 

· programme f'br the study and assessment of' Australia's 
wild-li:fe'9 ·· and is aimed to conserve those species 
which _are beneficial to the nation's economy, and to 
restrict the depri dations of those which are injurious 

•to · a~~ricul ture. · · · 
t . 

• ; . _ _;: · . ·t . J . The Australian B:i.rd . Banding Scheme, as the 
C.S.I-.R.0. activity is' known, is quite separate from 
this De artment 1 s duck bandin sch-eme, which has . now 
been operating or almos ree years. 0ur -·'.programrne 
is being continued exactly as bef'Qre and our bands, 
w;hich ·are ·inscribed "Return to Fisheries Dept., Perth" 

..._ , $'hould con tiri.ue to be sent to -. this ' of'f'i c e . , The 
C. So I.-Ro Oo bands are inseribed =''W:tii te Wildlife, 
C,S.IoR.0°' Canberra, Australi~", an_d .. anyone finding 

, a.·:dead bird with such a hand sliould · return the band 
:-:with details of' time · arid place .. of' fih'd • . . ' If' c;i. banded 
. bird . is captured alive~ -- tlle· band< shou:J-9: :p_ot _ ·oe . . 
· r>emoved, but details of· band, bird and. . circumstances 
should be reported to the Wil~lif'e Survey "Seciio~, 

. C.S ,. I iR~0., P.0~ Bo.'.X: '109 9 ·Canberra City·, A.C.T., and 
.. · .. ·the brrd releafi'ied. .. 

. The . work :• cif' trappi11g arid bandi'iig . b:f:ticis' :·for 
·the c.s.r.R.O~ :scheme is being. done by interested 
. persons ap-proved by this Department cµi_d ·appointed · by 

. C. S.:L R. o. l!nd_er the Fa1+na Pro~e~_tion Act rio · 
~erson may mark fauna whatsoever ~n ·any manner . except 
with the written aut4ori ty of' thei Chief' Warden of'­
Fauna, and all c.s.r~·R.0. operato.'rs · in this State must 
first be approved by this Department. To date eleven 

-=------
/ 
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persons have been so approved, b~t in each case their 
permit to mark fauna has stipulated that no wild 
duck or .other . game b i:rds are to be mart.ed in any manner 
nrorder to safeguard our ovrD d'J.ck re search programme. 

SALMON AND Sl;APP:CR TAGS RECOVERt~D 

The following internal tags, additional 
to those re1)orted in t :riis Bulletin last month, have 
be~n recovered recently : - · 

Salmon 

Medium 
Whi te 7017 

Large 
White - 4233 

Snapper 

Small 3269 

Released at Ceduna, 
S.A. 10/1/52. 
Length U11.kno~m. 

Released at American 
River 9 Kangaroo Is. 
S.A., 29/11/52. 
Length unknovm. 

Released at Wilson 's 
Inlet, 22/1/53. 
Length 7¾". 

Recovered at Torbay, 
~est of' Albany, W.A., 
1/4/55, by VV . North. 
Length U11knovm. 

Reocvered at To·rbay, 
February 9 1955 . 
Length unknown. 

Recovered at Wilson's 
Inlet, 27/4/55. 
Length 15i- 11

• 

Three t agged snapper were ~augh~ by Inspector 
N.E. McLaughlan at Sharl{: Bay l ast month. These fish 
had been tagged by Techn ical Officer L.G. Smith at No. 
1 Lease, Useless Inlet (Shark Bay), on July 16 9 195L~:-

10524 Length on release 9 Len gth on cap~ure, Captured 
7al11 11i.t1 . 14/4/55 4 

1,0562 Length on rele_ase 9 Length on capture , Captured 
q11 13..:!..:.tr 14/4/55 .., . .2 

10437 Length on release, Length on Qapture, Captured 
10¾ 11 13i11 15/4/55 
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STAFF NOTES 

\{ The Clerk-in-Charge, Mr. B .. R. Saville, and 
j{qm.nical Officer J.S. Simpµon visited the Pemberton 
· c.heries on February 16 and 17 for a reutine 

J0.§pecti on. . 

The Supervising ::C11,speptor (Mr. :Bramley) ~ill 
6,/P~'t'ld some time this morith j.n,t;he A;I.baey .. dis tric'.t-; 
J?o.rtion of the. tim<:3 will Q<3 ppe!lt at :Penmar}.t. :in cc;lll}pany 
with the Mtnister (Mri. Kelly). . ' . . . 
. : 

Assistant InspeJJ,t,tor y.J. Sinclair has, with 
t.l:l.e approval of the Public }:fervice Commissioner, with­
d.I'awn his resignation and will continue to assist at 
Mana:tfl'ah. · 

Inspector J.C, Q:'hair p.~s. resigned :f';r-pm "the 
p~l)~;i_c service as .from Feb~µ;ary ·28• and Ins-pectpr . .A.;K. 

X:¥:~}lfs~6m h.as tf:lken ovfJr the ~fli~:~~ ]3ajT d:tf3tr-iqt ;Q.f:rna.ttlg .· 
]tiflpector N. E. McLaughlan' s perm~nent ·tranpfep: tne:r:-Et 
la.t~r . this month~ . . . . . 

Assistant Inspeclpr G. Coombes .will ass\lme 
c~rnriland of the P• v. 11KooruJ.ghoo II as from Mf1rCb, 1, and 
vfi"tll: Cadet Inspect.or J,D. Milne as C:t"ew m~cnbe;r Will 
patrol i'n Abrolhos. waters during tne crayf.ishi11g season 
there. ·· · · · 

Assistant In.spec tor B:.I-I• Boyd has· been trans­
ferred to Fremantle .as.assistant to Inspector Davidson • 

. / 
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Survey Section of o.s.I.R.O. and the Zoology Department 
of the- Unive.rsity have :also used .the ·centre as . . nead.;.. 
guarters for· ecological studies on th.e Rottnest· quokka. 
linoidenta11y the recent disastrous fire did not harm 
the buildings but· it h.as. caused a break in .t.he quokka 
research. Th.e work . dop.e to date wi 11 ll:ave to be written 
up and then a fresh start made). · 

The sta~ion has. also been used for instruc­
·ting zoology students it:i su~h field . work . as trapping~ 
mar~ing and · releasi·ng a'Q'.iqtals' and in . statistical methods 
of' ·sampli'tlg- from sm~ll ?J.~bers. · 

_ , .. - :;. · On tq.~ resignation early this year of "t:h~ . 
Mitii'ste-r (Mr• ... K:e-lly) as·,. a . member of the~,, commi ttee . · 
(rep~esenting the ;Rottnest .-Island Board of Cont:r-~)J . . 

· th.e · Bo'ard has appointed Mr, Tl . Sten, Superint~nd'ent of 
Teacher Training; Dejiartm•i:nit of' Education, and P:i:'inci­
pal df the Teachers Ooilege, Claremont, as a - member.· 
In addition to · Mr. Sten the . member$ are - · 

Mr. A. J. Fraser (Chairman), Dri Ki Shearq. ( C.iS. Idi.O. ) 
and Professor H. Waring (University of W.A• h Mi. 
B.K. Bowen; - Of' -the · Fisheries Department, is the . . 

·· se cre·ta:ry. ,·,• . · - - . 
. f • 

• , .•• J 

VAOANOY FOR TAXIDERMIST 

· ·T:h.€l :Acting Director .·of the Perth Mu13eum, ·· 
Mr. A. M • .- Dciu-glas, has advis~d that a vacancy e~:Ls ts on 
the staff ·:eor ·a cadet taxide·rmis.t. A · salary will be 
paid · accordi~g to: the age, ability and · gua;Li:t'ications 
of' .the sucoe.s_sf'til·· appliijap.t . ~no. ge,ne~al Public Service 
cond~tions of employment will apply. The successful 
?-PPl'icant will reoe:i,. ve proper · tratning and there will 
·be 'opportunit-ies f'or, advanc.ement. Arzy person interested 
should apply in wri t -ing di['eot· to the Ac ti-ng Director . 
o:f the ,Museum, Beaufort S.tre~t,, .l?e·rt):l. . . 

DUCK, BANDING - . · 
' 

.; As reported in th$ J/a.st' issue of' this 
BµlJ.,~ti_n, advice - had bee·n received that a number of' 
ducks . were being held · by a co--operator. at . Cape Riche. 

/ 

/ 
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Technical Officer J. Traynor left Per.th on February 1, 
• arriving at Cape Riche in tl;le evening of February 2 ,. 

and trapping operations were _commenced . the next . day. 
The co-:-operato·r, .Mr. D .. Moir., .. had 85 .ducks (mainlY: . : 
'black duck and grey teal) already penned and these . 
birds and a further 118 were., banded be:t>ore the l:'ains· set 
in and the birds dis.persed. The birds banded at thi's · 
station · bring_s the total of all · species · banded to 23:a•cj 
plus a further 36 birds ·~ ma-inly coot - which have . been 

- marked with retur.ned duc.k bands. 
. . . 

Af'.ter leaving Cape Riche on Febr"tiar.y 14, 
Mr. Traynor 1:i'aid · a visit to the Pallinup .Estuary which 
he founQ. to be deserted and with no signs of fish 
movement. A few ducks and an .estimated two to three· 
thousand black swans were ou·· 1;he waterco This -. was .. the .. 
largest number of swans Mr. Traynor had ever seen ·con­
gregated in any one place. As may be ·surmised, the 
heavy and wide'spread rains have caused an immediate 
dispersal of the ducks throughout the l3outhern ·half of 
the State. Cdmpared .with a few we,eks ago, :the me.tro­
p61i tan swamps 1art~ lakes :are practically .. deserted, and 
the- s~me is reported to apply throughout niany 9f the 

1
COU"D,try distri9ts. R~pprts have · come·: to . hand, however, 
of' aggregatiqp:s of ducks in the Be,verley ~- Brockton 
a:i;eas, and Mr. _Traynor will make an inspep\tion there 
early this month. ' · ·-- ' 

Recoveries. 

Until the rains came, and .. the birds scattered, 
bands .were oom~ng ·i~ steadily. Some further long 
:flights were recorded, the- most noteworthy being that 
of two ducks'· which were shot · 30 miles nortq. of Coolgardie. 
One of· these - had been banded at Dawson's. uike, _sou-th of 
Dumbleyung·,' . and ' ttie _ other on Wardering ·.- Lake in the 
Woodat;1illing Road D:i.s~~j,c~, .· ~e~o,Fts from ~hoo~er~ ( on 
any aspec·ts of duck; .d1s.tr..1b.ut.1on' and behaviour) will be 
particularly welcptne between n0w_ ·and thE! , close of the 
season. -.·' . . · · · · · . · · · 

TtJ.e follow~_ng._ tab:I.e . sets ou_t the _b_ands 
returned s:ince : the prev._ious 1-is.t was p~blished _:-.· 

. ! 

/ 

I 
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Band Date 
No. Bande_d 

Place Where 
Banded 

Date of I Place Where f Dis ta nee 
R~«ov~r~ . R~cov:ered T_rave ll_ed 

2270 .23/1/54 

2588 _24/3/54 

' 

.j . Black Duck . -f' . . .... 
Iak~ Karrin- , , 

yup· , : ' :26/1'/.55 

Qqe_epf.s 
Gardens 

not :~ 
known 

. I 

Moore River, 
80 miles from 
Perth J. ,60 miles 

cau,ght in clay . 
hole ,in -Belle-

.. - !' . . .. 
9/12/54 

Grex Te~l . North 
; .S/2/55 · Meckeri ng . ~148 Meckering 

3152 do.- do. - · 14/G/55 do. 

nil " 

nil " 

1367 13/2/53 Warde.r.ing 
Lak~ 22/1/55 

2059 19/1.2/53 Dawson's La-ke, · 
. ·. _,·-~ D~bleyung · · 22/t/55 

3091 28/11/54· ~ke ·Mears 

·2790 20/5/54 Cape Riche 

3060 ,24/11/54 L~~e ¥ears 

·22/1/55 

5/2/55 

8/2/55 

..... 
' ' 

;> _. 

3157 . 14/1/55 Taarblin Lake 22/115? 
-· /- . ,· 

Mountain P0:ct 

2025 15/ 1 2/53 Daw¢ on'~ Lake , .' 
Dumbleyung 1 26/1/55( 

.f . / . 

' 

30 miles nth 
- ~f Coolgardie 315 " 

·_ . do. 1280 
11 

Toolib1i.n Lake 50 " 

Willy's ~ke f. 220 " 

On Avon River 
near . Br;dge, 114 . 
mls east of 
:E?r ookton · · · 7 · '' .. . -. - . . . •.,• 

Taarblin Lake nil " 
...... · .. ", i . 

l 
!-

Poverty Point; 
~}~anuu~~h, I 175 " 

"Chillihup", i . 

s :outh of Borden 
! 85 It 

/ 

:/ 
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B1;md . t· Date--Place Where lnate of 
No. jBanded Banded -· .. _ptE,rnov~ry 

' 1 ✓·; . 

/ -Maned Goose 

2642 10/4/54 Lake Karrin-
.. YUP 21/1/55 

2665 :14/4/54 . 

1- . ,. 

Lake Kariin-
yup -. ·6;12/55 ' · 

t . 

·1-.. Flace ·where Distance 
_ - Recovered ';rravl;,lied --

2 miles from 
Harv·ey ·Weir · 

ne-ar Bokal 
Si,ding,. on the 

90 .miles 

Beaufort River. 130 miles 
, I 

LOSS OF THE !,EVAJ,j:LSART" 

. . 

. Tq.spe·ctor SoW ... Bowler ha,s, ·rep(:rted that the 
above auxiliary .fishing boat was lest at sea on · 
February 250 Owned and op~Pat.~d by Mr. J, Gru.bba . of 
Geraldton, the 11Eva Pelsarttr.· was 19 feet long and had a 
beam of 6 feet. She was valued at £600 and her gear 
at £250., · 

Prior• to the uiishap Mr., Grubba ··was sailing 
f;ra:om Gerald ton . to Rat Island. H$ was ·overtaken by the 
"E.ureka ;titr, .skippered by. -Mr. R~ · Saunier, about 23 
mil_e,s . west o:f Ge_rald ton near , Mid Reef' . and -was advised 
that he was off' course., It was decided that t~ , ."Eva ' 
Pelsai•t!' ·.shou'id be taken in . tow arid a:· rope was pass·ed 
through the fair l'eads and secured to • .the tna,st, · When 
the "Eureka II" commenced t ·o tow; the t:Eva. Pelsart" 

_suddeJ1ly yawed '!io .. tl:J:e. port side, _ c?-using the towline, 
w9:ich . ha9- _nQ°!i l;>een · f~rrh:]..~ ,s,ecured', to w:o~k. up - the mast, 
and capsize her. Being a heavy -boat; full of' ballast, 
she sank immediately. The owne'r, Mr;. Grubba, and 
~!).Ot6.e·r. man were , taken aboard the "~ureka , II" .. 

/ 

I 

11 
1, 

i 
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The Superintendent. (Mr. A. J. Fraser) is 
hoiidaying at Eagle Bay in the Busselton district and. 
will res~me. duties. on February 2. 

_ · The Senior Inspector (.Mr. J.E. Munro) commences 
three weeks~ .annual leave on February 2. Inspector A.K. 
Melsom will be in charge of'• the me.tropoli tan district 
during Mr .. Munro's absence • 

. Inspector and Mrs. A.V. Green were blessed 
with an addition to thei~ f'amily on Saturday, January 2. 
~etty and the b~by~ Glenice Margaret, are both well. 

On January 27, Assistant Inspector V.J. 
·· Sinclair tendered his resi~nation f'rom the Department, 
-- giving the usual one month s notice.- His du ties will be 

taken over by Assistant Inspector B.H. Boyd. 

Inspector N.E. McLaughlan, with Cadet Inspec­
tor· D. Wright as crew member, wtJl bring the p.v. "Koorul­
dhoo11 to· Fremantle in the middle of? this rnon th to ref'i t 
f'or the Abrolhos season .•. 

_ Inspector :f{.J. Baird, with Cadet· Inspector 
.M_~J", Simpsqn as cr,-ew Q1emq_er,.willcon:tinue to patrol the 

'-"'~'""'"=--,- Lanqeli~. a.rea·· i,n-_:the _p_.v. ---~',G-ar:po 11 .,until the "Kooruldhoo
11 

r.etu:r.ns to- Fremantle when he will pr0ceed to the 
:Cervantes-. .;;.. JUI!ien.. Bay area._, . .. - - -- . 

I 
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.,. ,: · Since the det_ai.ls .publi.shed - i-n· -t-he-·1)revious 
-ts sue, ·Tecliriic-a·f · Officer J. Traynor has visited Lakes 
Taarblin (some 20 IT).iJ.es · __ east of.' Narrogin) and Yea­
lering· (about. 30 miles east of Pingelly).. Repor;.ts of 
a profusion of.' ducks at- Taarblin were. more or' less 
conf.'irmed by Mr. Traynor- but conditions were · inimical 
to successful trapping... Only 4 ducks entered the 
traps~ _ They were then shifted to Yealering Lake and 
nearby swamps where 69 (almost all grey teal) were 
banded·. . . _ _ ___ _ · - · -

Telegraphic, advice reached I,Ir. Traynor 
later.that a co-operator - at Cape Riche was holding 
150 ducks, nostly black, and Mr. Traynor will proceed 
there early in February. It will be remembered that 
134d~cks were banded it Cape Riche in May last year. 

-
Recoveries came in steadily during January 

and. since : the season opened :1ri December, · the. following 
bands have been returned . :--

. : . ·_. ~: ' .. 

Ba-nd Date Place Where :f Date of Place Where Distance 
· No. !Banded j· Banded -~ecovery Recovered Travelled 

I i 
-r . _ Mountain Duck 

. . ; ·1 . ., 

2965 27/10/54 dockleshell. 14/1/55 
. . Gully, _N.W., _ 

Dandarragan · 
-, 

Black Duck· 

1685 23/3/53 Swamp nea;·_, 14/1 /55 
N. of Gingin . . 

