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W.
TT'TTRODUCTIOI.l.

t* r-ter b1r.d habltats of the Swan

dlvlaled lnto two iaa.;*on categories¡ tldal
and theln need. boclclng.

r ^O Tldat Sand FLats.

Rlve¡r may be looseLy
sand flats; and muil flate

The thnee maJon tidal eand. flat areas of the Sv,¡an Rlver are
the Pt tlltaylen flats¡ the Fneey;ay flatsr and the Fellcan Ft füate.
These flats and the adJolnlng shoreLtne are the teejlnA A:l noostlng
grouncte of mf.Er.atory ?}] p,",,""t},F".p: ff_l.1tre_ 

blrd.s. SPec/es,,/óf u¡ad.ers

seen on these flats dtrnlng the perlod.ôf tlrls survey (December 1969,
January and Febnuary, 197O) lncluded Reil-nect<ed Avocet¡ tvhite-headed
Sttlt, Banded Stllt, Ban-talled God.wlt¡ Bl,ack-tailecl Godwltr Gneen-

shank, Cunlew¡ Clney Ploven¡ Shanp-tailed Sanilplperr Curiew Sandplpenr

Connon Sand.piper. Llttle Stlnt and Red-capped Dottenelr of whlctt
only the Avocetr Stllte¡ and Re<l-cappecl Dotterel are resldlentr the
others mlgnatlng to the No,rthern Henlspher:e eaeh gêâtto

Theee blrds feed on tåe-Pelryrffissr-€llgoehaetee--Moltuece¡-
Cruetaeeer lnsects and lnsect larvae whlch the tldal flats narbou/{
and aleo on the ineects whlch the aitJacent bueh (lf present) pnovictes.

Durlng the b-5 ¡nonths which the nlgratory spectes spend on

outr ehores they bulldl up large energy reserves (tn the fonm of fat
tlssue) which ane expencted on the return fllght to the I{onthern
Henlephe¡re. The gonad.s pnesirnably are aleo bullt up to a repnod.-

uctlve condltlon. It is thenefone lmportant that dunlng thls perlod

there ehouLd be a large amound. of food. available and. that there shoulct

be llttle d.leturbanee of thelr nornal feeûlng aetlvltles.

-

A hlgh level cf dleturbance results ln a hlgh level ci'energy
expendlture by the bir<ls concerned. Thls lnterferes wlth fat
productlon and gonad. d.evelopnent antl thus reduces the llkellhooct of
a successful nrigratory fl1ght to the cuÍuner breed.lng gnounds. Even

over a short pertod. of tlrne thls is llkely tc have a cleleterlous
effect upon blrd numbers. Fcn thls reasorÌ actton 1-e neceesary to
red.uce the level of dlsturbance tc the waders.

The survey has shown a serlous level of dlsturbance ( :.n t:re

forn of pedeetrlans¡ vehlclesr rnoto¡rbltes anil dogs) to exlst at
pellåan ?t. and. to a lesser extent at the Free!Ísy¡ In lte unaltered
form the Metropolltan Reglonal Plannlng ,Authorltyt s plan for the
future d.evelopment of t'ne -shoreline arcund ?t. Waylen wtlL lnt¡rod-
uce a dlsastrously hlgh level of dlsturbance tc thts rtrea algo.

The necomrnendattons whleh foLLow the neponts on each of the

above thr:ee areag are lnteniled aB a soLution to thls pfobLeur.
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1.1 Pt l:ãylen E Alfned Cove.

i.11 Pt ï?aylen.

