The Department has recently instituted a program 1o
investigate contamination of wildlife by pesticides. The
nrogran has three main areas of concern.

1. MONITORING OF TERRESTRIAL CONTAUINATION.

Specimens of the Wesbtern Wagpie (Gymnorhina dorsalis) have

veen taken from numerous localities within the South VWest
Land Division. velected tissues have been analysed for
organcchloring and organophosphate content, By this means
the general extent and level of contamination has been
determined, Areas of relatively high contanination have

heen identified.

It is intended %o use the Sstuary Cobbler {Cnidoglanis

nacrocephalis) to monitor contamination of estuaries by
pes

sticides, Systematic sampling has not yet commenced.
3. OHD RIVER TRRIGATION ARJA,

Twenty-four species of wildlife likely to accumulate high
levels of pesticides have been sampled. These zamples
have yet to be analysed.
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T ro cem%ly Aiscusced the guestion of time involved in
seeticide residue analyesis with ¥r, Houghton, Chief of Division,
¥o0od, “rugq, and Toxicolosy in the CGovernment Chemieal Labs, and
e, Thell {one of the analysts), On the basis of our asgple
aamnling propramme where we have taken musele and liver qqmﬁles
orly, 30 individual tlilssue samples for the egulvalent of 45 birds)
ner week would be the limlt for one man, At this pate and
assumling that capital items at the Chem Labs were not Timiting,
the emvloyment of an additional analyst to do vectickey recidue
ﬂvqlJul for our work only could allow For a maximum throughput of
aprroximately 4,000 samnles per year,

we have submitted avpproximately 250 samples £or analysl
ing of January, the majority (approx. 200) being

e aleo have another 400 samples in storape
submitted for 9%q1vs1s.

ee the
itted
ich have

wh

Tt is ¢asily anpreciated +hat any practicsble resﬁﬁue
monitoring f*orrﬁmme which we could sustain under these conditio
will be linited., The major difficulty =arises at the point of
aralysis.

In my opinion the magpie sampling programme cal ﬁwoviﬂe
ue with data an Aletribution and level of residue contaminstlon,
and should be expanded to cover ihe whole of the agricultura al arens
of the State. T believe Vietorila is saleo using uagples as®
indicator specien for this purpose.

To obtain adequate sample coverasge of this area would:
reauire collection of Z~L00 birds per annume On the basis of
eamuling carried out =0 far b“ ¥p, Hevhirter these could be
eollected over L0=50 working days in the field {i.e. 3-40 week%)
“he collection of ssmples is gulte nractieable from our point of
view with our oresent staff but if we are to consider this work
then there aopears to be a need for an sddltlional analyvst in the
nulred,

Chem Labs 10 cope with the volume o work which will bhe ¥

Tt 3is oy suggestion rhq we should be able to essist
to prenare a subnission fovr the 7,53,%. 80 thet an
addit o,ql arnalvaet could e employed for thig purnose,

of




