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1.1 Pt Waylen & Alfred Cove.
1.11 Pt waylen.,

INTRCDUCTION,

— The tidal flats extending from Pt Waylen two-thirds of the way
to Pt Walter are the most extensive tidal sand Tlats of the Swan
River.

Because of their size, variety of formations and of food supply,
they support many species of water-birds.

The flats may be divided into two major areas, one of which
is sandy with little or no weed covering. The other area has a thick
covering of sea weed which contains vast numbers of ecrustacea,

= The two areas are discernable on the aerial photographs, the

lighter area being sand, the darker being weed., The approximate
boundaries are marked on the corresponding map.

112 Sandy Ares.

1. Horizontal Sand Flats.

The greater part of the sandy area is a horizontal sand flat
which is exnosed dnly at unusually low tides. Because of its
horizontal nature this area is exposed or flooded by very minor
fluctuations in river level. At most times it is covered by water
to a depth of about one foot, Thus the fauna it contains is
inaccesgsable to the short-beaked waders (Grey Plover; Sharp~-tailed,
Curlew and Common Sandpiper; Little Stint and Red-capped Dotterel.,)
Optimum conditions for feeding are damp sand and O-{ inches of
water and these are provided by unusually low tides. At such times
flocks of over 3,000 waders may be seen feeding on the flats.

At normal low tide this area is covered by almost 5 inches
of water and is then a vast feeding ground for the long~beaked
waders (Avocet, Stilts, Bar and Black-tailed Godwits and Green=-
shanks) whiech normally feed in 4-6 inches of water.

2« Near - shore Area.

The gentle sloping nature of the shore-most 20-25 yards of
gand flats provides the conditions necessary for feeding by both
the Long and Short-besked waders.

Although this area is only a small percentage of the total
gsand flat area it is sufficiently extensive to provide ample food
for the large numbers of long-beaked waders which may be seen
feeding along it at all times, The Short-beaked waders feed mainly
in other areas (sece (5) ), however small groups may always be
seen along the water's edge.



-3

3« Natural Sand Bar,

The south-eastern border of the Pt Waylen sand flats is a
raised sand bar, 90% of which is usually covered by not more than
6 incheg of water and so forms an extension of the "Near-shore
Area"”,

A small portion of the bar (20 yds x 3 yds) 1s covered by
only the highest tides, thus forming a semi-permanent island, This
island and Pelican Pt, are the two most important roosting areas
in the Swan River,

Large numbers of Swans, Crested and Caspian Terns and Comor-
ants also congregate on this island.

To the south-east the bank shelves into the deeper waters of
Alfred Cove, and it is here that these birds catch much of their
faoode

Further to the north-east the bank rises again to form a long
nareow island on which the aforementioned species also congregate.

i, Man~made Sand Bars,

The two sand bars along the northern border of the flats
which have been erected by the dumping of sand dredged from near-
by, are exposed only at low tides. They are nevertheless important
roosting areas since although Pelicans will roost only on comp-
letely exposed areas, Swans will rcost in leg - depth water,

Roosting on these bars is of twofold advantage. Firstly,
it seperates the Swans from the public by 250 yds of water, and
gecondly, these bars delimit the northern end of the weed-covered
flats on whieh they feed almost exclusively,

5e Reed Island & Surrounding Flatss

The area of tidal flats surrounding the reed island (see
map) and extending from it to the shore is one of the most

important features of the tidal flats of the Swan River. Of the
flats at Pelican Pt,, the Freeway and Pt, Waylen, this area 1is the
last to be flooded by a high tide, due to its greater elevation,
It is therefore the last area of sand flat which is availlable to
the short-beaked waders for feeding purposes, (apart from the less
favourable shore margins). Consequently, flocks of over 3,000
wadeérs which had gathered from all over the river may occasionally
be seen feeding in this limited area.

6. Drains.

At two points along the shoreline stormwater drains empty into
the river, discharging fresh water, plant and insect life, and sand.
The sand deposited at the end of the drains has formed small deltas
(each with a radius of twelve yards) on which many Swans and ducks
(Grey Teal and Mountain Duck) congregate. The Swane and ducks
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drink the fresh water discharged by the drains and the waders eat
the insect life which it carries. These are the only places on the
Swan River where Swans may be regularly seen cn the shore,

113 Weed=covered Areas

This area has a similar topography to that of the adjacent
gand flats; the greater part being horizont=sl sand flat, with the
gshore-most 20-30 yds gently sloping upwards to high water mark,
The whole area is thickly covered by seaweed which (with the crustacea
it contains) provides a large food mase upon which ducks and Swans
feed, Average numbers seen through the period of survey were 600
grey Te2l, 30 Swans and 10 Mountain Duck.