ISTBæI9.
-';<-'' The ttdal fl,ats extendlng from Pt lïaylen two-thlrde of the way

to Ft F/a1ter are the moet extenslve tldaL aand ftats of the Swan

River.
Because of thelr øLze, varlety of formatlone antl of foocl ÊuBplyt

they support nany specles of water-blrdls.
the fl,ats nay be dlvlded lnto two nnajor areas, o¡Ie of whlch

ls eand,y wlth llttle or no v¡eed, coverlng. the othen area hae a thlch
coverlng of gea weed rn'hlch contaLns vast numbers of crustaceaa

llghten area belng eand, the danker being weed. The approxLnate
bounda¡r1es are marl¡ed on the correapondlng râpr

1.12 Sandv Area.

'1. Ho¡rlzontal Sand I'Iate.
The greater part of the sandy ares ls a horlzontal sand flat

whlch 1s extosecl ônLy at unusually low tldee. Because of lts
horlzontal nature thls area ls expoeed on flooilecl by very minor
fluetuatlons ln rive¡r Ieyel. At most tlmes lt ls covered by t¡ater
to a depth of about cne fcot. Thug the fauna lt contalne ls
inaccessable to the ehort-beaked wadere (erey Plover; Shartptallect,
Cur.lew and Connon Sand.plper; Llttle Stlnt ard Red-capped, Dotterel.)
Optlmum condltlons for feedtlng are darnp eancl and O-1 lnches of
waten and these ane provldecl by unusually low tides. At sueh tlmee

flocke of cver S'OOO wadere may be seen feedllng on the flats.

At nonnal low tlile thts area ls coverecl by almost 5 lnches

of water and. ls then a vast feecttng ground for the long-beaked

wad.ere (Âvocet, Stilts, Bar and Black-tatl.eil Godwlts and Green-

shanks) whlch normally feed 1n 1-6 lnches of v¡aten.

2. Near - shore A!9âr

The gentte stoplng natur.e of the shore-moet 20-25 ¡rards of

eand. flats provliles the conilltlons necessary for feedlng by both

the Long and Short-beaked wad.ene.

, Although thts area 1s only a emall. percentage of the total
sand flat area 1t ls sufflclentlg extenslve to provlde ample foot
for the large numbers of long-beakedl waclers v¡htch may be seen

feedlng along lt at all tlmes. The Shor"t-beaked wadens feed naLnly

|n other areas (see (¡) )r however snaLL groups may always be

seen along the vraterf e edge.
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3. Natural Sand. Ban.

The Bouth-eastern borden of the Pt TVayIen sand fLats ls a

raleed sand bar¡ 90Í( of whlch ls usually covened by not more than

6 Lnches of waten and eo forng an extenslon of the ttl{ear'-shone

Areatt.

A snall portLon of the bar (eO y¿s x 3 yds) ls covered by

onLy the hlgheet tldesr thue fornlng a s€oi-Besnanent lslanðo Ttrls

lsland. antt Pellcan Ptr ârê the two noat lmportant roostlng areas

Ln the Swan Rlven.

Large nu"mberg of Sransr Creeted anil CaeBlan Terns and Conon-

a¡rte aleo congregate on thLe i'slanð.

To the south-eaet the bank shelves lnto the C.eeper waters of
Alfr.etl Cover erd 1t ls here that theee bhde catch rnuch of thelr
f oodl.

Further to the north-east r.he bank r.lses agal.n to forn a long

¡tarro-cl isLand o¡r r';hicìr che aforenentlonecl epeclee also congrcgate.

j¿-i{an-nade 8an4 Bare.

The two sanS bans along the northern bonder of the flats
whleh have been er.ecied by the dunplng of eand dredged fron near-
by, are exBosed onty at low tld.es. fhey ere neverthelese lmportant
rooetlng areas elnce although Pellcans w111 ¡roost only on conIF

letely expoeed âr.€âBe Swane lf-llL rcost ln leg - dlepth water.

Roostlng on theee bar.e 1e of twofoldl ad.vantageo Ffustly¡
!b seper.atee the $wans fnom the publlc by 25O yds of watenr alrd

Beaondly, theee bans dellnlt the northenn end of the weed-cove¡red.

flats on whlch they feed almoet excluslvêly.
6. Reed. J.sland I $urroqndlns-F1ate.

