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WHERE TO WATCH WATERBIRDSON THE
VASSE-WONNERUP WETLANDS

TheBirdlife

The Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands of Busselton, Westenstralia, support a great abundance and variety of
waterbirds. Surveys have revealed more than tthidysand birds of sixty species inhabiting the avets each year.
The total number of species recorded in all surieydate is now almost 90. Waterbirds are presergréatest
numbers during the hot, dry months of summer antly eautumn, when both ‘over-wintering’ transequadbr
migrants and many resident birds gather to feedlmmdant plant and animal life that becomes mocessible as
nutrient-rich waters recede. Several species -bhptae Black Swan - also breed on and around VVéésenerup.

At the peak of breeding, during spring, thousanfdswans and cygnets may at times be seen spreaatmsgs the
wetlands’ shallow expanses.

Most of the Vasse-Wonnerup wetland system is liste@ Wetland of International Importance under'®ansar’
Convention on Wetlands. Australia is a Contractragty (together with 159 other nations) to thisbglowetlands
treaty and has special obligations to conserviested sites and to wisely manage wetlands generall

Despite the significance of the site and its clpgzximity to Busselton, many of Vasse-Wonnerup’seslairds are
not commonly observed by the public at large. Thidue, in part, to a scarcity of readily availaloi®rmation about
where and when to see them.

The purpose of this information sheet, therefasdpiprovide advice on where, when and how to lseevaterbirds
of Vasse-Wonnerup.

For a list of 86 native waterbird species recorttedate, readers are referred to the companiamnrivdtion sheet —
‘A List of the Waterbirds of the Vasse-Wonnerup \&etls’.

Where and When to See Water birds

The following sites are recommended as they aresadule to the public and cover a wide range oéwvle@td species
and, at the right time of the year, large conceioing. The sites are listed in sequence, follovdangughly circular
route (by car or other transport) commencing intrarBusselton. Access maps are provided. Use Bfisselton
Street Guide is also recommended. These may béebtrom the Busselton Tourist Bureau, some ftetians,

newsagents and elsewhere.

It is recommended that at least 30 minutes be sptegdich site in order to be confident of seeihgoalat least most
(some secretive species can be hard to spot) dfittle present, as well as signs of breeding aremhge of other
behaviours. For maximum enjoyment it is suggesed only 1-2 sites be visited per day; thus it ielge several
weeks or months to visit all 12 locations listeftirhe in the district is limited, a selection dfet following sites - 2,
4,5, 8,9, 10, 11 (see below) - is recommendede Mt bird use of sites is seasonal; check defmms below for
optimal months.

While some species of waterbirds, notably some slumbots and gulls, habituate to some forms ofidisince, many
species do not. In general the waterbirds of V&8senerup are more sensitive to disturbance thasettod other
wetlands. Special care should be taken, theretor@void disturbing birds when approaching thenrtigalarly
during summer and autumn when large numbers coatgemn receding waters.

1. Vasse River (Busselton Museum)
Park at the Busselton Museum (Peel Terrace) arid tweough the museum to the rotunda at the edghef
river. Likely species include ducks, cormorants,ohe egret, swamphen, moorhen, coot and gull. Ayesr
site, accessible when the Museum is open (curré@dyn-4pm every day, except Tuesdays, ChristmasaDdy
Good Friday). A museum entry fee (per head) is plgya

2. Lower Vasse River Wetlands (Pioneer Cove).
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Turn off Peel Tce into Pioneer Cove and driveh first bend. Park and walk 80 m along a condiaitpath
to the edge of the river. This is a waterbird rowstand loafing area with permanent water. Likgheses
include ducks, cormorants and spoonbill. Approaattiously to avoid disturbing the birds. An all yesite.
Taylor Close is nearby and also has a right-of-teathe wetlands. A bird hide and a walk trail coctivgy this
site to the Busselton Museum are planned.

Lower Vasse River Wetlands and Vasse Estuarg (Road).

Turn south at end of Peel Tce (where it becomgsiba Rd) onto Ford Rd (currently a track) and dfhve km
to the Vasse River (don't attempt to cross thermevehicle). Likely species include ducks, swaeron, egret,
ibises, spoonbill, harrier, swamphen, moorhen, wgdsat and warbler. Usually dry in autumn.

Vasse floodplain wetland (Layman Road)

This is a small seasonal wetland with paperbitéldleucg trees and rushes in a paddock on the south $ide o
Layman Rd, 100 m east of junction with Avocet Bealel. View without entering the paddock. August-
November recommended to see nesting ducks, swalbegmoorhen, coot. Other species likely to be seen
cormorants, heron, egret, ibises and spoonbills Tsione of only two wetlands of its type on thesS&
Wonnerup floodplain.

Vasse estuary (Estuary View Drive)

At Wonnerup Townsite, turn off Layman Rd into Ma@mck Rd, then left into Estuary View Dve. Walk @ss
grassed area to edge of estuary. Likely specieslacks, swan, darter, cormorants, heron, ospreyséhd
When water level is low in summer-autumn, note eny 1-3 m diameter ‘islands’ - actually colonids o
polychaete tube worms (Family Serpulidae). An alnysite, with birds most abundant in summer.

Vasse estuary floodgates (Layman Road)

1.7 km east of McCormack Rd (Wonnerup Townsitedn tinto carpark on beach side of Layman Rd. Walk
across road to the floodgates. These were firdt iouLl908 (and replaced in 2004) to prevent seawftom
entering the estuary and destroying summer pastdies floodgates also reduce the risk of floodirfig o
Busselton during storm surges and following heaaing. Likely species include ducks, cormorantsiedar
heron and egret. An all year site particularly gémdphotographing and sketching individual birdtsse-up.