I 

On tt'lo ·,lak.es 
at C,:pel r 45 

- .- -- I 
: Sa 1 ~ Lake, 1· 

· -6: miles E. 90 
I • •• of' l\fandurah 
I 

2970 29/10/54 Cockleshell. 
GullyN.W . .. I 3/1/55 H~rvey Cut 210 

miles 

II 

It 

Dandarragan · · :~:-.'. · · 
--,: .. 2294::.i :?3/10/54 . - do~.- - · "~ .1/1/55:.t :·_,Tha: Islc1nd, 

· ·· r · - · · · · · · · ,Havvey ~- -r :c-.··.•·· - -.... . ... -··· · ··· -···· · Estuary • 
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Band Date Place Wherec- ·- Date of 
No Banded Banded Recovery 

. .. 

Black .. Duck 
-~t- I 

1657 22/3/53 Big Bootine· -:-· 1 
Swamp:, Beer-
mullah 7 /1/55 · 
N. of Gingin 

2874 21/9/54 Glengarry-·•- ···· 
Station ·· 19/12/54 
near Geraldton 

I . 
2473 5/3/54 Wardering 

Lake 9/1/55 
Woodanilling 

2733 19/5/54 Cape Riche __ 'Dec._ '54 

2517 12/3/54 Vi/ardering · 
Laka 26/12/54 

I 
· 2975 20/11/54 -· .. Not yet 

.. iLake Mears 
1 : ___ ·~ frookton _ C°wn 
" . ::· ;i_ .. : . 

2811 21/5/54 Cape Riche 

2953 26/10/54 
pockleshell 

Jan. '55 

[ 
24/1/55 

- [ullY 
.. . _Ma ___ na...e;a..;d ___ G_o __ o_s_e · 

2673 15/4/54 Lake.?: ::- · ~ 
:·::.:·1.- J~- --

•. ·:•, ... r:~.,;J .... 
-~~-=.-· . .. , ... .... ... 

Kar~inyup 

. .. -- .. -···· 

2/1/55 

Place Where Distance 
Recovered rravelled 

• 

Cooper's 
Lake, near 
old mill in 
Peel Inlet. · 95 miles . 

· Greenough_ 
. River, 15 

mls s. E. 
. Gerald ton 

S\vamp 15 
mls w. of 
Wagin 

7 II 

15 II 

Ludlow 200 II 

6 mls W.or 
B'oyerine N. 
v'Voodanilling 

Durnbi tmooney 
Hotharn R .. 28 

5 II 

mls ·vr. · of About ~ 

· Pinge.lly 50 miles 
. . - . - - -·· ·· f 

15 mls s. or ~ 

Borden on the 30 " 
Pall.inup River , . , I 
Amelup, 15 mls 
s. of Borden 

1 340 II 

• 2 mls E. of 
1 Quindanning on 

. i Wi.lliams River 95 11 
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Band 
No •. 

Date ~lace Where 
Banded f Banded 

I I 

Date· of" . · I · Place .Where 
--·· Rcrnovery Recovered 

ll . - ~, . 1 ,.,:-- ·-~,;~- ·. 

' 3101 ~9/11/54 , ke • Mears 

KJrey Teal 

.19/12/54 Lake Mears 

3064 ~4/11/54. do. 
I 

-26/12/54 

1656 ~2/3/53 ~ig Bootine. .. 

t:~~~hBeer-- -1/1/55 

3111 2/12/54f Meckering 
listrict 
I 
I . 

3102 ~9/11 /54f lake 
~1ears 

3058 24/11 /5J do. -, 
I - --- ---

Dec. 
1954 

do. 

. 13/1/55 3024 23/11/51 do. 

3030 23/11/5lJl do. , ;_; _ I 16/1/55 I -·- ... -~ ·-·----.: . 
3104 29/11 /5J. do • . · Jan'55 

1658 

-.. -I -. . i' 
22)3/53 Big. Bootine( 

do. 

10. miles .. 
. SOU tn~· . 
Borden 

· Rocky Lnke 
on Av.on 
River 

5 miles w. 
of" Harvey 

-Ta~rblin 
Lake 

4 miles w. 
. of' Coolup 

14 miles Ei 
. . _B_tookton 

Avon River, 
· ·1-2-mls-_N. 
Yealering 

Distance 
Travelled 

It II 

250 II 

about 
45 II 

110 II 

50 " 

100 II 

10 II 

15 11 

Swamp, · Beer.;. 
mullah · 9/1/55 

Mar le! s Pool 1 
-··· . ·~Arihllr . Ri Ver, 

~ E. Righ~ury · 155 II 

· 3087 28/11/5~ Lake 
. . jMears 27/12/54 Lake Mears· 11 

- - - - ._ ! • 

- _,_., _ __ ___ _ 

-· . . . -.. - . ~ -· - , 
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STAFF NOTES 

._· ..... · •. . Tb.e Superintendent, Mr. A. J. Fraser, will tve Perth. by air on January 9 :ror a short ins:pec­
°crn:1of' ·the ·Broome pearl f'ishery. Mr. Fraser will 

m.ence two weeks' annual leave on JanUary ·17. 

. . .. Of':f'ic,ers at present on annual leave include 
pifbrisip.g Inspector J.E •. Bramley' Sefrior. Clerk H~.B. 
hgg, ··. Technical o:r:ricer J. s. Simpson, Inspector R .. J. 
1,:f!'a,/gnd Relieving Inspector A. K. Ivielsom,. who b.as 
.f:rr.'~t'~d a: s·uccessf'ul convalescence a:rter liis appen-
"iioperation. . . 

Inspector·N.E. IYtcLaµghlan, with Cadet 
:pector D. Wright as crew member, brought the p.v. 
·bruldhoo" into Fremantle on Decembe~ 22. 
,,,o,;, ),,," " ; " ' ' ' ' ' 

. ·,··.· Assistant Insp~ctor J. L. Ga~lop trans:rerred 
/i39--nbury temporarily in charge o:r that district on 
'0j11ber 6, and Ass ip.tant Inspector V. J. Sinc;l.air 
menaed as assistant· ·to Inspector H.J.. Murray at 
durah on December 23, a:rter completion of his annual 
ve. 

Assistant Insp~ctor B.H. Boyd and Cadet 
.Pector J. Milne came to Perth ::ror a break. i.n .. the 
ropolitan a!'ea on December 22. They will return to 

Is.land early this month.! 

The Clerk-in-Charge, Njr. B. R. Saville 9 

Inspector B.A. Carmichael and Cadet Inspector 
Simpson resumed duty last month a:rter annual leave. 
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STRANDING OF · L. li,. B. "THELMA 11 · 

About 10 p.m. on December 15 the L,F.B. 
11 Theima 11 (F91) ran on the norther.n ree·f . of the. south 
passage at Lancelin Anchorage. Assistant · Insp;ector 
Bruce Boyd immediately went aboard L.F.B. 11 Trimmer­
whee111 (skipper F. ConneJ,1) who moved his boat; which 
is fitted with a powerful searchlight :i c+ose t .o the 
"Thelma 11 and played his light on the stricken vessel, 
which was hard and fast -astern ·about 50 feet from 
Lancelin Island 9 with a fairly heavy sea running. 
L,F.B. 11 Carmen 11

, with Cadet Inspector John Milne 
aboard~ ~lso went out to the anchorage in the hope of 
putting a rope aboard the 11 Thelma, 11 but the rope was 
too short. Sixteen-year-old Cadet Milne in the mean­
time had gone. over .. the side into "Carmen's" dinghy to 
see whethei•'-· he-:could- board and assist "Thelma". 
Eventually a longer line was secured and with the help 
.of Cadet },Jilne and. :his dinghy, made fast to the 
11 '11helma. tt 

11 Trimmerwheel 11
. then t .owed her off. 

"Thelma 11 ha'd thr·own overboard a ·number of 
heavy objects 9 incltiding _i1 bags' of crays, b'ilt when 
morning broke 18 of the latter were recovered 9 the 
contents of . only 2½ bags having died overnight. 

. Despite the pounding she, took uThelma:i" which is 31' 
· in length, incurre.d only slight damage, al though she 
was compelled to r .~turn -.?9 Fremantle ·for su¢b.. repairs 
as were necessary..... .\ ': ' 

)tr: • . Boyd s 'ays that high•''pfa'ise · has been 
given to Oa._det ' Milne by all at Lar.icelin for t1:le fine 
job he did. ih passing the line frorr( ''Thelma" to 
11 Trimmerwh~e111. He adds that . he fully deserves all 
the prai~i~~ has received. · 

WILD DUCKS. 

(a) Duck Banding: After many disappointments at 
various lakes and swamps · in · the .. South-YVest:i Technical 
Offic~r J. Traynor ·~chieved some successful trapping 
at Lake Mears in the Brockton -:- Qua.trading area in 
November. A total of 137 birds was banded - mostly 

-V l V N° I . oL __. , 
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grey teal with a few mountain duck, a black and a 
pink-eared duck. A further 45 ducks were banded last 
month in the 1fockering district at swamps on private 
land: again grey teal predominated. 

The number of ducks banded since Mr. 
Traynor resumed operations last spring is 294 to the 
end of December, bringing the total banded since the 
inception of the scheme to 2113 birds. The individual 
species totals are as follows 

Black Duck 1511 Mallards 14 

Grey Teal 497 Coot 14 

Mountain Duck 49 Blue bald Coot 2 

Maned Geese (Wood Duck) 21 Moorhens 5 

Blue Wing Shoveller 1 
TOTAL • • • 2113 

Chestnut Teal 2 -
Pink-eared Duck 3 

In addition 16 coot and 1 crow have been 
banded with used duck bands previously returned. 

(b) Recoveries: Although the duck-shooting season 
opened two weeks ago there has been a singularly low 
number of bands returned. Only 5 were received to the 
end of December and these were all from grey teal -
four from birds banded with.in 3 weeks of opening day 
and one from a bi:rd banded on February 16, 1953, at 
Wardering Lake, near Woodanilling. The birds are 
believed to have been shot in the Brockton district, 
and as four of them were ·banded at Lake Me.ars they had 

· not got very far. The persons who sent the bands in are 
be.ing asked to supply ;-£he exact date and location and 
details will be published in the next issue of this 
Bulletin if received by then. 

(~) Opening Day: Reports so far to h~nd indicate that 
many shooters this year had a light Christmas dinner so 
far as wild ducks were concerned. Good shooting was 
had at Taar,blin Lake near Toolibi.n (east of Narrogin) 
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where most of the 60 shooters were able to secure the 
maximum bag. In the coastal areas between Mandurah and 
Bunbury the results were poor and at Chittering not 
much better. Gundaring Lake, though drier than last 
year, provided reasonable opportunities for shootersi 
as did Lake Mears north of Brockton, but generally 
these lakes represented isolated good spots, 

Black ducks are reported to be scarce 
from most centres - they onl;y comprised about 2% at 
Taarblin - and at least one Brockton shooter would 
like to see them protected for two years to give them 
a chance to build up again. We would be very pleased 
to receive notes of the occurrence of this species -
especially if they are seen in great numbers or in 
districts ,where they are not normally in quantity. 

LOST AND FOUNU 

Th.e long arm of coincidence has · reached 
out from a West Norway canning factory to this fair 
land of Australia. 

A Norwegian wom~n worker in the factory 
lost a -gold wedding ring a year or so ago, and 
although she looked higL and low was unable to find 
it. 

Now a letter has been received by the 
packing firm from an Australian correspondent who 
says he has found the ring in a tin of sardines. 
It is now on its way back to the ,owner. 

Not surprising, really, for after all 
Norwegian sardines are only young her-ring! 
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STAFF NOTES 

Inspector F.A.L. Connell, Fauna Warden, has 
submitted his resignation from the Department as from 
November 4 - the greener fields of private enterprise 
having lured him into the crayfishing industry. In 
addition to actively crayfishing at Lancelin Island, he 
will transport crays from the Abrolhos to Geraldton, 
using the T.M,V. Trimmerwheel. He is also negotiating 
for the lease of the Abrolhos and, if successful1 
intends to re-build the t0urist camp there. · 

Inspector G.C. Jeffery will succeed 
Inspector Connell as Fauna Warden, and Inspector A.V. 
Green will take over the Albany district. Assistant 
Inspector J.L. Gallop will be transferred to act as 
inspector temporarily in charge of the Bunbury district 
and Assistant· Inspector v-. J. Sinclair will replace him 
at Mandurah after the latter has completed his annual 
leave; Inspector A.K. Melsom will be stationed at 
Bunbury pending Assistant Inspector Gallop's transfer. 
Ass•istant Inspector G •. Coombes will be transferred to 
Fremantle as assistant to Inspector Davidson, and 
Assistant Inspector •B.A. Carmichael will be transferred 
to Geraldton~ after completing annual leave1 as assis­
tant to Inspector s.w. Bowler. 

Inspector J.C. Thair,on October 23 took over 
the Shark Bay district from Inspector R.J. Baird, who 
has been transferred to Fremantle in-command of the 
P.V. 11Garbo~ 11 The· Supervising- Inspector, Mr. J.E. 
Bramley, was at Sha.rk Bay· to sup-ervise the handover. 
Assistant Inspector B~H. Boyd is located in Perth and 
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OPEN SEASON FOR DUCKS 

The early summer this year will be. t ·aken 
into account by the Fauna Protection Advisory . 
Commit-tee when q.eliberating on :thefr recommendation 
to the Minister on a suitable pe'rlod for the· next . 
open season. ~hile some reports mention successful 
breeding in districts where permanent water abounds, 
it is cons~dered th.a~ generally the yea·r has been .El. 
poor one for- our' .. ',w:i,J.d-fow1. · 

The Committee has made arrangements to 
meet representatives of the Ca:·p ·el Gun Club and 
·1ocal residents a·t 'the Elgi·n Hall at s: p. m. on the 
evening of :i;;rovembGr· ~ -to· hear t ·he-ir views on the· date 
and times of the :. op'ehing of the season ·this year. 

C. S. I. ·R. O. BIRD BANDING :e~OMMENCES 
: . - .· - · , 

Operaitht1s: approved by the Chief' Warden of 
Fauna havc;: been ~ppoi-nted and equipped· by the . 

·c.s.I.R.9. ti)rria.rk wild' birds, using nu01.bered aluminium 
c~ s. r. R. o. rhigs; · ·· · · - , · ' = · 

. , . .. Aaiong these o~e.rator_~ is Mr. Ray ~i tken, 
headmaster· of the _Nyabing St.ate School, who 1s . 
specialising at· th.e moment~ on ·rnarkirig parrots and· · 
galah.s, and oospi te the short time he has been· o;perating 
he has had one recovery. 

Mr. Aitken _banded an .adult smoker parrot at 
Nyabi ng on August ··-241ast~ ... The·.: bi~r-d..:..w~.s shot on 
September 1, i.e., 7 days later, at a farm 28 miles 
east.:. o:f iulin by .. Mr. R. G. Argcrit. ·rhis rcprcs0nts a 
trav·c·i, . :t-n a northerly ·direction, of some 70 miles •. . 

• .: ,. • ·: • 1 . ' • ·- ' . • • • 1, :.. ! , ,. :. 

. I .t · 1 .. S : cxpccted that . ~ons.1dtrabio information 
on the. f eeding movEimcnts and gcineral dispersal ;of ·' : :.' 
parr.ots will be a_ccumulaiied a~ , the . ~esuit of - these ' · ; 
banding a G ti v-i ti e f? ~ . . i , . - . 

j . • ... . ~ 

I 
I 
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STAFF.NOTES 

The Clerk in Charge, Mr. B.R. Saville, and 
~lipervising In.1:1peqtor-, Mr. J.:E!_Bramley, will 

"nd 8: mee.ting with representatives of the Mandurah 
§eg Fishermen's Association at the Mandurah Road 
~O:frfice., on F'riday October f •. 
:i??;::';;'• ~·;+': :- \:'"' ' : ' ' : ' . : , 

}Nie /The~ Su.pez,intendent,. Mr. :£:.:s. 3"r-b.s~r,-•· en'crea wbrk, after anhual leave, on Septefuber 20. 

. • in~peqt:ors vV. ]?avidsoh .and J.C. Thair 
~e.sumed after" annual leave on Septefuber 22 and 27 
rieijpEfc.it.:v~lY, 

In$pector s.w.· Bo:Wler plans to start his 
annual leave on October 1 and Technical Officer J.S. 
s·illlpso.p., pp,111m~nce;s on~ WJ:1elts ap.t1u1:il leave on October 4. 
Inspect"'or; :A:;k. Mels.ofil -wfll relieve at G.era.ldton during Mr.<YBo~l:~J!>~f~~,i~s~nGe. . ... . . . . . . .. ' ·. . . .... 

"":~F;h>ru,:, ,.~~-tB.R. ?av:i.11~ had a week's holi4aY-. Ol;l. 
tfte·"(loldfielas frmir'September 20 to 26. · 

. The Supervising Inspectorj Mr. J.E. Bramley, 
.will leave Perth on October 11 for a tour of inspection 
c,f tile Alpany district g'efierally, including both 
l3Pookes' and Wilson's Inlets. 

. ;f:]£1 : . ,,,. •<~r, B.K. •.. Bowen of Head Office will commenee. ·• 
tw't.1"":weerliS.' an:n:u:al leave on Octoh~r 25. 
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Mr. B.H. Boyd will cqmmence duty as 
Assistant Inspector at Head Office on October 4. 

Inspector J.C. Thair will proceed to Shark 
Bay on October 21 to take over _ th~-''-~J,?_:!ir.t C.¥~ l,nspector 
R.J. Baird will return to Perth and, after annual leave, 
assume control of the p.v. "Garbo". 

PERSONAL PARS 

During the month Dr. G.M. DUnnett~ Researeh 
Officer of the Wildli-fe Survey Section of the c.s.I,R.O., 
called on the Superintendent and discussed aspects of 
his proposed work at Rottnest Island. Dr. Dunnett will 
for the time being be engaged on a population study of 
quokkas. 

INCREASED ALLOWANCE 

Administrative Instruction No. 93 received 
from the Public Service Commissioner sets out the rates 
of allowances to apply as from September 1, 1954~ 

Travelling and related allowances have been 
increased by 3/~d per day from 28/-d , to 31/-d, · 

The ·allowance for meals when .overnight · · 
travel is not necessary _has been inqr~~seq _from 6/-d to 
7/6~~ -. . . . . . . .· . 

The subsistence allowance for see."g"o~ng . Y· 

inspectors has not been altered a:s · this al1owance ' is 
not included in the general agreement between the 
Commissioner and the Civil Service Association. It is 
understood that a separate submission is t:5eing considered 
by the Commissioner. 