The anea of t1èal flate sunnound.lng the reecl leland (see

rûap) and extending f¡roro 1t to the shore ts one of the moet

lmportant features of the tldal fLats of the Swan RlYer. Of the

ftate at Pellcaî Ptrr the Freeway and ?t. Baylenr thls area ls the

last to be flcoded by a hlgh ttder due to lts gneater elevatlon.
ft ls therefore the last area of sand. ftat whlch ls avallable to
the ehont-beaked wad.ens for feedlng pu¡rpog€g¡ (apart fron the less

favourabLe shore marglns). Congequentlyr flocks of over JrOoo

waiters whleh hact gatheredl frorn all over the ¡'1ve¡r may occaslonally

be seen feedllng ln thls llmlted arêao

6. Dralng.-

AttwoBolntsalongtheshorellnestortwaterdrâl.nsenBtylnto
the rlver', dlscharglng fneeh watenr plant nnd lngect lifer âtld' sand'

The eandl deposltetl at the end of the clralns has formed' snall ðeLtae

(each ç¡lth a racllus of twelve yards) on whlch many Srvane an¿ dueke

(erey Teal and Mountaln Duck) congregate. TÌ¡e Swane and ducks
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*r* the fresh wate¡r dlschanged by the dralns andl tbe vrad.e¡rs eat
the lnsect Llfe whieh lt carrles. These ane the only places on the
Swan River whene Swans may be negularly seen cn the shore.

1. 1 I Weed-so\rered Areag

Thle area has a slnllan topography to that of the adJacent
eanil flate; the greaten pa¡.t belng honlzcntnl sand flatr wlth the
ehore-nost, 2O-3O yd.s gently sloplng upwards to hlgh water" nank.
The whole area 1s thleklS'covered by seaweed. whlch (wlth the cruetacea
Í.t contalns) provldes a large food mass upon which ciucks and Swane

feed.. -Â.verage nr¡rnbens seen thnorrgh the 5leniod of Burvey vrere 600

Grey Teal¡ jO Swans and 1O Mountain Duck.

lhis ls the only area on the rlver whene Swans ancl [lountaln
Ducks ¡oay negularly be seen feed.lng and pneenlng on the ehone I s

eclge.

1@.
ISTRODUCÎIC}T:

Aifned Cove 1s a ehallow back¡ratep apêB¡ borde¡pecl by sanphtre
flater the Pt l{ayl.en eand flate¡ and. a nårrow stnl3r of reed.s

(predomlnantly SclnpuQ sp. ) o Its botton 1s of t"-lck mud. ç¡hlch ls
overgrown by eeaweed..

Iinrler normal tldal condltlons only a narrow (O-5tncnes) strlp
of nud around the edge of the cove 1s exposedl. lThere thls 1s backedl

by earnphlrer srna1l grouBs of wader.s nay occaslonalLy be seen feeël-
tng.

Si.nce thle srea 1e usually covered by 1-6 lnches of waten¡
lt 1e a favou.ned feedlng anea of tile long-beakeC wadet'e. Shont-
beakecl .wad.ene sleo feed. along tts edgeç

îhe reecly area and the grasg behind it pnovlde abundant
lnseet Llfe for the short-beakect wadere (stoarach eanplee of these
bincls fron Peel Inlet sh.ow inseete to be theln nraJor foocl.)

LãTgê numbers of Gr"ey ?eaÌ also feed. over these flats¡ lte
att¡ractlveneea to tlucks be!-ng enhanced bJ' lts backlng of reed,s.

lhat the cove ha¡rboune a lange flsh populatlon ls lndlcated
by the regularlty wlth whlsh rlver mulret nay be E¡een fllpplng
out gf the waten in the shallows of thio â3€oo

It le wlthout d.oubt an Lnportant feed.lng anea fon the flsh-
feedlng bL¡rcle ( ,lelicans¡ cormorants¡ a¡rù CresteC and Casplan lerns)
whlch roost on the sand. bar which forme tre south-east bord.er of
the Pt. Waylen ttdaL flats.