Vasse estuary (Webster Road)

0.25 km after crossing the Layman Road bridge &Vennerup Inlet, turn right into Lockville Rd. Thearn
right into Ballarat Rd and (eventually) left intoélster Rd. Drive to the end of the road, near tlge ef the
estuary. Likely species include ducks, swan, grebemorants, pelican, heron, egret, spoonbill aomt.cAn all
year site.

Wonnerup estuary floodgates (Forrest Beach Road)

0.25 km after crossing the Layman Road bridge ®Wennerup Inlet, turn left into Forrest Beach Rus{ead of
right into Lockville Rd). Continue 0.6 km to the Wrerup estuary floodgates - also first built in ldte 1920s
to protect summer pasture from sea water intrudifkely species include ducks, pelican, cormoraetget,
heron, ibises, sandpiper and stilt. An all yeas;sitost attractive at dusk and dawn.

Wonnerup estuary (Forrest Beach Road)

2.7 km north-east along Forrest Beach Rd from Véamm estuary floodgates and near a cluster of ingidis

the inconspicuous entrance to a straight, 15 m wkEdm long, public laneway (fenced and gated but
undeveloped; grass usually long) leading to theeeoigWonnerup estuary. Likely bird species are duck

cormorants, pelican, heron, egret, ibises, wadgull, terns and chat. Swans and cygnets most nwsero
August-November. Other species abundant during srrdsually dry in autumn, but check anyway.

Malbup Creek bird hide (Layman Road)

On Layman Rd, 0.25 km south of the Wonnerup Hawmdeance and almost directly opposite the Laymani®i
Area, turn right into the car park for the PossurailTand Waterbirds Walk. Park and walk to the iiptetive
shelter and then 400m along a crushed limestoreguat raised boardwalk to the Malbup Bird Hidehatédge
of Malbup Creek. At high water levels this creekigects the Vasse and Wonnerup estuaries. Likebiespare
ducks, swan, cormorants, heron, egret, ibis, spbama stilt. Most birds in summer.



11. Vasse estuary (Rushleigh Road)
Turn off Tuart Drive into Rushleigh Rd 1.6km towarBusselton from the Laymen Rd intersection. kolioe
road (partly sealed) for 0.6km and then turn rigid a straight, 20m wide, 350m long, public roddneway
leading to the edge of Vasse estuary. Likely speicielude include swan, grebe, ducks, heron,astitt avocet.
Swans and cygnets most numerous August-Novembleer Opecies may be abundant November-March.

12. Vasse estuary (Tall Tree Crescent)
Turn off Tuart Drive into Tall Tree Cres 2.3 kmwards Busselton from the Laymen Rd intersectionived®.7
km along Tall Tree Cres to reach the entrancelferidft) to a 10m wide, 300m long, public laneweading to
the Vasse estuary and the eastern end of the Ssbinee Reserve. Likely species include includenswlacks,
heron, stilt and avocet. Swans and cygnets moseraum August-November. Other species may be abundan
November-March.

There are also public laneways leading to the sontledge of the Vasse estuary from the junctiomlet and
Barracks Drives and from the end of Osprey Drivéhim locality of Reinscourt. These provide oppoittes to view
waterbirds when water level are high in winter apding however access may be difficult. They asrdfore not
currently recommended.

How to Watch Waterbirds

General guidance on birdwatching methods and enpmay be obtained from Slater’s “Australian Biedeher’'s
Notebook” (see reference list), from quality ‘fieddiides’ (to bird identification), from the WA O of BirdLife
Australia, Peregrine House, 167 Perry Lakes Dverealt WA 6014. Ph (08) 9383 7749. Fax 9387 841d,feom
the Department of Environment & Conservation, Bliese The following suggestions relate specificatly
birdwatching on Vasse-Wonnerup.

Binoculars or a ‘spotting’ telescope are esseffiiabbserving waterbirds. Binoculars with 8x or livagnification
and front lens diameters of at least 30 mm (withn@&gnification) or 40 mm (with 10x magnificationjeamost
suitable. A spotting scope with 20x magnificati@ore prefer without zoom) is recommendedstérdy tripod is
needed to minimise shake caused by wind.

Numerous field guides to the identification of Aadian birds have been published and may be puechiism book
stores in Busselton. A pocket notebook for recayaibservations in the field is recommended. S&tdlihages and
aerial photographs are excellent aids to navigatioen exploring wetlands on foot.

Personal Safety

Tiger snakedNotechis scutatuare common on and around the wetlands and thaomes deadly. Care should be
taken to avoid close encounters as they are natyaltimid. Closed footwear and long trousers acemenended. It
is also a wise precaution to carry a compressionldge on extended walks (to apply to bitten linbb)pe familiar
with first aid procedures for snake bite, to waikva responsible companion and to carry a mobjitnp.

Mosquitoes may be abundant on and near the wetldh@xautions should be taken to avoid being bigen
mosquitoes transmit debilitating illnesses suchiRass River virus. Keep exposed skin to a minimuh eansider
using a personal mosquito repellent. Avoid timeemimosquitoes are most active. Further advice osgaitoes
may be obtained from the City of Busselton, Shir€apel and WA Health Department.

Potentially toxic algal blooms occur from time toné¢ in parts of Vasse-Wonnerup and some muds may em
unpleasant and potentially toxic odours. Do noeemtater or mud and avoid areas where smells sexemtially
overpowering.
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