DUCK BANDING 

Technical Officer J. Traynor last month 
~psnt 12 days in di s t.riots as far north as Eradu, but 

. / 
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was unable to locate a suitable b·anding station. Twenty­
five ducks were trapped and banded at Glengarry on the 
Greenough River and one bird which had previously been 
banded at 11.oor:a ente_red the trap. Enquiries and obser­
vations made in the Three Springs and Winche~ter areas · 
led to the opinion that the poor winter had res tilted in 
the early. drying out of the smaller lakes and swamps. 
Mr. Traynor i'ound that there were , any number of ·birds 
on Yarra , Yarra Lake, but owing to i t .s extent · trapping 
was impossible there. 

Other inquiries indicated that ducks are 
st11i well scattered in the ·south and are not in auy 
numbers •at the Cape Riche, Wardering or Karrinyup 
ba'nding stations. An encouraging report mentioned large 
numbers of duc.k at Lake Jasper south of Nannup, and 
observations PY the Fauna Warden (Mr. F.A.L. c:onnell) 
during his wheatbelt inspections confirmed reports that 
:Lake Mears {abau,t !ti miles south of Quairading) should 
be successful .as a banding station. 

REMARKABLE . RECOVERIES 

A Li ttl.e Crow 

, _ , . . ,•· ·· During September one of our most interesting 
band ·:refover-ies ·occurred when a band previously placed · 
on a Li tt)ei 6row was returned. 

. In order to ascertain which species of crow 
ha~ been ~liguing Kalgoorli~ residents,. Honorary Warden 
Paul Wood caught a bird and forwarded it to P,erth by · 

i·- pas.seng~r train on June 1. It was identified as · being 
an immature Little Crow (Corvus bennetti). A·band was n placed . on the . bird's leg by Technical Officer Traynor 
and. it .was released from the latter's home in North 
Perth ~ti ihe evening pf June 2. Mr • . C.F. Bre~ster re~ 
.turned the band last month and informed us that he had 

. r.ecovefed it from a crow on September 22 at a place 
, 40 ,· m.ile~ east of' Narrogin between Harrismi th and Tin­

kurrin. As far as we are aware, this is the . only crow 
to have been banded and the recovery of the band, besides 
being tlle first recorded movement of this species,. also 
demonstrates the remarkabie results which may be obtained 

· 'by · ;th~ use of banding techniques. 

/ 
./ 
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STAFF NOTES 

The Superintendent, Mr. A •. J. Fraser, the 
Gle rk-in-Oharge, Mr. B~ R. Saville and.· Technic1:,.l 0:ff'icer 
J. 81,;: Simpson, together visited Mt. · Barker, Albany ·and 
Pemb'erton :r·rom Au.gust :27 ~:.30 on trout acclimatisation. 
They attended: the qua.rte~1y.: riieeting o:f the·· Trout·: Accli­
matisation c'ouncil of:W.A •. a·t Albany and' tlie annu~l : 
meeting of tne·, Pemberton~Wa!'ren: Trout AcclimatiEf1ition 
Society at Pembel,'ton. · .. , .. 

',; 

.'The. Superintendent will sta~t annual: le'ave on 
September 4 and 'i•ecommence··' db.ty on September 20.. . 

Inspect·or W. Davidson will commence annual ieave 
on September 2. He intends to holiday in Sydney • 

Messrs N.E- McLaughlan and J.C. Thair have been 
promoted·to Inspectors, Grade 2, Class G-II-1 as :from June 

. 1 5 :, 1 ~54. . . : . ' ,'; ' ·, ' 
, .· : .. _:_' . r .,. 1 ... •· 

,:_, ' .Mr. ·B.K. Bowen o:f,flead 0:f:fice b:as ·b'een <J.F, 
. app·o·inted to Item/-1618; Clastr'C-II-1 a.'s r'"i'•o'm:Ju~ ,3SJ7, 1954. 

. . . Inspector N;.:E;. Mc~augh.lan, with Cadet-Inspector 
· D. Wright as' crew memoer, · br9ugh t th.e p·; v. 11Kooru;tq~oo" 
to· Fre·ma:r,.tle .1;.r9m Geralcito.n' ·on ·August: ·27. She w.i_1::u-rbE3 
ref! tted · immedJate ly 'for tq:'e southepn:·· ·ifrii'yf'ish',seasq_n .. 
09m,menctng ·anoo:t ":D:ecember '1., ·,\iu ·•,,::. ·_·tfr. , • · · • .:,-.·' 
;: ;:· .. "f,··~:' ~ ·~··· .. :. ·. :-~ .. ,· ... : .... · . .' , .. · ·. ·. :1::'' •,.,--, •:;,• ·::.\~ . .: 

'•,: .. ). . . ,. 



OPEN SEASON FOR_EMUS 

In a recent Governm.ent _Gazet.te emus were 
declared to be not protected · ·in the Albany, Denmark, 
Plantagenet and Manjimup road districts for six months 
as from August 1, 1954. During this period any person 
may take emus on Crown land or on private land with the · 
owner's permission. As in the case of kangaroos : · 
protection is not lifted in. flora and fauna reserves, 
timber reserves, and all State Forests and National 
Parks and any other reserves under the control of a 
board or other body which has gazetted regulations 
protecting fauna. . 

OPEN SEASON FOR FINCHES 

· As conditions in the Kimberleys -were reported 
to be normal, tl-i.e open season proclaimed this- year is 
for the ~sual period from September 1 tQDecember 31. 
During ·this period: people desiring to trap any of our 
indigen·ous finches for gain or reward may . obtain a 
license providing they satisfy the Chief #arden of Fauna 
t .hat their trapping techniques and hdding facilities 
are of a sufficiently high standard. !he fee of such 
a license is t2 Sut it does not relieve the holder from 
the necessity of obtaining separate licenses for each 
consignment of f'i nches to be exported from the Sta t_e. 

DUCK BANDING 

Technical Off'icer J. Traynor has made arrange­
ments to commence banding operations at Glengarrie Station 
near Eradu iri thi Qeraldton district this month. 

Mr. Traynor has pointed out that· if. trapping 
is suocessf'til it will be the first time that ducks have 
been banded north of' Moora. It will be interefiting to 
discover · whether . bir•ds f'rom Gerald ton migrate •to the . 

south or to the ·north, or whether they scatter indiscri­
minately as appears to be the case :f-:rom the southern 
banding .stations. 
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Recoveries: Since the publication of the last Bulletin 
tb.e fol lowing band·s have been recovered:- · 

.. --I Date I Pl ace Where Date of' - Place Where Distance 
Noa~ Bano.ed Banded Recovery Recovered Travelled 

... . ' 
,.!• - .. . :.. 

Duck: 
.. .... --· Black -: 

' 
210.3· ·• 8/1/54,, · ·: Between Jan. Found dead Found by :,_·~rrinyqp.i _· __ 

' anci , :Ap_ri1 ·. Hyde Park gardener 
. f ';• 'c' ' 

., . ' ~ .. ·~---, .. ad~,· 2093 do. . . ~.o. de.; ·. • do. . • \ .. . . 
. . . , .. .. . 

2293" '25/1/54
1 . Queen's . . 

Gardens .~o. do • . do. 
: • 1_ . • .. 

. - . .. 
2575 2.:3/3/54 do. ._do •. do. do. 

. . 

1785 21/4/53 do • do. do. do. 
-
1937 .2/5/53. Karrtnyup do. do. do. , , . . . . 

•• ,! -
·- ... ~--' 1 \! ,. ·: •, 

OUR FAUNA CHAMPIONED 
;.• \ : . . ! .· \:- t -_: • 

.,! , ·_ , : · • 

. •,_ · .. ·1· . . ·: ' ·. . . :· . ' . . . . . ... ' . ·· .. · . . , .. ,, . . 

a: .- ,1 . _: _; -. Wiljeri -aq.pres,s-ir;tg '_t .he .; ~:an..:.,r_nqfan··oceah Sq \ enc~ . 
Congr.~ss· !Dp •. 'S-._.L • . ·Hru,-~·.,:atta-dk~µ ";wtiat J1e . call~d pt1r: -wanton 
destructi,on . of' kangafoos , ·and emq.s. He exp~Jj_ss'e·a _the view 
widely J~:~d pv~rseas·, that this State, 'i's a · museum· of' . . 

. 1-J.ving-.- ob~ects ·. and our fauna sl10uld be. :9;ount'.ed among 
the wonders of the world · and preserved r ·or. posterity. 
Dr. Hera's views should be treated with the utm6st res­
pect, 13.9 i ·n addition to being qualified as the director 

· of . Zpciltlgical Survey of' India he · is also Secretary of 
the Indian Boarc:1; ror Wildlife - and his opinions on the 
worth of our fauna are unsullied by familiarity. He .has 
suggested th~:11- :: j;he .State sho.uld .q~.t ; up a,n organisation 
to . capture s-ome -·or· rthe ·· ·surp:io:s kl:i'ifia:r-oos· and · emus . and 
export them to other countries where they would bring 
high .. p~_icesf: ' ··n_e: warned Australia ', agai:ri;st such act·i ons as 
the .$'QPEfa,d±'ng ·'of the kookab'ur.ra and L t he' importation of 
rab 5t ts · '$.nd : foies : arid :· pointe·d ·tfut .>the · ··t-remendous :,atount 
of.,4§,~ge· __ :<i..xotl c fauna . caused when- once acclimatised in 
a. -'- i:iJJw ' loca.li ty. : -'s ·. 

-.. : : ! . ;_ {' .. . 

,J _j) 
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STAFF .. NOTES 

Technical Officer L. G. ·Smith entered hospital 
on July 29 and underwent an operation on the sam.e .. day. 
On the following day he rang to say that the·: operation 
was successful and th-at he was feeling one hundred per­
cent. 

The Superintendent, Mr. Fraser, returned to 
Perth on July 17-<trotn an _interstate Fisheries conference 
in Sydney. · · · 

Th.e·Supervising Inspector, Mr. J.E. Bramley, 
will car~y otit a no~thern inspecti6n lastin~(~bout a 
fortnight commencing on August 9.· He Will proceed as.f~r: 
north as Carnar>vo.n, taking in Dongara, Gerald tum and 
Shark' Bay· en r'.oute. 

Uir/ 'Ian· Bartholomew of Head Office ·i,ntends. 
taking his annual leave from August 9. In'spe·ctori. A. J.­
Bateman. will also take annual leave this month •. :Inspec­
tor A,V. Gr>een,of Bunbury, commenced leave on July 26. 
:{:~pector' Melsom is r.elieving. 

. . . . 
. . .·. I'ps:pector H.J. Murray recommenced duty after 

annua1 leave '.: on J·u'l'y 26. 

r Teoh. Off J. Traynor was absent on sink leaye 
from July 13 to 19 but now seems his normal self again. 

-
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WHEAT-iBELT INSPECTION 

Shortly after the pa,riy returns from· the . 
. .Murchisqn"'."'Q.ockleshe 11 ,· Gul:ty ~I";e_?.,s , .. :B1.a..um1 __ Ward.en. ~-: .. _4. L •. •, -~-.. 
-· (fonrieii. will carry out a detailed inspection of areas 

lying between Perth and Mer_rt:1cl_,tI1. He will proceed · 
through :York, Beverley, Quairading, Bruce Rock and 
Narembee:n to Ivierredi n and the lower part of the Mt . · 
Marshall Road District ana·· return thro.ugh Kellerberrin, 
Tammin, Cunderd1n arid Northam. 

. . Apart f'r.om investigating. the prevalence of 
kangaroo:s and emus, :he w111 i n'.terview Road : Board Secre­
taries, Farmers' Union of.ficia.ls, Police Officers and. 
Honorary Wardens in respect td fauna matters generally. 
Many ' complaints have been received o;f unlicensed shooting 
and othe~ breaches of the protection laws in these areas 
in recent months. 

DUCK BANDING 

Inst month l'echnic'al Officer J. Trayno-r ·, · 
visited~ site at Greenbushes which had been r~commended 
as a banding centre. 

Although disappointed with the number of 
ducks which used the area, Mr. Traynor decided that it 
may be possible to establish a station there at certain 
times of the year. 

On his way and 9n :the return, investigations 
were made into alleg~d briach~s of fauna protection. Mr 
':Craynor was a~companied by Inspector A.V. Green ·in the 
Bunbtiry district insp~ctions~ 

Recoveri:es: Since th13 publication .of the previous Bulletin 
· tb.e .fol:l.owi ng bands have been returned. 

I 

. All but one of the.se were handed in by Mr. R. --6-ook . who~e '":farm-near -Moora·-·was -used-as . a·-batici:t'ng . s-ta ti on. 
Mr, Cook is of th:e opinion that frot!} the time they were 
ban~eg ~ntil they were shot the ducks had not left his 
property. . · · 

. / 

I 
I I 
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WARNING .FOR WILDFOWL 

In June last, Honorary Warden Waverney Ford 
of Fremantle reported that many black swans and wild . 
duck were _being. killecl. by crashing into a recently 
erected higl1 tension cable intersecting their . flight 
path between Bibra Lake and Horth Lake. . . . . •' . ' -· 

The matter w1is investigated and a:" repor·t .: 
forwarded to the State Electricity Commission. Th-e 
Commission proved most co""'.operl;l.tive. A senior engineer 
accompanied .the Department's· Fauna Warden, Mr. F •. A. L. 
Connell, to the site and made an inspection. Advic~ 
has since · been rec~i~ed· from the Commission -that a 
measure .r•ecommended by ;\,ir. Connell ·has be en adopted< . 
Aluminium dis~s treated with lumirtous paint will be sus­
pended at intervals along the cable, . and it is hoped 
that they will give the . birds adequate warning of the 
new hazard in thiip etitebiished lfne of fli ght. 

· / .on ,J.u1y · 1 , Technical Offi-cer J.S. Simpson 
I , inspectea·· n_ i:lcm on· tho property of' Mr .• s. No.rth at Byford. 

\ 
I 
l 

I 
I 

. ·1 

The dam was approximately· 8 yds long and 5; yds wi.de and.-· , , 
only 2' 6 11 deep. It is fed by a permanent stream and ·hot'ti 
the inlet drain and outlet are screened. Trout fry were 
planted in the dam in 1952 and 60 . o.rl: 70 fish have survived 
and are now 10-12 inches .in length and are reported to be 
in excellent condition. Mr. i: No.r..th ho_pee, that · the fish 
will spawn in the feeder drain and does not intend to 
fish his pond until after the third year. 

FI'O 'll .July l9 ' ' to 2) ""ttie Clerk..;in-Ch~rg9' .9 Mr. , J:?.R • . 
Saville, and Tech,nicai ·officer J~S. Simpson held :,meetingE) . -

• • • -- • I 

with. intert:l§t.~.d people . at proposed trout distr;j_\;)u_ti(Jn .. , ., . · 
centres. · Th~ _.:purpose .. o:f ttl!S ':' in:e 'etings was · f.irstly t q _:·· -, = 
acquaint f'armers .witt1 ' ,:the d-etai1s bf ' arrival;. ti'.ruesand . 
deli v:ery . .i~pra.ngements, .and ·sec ond1y · 'to minimi_s1;3 losEWp · · · 
due to incorrect h.andling fr 'om th€ m.bttlent of' deli ve i~y to : .. 
the time of release of the trout· in tq;.e1 dams .o~ . ponds·. · · 
Arrangement~, ~ere ~<;1-q-~, _a_t eac,h. ce_ntre for the use of a · , 
central :dam, f .r _om vvni.ch water vnll be taken for · the fa ?:>IT: •3 r s 

/ 

.I 
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The Superintendent (Mr. A.J. Fraser) will 
leave Perth on Sunday July 4 to attend a conference in 
Sydney. 

On June 18 Miss Carol Paramor was farewelled 
at an informal afternoon ·tea. She had tendered her re­
signation from the Service to enter Nurses' Training 
School. Carol wa~ presented with an Onota pen and pencil 
set and subjected to a spate of good wishes. 

Miss Paramor was replaced by Miss Pam Pegrum 
who came to ~s from the Superannuation Board. 

Or.i>Apri'l · 5' Mis·s Val Hogan was sent to us as a 
forwa·ra. replacement for Shirley horwood and it just .eq.ows 
how well Val fitted into our family that we overlooke.d 
welcoming her at the time of farewelling Shirle~~ 

Inspector F.A.L. Connell handed over the p.v. 
11Kooruldhoo" to Inspector Neil McLaugl1.lan on June 15 and 
came to Perth to assume the duties of Fauna Warden. 

Insp~ctor H.J. Murray.had proposed to take'. 
fiis.'J,~ave·-1ast month but it was found nec{:1ssary to post-· 
:pone it until .July 5~· ···· · 

Inspector A.V. Green plans to take his annual 
leave commencing July 26. Inspector A.K. Melsom will 
relieve at Bunbury during Mr. Green's absence. 

/ 
i, 
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It will be seen that the total production 
was stepped up a-lmost 100 9 000 lb. as the result . of- an 
increased tak~ from all Groups. The catch per man 
increased in two areas· but decreased in the ot~er two. 
Ttrn montl1 was unexpectedly _ gbod 9 but ,so far no con­
vtncing .:reas0n · has · be6n propouhded , to account for the 
im~r6vement. The progfessivi tot~ls _snow _that for the 
P~~iod to the end of May this se~iori there _·is an increase 
of 3369870 lb. over th~ production for the . same period 
last year. · 

FAUNA PROTECTION- ADVISORY COiVi1•1ITTEE 

At a meeting of the · sub-committee on bird 
b~nding the Chairman (Mr. Fraser) read a letter received 
from the C.S.I.R.Oa Wildlife Survey Sqction which set 

U out the Council~s plan regarding centralisation of bird 
~l banding. Mr. Fraser said that at the recent Interstate 

Fauna Conference in Melbourne some States opposed the 
idea of centralisation on the grounds that they would 
lose their identity with current banding programmes and 
also lose- the contacts_ and -goodwill ·established after 
considerable effort and expenditure. 