SBecl.es observed feeðlng ln Alfre¿ Cove lnclude Grey ?ea1;
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lood Ì)uchi C¡'eoted ond Caç5,lan ?err¡s¡ ?el!.canaf $rren¡ | iled-nsckeô
i?oocti tnrlte-headcd stllt¡ Rar-telloô Codwlt3 Curlow¡ OreeaalranL¡
Grey ?Iovtrt Shan¡rtallcôr Cunlcr and Comon rorúBt¡¡crt r:hltc-faocô
llenon; Conoorants¡ and Llttle rttnt¡
l. t 5 Futul.c lrevaloplpnte

l. Ft lîey1G¡¡

ApoÉ fro¡n the oacast nal person walklng alcng tho e!¡o¡'er3
cågc and tho sæll nu¡bcn of pcople Eho çalk out onto the flats
tlren they ara eot!t'tlctc1.'¡ G:r?ogcdr thero le llrtle rlleiturbance of
thc bttcüg wlrlah rcoet eni! fgect Jn thc BFêeo rfoleyen¡ cte?g æeü
to ba takcn tc cnsure +.::at t\e sttrmtton cloea not rorüon ta the
futu¡'rÊo

Ecfore 1963 c¡anahee fcnnod the entlnc st¡orcllnc batween Ft¡
Tl¡rylen anll Pt. felte¡'. fn t963 reaua¡ltlon Of thcao nrçrchoa bcgaão
Rubbtgh ant eo!,I ras ,'Iuîoitoû on thon ancl levcllod off at âDfrro¡¡-
loately 6 fcet oto¡r hlgh r:atctr us¡rt. l?hlto beaeh sanå roc tl¡en
bulltoæd æur tÞe ¡rubbtah ttp anå ilosn to tho ghonollnco

îhß area neet. of Robcrta Rôr ças thcn gras,aet and acoess
rosde r,'oro butlt to thc ghore.

Baoh reelcrÉ Esny E¡copla vlelt the anea to rel,l along the
ehcne and for Baeelve rec¡reatlon.

?lra Hctro¡tolttrn R.glonal trle¡¡alng Autìorlty ln lte rplaa

fo! tbll sraa arÍl Can¡rtag Rtvcnao ahous thnt thÊ rauolalng aøotl.oa
of reeorve A 2bO63 ls lnteadcû for 'lapræementr' (tnc ûevclo¡r
æat of beaoh fcncehonêor lcndeoeglaar footroyar aGGGIB r.oa{la and
porllng â¡l88!o) "Cl,¡bg asp.oelaücd rlth ¡rtvon useo arrc algo Blannod
on thc aho¡¡cra odEe¡ otrontnd onto tho ttdlal flateo

Tlrcre lt ao ûoubt that the itcvelolmnt of tho ahonol!,ns ta
tlrle !!¡annGr rlll dloturû thc bl¡dltfc of the 'Þt. t?ef¡cn tlûel f,lat¡
to ouoh an crtent that the eontlnued uee cf tlrls aros ùa a F:,cgtr1tt*
an.l foed,lng gnound for rodtn¡ blrdar rlucke¡ BrBnE¡ and PellGÐD¡l¡
ets¡ s111 be le¡oeatbleo

2. Alfred Ccvc

Taat Bropossla fc¡r the 'lovolopnoat of Alfred Ccvc have bcoa
dcalt;ao 1 tc lnpr:vo th€ er¡ltablllty fo the ensa for srlælng ont
boatlngo

¡ lbc â,avclopoent of the eove tn thtre BoÌ¡aer rould bc to thc
dctntoeat of tho rlldltfe shlch tt andl the adJacent aa¡rd flat¡
aupport, for tsc oaton trossonsr

Fl¡rstlt¡ dnedlgf,ng of the cove an6 lte oud flate ¡oulô dlcet¡rot
ln¡ortont fccdtng grounde of Poltaans¡ Sranol d.ucls¡ ooraononte;
anCt of neslûent and nlgratolt ¡edcr¡ alnoa thc aultablllty of thceo
trcas for focdlng te ûepcndrnt Dot only on thc food oontcnt but
al¡o upoo lts aocoaslblllty.