This is the only area on the river where Swans and Mountain
Ducks may regularly be seen feeding and preening on the shore's
edge.
1214 Alfred Cove.
INTRODUCTION?

Alfred Cove is = shallow backwater area, bordered by samphire
flats, the Pt Waylen sand flats, and a narrow strip of reeds

(predomirantly Scirpug sp.)e. Its bottom is of thick mud which is
overgrown by seaweed,

Under normal tidal conditions only a narrow (O-5inches) strip
of mud around the edge of the cove 1s exposeds Where this is backed
by samphire, small groups of waders may occasionally be seen feed-
ing.

Since this area is usually covered by 1-6 inches of water,
it is a favoured feeding area of the long-beaked waders, Short-
beaked waders also feed along its edge,

The reedy area and the grass behind it provide abundant
insect life for the short~beaked waders (stomach samples of these
birds from Peel Inlet show insects to be their major food.)

Large numbers of Grey Teal also feed over these flats, its
attractiveness to ducks being enhanced by ite backing of reeds,

That the cove harboure a large fish populstion is indicated
by the regularity with which river mullet may be seen flipping
out pf the water in the shallows of this area.

It is without doubt an important f'eeding area for the fish-
feeding birds ( Pelicans, cormorants, and Crested and Caspien Terns)
which rooet on the sand bar which forms the south-east border of
the Pt, Waylen tidal flats.

Species observed feg¢ding in Alfred Cove include Grey Teal;
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wood Dueck; Crected and Casplan Terne; Pelicansj Swane) Red-necked

"vocet; "hite~headed ©tilt; Bar-talled Godwitj Curlew; Grecnshankj
Crey “loveri Charp-tailed, Curlew and Common “andpiper; "hite=faced
Heron; Cormorantsy and Little “tint,

t velo Nie
. Dt vaylen

Apart from the occasi nal person walking along the shore'e
edge and the small number of people who walk out onto the flats
when they are completely exposed, there ie 1li‘tle Alpturbance of
the birde which roost and feed in the area, MHowever, sters need
to be taken to ensure that the situstion doee not worsen in the
fature.

Before 1963 marshes formed the entire shoreline between Pt,
waylen and Pt, Walter, In 1963 resumption of these marshes began.
Rubbish and soll was dumped on them and levelled off at approx-
imately 6 feet over high vater mark, Thite beach sand wac then

- bulldoged over the rubbish tip and down to the shoreline,

The area west. of Roberts R4, wae then grarged and access
roads were buillt to the shore,

Each weeckend many people vislt the area to walk along the
ghore and for paseive recrecation,

The Metropoliten Reglonal Planning Authority in its "Plan
for the Swan and Canning Rivers”™ shows that the remaining section
of reserve A 24063 is intended for "improvement” {(the develop=-
ment of beach foreshores, landscaping, footways, aceees roade and
parking areas,) "Clube asrocinted with river use” are also planned
on the echore's edre, opening onto the tidal flate,

There is no doubt that the development of the shoreline in
this manner will disturb the birdlife of the Pt, Wejlen tidal flats
to such an extent that the continued use of this area as a roosting
and feeding ground for wading birds, Aucke, swane, ard Melicans,
ete, will be impoesible,

2e £ Cove

Past proposals for the development of Alfred Cove have been
designe’ to improve the sultability fo the area for swimming and
boating.

1 The dcvplopaent of the cove in thie manner would be to the
detriment of the wildlife whiech it and the adjacent sand flate
support, for two major reasons,

Firstly, dredging of the cove and its mud flats would destroy
important feeding grounds of Pelicans, Swans, Aucks, eormorants,
and of resident and migratory waders since the suitability of these
arens for feeding le dependent not only on the food content but
aleo upon ite accessidility,
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Secondly, the disturbance of the Pt Waylen sand areas (see

section

1¢12) which would be associated with any increase in boating

activity, would be of a serious nature and coupletely uncontrollable,

116 Recommended Action

with the proposals of the M,R.P.A. and the importance of the
Pt. Waylen tidal flats and of Alfred Cove as bird habltats in
mind, it is recommended that,

1e

2e

Se

he

An "A" class reserve be made to include,

A. all that land between high-water mark and low=-
water mark, from opposite Page st, Attadale,
around to Cunningham st, Applecross,

B. All that land within A24063 and the Melville Beach
Road Reserve one chaln anove high-water mark from
opposite Halig R4, Attadale, to Cummingham St,
Applecross,

Ce All land beélow .low=-water mark within Alfred Cove.
This reserve should be for the purpose of "@on-
servation of Fsuna" under the Joint control of
the S.R.C.B., and the W.A.W.L.A.