_ After some discussion it w~s _deci4ed to 

~ 
recommend to the full ~ornmittee that complete State 
control be maintained over the banding of traditional 
game birds. _ Vvtt_h __ regard to all other··spe·ctes -- 01··b1rds 

-it was- :ccfrisfdered that while permits should be issued 
_ to 'approved personnel 9 it __ \~as ___ fe -1-t- --that it should be 

--- -a :co·ndition of tl:le permits issued tha.t copies of all 
· ~ records and information supplied by the 1n to thq 
- _ d~ S. I;• R. O. should -~e _ fo:0warded sit -th-e- same time · t? th is 

- Department. It was decided to make a recommendation 
accordingly. 'I'he Chairman state_d there would be no 
administrati~e ~bj6dtion to th~ Department , advising 
whether applicatlom for permits made by c. s. I. R~ O. 
dpe~~tori wo~ld , be approved before similar: ~pplication 
was made to C.s.r.R.O. Any c.s.r.R_.o, .. operato1n1 .,working 
on the State I s duck banding progrQ.m111E:l . _woui.d .be -11-e-q-u-ired 

. to. use the Department Is . ovin r{rigs Elnd record forms. 
. , " ' . . . 

. : ·. . . . . . .. . . ·: . -·:· 

~Tr. F:raser said · that the_ puck band.ing -season 
just . concluied was · a ·-aisapp6:i-ci{ing on/3 in that only just 
over 800 ducks had been banded as against the target of 

I 

.I 
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l 
} 2,000. He pointed out that ~he declin~ in the banding 

figures was not the result of any lessening of activity, 
but rather because of a number of una_voidable causes, 
the principal one being th€3 abnoraial;'seasonal conditions, 
which caused ducks to cong~~gate ii :a different pattern 
.from last year. Mr. Tray'nor said · that. next seasqn he 
would commence early in_ .the Three sp·rtngs area and gra­
dually work; southwards. He· consid<3red the slz'e' of the 
present bands was satisfactory for .mountain duck, · but 
needed to ·be_ ½11 shorter_ f'or black duck and ¾" shorter 
for grey teal. · Mr. Fraser s a id that the required sizes 
would be procured before the riffxt ·banding season com­
menced. 

T.he full Committee met on June 24,when the 
recomme ndation of the _!:3ub-commit~ee was approved. 

At this meeting the acting Chairman, Mr. B.R. 
Saville, announced that the Governor in _Executive 
Council had appointe.d . Mr •.. · John Bateman Higham, of · 
"Minigin", Narrog_;_n, as a member of the Committee in place 
of the late Major H. M. Whi'ttell. It is understood that 

)tr~ Higham is at present on the high seas on his way to 
England and will be away from Wes tern Australia for about 
six months. It will be remembered tha t Mr. Higham was 
some ti.me ago c,1p_poi nted an Honorary Warden of Fauna for 

.. the Narrogin Di~trict. · · · · 

HONORARY WARDENS OF 'jf AUiiA .. 

~- :The Governor in Executive Council has appointed 
a furth~~ six Honorary Wa rdens and their names an~ ~ddresses 

·are--·listed below. Mr •. O.A.S. Stark, late Qf Collie' has 
been transferred and has tendered his resigna tion. These 
alterations bring the number appointed and currently 
ho!1i~gJoffice to 161. 

Colliver, S.G. 
Day, E·~•H ~ 
Lover'idge, R. 
Powell, A.G. 
Quartermaine 9 F.L/ 
War ham_., J". · 

159 Victori a Avenue 1 Claremont. 
~parradine Roadt .Armadale. = 

Box 65 1 Narembeen. · · 
Chillinup, via Borden. 
f'Palomar" 9 : North.am. 
0/- Mrs. James, 110oringa", Upper 
lalgan River 1 Albany. 

- - - - - - - --------------
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EOHIDNA OR SPINY ANT -EATER 

Inspector S, W. -Bowler reported last month 
that two natives captured one of tl'lese interesting 
little animals close to the town of Geraldt cm. Local 

_ residents told Mr. Bowler that they w·ere the first 
seen for a number of years. It should be · understood 
however that the echidna, like tl'le nutribat or banded 
ant:-eater, is a shy and more or less nocturfhal creature 
and is -~are ly seen because · of' - its na tu.re and habits 
.rather. than its rr,ri ty. Mr. L. Glo.uert states that 
numbers of specimens ho.ve been forwarded from Geraldton 
to the Perth M~seum in the past. 

_ DUCK BANDING 

_ Banding activities conc.luded for the winter 9 

at _least· _in _ the South-West, on JYir. Traynor' s return 
from O~pe Rich~ . l~s~ Maj~ · · 

Recoveries to hand since the publication ef 
the last ~ullett~ are as follows:-

I 
Date 

No. Ringed 
Place Whe.re 

Ringed 
Date -of 1' - Place Where Dis ta nee 
Recovery . Recovered Travelled 

_2207 

2427 

· 1932 

1084 

I - L __ 
Black Drick· 1- -- -

i 
1 9/1 /54 _ ~ake Karri nyup ! 9/5/54 Dale River 9 

.Beverley dts-

I 

. 18/2/54 :ci601c 1·s Farm !22/5/54 
Moora 

1/5/53 GWelup Swamp, f 6/5/54 
Wanneru ,_, 

20/1/53 Queen's _ Gardensj· aif5(54_ 

: tr1ct · I iO m11es 

Wanp~.mal,, _ __ 
Girig;Ln. Pistrtpt -_ 

- · l35 

1· Duck. PC?ol , near 
, Lake Cli;ftop. 6,0 

Gwambygine 
Pool on Avon 
River, 7 miles 
s th of York 55 

II 

" 
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No. Riµged , Ringed Recovery
1 

Place Where Distance 
RecDvered Travelled 

Date Place Where,!Date of · 

---- r. t1a~_k_D_u_c--t-k_(_C,_o_h_t_d_) __ ,_+-,--..----
.. 

· i 21'89. 1 _511·/5'4 _· _Lake · ·26/5/54 In paddock 
at Waroona 

2246 

2315 

2338 

Karrinyup 

21/1/54 do. 

13/2/54 Cook's Farm 
lVIo or a 

I 
15/2/541 Cook's Farm 

!Moora 

27/3/54 

14/5/54 

28/5/54 

I 

I 
i 
i 

I 
I 

l 

Wokalup 

1 mile' N.E. 
Mogumber 

5 miles Nth 
of Mogumber I 

j 

65 miles 

85· " 

30 

25 

The following tabl~ sits out the different 
species of ducks banded, bands recovered from each species 9 

and the percentage of recoveries up to June 30, 1954. 

Black 
Duqks 

1

1

• Grey 
Teal 

i 
Others Total 

1
Mountain ! Ivianed 

1 Duck I Geese - -----.-. --'------,..-----------_,_ ____________ ..,.,....... 
Bah:a·i~/a. : •_; >n f :1·414 I 318 

I• ·. f .. 
i : 

Recovered 1 · 75 1 s 
33 

3 
I 

Percentage of 
Recoveries i 5.3r~ 

i 
9.09% 

ODDS MlD ENDS 

21 33 1819 

96 

•' : • • r ~ I • 

The Hippopotamus is a valuable aid to .· 
commerc.i'al fisheries in qga"Q.da. He _is an inhabitant 
of ~iv~r~ aBd lakes, and his e~creta contrlbut~s to 
the for mation:· .o.f ph.yttJJ;Jianldon, which - serves · as food 
for tilapias, ', th.osq fish which are an indis•pens:a•le 
part . o'f· _n .s t i _ve · eq·Qp.pmy. · 

.I 
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STAFF NOTES 

Supervising Inspector Mr. J.E. Bramley and 
the Relieving Inspector, Mr. A. IC M:elsom 9 last month 
carried out district inspections in the Bremer Bay and 
Albany areas and later in the month in the Man.du.rah · 
district. · 

Mr. Bramley~ accompanied by Technical Officep 
Mr.J. Simpson~ will shortly visit Moora to·investigate 
reports of the presence of 10 inch fish·in a dam which 
has been dry gt different times in the last th~~i 7~a~s. 

Inspector H.J. Murray·proposes to take his 
annual leave this month. Mr. A,K. Melsom will aEB.1me 
the Mandurah district responsibilities during Mr. 
Murray's absence. · · ·· · 

Captain H.C.W. Piesse.with crew members R.M. 
Crawford and Oedet Inspector M.J. Simpson sailed on the 
research vessel 11 Lancelin 11 for Exmoutb. Chlf at midnight 
on Monday, May 24. C.S.I.R.O. Technical Officer K. 
Godfrey is also on board and will assist i~ research 
work on prawn and other fisheries in northern wat~rs 
up ·to Hampton Harbour~ ·The 0Lancelin 11 is not·· e:x:pected· 
back: in. Fremantle until next Novembe·r. 

. Assistant Inspector N.E. McLaughlan and Cadet 
Inspector J. Milne are patroliing the ·-:t:?.ottne·st area 
in the P.V. 11Garbo 11 .; · 
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-7 fish. As may be judged from this, Mr. Simpspn n.as 
the - transp-ortation unit fUnctioriing ·111. · first-class 

. working order. , 

____ __ ,FAU:NA 

From the 3rd - 13th May, the Senior Clerk 
and the Technical 0fficer,Mr. J. Traynor, carried out 
a survey on the prevalence of kangaroos and emus in 
many road districts ·in the South.:.West. - They were -
joined at Bridgetown on the 10th by Inspector A.V. 

_GreEl°lJ who accompanied them through the Bridgetown, . 
Upper Blackwood, Balingup, Preston and Capel districts. 
Opinions of Road Boards, Farmers' Union Branches, 
local farmers and Honorary Wardens were obtained on 
.the amount of datnage suffered and the pros and cons . 
of open s,easons. Wherever necessary , details of the 
permit system were explained, as it was known that there 
was, in some quarters~ a poor conceptioh oi the :1a~s 
relating t6 -protection and permits obtainable by t 

property owners. 

As . would be expected, there was a marked 
difference of opinion even within one section of the 
same rmaa district,'and ·all . opinions will be carefully 
weigheci before any action is taken to have further 
open seasons proclaimed. 

DUCK BANDING 

Acting on information received from Inspec­
tor _ G,C. Jeffery at .A.lbany.9 Technical -- Officer J. 
Traynor proceeded to Cape Riche and in lrns than a 
week was able to band 134 ducks. This number consisted 

- of 69 black duc k. , _62 · grey teal, one mountain duck and 
t wo chestnut teal, the latter being the firs~ chestnut 
teal banded. These figures bring the total number of 
bandings for the yeEJ,:r - :liP . 644 and the grand total to 
1819, 

Recoveries: Since publication·· of .. th~ last Bulletin 
the following bands have been returned:-

-~p "'"hS~f/\ :f ~ L 9~~ , V~ Lill , tJ 
0

• l . 
I 
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___ :....,._ __ _____,.,. 
; • • • .• · •. I • ' • 

NO. 
D8:te - j· Place Where : Date of ·· i Place Where .jTh:Lswnce : . 

Ringed · I · Ringed 
1 

Red6very ! Recove:red -. j'fm:ret:led -------~-~-r---.. ~ 
[ · Black' Duck' I .· 

2092 

1709 

2481 

2108 

2504 

2516 

'j 

1 7/1/54 Lake _ 20/4/54 · Lake Clifton 
· KEJ.rrinyup near Lime i 

I 

20/4/53 ! Queen's 
;. Gardens 

5/3/54 I Wardering 
i Lake 
i 
I 

8/1 /54 i Lake 
Karrinyup 

I 

.J: . 9/3/54 I Wardering 
- 1 Lake .... i . . . 

. . . i 
! 12/3/5~ : do. 

. ·L . j 

t j . · I 

· Kilns . · ! 65 miles , , I 

. I 80 . _II _27/3/54 
. : 

Woknlup 

. I· . 
1/5/54 • ; 1 mile west .. · ! i1cirring Lake=·.- '6 

4/5/54 

unknown 

I 

I .. 
1Wilson's 
l Inlet 

j Brunswick 
1 Junction 
I 

85 

II 

II 

15/4/54· - jl Quarbin: 
· · Lake . · i • 1 O , :: 11 

2476 i,. . 5/3/54- t 
; . 1_ · 

do. 

l . - I · 
) Douglas . swamp ' · 
j Woodani lli hg 8 11 

'6/5/54 
l . 

2378 

1595 

2495 

2513 

2052 

i 
16/2/54 ! , t 

l 
Cook I s ] 1arm 
Moora 

. . I 

6/3/53 i Q;ueen' s · 
I Gardens 
I 

8/3/54 [ Wardering 
f Lake 

12/3/54[ Wardering 
1 Lake 

2/5/54 

5/5/54 

14/5/54 

7/5/54 

I Grey :Teal 

18/12/5~ .Watson's 
Lake Dum­
bleyung 

i 
i 24/4/54 -

. I 
I 

1 . > 

Main Qp,ittef- • 
ing Lake . 1 50 · . ti 

I 
! • 

Zoological Gdns 
South _Per_th) 2 
: . ····- · : · ·!- , 

3 mi'-ies ·wes't 
Norring Lake 6 

i 
Capel District 

: 65 

! 

ti 

II 

II 

Cape Ri? q~ __ J.1 00 ;r 

. '· I· . 

i 
I 

.I 
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Date -f Place Where ·1 Da't'e of · · Plffe e W b.e l'e I DI.stance 
No. Ringed 1 Ringed• . , Recovery · Recovered . '11rmre1Jsd 

I 

. i Grey I . 
Teal 

N•-- • • 
( contdl} 

1599 19/3/53 Big Bootine 9/5/54 Gundaring 
Swamp, Gm.gin Lake 9 Wagin 17 o nil.Es 

1500 26/2/53 Lake ... not yeii On a dam 
Kc,rrihyup known near Wagin . 130 

SEA POLLUTION 

. r 

With the erection df an 6il refinery at 
Kwinana well under way, and progress ··being made in the 
establishment of other tefineries around Australia's 
coast, it is indeed fortunate for us that doncert~d 
international efforts are being made to reduce oil 
pollution of· the sea. 

II 

Br·itain in 1922 prohibite.d the discharge of' 
oil 'Within territorial · limits of . he·r coast ·and since 
1926 ·ship owners of. ~ countries have volunta1-ti ly 
refrain~d from diEcha~ging oily waste within ·a 50-~ile 
limit • . Contamination from sea wate•rS conies from two 
main sources - tankers and oil· burning ships' • . :. ,ti:j' 
tankers, du.ring the · ·trip from the point of 16ad'i 11.g· to 
the :port · of di'scharge, an oily sludge t ·ends·'·h, :forin at 
the bottom of the crude oil ·. tanks and over .. a long · . . 
journey this siudge may amount to · 20 qr ·30 'tons • . After 
discharging its oi 1, the : tankef gas to fili. ~up ' some of 
its ta'nks with sea water as ballast and later nt sea · 
all tan~s ·: ~re cleaned and ttie cotitaminaie~watej .ptl~~ed 
out • . The· total discharge ·o.f · sludge ,contaminnted water 
may approximate 7,000 tons 'from· a single tanker. ·These 
crude oil washings spread rapidly over the sU:rf:ace 'o'f 
these~; prevailing winds and currents can carry them 
to the ~h6re eveti though they may hai~ ·beeri ~~posited 
many miles o·ut to . sea. . . 

. I 
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STAFF NOTES 

A Butf'et Lunch was par.taken at Head Of'fice 
on ·Thur~day 15th'April for the occasion bf farewell­
ing. Miss Shi~lei Nbr~oodi who resi~ned as tr6m 5 p.m. 
to b·ecome Mrs. F~ank ·Silva. · Various officers ex- . 
tended to Shirley and Frank tb,E1ir.best wi.shes ·and 
hopes• for the future ·and the Superint~ndent (Mr. A.J. 
Fraser), on ~ehalf of officers of the ~epartment 9 · 

presented her with an eight p:i,eoe crystal fruit set. 
Miss Norwood br.avely responded. and $peqially asked 

· ,., that offi9er.s wt:J:9. were not able, _tc:i.' be p'r,esent be 
· :ex-tended tier, and Fr&nk's, . .appreciation of the gif't 

which they would cherish. , ·· 

Clerk-in-oha:r:-ge Mr. B.R. Saville commenced 
annual leave on· the 21st· April. 

~1he Superintendent and th~ Clerk-in-charge 
Wi1~ atte~d ~-~$eting of the.Trp~t Acclimatisation 
Council at Bridgetown on Sunday. 9th May~ 

. Assistant Inspect·or ·N.: 'McLaughlan returned 
from leave on 12th April. · · 

Cadet Inspector M •. J. 'Simpson will :finish 
his Nat:ional. Serv:i.c:e/ Tr:a:in.ing on t.he 4th May and re-
turn to duty on the 5th- May •. , · · ,: .. ,~ .. :. -''.--·., .. 

The Supervising 'r~'sp~'ctclr J.E. Bramley and 
Inspector A.K. Melsom will shoi>t1y be going to the 
Bremer Bay and Albany areas on special investigation-
al work. · 

J?.V. "Garbo" is ready now to go to sea and 
will operate in the Rottnest area for' the herring 



( 

season. Assistant Insp6ctors N. ~cLaughlan and J. 
Sinclair will be on board. 

Inspector S. W. Bowler expects to go to the 
Abrolhos Island early in May on inspectorial work. 

DUCK BANDING 

The Fauna Research Officer, Mr. J. Traynor, 
ac;QQmpanied by an officer of the Zoological Depart­
meri"t of the University, visited Gingin area early last 
~onth to collect blood s ~mples ~f kangarb6~ and al~a · 
to ascertain the possibilities :for banding in the, 
Bambun and Nambung Lake districts. Geographical con­
ditions were favourable at one small lake, but the 
total off ducks present was only , about 100 and not 
worthwhile bringing the traps . up from Perth. After 
the rese a rch ·work was completed Mr • . Traynor returned 
to Perth and proceeded later to Karrinyup where he 
set up his traps on 6th April. 

Up to the da te of publica tion approximately 
80 ducks have been banded this month - the majority 
being black, but including 20 maned geese. Apart 
from one othe~ which has been retrapped on a number 
of occasions at· Queen's Ga rdens, these are the first 
maned geese banded. 

On the 26th April the traps were shi:fted 
to Queen's Gardens. 

While at Karrinyup Mr. Traynor was a ble to 
secure some well conditioned specimens of various 
birds: some of these have been donated to the lfaseum 
and others will be held in the Department which is 
creating its own series of specimens for display pur­
poses. 

Recoveries: Since the publication of the previous 
Bulletin the following bands have been 
recovered:-
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No. 
Date !Place \'Jhere .··. 