Secondly¡ the d.leturbance of the Pt lfiaylen Band areas ( eee

eectlon 1,12) whlch would be assoctated. wlth any lnenease ln boatlng
activltyr ¡yould. be of a senlous nature and co;rpletely uncont¡rolLabl.e.

'¡.16 Recommend.ed Aetlon

fPlth the proposals of the M.R.P.A. and the lnportance of the
Pt. trVaylen tldal flats and of AIfneC Cove ae bincl habltat.s 1n

nnlnd.¡ lt 1s recomurend.eCl thatr

1. An HArt cl,ass reðerve be nade to lnclude,
.4. all that land between hlgh-water mank and low-

water mark¡ from opposlte Page str Attaclale¡
anounô to Cururlngham st¡ ¡pplecross.

B. Al.t that lanil wlthln A2l+063 and the Melvllle Beach

Road Resenve cne chain anove hlgh-waternark fnon
opposlte flalg Rd¡ attailaler to Cr:¡nrnlngham Stt
Applecroes.

C. All larvi below.low-water mark wlthin Alfnecl Cove.

Thls reserve should. be for the Burpose of "Oon-
servatf,on of Faunar unden the Jolnt control of
the S.R.C.B.r âDd the 1{.Â.r,'f.L.A.

2. A four-foot cyclone nesh fence be erected on the boundary
of the above recerve from high-water rnark opposite Haig
Rd, Attadale, to hlgh-water mank opposlte Eu¡rst str
¡lfned Cove. Notlces be erected. at either encl and at
Lntervals along the fence lnfonnlng the publlc that the
areâ ls a fauna reeerve ancl that entry 1s prohiblted to
all that part east of Halg Rond.

3. Prawnlng be prohlblteil wlthln the area of the neserve east
of Halg Ro. but be all,owed west of Halg Rd.

4. An obee¡rveð mou¡¡d, elnllar to the one at Pellean Pt. be

constnueted. on Pt. Waylen (approximate poeltlon on nap)

togethen wlth an accese road from Burke Drl:e and a park-
lng anea.

Thlsobse¡ryatlon mound. ïy111 be much closen to the blrd.e than
the Þeltean Pt. orle and a hlgh-power telescope shoulet be

unneeeggary.

5. Tlre exlstlng bank whlch was formed by recLamatlon shoultl
not be pushed any funthen onto the sand flats. Pneferablf

¡ the eteep edge should be levelled by pushlng back or removal.
part of the banlt which ls removed could be used to bulld
the abovementtoned. obse¡rvatlon rnound'.

6. No funther dreclglng of any area of the far¡na res¡erve should.

be Permltted'.

7. Tl¡e refuee r¡hlch hae fallen fnom the rubbleh ilump has

rnade the ehorellne at Pt. Ilaylen an unsightly nees and

ehould. be nenoved.
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1 .2 T$TTIüüNA FRBETI'AY.

1.2'l E!@þg-.
T'he tlclal sand flats extend,lng along the ed.ge of the Kwlnana

Fneeway fnom South Tenrace to Lyall Stneet, are irnportant feedlng
grotrnd.e for reeldent and nignatory wadlng blrlls.

The flats extend 2O0 to JOO yarits out from the shoreline and.

a¡re appnoxl.natel.y one mlle ln length. They ane ho¡rlzontal and.

consequentLy very nl.no¡r fluctuatlone ln waten leveL reeuLt 1n

rapldl exposune o¡r flood.lng.

They are only ex¡roeed. by exceptlonally low tldes and. thus
contaln enormous food rese.nves for the ehort-beaked. uadens whlch
obtaln thel¡r food fnom the dautp exposed. sand and. shallow (O-t lnchee)
water. When the flate âre expoeed large flocke of these birde (erOOO

on more) may be seen feedlng over them.

NormaL ûldal conclltlons cover the flats wlth an average of
one foot of water. ll1th the water at thle d.epth, food, reaources
ere avallable only to the long-¡stked. wade¡rs and to ducks (rnalnty

_=Go"y Teal) and Î'elloâDor

Publlc access to the F¡reeway flata le llmited to the fore-
elrore vla the footbnlclges at Oonner and, Judd St¡reete.

Nevertheleee¡ durlng weekends and echool holldays, Beople
frequently wander aLong the shor€rs edgei and. at a low ttclor scrogs
the tlclal flats.

Serlous dlletunbance occu¡re only when the flate are covened. by
vrater and an afternoon Geâ breeze le blowing. Und.er these cond.ltlons
Lange flocks of Ltttle Stlntr Cu¡rlew ancl Shanp-tatLecl Sanðplpe¡rt
dueks, Red-necked Avocet and Bar*talled Godwlts¡ ¡roost on the
sanil above hlgh-vrater nark and ane contlnua[y dlstunbed by menbers

of the publ.lc walklng along the shorellne.

1.22 Reconmend,ed Actlon
It le necommend.ed thatt
*. An 'A' Clase Reserve be made to lncLuile all. that land

between lor-waten rm¡rk and the cyelone meeh fence (whleh

:ï.' i :i,::: H: J::"""1. lnl,:-:iT,:i:ïi :i,:ïll;"
¡ of South Te¡lrace.

Tþe neserve should be fon the purpose
'ncl und,er the Jotnt contnol of the

of tt0ongervaülon of Faunar
S.R.C.B. and the 1T.A.lü.L.4.

2. Foun-foot hlgh cyclone meeh fences be erected. extendtng
fnom the exietlng fence¡ along the ncrthenn and s:uthenn
bou¡td.aniee of the reaerves b hlsh-waten nark.

3. Notlces be enected. at elther ends of the rence lnfonmlng
the publlc that the area 1s a fuana reaerre and, that entry
ls prohlblted.
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1.I PELrCÂil PoIt{T

1.31 lgtrodluctlcn.
The lmpontance of Pellcan Ptc âB a blncl sanctuary hag been

welL recognleed ln the past. .As a result an obserratlon mouncl was
bullt fon publlc use ancl a fence ïyas erected pnesurnably to d,eten

the publlc frcm walklng onto the pôlnt. Thls fence hae been a
dlenal fa1lu.ne.

Each weekend, Bcones of people vlelt the 2olnt. A few looh
f¡rom the obserrratlon mound., but the ttaJonlty walk along the ehore
ed.ges ând out onto the polnt lteelf.

The bl¡dÊ¡ on the polnt fly off when approached. A few epecies¡
such as the Red-necked Avocetr trVblte-head.ed Stllt anrl Red-capBed
Dotterelr settle so¡newhere el.se on the polnt¡ but the nlgnatory
waders leave the polnt altogether and seek nelatlvely undtstu¡rbed,

locatlone sueh as the Freeway and, Pt. lïaylen sand flats.
Dogs also run across the flate¡ chaelng the blndsr and then

mose tnto the samphf.rer cllgglng holes ln the sanil hllle¡
Tl¡e nunber of Red-cappedl Dotterels resLdent at Pellean Pt.

thlg year was eLz¡ a pltlful nunber companedl wlth the scones whlch
vere resldent the¡re flve yea¡rs sgoo Thle dec¡reage ln numbe¡rs Ls

alnoet certalnly d.ue to destructlon of neste by clogs cllgglng ln the
Sâfldo

At dawn and d,usk, lange flocks of wader.e feecl at Pellcan Pt.
Dunlng the dlay howevêr¡ they fly to lees d.lstunbed aneas.

1.32 Recommended, Actlon

It ts reconrnendledl that¡
1. Att ".Aft Claes Regerve be rnad.e to lnclude

A. Al1 thst lanil between lor¡..water mark antl hlgh-waten
mank frosr the llnestone Jetty to the western end of
the extstlng fence.