Ririged Ringed-
~ate pf · .. 
jRecov·ery 

I 
. BLACK DUCK 

2182 -14.1.54 Kar~inyup 
,i 

1. 4. 54 

Place Wher~~tance 
Recovered jTravelled 

~Vi l~oP.'s In- . 
let · 232 miles 

· Cl1.i tter-tng 
Lake · 40 II 

2381 16.2.54 Cook's Fnrm -: · . 6._4.54 -- 3 miles south 
Moora Beverley 120 

1752 

2201 

2215 

1304 

2652 

2013 

21. 4.5.3 , Queen's Gardens . -
-27.3.54 -

: ~ .· 

Karrinyup Lake
1
, 

Wanneru ,15.4.54 

19. -1 .54 Karrinyup 

30. h 53 1Yanche"'p 

j: 
I 

!Feb' 54. 
' 
\April'54 
I 

. I 
MOUNtA.TN DUCK 

10.4.54 karrinyup 

13.12·-. 53 Dawsorls Lake · · 17. 4. 54 
~umbleyung I _ 

GREY TEAL · 

2023 I 15.12.53 Dawso#s L~).{e 
j-- .. _ ' I,)UaJ.b ],eyuhg ._, . . 

Not yet 
· known · 

i , '. J 

I 
i ·1( ·· 

I • 

2050 / 18-~ 12~55 Dawsorls Lake . 1Not -~~t 
.. i · • . ·• · •· • · · Dumbleyung · _knov(n ., 
···• -f ' :: : .- · · ' , ·.· I .'_ .·· . . 

142~ 1· 1&.2,:53 - Lake ·ward6rtn~ ·· - . 
! - l8.4.54 , 

Chi ttering 
Lake 40 

.1 mile. up Avon 
River from 
Beverley _· .. 65 

24 Mile Peg 125 
Wanne-ru Rd. , 

. Near 1 8 Mi le 1 2 
· Peg,Wanneru .Rd • 

Found dead . I· 
(killed by fox) 
Karrinyup I 
s. end of Lake 
Preston 120 

Be.tween Cape 
_:EUc_h, a,n.d : B:r~mqr 
Bay, 80 r.nil~s E.• ·of . A~

1

bany 11 04 

9 - mfJ,es from 
-C0o1gar_die-; 265 _• 

. ! 

· Da."m 3 m.tie s S. 
! of Borden . . 65 
I 

I 

ti 

ti 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 

ti 

II 

1-

1 
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STAFF NOTES 

.The Superintendent, lVir. A. J. Fraser, and 
the Clerk in Qharge, Mr. B. R. Saville, together during 
March visited Albany in·connection ·~ith the salmon 
season and later called in at the Pemberton Trout 
Hatcheries to discuss the organisation of trout 
distribution. 

lVIr. B. R. Saville intends to take his 
annual leave following the Easter holidays. 

Mr. H.· B. Shugg was appointed to the 
position of Senior Clerk in Head Office on the 11th 
March. 

Assistant Inspector Neil McLaughlan commenced 
annual leave on the 22nd March. 

Miss Shirley Norwood has tendered her 
resignation as from the 15th April. Her betrothed 
is Frank Silva, late of the Agriculture Department, 
but now a commercial artist with Claude Neon. Officers 
who· ·will not be fortunate enough to attend the 
fare·well function to Miss Norwood will no doubt 
joinwith us in extending to Shirley and Frank 
sincere good wishes for their future happiness. 

./ 



\ 

I I 
I, 

.1 

I I 

I 

'-j 

\ 

l 

1 

\ 

FAUNA PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

A meeting of this Committee was held ' at Head 
Office on 25th Marc;h• . ':1:p.e principal items discussed 
concerned the reports being receiv~d fr6~ hori6ra~i 
wardens, matters relating to reserves and sanctuaries, 
open seasons for -kangaroos and emus in ,the South-West 
and aspects of the application of the Fauna Protection 
Act. . . 

. The Committee decided to carry out a tour . 
of inspection in the Murchison area in June next and 
to hold its next.meeting while on tour. Befo~e.then 
the Secretary of' the Cammi ttee and the Faq.na_ W~r;den 
are to investigate the kangaroo and emu pro~Tehis in 
certain districts in the lower South-West where _open 
seasons were proclaimed last year. 

A review ' of' the reports submitted by honorary . 
wardens ,has be en. pifepared and wi 11 be supplied to all , . 
appointed honorary :wardens, to Fisheries Inspectors 
and to fauna authorities in the eastern States~ · 

DUCK BANDING 

-The"Fauna Warden, Mr. J. Traynor•, lef't 
Perth on the -4th March for the Wagin district, . 

Although banding had been quite successful 
on Lake Wardering last year, Mr. Traynor f'oµn~ conditions 
far less satisfactory this year. Hundreds of black 
duck were presen't at Wardering but did not enter the 
traps at all• f'reely. 

An· inspection was made of surroundi•ng ·-lakes · 
including Quarbin , Norring and Little Norring _and, 

. in .an effor•t to improve results, the traps wer~ 
shifted from Wardering to Quarbin. However · only One 
mountain duck was banded there. The ducks ,left _th_e · 
lal{e in the morning and returned in the evening but ·· 
varying conditions tended to keep them away from _the 
traps. Al together a mere 41 ducks were banded in 
the area in a fortnight and it was decided to 
return to Perth. 
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The traps were set up in Queen.'s G.~r.dens . .. -- -
on Jri~ ___ }2Qi;h Mar .ch but . up to the · end oi' ·the month . 

·6iily ~nother 86 ducks were ringed. 
. . i . 

On the 31st March· Mr. Traynor proceeded to 
.. . .. - ··· the ;Girigfn distr1ct to inspect lakes Nambung g_fi(ft 

Bee:r;-mullah to see · tf conditions were more favourable 
there. 

RECOVERIES 

Since the publication of the last Bulletin 
the rate of' recovery of rings seems to have increased 
and the following have been received in this offiee. 

No. Date Place Where Date Place Where Distance 

ey 
al) 

1441 

2106 

1873 

2140 

2385 

2269 

1535· 

2483 

1625 

Ringed 

24.2~53 

8_.1 .54 

23.4.53 

9.1. 54 

16.2.54 

~3.1.5L~_ 

.. 4.3.53 

s.3.54 

21.3.53 

Ringed :tecovered 
. 

BLACK DUCK 

Karrinyup ·12. 2.54 

; 

Kar•ri nyup · --
.. 

Queen·, s Garden 4.3.54 

Lake Karrinyup 6.3 .,54 

Moora 14.3. 54 •. .. 
. 

LakG ·Karrinyup · s.z.s4 
J 

. . 
Queen's Garden . 23. 3.54 

Wardering Lake 21. 3.54: 

' 

Big Booti~ 14.3.54 
Swamp 1 Beermullih 

·-:-'·· .. . .. 

Recovered Travelled 

.. . 
Marrinup,s.E. 55 miles 
Pinjarra 

; .. . . 
·-·· 

. Wanneroo : --
Strawbe:r;-ry 190 II 

6 miles E. 45 ti 

of Bindoon 
Qualen Lake. 75 II 

·Hyde Park. 4 
,, 

...... 

Queen's Gard• ~ --
ens 

15 miles s.E 35 II 

of Narrogin · 

Lake Mears 115 11 

·/ 
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No. Date Place Where Date of .. PlacE; Where Distanc 
Ringed Ringed Recovery Recovered Travell -- , · 

2201 19,1.54 Karrinyup 15.3.54 1 mile up Avon 70· mile: 
., . 

River from 
Beverley . 

2474 5,3.54 Wardering Lake 29.3.54 1 mile from 6 
Norring Lake, 
12 miles s. w. 
of Wagin 

2421 18,2.54 Cooks Farm, . . 28.3. 54 · Dam in Eradu 140 
.. .. Moora 35 miles E. of 

Gerald ton • 
.. . . . 

GREY TEAL 
. . 

1.-389 14.2.53 Warderi.ng Lak:e 14.2.54 Karn.up 115 

.. . 

1383 14.2.53 Wardering Lake 19.3.54 4 miles s. 125 
of Mi nah Sid:ing . 

2056 18.12.53 Dawson's Lake, 23.12.53 
·· ·numbley.ung 

Dam 11 mile.s 145 
along Espermre 
Rd. from 
Ravenstl1orpe ., ,. 

mile: 

It 

. . . -

. 

milee 

II 

II 

2015 14.12~53 Watsons Lake,• 16.3.54 
Dumbleyung 

Norring Lake, ,. 25 mile 
Wagin 

- ' . It is interesting to note" that bands , have 
beeB ~eturned from areas further north and further 
east than previously. This is in keeping with the . 
more widespread condition of ducks this year. _ ., 

. / 
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OBITUARIES 

On February 7 at Bridgetown Major 
Hubert Massey Whitte11 1 O~B.E.$ died after a long 
illness. He was born in London on March 24, 1883)) 
and was educated at Edinburgh University. He served 
with the Royal. Sussex Regiment from 1904 as a Second 
Lieutenant, was appoi nt"ed a captain in the Indian 
Army in 1913 and promoted to major in 1918. Upon 
his retirement from the Army in 1926 he took up 
farming in Bridgetown. Major Wl1ittell was for 
many yeaz,s actively intereste·d in orni thoJ.ogy and 
was president of the R.A.o.u. from 1941 to 1943. 
He was appointed a member of the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee ori its establishment in 1946. 
In co-operation with Dr. D. L. Serventy, he wrote 
two important works, namely "A Systematic List of 
the Birds of Western Austr.alia 11 .and "A Handbook of 
the Birds of Western AustraliaU.~· He had completed 
a further book, "The Literature of Australian Birds", 
and this has been in the hands of the publishers 
for some time. A commonwealth grant had been bestowed 
upon him to assist him in research on the subjeot. 
He left a wi.dow 9 a daughter and two sons to whom is 
extended the sincere sympathy of the staff of' the 
Department~ 

We were shocked to hear of the death of 
Mr. A. J. Davis on the 2nd February and extand 
our deepest sympathy to his bereaved. In 1947, 
after 6 years'service in the R.A.A.F., Darkie, 
as he was popularly known, entered into 
partnership with Mr. w. Taylor and commenced 
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u Mr. Munr~ paid tribute to the wbrk of 
Inspector S~ · W. Bowler :for his efforts in preparing 
the stall and also to Assistant Inspector G. Coombes 
:for his assistance~ 

The attendance was quite good and as usual 
Mr. M~nro enjoyed answering the multitudinous 
questions of the children. 

DUCK BANDING 

On the 3rd February Fauna Warden J. Traynor 
proceeded to the Three Springs area following 
reports of large aggregations of duck in the vicinity 
of Yarra Lake. Although these reports were factual, 
the lake proved quite unsatisfactory for trapping 

.. purposeq• · Cons5g\lent:1y Mr. Traynor investigated the 
·: ·· pos:Ei ,ibili ties of the many swamps between Yarra Lake 

aria · the coast, but he was disappointed to .find trapping 
·everywhere was impossible for one reason or another. 

On the 9th Mr. Traynor proceeded to Moora 
where~ through the kind co-operation of Mr. Cook, · 
he 0~s able to set up his traps on some promising 
svvamps on the latter's property. Although there were 
hundreds of grey -teal present, only two .came into the 
traps and one blue-winged shoveller. Black ducks 
enter~d the traps fairly freely and 121 were banded. 

Mr. Traynor returned to Perth on the 21st 
and will shortly proceed to Lake Wardering, in the 
Woodanilling district, where banding operations were 
quite successful last year. A start, of course, must 
be made in the south before the early rains commence. 

Recoveries 

The following rings have been recovered 
since the ·issue of the February Bulletin. 

) 

-· -



No. 

-

1833 

1112 

1745 

1381 

2065 

-- - ,.+ __ - - ·- - -·-·- --···· 

-· : 

Date . P1ace WhE)re . Date Place Where •- Distance 
Ringed )tinged Recovered Recovered~- Trav~lled 

. . 
,·-:·-

I 
.. 

BLACK DUCK •, 

22.4.53 Queen's Gardens 13.2.54 Swamp 7 miles 65 
west Waroona 

- ... ..: .. :.: . - .:.. _- ::. .. .:.:.: .· .: . ····- ·- · -

9.5.53 do. 
·. 

31.1.54 Gb.i ttering 40 
·. · ' _; _. 

21.4~53 
. . 

do. 14.2.54 Hyde Park 3 · .' 

. . GREY TEAL 
.. ... 

14.2.53 Wardering . Lake 12~2.54 Swamp North- · 
West Brunswicll 85 

1,.12.53 Watson's Lake, 25.2.54 GundaringLake 15 · 
Durribleyung 

,· 

N.B. In the Februany Bulletin band number 2135 was 
shown as having been . pla"trnd·· ·on --a- -duck ... on . . the 
24th January. This should have read ringed 
9.f.54, recovered 24.1.54. 

FISHERIES ACT 

Section 24 ~ Seizure of Fish 

miles 

II 

" 

miles 

. c": f ~: 
; ! . ~ -

Some qoubt recently arose as to whether 
fish s,ei~ed under ·section 24· may be disposed . .of before 
the case· ~•i1:, :treair-d. The DE;Jpartm.ental view is that 
the Act is quite clear in thEJ,t ._fj,sh seized under the 
provisions . of ~his . Section shall b~ fort~ited and 
may be d.isii0sed of in accol;'dance with the procedure 
set out i rt '- Sec ti on 50. Despite · tp,i s au tb.ori ty ,for 
disposa'l}~ however, it is always .ao.visable to keep a 
sample o{ <the seized fish to be produced iri court 
as evi""dence. · · 

.. 

I 

I 

I : 

, · 

], 
I 
I 

I 
. r.-
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STAFF NOTSS 

The Superintendent, Mr. A. J. Fraser, left 
in the company of the Hon. Minister, Mr. L. F. Kelly, 
M.L.A." for the eastern States. Mr. Fraser does not 
expect, to be bac·k until February 17. 

The Supervising Inspector, Mr J. E. Bramley, 
entered the Repatriation General Hospital, Hollywood, 
on January 12 and was discharged on the 23rd after 
treatment. After another month at _work he will have 
to report for further medical attention. 

The Actil'1g Senior Clerk (Mr. H. B. Shugg), 
Captain H. C. Vi. Piesse, Inspectors J. E. i)Junro and 
R .. M. Crawford aria .Assistant Inspector N. E. 
McLaughlan all recommenced duties in January after 
annual leave. 

Mr. Ian Bartholomew of Head Office is serving 
again in the.Navy-for a month's refresher course.under 
the National Service scheme. 

Our hearty congratulations and best wish~s 
are extended to Inspector Fred Connell who was 
married on Saturday, January 30, in the Trinity Church 
to Miss Elaine Shapcott. Fred and his bride are on 
three weeks' honeymoon in the eastern States. They 
left by road for Brisbane via Adelaide 9 Melbourne 
and Sydney and will be returning through Alice Springs. 
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Assistant Inspector N. E. McLaughlan and 
Cadet Inspector M. J. Simpson are at present on p.v. 
"Kooruldhoo" at Lancelin Island. 

Assistant Inspector V. J. Sinclair and 
Cadet Inspector B. Carmicihael·are now stationed at 
Lancelin Island. 

Mr. George Coomoes rejoi~ea the staff as a 
temporary Assistant Inspector and is at Geraldton · 
assisting Inspector S. W. Bowler. 

The Relieving Inspector (Mr. A~ K. Melsom) 
has proceeded to Broome to act as Pearling Inspector 
during Mr. M. Goodlad 's period . of oiennial leave. 

DUCK B:ANDilTG 

On January 6 Fauna Warden J. Traynor 
proceeded to Karrinyu p Lake and commenced trapping at 
that locality. He estimated that there were aoout 
1,000 oirds on the Lake, comprising mainly olack 
duck and boot with s_ma11· :n.umoer-s of grey teal and 
musk __ duck and a :few whi t'e-eyed duck, olue-winged 
shovellers and others. 

The Fesults were not entirely satisfactory, 
due partly to the . numoer of coot which ate the oai t . and 
appeared, to keep ducks from e-t1ter ing the traps readily, 
and also· to th~ receding water level which necessitated 
the traps oeing mo~ed ·at least every day. Up to 
January 25, 207 olack duck, one grey teal and 2 coot 
were.oanded~ · Traps were then lifted and orought to 
Queen' s Gardens for another trial there. However, 
our large trap .{7' x ·6' x 3 1.611

) disappeared completely 
during the night of . the 27th. The C. I. B. were called 
in immediately out at the time of going to press the 
trap has not oeen recovered. Mr. Traynor has left 
for the Three Springs area following confirmed 
reports of go6d ~anding prospects there. 

. The presence of swamps -:i.n different centres, 
where, at this time of the year, such waters are 
usually_. dr ~ ea up, i ,s keeping the oucks scattered 
and making it di"fficu lt to oand ducks ih the hoped-far 
numoers. it is anticipated that, as the season 

( 
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progresses and the small s~amps dry up and the avail­
ability of natural feed decreases, the ducks will 
come into the larger lakes and be trapped_ more readily. 

Since the previous figures were published; 
the following recoveries of bands have been reported -

No. 
Date I 

Ringed 
Place wher"e r- Date Place where D:is ~nee 

Ringed · tR e cover_e_d __ R_e_c_o_v_e_:."'_e_a_,..T_r_· a __ v_e_1_1_e_a 

Black Duck 
. . 

2107 . 8.1~54 Ka,rriµ;vup Lake 20,1.54 Bindoon 40 miles 
(Br.ockman R) 

2208 ' 19.1.54 do, 20.1.54 qo. do 

-2211 . do. do • 20.1.54 do. do. 

2135 24.1.54 do. 24.1.54 Moondine _30 _miles 

2128 9 .1. 54 do. 24.1.54 Bailup Farm 
on the Avon 32 miles 

2264 22.1.54 do. 24.1.54 do. do. 

HONORARY WARDENS' QUARTERLY REPORTS 

The first series of reports by recently-appointed 
honorary Wardens are coming to hand and to date over 40 
have been received • . Some very interesting information , _, 
is being pJ;ovided which- it is intended to tabulate for 

departmental information ana;for the guidance of the 
Fauna Protection Advisory Committee. The following 

. information is a ve11 y brief summary of the reports 
received to date - · 

Possums: Increases have been reported in the Beverley, 
Cuballing and Katarining districts but it 

would appear that only a few of these creatures are 
concerned in each report. 
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·-----------
STAFF NOTES 

Officers who took annual leav·e and returU:~d 
to duty dur·:ing December were Messrs. A, J. Fraser:1 
G. c. Jeffery and J. c. Thair. · 

. · Mr. H. B~ Shugg 1 who spent several weeks 
during N'ovember and"December in"Royal Perth, Hospital, . 
finished sick leave towards the. end of De·oember and .. is· 
now on annual leave. '· · · · 

N[r •. A. K. Melsom, Relieving Inspeotqr,t spent 
a few days I in hospital during December to undergo,, i3. 
minor· operation. · · · · · 

Mr. W. R. Robinson has been. appointed to the 
Head. Office temporary staff during Mr~ Shugg' s absence, . 
He will remain with the Department until Mr. r •. Bartho~omew 
returns from one month's national service training. 
towards the end of February. 