B. All that land wlthla A 17375 whlch 1s enclosed by
the fence. Thls reserve ehould, be for the purpose

of tt0ongenvatlon of Flora & Fau¡att and unde¡r tho

Jotnt oontnol of the S.R.C.B. and the l?.A.1ll.L.A.

llre exlstlng reserve ls fon the purBoee of trRecreatlon' and.

under the cont¡rol of the IÍatlor¡aL Parks Board. the change ln pur-
poBe te r€commend.ed so that the area becomeg a Fauna Sanctuany wlthln
the u¡canlng of the F.C.A. Public accese can then be ¡restrlcted by

the 1{..4. . t', Â.

2. A foun-foot hlgh eyclone nesh fence be erected extendlng
from the llnestone Jetty anound. the edge of the samBhf're

anil ruehes¡ and then along the exletlng fence Llne to hlgh-
water mank (see map).
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AlternatlveLy most of the exlstlng Jr fence could. be utlllzect

lf cyelone neslr were ad.ded. A fence of thls helght 1g, howeven,
gery easy to ellmb ovêro

3. lVotlcee be e:rected at elther enü and. at tntervals along
the fence lnfonning the publle that the area ls a fauna
resenve anil that entry ls pnohlblted.

4. I flxed.r hlgh-Bower teleecoBe be erected. on the obserrratlon
mOünd,.
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2.O UTID FLAÎS AI.r[' REED BACKING.

@.
Between Eeþleeon feLand and. Ivy St. Redcllffr thene are

five areas of mud flats (sho¡un on nap), parts of whlch a¡re expoeed

at low tlde.
Because of thle¡ they suppo¡rt a largetr nunben and gneater

varlety of watenblnd.e than does the nest of thls stnetch of the

Swan Rlver.

Each cf these tldal mud flats eLopes gentl.y fnon the ehore

into d.eeper water¡ thus pnovldlng eultabLe feed.ing condltlons for
nany waterblrdl ePecles.

Shont-beakect. waile¡rs feed 1n the danp exposed, rnud anô along
the waterf s eclge.

The long-beaked waders feed ln the shallow water. Pellcane¡

coots and Clucks (Crey Teal anct Black Duck) feed 1n the deeper areag

of the flats. Heron, Ibls and Egret feed along the shorers edge and

ln the shallowe.

Specles seen feed.lng on the tlilal flate lnclude Red-cappeô

Dotterel.r Llttle Stlntr CurLew sand.plper, t'9trlte-headed Stlltt
E?¡lte-faced Henon¡ Redl-neckeô Avocet, Whlte Egretr Stnaw- necked

fble, fûhlte neckecl Heron, Greenshankr CasBlan Tenn¡ Cootr Grey

Tealr Black Ðuek¡ ïÛood Duckr ancl Pellcatlo

Because all flve area8 have a slnllar topographyr they

euppont the same specles of blnde. Relatllve lmpontance thenefone

depends upon nelatlve elze. Areas, 2r3¡ and 5 are therefo¡re of
g¡reater lmportancer l+ belng the leaet inportant.

AIl these âreas ane howeverr leseLnportant than the Pt.
Iiaylenr PelLcan Pt. a¡rd Kwlnana Freeway tldal flats.

In the M,R.P.A. propoeal "A Plan fon the Swan ancl Caanlng

Rlvensn, all flve area8 are p¡ropoeed fon dreclglng. îh1s woulð

gomBletely destroy them ae feedlng and roostlng grcunds fon the

abovementloned speoles of waterbl¡d'e.

2.O2 Recom,mended Aetlon

ff these blrds are to contlnue uslng thts stretch of the

rlveqr the maJorlty of nudflate nuet be Left ln thèlr naüural

condlitlons.
Sone pnoVlelons souLcl also be made to contnoL development

the banhs of the rlver lnmedllately adlJacent to the nuclflats

the dletunbance 1s kept to a m1n1mun.
on

BO
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