Mr, N. E. McLaughlan-is at·present on annual 
leave,and Mr. J.E. Munro will commence annual leave on 
January 5. 

Inspectors. W. Bowier, of 'Ge~aldtoh, paid 
a flying visit to Perth on private b.usiness on 
Christmas Eve'! · · 

"The Stii!erintendent, in the ca:p~city of· 
President of -the· Civil Service Assoc.1.a-:Gtb'h of .W.A., 
spent three days .in Kalgoor::t.ie dµr'ing December to 
attend the annual meeting o:f. ~he 'Kalgoorlie Branch of 
the Association. · · · · · 
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CONVICTIONS RECORDED 

Oc tcbeI' 1 to December 31 , 195,2,~ 
.-.:, .. ;. 

Date Defendant Court Charge Result 
; . 

12.10.53 wateI's, w.A'. Fremantle Fish in close waters Fined £5 . 
12.10.53 Waters, .W.F. do. Under size fish . ti £5 

.... .. . . - . .. . ... . .. 

3.12.53 Rowland,. ,,J •: :· . . Gerald ton Under size crayfish " £2 
•• ! '.. ~ . 

3.12.53 Smith, d;·t~ ,do. do • fl £2 . , -- - ·--- ~------ . ------ ·····. . --- . -- .. .. . .. 

3. 12f53 Penniment., c. .. 
J · : do. do. ·,i £3 : . 

3.12.53 Worthington, R. .do. do. II £2 

3.12.53 McEvoy:;: E. do. do. 
II 

£2 .. 
~ 

BANDING OF WILD DUCK 

On Decemberi·, 2, 1953, the Fal~na.Wru-den, Mr. J. 
Traynor, commenced the ,.new;rtment' s duck banding programme 
fo.r.: the . current season. . Three·. traps were set at Watson Is 

. Lake, about 5 miles ,south of :r:nimoley:urig/ ,.';rh,i_s body of 

l 
I 

·· water · ·covers an area of approximately' Joo_-'":~d"i-Efs~· · Mr. 
Trayno·I' estimated that theI'e were 600 to 70'0 birds on 
the lake. Grey teal predominated, but there were also 
on ttie lake mountain duck, _black duck and swan. 

the number of . ducks tra.p~~d~~~ rather 
disappointing. This lack of success was due mainly 

; .. i to the : abundance of natural food, wb.iph made the food 
· offered by M:r. Traynor less a.cceptab le. The situation 

was aggravated by the blocking of the· entrances tb ' the 
traps by weed stirred up ~Y persistent strong winds. 

In all only 64 birds were trapped, comprising 
41 grey teal, 7 black duck and 16 mountain duck. 

On December 20 the traps were lifted and two 
WBre set at Queen's Gardens, Perth. Here 15 black ducks 

...---
Vol. tll N" '1 

---- l . 
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were trapped and 13 banded, the remaining 2 being 
re-traps. 

Si nee the opening of the duck. season on . 
December 20 the following recoveries have been 
reported. 

- I . . 

No. Date Place where Date ; Place wbfre ·, Distance 
Ringed Ringed Recovered R~covered Traye11,ed 

" 

Black Duck . . 

1054 11.6.52 Queen's Garden 22.12.53 8 ,m±les s. 50 -miles 
of Northam . 

1732 21.4.53 do. i 30.12.53 Busselton 135 " 
I 1950 4.5.53 do. 22.12.53 Mandurah · 45 ti 
I 

., 
"· Grey Teal ·- _. ...,,., ... ~··· - . 

1494 26.2.53 Karrinyup Lake I 20.12.53 Roelands 97 
i swamp 

-

Mr. Traynor proposes to start at Karrinyup 
Lake early in the new year. 

FREMANTLE FISHERMEN'S CO-OP. SOCIETY L:TIJ. 

This co-operative is reconstructing the old 
fish markets building at Fremantle which .it acquired 
under lea·se from: the · Public Works Department three 

II 

years ago. Structural alterations and .additions to the 
existing building are estimated to cost £25,000. 
Provision has been made for the processing' of crayfish 
and other fish~ quick-freezing and holding rooms, ·a 
merchandise store~·, a · retail shop for fresh· .and .cooked 
fish,, a machinery room 13.nd office. ])eep sewerage has 
been- connected to the building and . the necessary 
approval to process fish on the premises will be granted 
when the ·constructional programme is completed. · It 
is antictpated that the building will be finished and 
the plant in~ta,lled by the end of March. 

:Government assistance tp the extent of £15,000 
by way of guarantee against overdraft has been granted 
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ST.AFF NOTES 

Mr. H. B. Shugg, Acting Senior Clerk, has been in 
Royal Perth Hospital for some weeks· wi tl1. a "slipped disc". 
It is not expected that he will return to duty much 
before the New Year. 

Inspector A. J. Bateman of Fremantle returned 
to duty during November following .3½ months' long service 
and annual leave. Mr. Bateman has assumed command of 
mov. "Silver Gull" and will in future be responsible 
for patrolling the sea fisheries of the Fremantle .area, 
i.e., from Yanchep to Long Point, and including Rottnest 
and Garden Islands. 

Miss carol Paramor has been appointed to Head 
Office sta:ff in place of ._Miss Davidson, resigned. 

Inspector F. A. L.' Connell, accompanied by 
Cadet Inspector B. A. Carmichael, sailed for Cervantes 
Island in m.v. "Kooruldhoo" on November 28, and Cadet 
Inspectors N. E. McLaughlan and M •. J. Simpson sailed 
for Lancelin Island in m.v. "Garbo" on the following day. 

During November, the Superantendent paid visits 
to Geraldton with the Fishermen's Advisory Committee, to 
Serpentine to attend a special meeting pf the serpentine­
Jarrahdale Trout Acclimatisation Society, and to Rottnest · 
Island to inspect the buildings recently :.taken over as a 
Field Station and Laboratory for use jointly by the. 
Department, the C.S.I.R.O. Division of Fisheries and the 
Department_ of zoology of the University of Western Australia. 



" --

- 315 -

In command of Captain H. c. w. Piesse, m.v. 
"Lancelin" re.turned --tO ·Frernantle in November· after ~everal 
months' absence in northern waters. Her crew comprised 
Inspector R. IvI. Crawford and .. Assistan t -· Inspector J. C. 
Tt1air n Mr. K, Godfrey, ·TEic.hnical Officer of the C.S. I.R.O. 
Division of Fisheries, was also on board. 

Mr. J~ Traynor, Fauna warden, has left for the 
Nyabtng district to commence duck banding operations 
for the current season. 

Inspector G. c. Jeffery of Albany, is on 
annual leave. Inspector A. K. · Melsom is relieving him. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. E. J. BROWNFIELD. 

Opportunity · was taken at a social gathering 
following the 11t.h Annual Inspectors' Conference to 
say farewell to Mr. E. J. Brownfield~ formerly Clerk-in­
Charge, who was · recently transferred to another Department, 
and to make a presentation in token of the esteem -in 
which he was held by departmental officers. In the 
course of his remarks the superintendent (Mr. :b1 raser), 
said that Mr. Brownfield had been with t he Department 
in an executive capacity for almost 13 years, and had 
seen it grow up. He said Mr. Brownfield had always had a 
keen interest in the fishing industry and had made a very 
close study of all factors .connected with it. For 18 
months during th_e war, when he (Mr. Fraser). was on loan 
to the Commonwealth Government, Mr. Brownfield had with 
c~onsiderable satisfaction to the Government carried out 
the ·duties of Chief ·.rnspector, . and taking into consideration 
his experience in the Department and his knowledge of the 
industry, the Depurtment could ill afford to lose his 
services. He wished him success and happiness ,in his 
new Department. Mr. B. R. Saville supported the 
Superintendent's remarks and said that t .he administrative 

-staff of the Department were · exceedingly sorry that 
Mr. Brownfield had le:ft. On the_ir behalf he wished him 
a successful and happy future •. On ·behalf of :the inspectors 1 
the Supervisii1g Inspector (Mr. Bramley) said that during 
Mr. Brownfield' s association with the office, ha had 
b~en a real friend to every member of the field staff, 
and th.ey were deeply grateful to him for his kindness and 
considerateness. Tt1e Minister for Fisl1eries (Mr. Kelly) {!I 
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STAFF NOTES 

·nuring Aµgusft the Supervising Inspec:t:or (Mr. 
Bramley) vi.sited the GeraU.dton· .and Bunbury districts. 

• -t • < { ~' 

.Tn company with the Superintendent1 Inspector 
J. s. Simpson and Cadet Inspector D. Wright, the 
·Minister for Fisheries (Mr • .Kelly) was present at the 
annual meeting of the. Pe~bertop.-Warren Trout Acclimatisation 
society on August f, and at the quarterly .meeting· of the 
Troµt .Accl1matisation Council of' JV.A. on the following 
ci~y. · B.oth m~etirigs were hel.d at :Pemberton. 

Inspector F. A. Connell has been at Geraldton 
for th.e gr.~ater part of Augu~t, having. taken tht:1 plaqe 
of Asai stant .Inspectqr J • . ;L. Gallop, who was coin:pelleci 
to return to Maridurah owing to family illness. 

Assisted 9.Y.0 C~det.,. Irispector B. A. Carmichael,. 
Inspector Connell brought m.v. "Garbo" to Fremantle from 
Geraldton during the month. 

It1;spector A. J~ Bateman, ·of Fremantle,. commertced 
3 months' long service le-ave· on August 1. At tlie con­
clusion of such leave Mr. Bateman will :take his 1953 
annual leave~ returning to duty t-cwards. the end of 
Novembet. · · · · · · 

'' ' 

. _ . : The Superintendent took a: wee~' s leave during 
the last week in:•August, and Mr. B. K. Bowen commenced 

I~ his 1953. leave on August 24. Warden J. T'raynor and 
1\ Inspectors A. K. Melsom and J. s~. Simpson took annual 

leave during August. · 

,/ 
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Town Clerk . or Road Board •S~-creta·ry • . ·· ,·They wiif a:iways·· be· 
glad to see 'you a~d -- will gene;r~l-ly : be :found id be the 
fou~tai n-head of local in:formati on~ - · · 

Keep these points in mind when on night patrol -
. ,,. •' 

Oars and' rowlocks t~ be effectively ~mµffle'd;-·. 

::sr.no.king is t~l:>oQ. . T.he· glow ·of · a ·cigarette dan: .,. . -' ·_ 
· be ·seen for_,1ohg d-is-tances. :atntght, ·-,and ··the smel:L 
. of -t ·obac·co s·moke carr•i,'~t s a_, -tong way; ✓-. : . . . 

(3) ::A- gr?J;ln~l is , a must ':f_o:g n,:ig~t p_a_trols. , only 
; by ._thi's_ m~ans can yoq locate · s.unlt nets _ or neti;1 
:•-:: ·t11e.· c'ork-S -oi which have be:en· -:f.orce,d · ,und'er the 

('4) 

'( 5) 

~ur:facie J:,y the ,c'urre-n,t or.' tJde; ' . . C • • l 

,! •• • 

T_orches shou_ld be qsed judiciously~ Never 
.flash_ rol3fS un_J.ess-_ abp01li'tely necessary; . 

. ~ . 

' If alone row by ·11pushing'' the boat, s.o that you 
can see where you are heading. Even if two men 
are present one _rowing is _._u$_ua.:i~y sufficient - if 
both row _the S'pe.ed ·of tlT~ boat is _stepped up to 
such an .e:Xtent that the patrol loses most ·. o:f its 
efficiency .and usefulness; , ·· · · 

· r , . , r ~ ,· -, 

(6) __ . .Alw·~y_s ,¢1~p_ i~ mih.d .the fact th~t t -he moon·, or 
_· ,; ' st'.l;'eet .9 9 hop ·or -

0
h_oq.se ;J.ights, , or tb:e. like .9 cl;in 

·: d:Csc_loqe. yqur ,pr esen9~. : ,:· K~El p .close inshore _and 
; as i!~el~ hidde~n, as. pos,sible i : · 

( 7) Use a _car wi tn. discre'ti on-. RUS().i ng here an·a'. ~here 
._ ~t n:\ . .-gl1.t ~'eldpm_ $ets re_sult_s:..:, although mob~lity, 
· i. e·. , tlie · ~pi_li ty t .o mo_v;e qutckl,.;y- from vantage' . · .. 
point to . vantage point, is a p.rereiJuisi te of all 
inspectors, and set~ the poacher thinking. 

a 

WILD DUGKS 
. . . 

· . · . .. :· Fofi\)wi'.ng Qn . an AtrH~-r ~.can idea, ·the ·nepartmenf 
· is . tryi-q:g, through t _h·e ,. co-ope-ration of the Gun c1uhs 
to ~·e_cu:r-e· fpfo;rma:\io;ti. wh:ict1 ·will lead . to a ··reastinabl~ 
estimate of the wild duck population of the state. 

I 
! 
i 
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Q-un Club members ah<}'prominent duck shooters 
will be asked t~ co~plete a score dard indicating the 
number of banded and other ducks· qagg~d, the number 
crippled, and the locality in each case, and also whether 
more ducks ~ere taken this season than last seison. 

, ' 
, ' . 

. • Reports as ,re9eived will Qe tabulated into an 
informative ·statistical statement -.atid together with , 
reports from Honor~;r>y Wardens- ~nd -Departments,l Inspectors 
provide a g0od meaQure of- infbtmation on which to ·base 
reasonable reg4la~ions :·fq_r gonservation and rati0µal · 
taking. · · .f • 

', • • • ' • • 1 

· ·, All ins-pe'_ctors' i-are requested to •ende.avo1:1r :to 
sell the i©,ea of .sp·ovtsmen . co-ope,I'ati-ng .wi tl:i'. · the Depa-rtmen t 
t6 obtain ~rty ~pfor~~tion liiely · tci ·secure th~se pbj~c~~. 
It w·ould assist ·ais•o i~ · miiea·ge economy. if ins~pectors · · 
would advise this office of any authentic reports on 

IA duck congr·eigat;i. ohs i-n yh~ir, areas where d4c k bandi~ng 
Vl operat~ons could b'e, pr.0fi tably ·pursued; Where desired 

cards will be ' made , f;l,Vai;J,:able to iqs·pectors fbr c;listr1bution. 

·c QEMORANT C0NFERT.DNOE 

• f 

, On ,A.ugust 13, · in t~e M1 ni ster' s offi~ ce·~. members 
of the fauna Pr'otectton AdVi ,sory Commi tt<?e (.Mr. A. J ~­
Fraser-, Cha,irrri.an.,; :Dr. D. 1. Serven t 'y and Mz-. A. · M~ Douglas 
( deputi-sing for · 1M< Gl~u!3r:t ).) mit r _eprt::s.ent·ati ve~· ·of the 
Yacht ---Ra.cihg .Asso-ciati-0n; comprising 'Mr. w. J~ '.Lucas 
·(Royal Perth) y President; anci' Messr.s. · s : Craig: (Rear- · 
Commodore, _R(!)yal rreshw1;J.ter Bay); w. · orommelin. · 
(06mqiqdo.ire,, · C:4arEtniont' ) -,~rq.d R. Tough (Claremont).· -· Also 
in a t t ·endan1<1re w,e "C:'e Jyfe·s srs. H! B. s nugg, Act.:i: r;ig ·s-e c re tary 
of 'the Faµm•a .Proteotf 0R Advi s 0.ry Gommi t tee; and J. 
Trayp.0r, iBJa:u,uia: ···warid;en. . ·' · 

' ' .. 
The Min_ister opened · the proceedi'ngs by referrj_ng 

to the depdtation fro~ the Association which .had waited 
on him previously; and ·t0_-..:.'t:he sub~eguent meeting he had 
had with the ·F. ·P.-A. q. ( vide July "Bulletin"). He al$o 
read one df m~ny letteri recei~ed / from members of the 
pqqli·c, and s-t·ated tr-rat 1'0r ~very

1 
per•son;, vy11 0 Vfanted •.· ; 

cormorants de,stroyed there wer-e three who -did not want 
them harmerd. He said .that . the d ilssection of the t 'hree 

/ . . 

I/ 
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S'rAFF NOTJES 

July 1 9 1953 

Assistant Ins~ector J. L. Gallop, who is 
assisting Inspector :3crnle1: during the crayfish season 9 

returned to duty early in June after annual leave. 

i',lr. L. G. Sri1i tt1 and Inspector H. J. Murra~r 
are at b)resent on leave - the former• for two weeks 
and tne latter for six weeks. Inspector A. K. Melsom 
is relieving Mr" Murray at Mandur0 h. 

Cadet Inspectors B. i-" •• Carmicl1ael and M. J. 
Simpson l1ave been ap,,;ointed to the permanent staffc 

Inspector F. A. L. Connell is assisting 
Inspector Jeffery during the Albany whaling season. 

Cadet I_nspector D. Wrignt is undergoing train­
ing in hatchery techniques at ?ernberton 1rrout Hatcheries 9 

where he will remain for appr0ximately three months. 

Ins]:)ector R. Ff. Crawford has joined the crew 
of the "Lancelin" on indefinite posting. 

Mr. E. J. Brownfield's appoint~ent as 
Accountant, State Hotels Department, was gazetted on 
June 12. 

C. S. I. R. U •... .!?JI:RS 01\f:NJEL 

ML R. G. Cl11ttleborougr1, research officer, 
Division of Fisheries, who was recently sent to the 
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RUFF MHi-RATIONS 

Two more ruff whic t1 Llad been tagged and 
liberated at Ceduna i n June 9 1952 9 were recovered in 
Western Australian waters during June of this year . 
One was caugut at Yallingup and the other at North 
Ho le 9 i,,rerna n t le. 

:dn,D DUCK BAI'IDING ----------------

Two more duck bands (1958 and 1961) were 
retirned to the Depart~ent dur ing June . They were 
both ta~en from olac K due~ said to be snot at Chittering 
"early in May 11 • ·l' t1eY wer e both banded in Queen's 
Gar6ens 9 Perth, by Wa rden 'rraynor on I';ia~, 5 9 1953. 

The wilt duck open season concluded on May 
31 9 anc1 t ,:1eir taKing by an~r means is now prohibited 
until ,just before Xmas . 

MID-YEAH L.ITSPt:CTUhG ' CONV.SREHCE 

Tne mid- year conference of district inspectors 
and other sen i or de l,)ar t ··.1e· cal personnel 9 to wl1ic h 
r eference was ;;iada in the last issue 9 was held at 
Geralaton betw eeri June 3 and 6. The officers mentioned 
i n the June number wer e all present , 

In addition to discuss ions on de~artmental 
rnat ters 9 insvecticns 1i1 er'F.:' -nade of local .c->rocessing 
establishments and the liKe 9 as we ll as of localities 
of importance in tt1e fisning industry. 

The fo llowing 1s a brief resume of some of 
the subjects dealt with -

Breaches of Acts. It was a greed that from 
time to ti~ne in ·che - Bui leti n nCJtes be publ is hed con­
cernini tne procedure to be followed when inspecting 
catclles 9 seizing fis ,L9 ncts 9 etc. 9 or apprell.ending 
offenders. 

J 

l 

' 

I 
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STAFF :0:0TES 

Assistant Inspector G. Coombes has tendered 
his resignation f~om the Department. His last day of 
service will be June 18. · 

.Inspector F. A. L. Connell left for Albany 
towards the end of May to assist Inspector Jeffery 
during the wl1aling season. 

Cadet Inspector D. Wright, wno has been 
serving on m. v. "Lancelin 11 for, several montl1s, has 
been transferred to Pemberton for the trout hatching 
season. 

Mr. I.- Bartholomew and Cadet Inspector 
M. J. Simpson have returned to duty after four months' 
national service training with the Navy. 

Towards the end of May the Superintendent, 
in the capacity of Chairman of the Fauna Protection 
Advisory Committee, visited the south-West with other 
members of the Committee. He was accompanied by Mr. 

f\ H. B. s. Sl1ugg and Warden' J. Traynor. 

Assistant Inspector J. L. Gallop has been 
enjoying three weeks' annual leave. 

Cadet Inspector B. A. Carmichael has joined 
m. v. 11 Kooruldl100" at the Abrolhos Islands. 
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BANDING OF WILD DUCK 

Wi tl1 the onset of winter rai ~s and the dis­
persal of duciks, banding operations were finalised at 
Queen's Ga rdens on May 12, 1953 . The total of ducks 
banded since June 4, 1952, and recoveri~s made, are set 
out hereunder - • 

Black Duck 
Grey Teal 
Mountain Duck 
Coot 
Mallard Duck 
Moor Hen 
Blue Bald Coot 
Maned Goose 

Totals 

Banded 

749 
205 

15 
12 

8 
5 
2 
1 

997 
= 

Recover-ed 

16 
4 

20 (= 2%) 

During May thr e e more recoveries of black duck 
were reported, as follows -

; 

No'. Date Place where i Date Place wl1ere '. Distance 
i 

ringed . ringed '. re c '.) v e red recovered travelled 

1305 30. 1. 53 Yancllep 
! 

.2.5.53 ·wanne roo 10 miles 

1793 21.4.53 : Queen's Ga r dens 4-5-53 Hyde Park, 1 " 
Perth 

(found dead) 

1917 30. 4~ 53 : Kari ny.up 
! 

Lake 17.5.53 Boyanup l 11 o 
! 

If 

CONFERENCE OF FISHING INDUSTRY 

The Minis ter for Fisheries (~on. L. F. Kelly, 
M.t.A.) has expressed his desire to meet as good a 
cross-section of the fishing industry as pos sible, to 
allow the various interests concerned to place before 
him their views on any subj ect o6nnected with fisheries, 
and general ly to infor m himse lf in relation to the 
prob lems confronting the industry . 

A conference has accordingly been arranged 
for Monday, June 8, 1953, in Perth, and invitations 
have been sent out to all professional fishermen's 
ass oc i at ions, to canners, freezer-boat operators, 
crayfish processors and f1she r ··nen' s co-operatives, to 
c.s.r.R~O. Division of Fisl1eries and member' s of the 
Fisherm~n's Advisory Committee. Departmental off icers 
who will be present are Messrs . F r aser , Sav ill~ and 
Bramley. 

. ..,__ 
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STAFF NOTES 

, The Minister for Fi-sheries (Mr. Kelly) and 
the Superintendent (Mr. Fraser) visited Mandurah towards 
the end. of April and discussed. with ~ocal fishermen 
several matters dealing with the fisheries·of peel Inlet. 

Inspector F. A. -L.,Conne11 has resumed duty 
_after annual leave, which he. spent .in Singapore. 

Inspector J.E. Munro is at present on annual 
leave. Inspector A •. K. Melsom is acting as Metropolitan 
Inspector. 

Assistant Inspector G. -Coombes has· returned 
to duty after leave, and Cadet Inspector B. A~ 
Carmichael is ba.c,k on the job following 3 months' 
national service training with the Army. 

Mr. B •. R •.. Saville .is acting as Clerk-in-Charge 
during Mr. Brownfield's absence relieving in the state 

. ijotels Department. Mr •. H. B. s. -Shugg; of the Native 
Affairs Department, is relieving in Mr. Sa~ille's 
position. _ 

. Mr. J~ ·,E •. -Bramley, supervising Inspec·to1", 
spent.some time during April in the Bunbury and 
Mandurah districts •. ., ......... . 

. .. Assistant Tnspector J. L. Gallop has gone to 
Geraldto~ to assist Inspector Rowler during the · 
Abrolhos crayfish season. Inspector R. M. · orawfor·d is 
at M&ndurah in his stead. : 

•9;•,c4 ., 
"' '--'! 
"' ~ 

,, ... :! 
' .... t~ 

'··::..~~ 
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Tl1.e Gnowangerup Road ·:soard subsequently' made 
by~laws and assu~efr control of the •fishijries of _~he irilets 
concerned, · and ~lthough 6y agreement between the Board 
and ttie nepa~t~ent ._ the by-laws wete at ¢ne time 

·tevoKed and coritr61 handed back to the Department, . fresh 
by~l?WR were later . promulg~ted, an~ control of the 
fi 'sh~ries once more reposed in the Board. That is the 

._ ~ituaJ;ion . today. · ·· 

When the Department first heard of the 
mortality, Inspect-or G. -·o. Jeffery~-- of A:l.bany, in whose 
dikt.rict the waters lie; made contact ·with the -J;toad 
BoaI'd and suggested that all res·t-rictions on fishing 
be lift~~ f6r a time so tha t the fish would not be 
waste4. • . The app"r:oacl1 was successful and the wa_ters were 
opened .f ·or · a month, and fisher men Swa;rbrt ck anq. Heberle 

. mad~ . one . or two ·good . hE!.uls • 
. ' .. •·: •_·1_ . .-... ,. . . . 

. ·.: .. . · · IVI,r, Hepe;rie has now produced for the ~inspection 
·, of -the;. Minis tei;>· anq · head office p·ersonnel a rimnber of 
:: IJQ.Otbgrai;itJ.9 :.-take-q..::?~ Beaufort ·rnlet, ~s well as ··;a . sample 
· , ·ot-'::fts:h ~· h~ "'Oalight · there. The photo·graphs;. one or .· two 

of which will be reproduced in the next issue, bear 
out his statement that "hundreds of tons" of good fish 
had peris~ed. The fish themselves were in shobkingly 
poor ~d6ridition, and were covered in sores. 

. . .. .:::: T-he vie~ of the Professional Fishermen--' s · 
• ·, : te~gue ·, , vih-i'..ch to 1.a_ large exte-µt is shared - by deipartmental 
, :-· Of:f;t.eerl?, i& that the con tro 1 of t;l1ese two fisheries 

. -· _.fe_hou1d _revert permanently to the Department. rt is. 
··b'Efl1 eved· that as all our marine and estuarine fishe:ries 

I 
( 

. ar:'.E/ ·:i.ntBrd_ependent , ·· any damage which· may accru~ to i:my 
· one c:if thei:n · through i'_au lty management, due either to a 
-.· lack :of a.p'preciation · of· overall fishery problems or 
·e1·se- :to a purely parochial outlook, must be felt, to a 
greater .. or ·

1
lesse·r degree, by all other f'isheries. 

DUCK BANDING 

Warden J. Tr-aynor has almost reached the 
~_ttousand mark with hi s duck-bapding operations. As 
soon as this :· figure is reached he will pack up his 
traps until ·next spring; Hi's work during April has 
be_en c on:{'i ned to Qi.+e.en' s Gardens 9 . Perth, and Lake · 
Karrin1up, Balcatta.. · 

I. 
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TRAPPING WILD DUCK FOR BANDING 

l 

11: 

Warden J. Traynor with ducks in trap (Lake Karinyup) " Dry" trap, duck entering box (Yanchep) 

Shallow-water trap (Lake Karinyup) Improvised deep-water stake trap (Lake Wardering) 
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In the last issue of the "Bulletin" a table 
of recoveries was given. · The following recoveries 
were reported to the Department in April:-

Date 
ringed 

Place where 
ringed 

I 
Date · ·. 1 Place w_here 

recovered! recovered 
Distance 
travelled 

I . 
I 

Miles 
BLACK DUCK 

i --.-----
1035 I 5.6.52 

I . J . 

Queens Gardens ·!·6~-. 8.~ 1·. 53 8 rrii s. of 135 

225 

Perth ' Boyup Brook .. 
1154 /1·1.~1.52 N~r~ikup 

1277 ! 27. ·1 .• 53 sanol'1ep 

I
i . . ' : ' . ' . ' 

1·4. 4-53 Chi ttering Lake 

12.4.53!iYanchep _ (found 
·'-. 

· · dead) 
. . . I 

" . ' 
GREY TEAL 

1317 10.2.53 

1342 12.2.53 

Lake Wardering! 29. 3. 53 11 m.N.of Kojonup 
Woodanilling . . 

15.3.53 do. 

25 

25 
1358 do. 3. 4.-53 1 OmN. of :Rbjonup '_ · 25 . ~ : ' ... . . __ -4-____ ....,_-,-_ ______ --:----,.----i----.....__------""'-'-+-....;__---

COCKROACHES 

.As i:s. a;1most inevi-tah1e·,:,wi·th· ··small boats 
associating with other boats, one or two of our patrol 
vessels are s:l;ightly infested with cockroac,hes. The 
advice 9:f the · Government E-q.~om.d,logi'st ·was·. sought as to 
wh:at control' measures migp:t be· .adop,.ted/ and: -Q.e has . 
replied as fo116w_s - . . . . . .. : . . . . i. 

-:·,.,.: ' ·;;~;ckroaches may ' be effecti ve):y con tr~lled 
by dusting or spraying Wl th DDT~ -·· Where '·1 t . is . . .. 

: desi-rab-le to bring a t1eavy infestation unde:r control 
gui ckly', kerosene sprays of 4% or 5% DDT . should . 

·:" prove most satisfacto·ry. .If fire ·risk precludes 
:, the .. .use ·O·f the ·-ke·rosen:e ·.mixture 1 then water mixtures 

.. could · b_e,: subs~itu·te9-. · If c0:ckroach · a _cti vi ty :persists 
af'te.r tw:b :spra:ycings at·· an interva:1J of. a.bout a · · 
fort7:1igh't, : ~•0%0·' Gamme~ane dust ·coul~ ?e' li°~era~ly 
applied. belnnd cupboards and other1 fixtures likely 
to harbour the inseq~s. 11 1 

'·i ."· :. J • 
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SEIZURE OF UNDER.SIZE FISH 

Section 24(1) of the Fisheries Act, 1905-1951, 
gives power to an inspector to seize under size fish, anq. 
provides that "all such fish and a:)..l other :fish con­
tained inanv boat or in any basket or other receptacle 
:for fish containing more of such fish than one~twentieth 
in number of the whole number of :fish contained in such 
boat, basket or receptacle shall be forfeited, and ~ny 
inspector may setze. the same". 

RecentJ.y many legal size creyfish · have bee1:1. 
seized in pur.suancc of this power, but it has become the 
practice to determine the percentage of undersize fish 
in relation to all fish in a rec~ptacle by weight, instaad 
of by number, which of course ·simplifies the inspector's 
job. A case heard at tt1e Fremantle Police Court . 
towards the end of Fe bruar1r shows how dangE:;rous this 
practice is, and indicates that- in ther future the 
number of fish, both under•size. as well as legal size, 
must be counted. · · · 

All told the cqnsignment the basis of the 
charge consisted ·df ··16 bags, each· containing approximately 
100 fish. The bags were emptied. into a tank, and from 
the first 5 bags, which l1ad been emptied one at a- tim_e.11 
a total of 18 undersize crayfish were seized. Then . 
owing to a misunder·standing 4 bags were emptied into 
the tank together. From th is lot of. fis-h the Inspector 
seized 73 undersize (approximately 18%). From the 
next ba~, whtch was emptied separatelyi he seized 22, 
and from the next 20. The total number seized was 
therefore 133, of a total w~ight of 104 lb. The weight 
of l~gal size fish was 406 lb., and. having r·egard to the 
fact that 106 lb. was more than one-twentieth of 510 lb., 
the inspector seized all fish, botti legal size and un,dersize. 

..... .J 
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BANDING 0F WILD DUCKS 

Th~ practice of att~ching s~all numbered. rings 
on tci the legs of birds, for the purpo~e of learning 
about their life history, has been practised in Europe 
since the end of the last century. Informative and 
intimate details have been learnt about such things 
as migration habits, dispersal, life span, homing . 
tendencies and the like. This information, obtained in 
such a way, is a sound basis for conservation plans for 
maintaining a large population. 

Early in November, 1951; the Department, on 
the recommeritati on . of the Fauna Pr.otection Advisory 
committee, decided -to embark on a wild duck banding 
p:i;"ogramme in this state. A sub-committee compri_sing 
Dr. D,,' _L. Serventy and Mr~ A. R. Tomli.nson with the. 
Chief Warden of Fauna, Mr. A. J ; Fraser, as chairman, 
was appointed to draw up the· programme. Mr. J ~ Traynor, 
Fauna Warden, was given the arduous task 'of carrying put 
all fie ;Ld' operations. : 

, , pn the arrival from England of 3,000 al1.,1.minium 
rings, each bearing a serial number and an insc~iption 
11Return to Fisheries Department, Perth", a banding -

•• test was made -at Queen's Gardens, Perth, on June 4, 1952, 
The banding programme : commenced officially on June 24, 
1952, w&en the Minister for Fisheries (Mr. A~ v. R~ 
Abbott, :M-.L.A.) plac_ed ring number 1071 . on the ;Leg of a 
~lack duck. It is ·not ··c~rtain whettier it was the 
patheti,c look in the ·eye of the duck or the keen . 
interest he _, has always taken in our fauna ·, ·but Mr. 
Abbott of:fered , a reward of one guinea fo·r the .r:etur.n . 
9f~t his 'ri;qg (with th,e du,ck attached) .tQ' .the J?epa,_rttr_J.f?nt. 
S}-'[1.~~-' .th~,~ seve.ral, persons have be.en 9-J ,s8sp,pointed. ~o 
learn tl1.at the 1 reward- is litni ted to that ·one· ring~ . 

~ ~ ~ . (. . ~ -~ 
.·.. . ' . . . 

. . , .T.o dat,e approximately ·s·ix hundred ducks have 
be~n ~ b'anaed a-t Queen's Gardens, Lake -K~rrinyup, . Yanch.ep, 
Vfarde:rinK Lak_e, Narrikup, Meralup, Wans·qorougJ:l and · 
Big Bootine Swamp, Beermullah. Full particulars of 
t .he numbers ~d _speGies ringed and the rec·overies to • 
9-a yB are . showp on page 1· 05. · 

, . ·:rn pio:neer:Lng _work of this n~ture many 
difficulties have to . be o~ercome and pSrfection in 
tripping operations .. may only be attained on the basis 
of' 't r ial 'and , error. Each locality hi s it's own peculiar:i. ties 

·! . 
I 

i -

I 

I 
I 
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and the success or failure of taking ducks _i~. their · 
na.tive environment must to a large extent depend upon 
the ini tiati ·ve and ingenuity · of the op_erator. , We · are · 
indeed fortunate· in having· such ideal places as Queen'_·s 
Gardens, Yanch.ep .and the Lake Karrinyup Country Club, 
whici are in close proximity. to ' the city~ for trapping 
st~tions. -Experience ·here has shown that most diff'iculties 
in an extensive . banding programme · are encountered in 
establishing trapping stations in country districts. 

Different tyi-Je·s of traps have been used with 
varyihg results. The timber-frame trap covered with 2" 
mesh netting with a front door hinged for sprin~ing was · 
discarded in favour of an iron-frame collapsible funnel 
t~ap covered with similar netting. The la tte·r type proved 
more effective and did not subject the birds to the 
injuri·es caused by the spring door of the timber-frame 
tr,ap. The iron-frame funnel trap attached to a wooden 
float has also been tried with moderate success. At 
Wardering Lake, 15 miles west-north-west of Woodanilling, 
Warden Traynor constructed a trap by driving sapling 
stakes into the bed of the 1 ake and covering the area with 
wire netting. A large number of ducks were subjected to 
the indignity of having a ring attached their legs, and· 
it is certain that Warden Traynor, by the time he had 
finished, was is wet as the proverbial shag. Photos of 
the traps Will appear in the next issue of th~ Bulletin. 

At Queen's Gardens, where the ducks ' are fed a 
daily ration of .bran and p r llard, little difficulty was 
experi'enced in enticing them to enter the traps for fodd. 
In other places the best results have been obtained by 

·sprinkling liberal ·quantities of wheat in and ·around the 
traps. That the ducks are not to any great extent affected 
by handling or by ringing has been proved by the number 
of birds that have re-entered the traps. One young bird 
put in an appearance on five·· consecutive days. 

Trapping results to date m~y be considered very 
satisfactory. In New Zealand during the initial year of 
similar operations 47 birds only were captured. The 
success of the field work in this state is due, it is 
believed, to the policy of the Department in placing 
that work under the superv-ision of one officer and to the 
enthusiasm of that officer. Warden Traynor is doing an 
excellent job, and there is still more hard work to be 
done if . the desired results are to be achieved. 
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Particulars of the rings returned to the Depart­
ment are shown on page 106. The return of rings is a 
very important part of the banding programme, and as much 
publicity as possible should be given by the. staff 
generally to this matter. · Tl1e ultimate success of the 
banding operations will depend upon the co-operation of 
the sporting public in retu-rning all rings found forth­
with to the Department, together with information as to 
the species - of due k and where and when it was shot • 

. -· · ___ DUCKS BANDED IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA FROM JUNE 4, 1952, 
TO MARCH 24, 1953. · 

Species Total Locality BlacklMallard ' MoOr ... t I Mountain Grey Blue Bold - Coo : Duck · Coot Banded Du-ck Cross Hen Teal 
-

Queen's Gardens 258 9 4 4 275 

Meralup near 
Dumbleyung 4 4 

Wansbrough 
near Tambellup 1 1 11 

r arrikup 10 10 

87 iYanchep 87 

yvardering Lake 
Woodanilling · 1 1 110 1 21 

tarri nyup Lake 
43 6 • Perth .. 29 78 

' 9ig Bootine 33 65 2 100 
wamp 15 miles 
. w. Gingin 

OTAL: 442 9 I 4 10 16 1 204 2 686 
: 

Repeats 134 

-To ta'.l Ducks Trapped· 820 I 

j : 

I .. 
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Date No. Ringed 

11 05 21 • 1 • 53 
7 p. m. 

1316 31.1.53 

1097 21.1.53 
9 a. m. 

1190 22. 1.53 
8 a. m. 

1351 12.2.53 

1280 27.1.53 

1457 24.2.53 

1276 27.2.53 

1211 23.1.53 

1339 12.2.53 

l)F 
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BANDING OPERATIONS 

~~covery of Rings to March 24, 1953. 

I , 
Place where Place where [Date of l 

Ringed Recovery! Recovered 

! 
BLACK DUCK 

Queens Gardens 2.2.53 Avon River near 
Ferth Northam 

Yanchep 8.2.53 10 miles south of 
Fremantle 

Que en's Gardens 8.2.53 
·-

Gillingarra, 
Perth Moore River 

Queen's Gardens 8.2 • .53 Avon River, 
Perth Burges Siding 

Wardering La ke~15.~.53 1 O miles N.E. of 
• I Kojonup 15 miles WNW I -

Woodani lli ng . 

Yanchep 19.2.53 Yunderup 

Karrinyup Lakei, 1. 3. 53 half way between 
Balcatta Wanneroo & Bil.ls-

brook, . commonly 
known as half 
way springs 

Yanchep 3.3.53 25 miles north 
6. 30p. m. of Perth &/anneroo 

district) 

Queens Gardens 18.3.53 Swamp between 
Perth Kelmscott and 

Forrestdale 

GREY TEAL 

Wardering Lake 21. 3. 53 I Capel Lakes 
-· -·· ··· 

··-

./ 

Dista 
Trave 

50 mi 

50 

68 

56 

10 

71 I 

12 I 

18 ' 

20 ' 

100 mi 



I 
Ci~~!~~~ ;;~~J~IGTON 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!1111111111111111111111 

JOURNAL oaoos6-02 03 

[MONTHLY SERVICE BULLETIN 
(WESTERN AUSTRALIA. FISHERIES 

2(3) Mar 1953 
1 

9 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE 

MONTHLY SERVICE BULLETIN 

vol. II, No. 3 March 1, 1953 

OH.ANGE IN MINISTERIAL HEAD 

The Hon. L. F. Kelly, ·M.L.A. for Merredin­
Yilgarn, was sworn-in as Minister for Fisheries on 
February 23. The new Minister, who it will be remembered 
was a member of the Royal. Commission on the Fishing 
Industry which sat a few years ago, has been good enough 
to address a message to the staff of the Fisheries 
Department. rt will be fuund immediately below. There 
is also a message from the retiring Minister, ·the Hon. 
A. v. R. Abbott, M.L.A. TD the former we extend a very 
warm welcome, and to the latter we say "au revoir 11 and 
offer sincere thanks for many personal kindnesses. 

From Mr. Kelly 

I am v~ry happy to have been honoured with 
the portfolio of Minister for Fisheries, because the 
fishing industry is one in which I have always been 
particularly interested and one which provides abundant 
scope for any Minister. During the late War the 
fisheries made great strides right throughot:Ht Australia, 
but the developments which· have taken place,J;i.n the West 
in the post-war period - developments which\i.re- second 
to none in the Commonwealth and.which have b~en due 
largely to the energetic policy .of the Fish&ries ,. 
Department - make me very proud that I shall:: be as:so:c iated 
with that Department and able to play a ,J??lJ'.'t;l' in the · 

. . j~jf J:tt:. ' l. . . 
. ·.1.. ~,·'•· ~ 



- 59 -

STAi.F NOTES 

Itispector A. v. Green, of Bunbury, is on 
annual leave. Inspector A. K. Melsom is relieving him. 

The permanent appointment of Mr. B. K. Bowen 
has been gazetted. 

Messrs. Brownfield and Bramley have just 
concluded a tour of south coast salmon beaches. 

Capt. H. c. w. Piesse is at present in the 
Bunbury area with m.v. "Lancelin". 

Inspector M. Goodlad has resumed duty at Broome 
after sick leave and Inspector Munro has returned to 
Perth ~fter relieving him~ 

Mr. L. G. Smith, Technical Officer, accompanied 
by Messrs. N. Millward and A. Lee, of c.s.r.R.O. 
Division of Fisheries, is carrying out ruff tagging 
operations on the south coast between Esperance and 
Alba,riy. 

Mr. J. Traynor, Fauna warden, has been duck 
banding in the south West. He met with little success 
at Bocal, where according to information received ducks 
were plentiful, but succeeded in banding quite a 
number of ducks at Lake Wardering, in the Woodanilling 
district. He has now shifted his traps to Lake 
Karrinyup, just north of Perth. 

Cadet Inspector N. E. McLaughlan has spent 
the greater part of February in Geraldton assisting 
Inspector Bowler. 

Inspector F. A. L. Connell and Assistant 
Inspector L. c. Oliver have been on a cruise to 
Geraldton in m.v. "Kooruldhoo" to investigate 
complaints that crayfishing was being carried out in 
closed waters. No evidence was found of illegal 
practices. They returned to Fremantle about mid­
February. 

I~spe~tor R. M. Crawford recenily had the 
misfortune to drive a stake into his foot while on 
duty at Lancelin Island. After tr eatment Mr. Crawford 
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DUCK BANDS RETURNED 

Since banding commenced on June 4, 1952, 
a total of 435 rings have been placed on wild ducks in 
many parts of western Australia. The vast majority 
of ducks banded were of thij black (or grey) variety, 
just a mere handful of teal having been ringed. 

Six bands have been returned to the 
Department, as shown in the following table, which 
gives an interesting picture of their dispersal. All 
recoveries were black duck • 

.No. Date Where Distance of Where ringed recovered recovered travelled rin -
Queen's Feb. 2 Avon River, 50 miles 
Gardens,Perth Northam · 

1316 II 31 Yanchep ·" 8 1 Om. south 50 ti 

<:i: Fre11.an t le 

1097 II 21 Queen's ! ti 8 Gillingarra 68 II 

!Gardens, Perth ; , Moore River 

1190 II 22 do. 1t 7 / Avon Ri v~r, :56 ti 

B.lrge s' Siding 1 
• 

1351 Feb.12 Wardel;'ing ti 15 1 Om.N.E. of 10 " 
Lake Kojonup 

1280 Jan. 27 Yanchep ti 19 Yunderup 71 " 

In the April issue of the Bulletin~ Messrs. 
Saville and Traynor will tell the full story of the 
duck banding operations since their inception. 

REFUSAL OF LICENSES 

Last year a number . of Fremantle fishermen. 
were prosecuted for having iemoved the berry from, 
or for having otherwise dealt with, spawning crayfish. 
A conviction was recorded in each case, but . a fine of 
£1 only was imposed on each offender. There was 
considerable jubilation on the part of the fisheimen 

--- ·-•--

.. . . ,. . __ _ 
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Inspector u. Goodlad, of Broome, who has been 
oh sick leave since mid-December, expecti to resume duty 
on February 2. 

Messrs. Brownfield, Piesse, Connell, Coombes 
ari.1l McLaughlan have resumed duty after annual leave. 

The crew of m.v. "Lancelin 11
, which is at 

gresent operating off Fre:aantle but wi 11 shortly leave 
for the South-West to continue·crayfishing, prawn 
trawling and ruff (sea herring) investigations, comprises 
Mr. H. c. w. Piesse, Assistant Inspector J. c. Thair 
and Cadet Inspector D~ Wright. 

Mr. L. G. Smith, Technical Officer, has been 
in the Denmark region in connection with the snapper 

stigati on prograrnme in_i tiated by o. s. I. R. o. Di vision 
Fisheries. During a week at Wilson's Inlet Mr. Smith, 

was accompanied by Mr. A. Lee, of c. S. I. R. o. , 
lly-tagged and released· 150 snapper and preserved 50 
b.ers for raciation studies •. 

Mr. J. s. Simpson, Inspector, Pemberton, has 
oeen transferred to Perth with effect from January 27. 
ifrr·._ Simpson's future role in the Depart(nen ~ wi 11 be to 
investigate, after some tui~ion by c.s.r.R.O., the nature 
of inland dams and streams wi tl1 a view to extension of 
trout acclimatisation activities. 

. In' compap.y with Inspector H. ,J. Murray, Mr. 
S1mps?n dur•ing December and January distributed to 
futly1ng centres approximately 112,0'0.0 f1njerl1n.i:;; :raintH:rw• 
.:rout. 
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During January the Superintendent visited 
Busselton and cowaramup, and in company with Mr. E. c. 
Harris, President of the W.A •. Professional Fishermen's 
League, inspected the waters of Cowaramup Bay, which had 
in August 1952 been closed against the use of fishing-nets. · 
Later in the month the superititendent visited Geraldton 
and the Murchison River. The Supervising Inspector and 
Inapector Bowler were with him. 

Mr. J. Traynor, Fauna Warden, is. continuing 
his duck banding operations at Yanchep. Mr. Traynor's 
health has now greatly improved, and he is fit for he·avy 
duties again. 

Duri rig the absence of Mr-~ ran Bartholomew on 
national service training, Mr. Ian Cairns has been 
appointed. to Head Office staff as . temporary clerk.. Mr. 
Bartnolomew's peraanent appointment was gazetted in 
January. 

Inspector A. ~{. Melsom is acting· as Metropolitan 
Inspector during Inspector Munro's -~bsence in Broome. 

C. S. I. R. O. PERSONNEL 

Mrs. L. M. Willings, Technical Secretary of 
the Division of Fisheries, c.s.r.R.O., Cronulla, N.s.w., 
has returned to the Eas~after a week's visit to Perth. 
Ddring her stay Mrs. Willings had discussions with local 
of.ficers. of · the Division and with the Superintendent~­
Arrangements wepe made for a visit to Rottnest Island and 
an inspection of Cockburn Sound in '11. v. 11 Lanceiin11 , and 
for an inspection- of Fremantle~ Rockingham, Safety Bay 
and :Mandurah districts by car. 

Mr. K. God.frey was compe1·1ed as a result of 
illness to leave- "Suda Bay!' at Bussel ton about mid-January 
and to return to Perth fo~ treatment. ·we are · glad to 
say l1e is now well on the road to recovery and will join 
"Lancelinll early in February ... 

Mr. Athol Middle~on, of the Hydralogy section 
of the Division of Fisheries, returned to Perth towards 
the end of January . after having spent seyeral weeks at 
Cronull~~- A -few d~ys af~er he go; back Mrs. Middleton 
gave bi~t~ tb _a son • . -· Congratulations!.!. 

. . ~ .. . ·- . -- - - ·-····· -
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PERSONAL NOTES 

Messrs. Brownfield, Brarnley and 'rraynor have 
returned to Head Office from their visit to the 
Kimber leys. 

[ 

Mr. Tra;ynor later left for the Great Southern 
and South-West to continue duck-banding operations. 
He was accompanied by Assistant Inspector Oliver. 

Assistant Inspectors G. Coombes and J. L. 
Gallop have been a~pointed to the permanent staff 
on six months' probation. 

Congratulations are extended to Inspector 
and Mrs. A. v. Green on the birth of a son on September 
11. Before her marrtage Mrs. Green was Miss Betty 
Roberts, of the Head Office staff. 

Tne S~perintendent (Mr. Fraser) visited 
Pemberton during the week-end of September 6-7 to 
attend the ceremonies connected with the official 
opening of the new trout ponds. Other departmental 
representatives at the various functions were Inspectors 
rnunro and J. s. Simpson and · Cade'L Inspector Carmichael. 

Accompanied by Mr. Saville, of Head Office, 
the Suµerintendent visited Albany and Denmark from 
September 11 t6 13. Enquiries were made into a 
proposal for the opening of a small area of Oyster 
Harbour to net-fishing, and in relation to the 
depredations of kan6aroos and emus in the Denmark-Young's 
Siding-Tingledale area. On the evening of September 12, 
accompanied by Inspector Jeffery, they were present at 
a meeting of the Denmark Road Board, to which represent­
atives of the local professional fishermen, anglers 

./ 
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STAFF NOTES 

Inspector R. M. Crawford and Cadet Inspector 
M. J. Simpson are at present patrolling the Abrolhos 
crayfisheries in M.V. "Garbo". 

M. v. "Lancelin" left Geraldton on July 20 
for an extensive cruise to Broome. The crew com­
prises Capt. H. c. w. Piesse, Ski~per, and Inspector 
A. J. Bateman and Cadet Inspector N, E. McLaughlan. 
Inspector S. w. Bowler made the trip as far as Sha~k 
Bay, where he spent a couple of days with Inspector 
Baird. 

Assistant Inspector R. J. Baird has been 
promoted to the rank of Inspector as from July 10, 
1952. 

On August 4 Mr. J. Traynor, Fauna Warden, 
will leave by air for the Kimberleys. He will make 
a comprehensive investigation in relation to the 
finches and wild turkeys in the Wyndham, Derby and 
Broome districts. On his return trip he will be met at 
Derby by the Deputy Chief Inspector (Mr. Brownfield) 
and Supervising Inspector (Mr. Bramley), who will leave 
Perth by Land Rover on August 7 for the purpose of 
inspecting all districts and activities north of Perth. 
Mr. Brownfield will return to Perth by air from Derby, 
and Mr. Traynor will accompany Mro Bramley on the 
overland trip south. 

The Superintendent (Mr. Fraser) during July 
visited the Abrolhos, Dwellingup, Pemberton and 
Mandurah. The visit to the Abrolhos was rnade in the 
company of the Hon. J. J. Dwyer v.c., M.H.A., Tasmanian 
Minister for Fisheries, and the Supervising Inspector. 

.,. . 
• -t< .... ~;_::· 
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BLACK MARLIN IN SHARK BAY 
This picture shows the head of the black marlin ·recently landed by 

Mr. Axel Bertelsen, of Geraldton. 

. ' - 1 
DUCK_ TAGGING AT qUE~N'S GARDE~ S, PERTH. 

-Left to Right: Dr. D. L. Serventy, Wildlife Section, C.S.I.R.O.; Hon. A. 
V. R. Abbott, M.L.A., Minister for ,Fisheries; Mr . J. /Traynor, Warden of 

~auna; Mr. A. J. Fraser, Superintendent, Fisheries Department. 
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FOREWORD 

The financial year 1952/3 is now upon us 
with the promise of reduced appropriations and demands 
for the strictest economy. It is therefore necessary 
for us to take stock of our requirements for the 
coming year and by careful planning keep those 
requirements down to absolute essentials. 

Those inspectors who are responsible for 
the maintenance of district stocks, the repair and 
upkeep of engines, boats and other equipment will be 
expected to assist in keeping expeti.di-ture to a 
minimum. It has been laid d~wn. that approval must 
first be secured followi1,1g a requisition or report in 
writing before any expense is incurred. This 
procedure is to be followed implicitly and if departed 
from, the officers _concerned may incur• the liability 
of the unauthorised expenditure. 

rt is not intended that items of a petty 
nature involving only a few pence or shillings, be 
first referred, but the issuing of Direct Orders 
for ser~ices or goods must not occur before quotes 
and prior approval are secured. Telephoned approval can 
be sought in an emergency. 

~~g_ 
A. J. Fraser 

SUPERINTENDENT OF FISHEhn::s. 
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FAUNA- PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Pursuant to Section 10 of the Fauna Protection 
Act, 1950, Messrs. H, M. Whit tell, O.B.E., L. Glauert, 
~.A., F.G.S., and D. L. Serventy, B.Sc., Ph.D., Have 
ween appointed -members of the Fauna Protection Advisory 
committee for a period of three years fr·om July 1, · 1952. 
~he conservator of Forests, Mr. T. N. Stoate, and 
t he Chief Vermin Control Officer, Mr~ A. ·R. Tomlinson, 
with the Chief Warden of Fauna, Mr. A. J Fraser, as 

are ex officio members of the Committee. 

WILD-DUCK BANDING PROGRAMME 

The Department is this year embarking upon an 
funteresting new investigation programme on the native 
&ucks, of which several species occur in Western Australia 
and are . of c_onsiderable interest to the general public 
and naturalists.. Very .little real information is known 
·about their habits locally, but impressed by the far­
rBaching results obtained in Great Britain and the 
[ifm.it-ed States, this State now follows New Zealand and 
Wictoria in adopting the technique. 

The_ rings being used are of aluminium and 
each. bears a serial number and an inscri p tion requesttng 
'\he finder to return the ring to the Fisheries Department, 
~e~th. The Department will operate regularly a 
auck-ringing trap at Queens Gardens, Perth, in 
association with the Perth -City Council. The co­
op'eration of the State Gardens Board has been obtained 

· in working traps , in other parts of the metropolitan 
area. Soon it is ' hoped to establish trapping stations 
in various other centres of the South West in association 
with competent ornithologists. 

From the information obtained from the _ringing 
programme, the Department hopes to trace the dispersal 

· and general movements of the various species of ducks. 
Qther factors of biological value for the conservation 
programme, such as the average life span, homing 
tendencies and the like, will be revealed. 

Each district Inspector is requested to 
furnish a monthly report on the wild ducks in his 
district. t 
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