A four-foot cyclone mesh fence be erected on the boundary
of the above reserve from high-water mark opposite Haig
Rd, Attadale, to high-water mark opposite Hurst st,
Alfred Cove., Notices be erected at either end and at
intervals along the fence informing the public that the
area 1s a fauna reserve and that entry is prohibited to
all that part east of Halg Road.

Prawning be prohibited within the area of the reserve east
of Haig Ro. but be allowed west of Haig RA4.

An observed mound similar to the one at Peliean Pt. be
constructed on Pt, Waylen (Approximate position on map)
together with an access road from Burke Drive and a park-
ing area.

Thisobservation mound will be much closer to the birds than

5e

Te

the Belican Pt. one and a high-power telescope should be
unnecessary.

The existing bank which was formed by reclamation should

not be pushed any further onto the sand flats. Preferably
the steep edge should be levelled by pushing back or removal.
Part of the bank which is removed could be used to build

the abovementioned observation mound,

No further dredging of any area of the fauna reserve should

be permitted.

The refuse whiech has fallen from the rubbish dump has
made the shoreline at Pt. Waylen an unsightly mess and
should be removed.
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1.2 KWINNANA FREEWAY.
121 Introduction .

The tidal sand flats extending along the edge of the Kwinana
Freeway from South Terrace to Lyall Street, are important feeding
grounds for resident and migratory wading birds.

The flats extend 200 to 300 yards out from the shoreline and
are approximately one mile in length. They are horizontal and
consequently very minor fluctuations in water level result in
rapid exposure or flooding.

They are only exposed by exceptionally low tides and thus
contain enormous food reserves for the short-beaked waders which
obtain their food from the damp exposed sand and shallow (0O-4 inches)
water. When the flats are exposed large flocks of these birds (2,000
or more) may be seen feeding over them.

Normal tidal conditions cover the flats with an average of
one foot of water. With the water at this depth, food resources
are available only to the long-beaked waders and to ducks (mainly
Grey Teal) and Telicans.

Public acecess to the Freeway flats is limited to the fore-~
shore via the footbridges at @omer and Judd Streets.

Nevertheless, during weekends and school holidays, people
freguently wander along the shore's edge; and at a low tide, across
the tidal flats.

Serious disturbance occurs only when the flats are covered by
water and an afternoon sea breeze is blowing. Under these conditions
large flocks of Little Stint, Curlew ard Sharp-tailed Sandpiper,
ducks, Red-necked Avocet and Bar-tailed Godwits, roost on the
sand above high~-water mark and are continually disturbed by members
of the public walking along the shoreline.

1.22 Recommended Action

It is recommended that,

4. An "A" Class Reserve be made to include all that land
between low-water mark and the cyelone mesh fence (which
runs along the west side of the Kwinana Freeway and parall-
el to itd from opposite Lyall st. to a point 10 chains north
of South Terrace,

The reserve should be for the purpose of "Conservation of Fauna"
-nd under the Jjoint control of the S.R.C.B. and the W,A.W.L.A.

2. Four-foot high cyclone mesh fences be erected extending
from the existing fence, along the northern and southern
boundaries of the reserves t high-water mark.

3, Notices be erected at either ends of the rence informing
the public that the area is a fuana reserve and that entry
is prohibited,



1.3 PELICAN POINT
o Introduction.

The importance of Pelican Pt, as a bird sanctuary has been
well recognised in the past. As a result an observation mound was
built for public use and a fence was erected presumably to deter
the public from walking onto the péint, This fence has been a
dismal failure.

Each weekend scores of people visit the point. A few look
from the observation mound, but the majority walk along the shore
edges and out onto the point itself,

The birds on the point fly off when approached, A few species,
such as the Red-necked Avocet, White-~headed Stilt and Red~capped
Dotterel, settle somewhere else on the point, but the migratory
waders leave the point altogether and seek relatively undisturbed
loecations such as the Freeway and Pt. Waylen sand flats.

Dogs also run across the flats, chasing the birds, and then

‘mowe into the samphire, digging holes in the sand hills,

The number of Red=-capped Dotterels resident at Peliecan Pt.
this year was sgix, a pitiful number compared with the scores which
were resident there five years ago. This decrease in numbers is
almost certainly due to destruction of nests by dogs digging in the
sand,

At dawn and dﬁsk, large flocks of waders feed at Pelican Pt,
puring the day however, they fly to less disturbed areas.

1. 32 Recommended Action

It is recommended that,
1« An "A" Class Reserve be made to include

A. All that land between low-water mark and high-water
mark from the limestone Jetty to the western end of
the existing fence.

B. All that land within A 17375 which is enclosed by
the fence., This reserve chould be for the purpose
of "Conservation of Flora & Fauna" and under the
joint control of the S.R.C.B. and the W.A.W.L.A.

The existing reserve is for the purposc of "Recreation" and
under the control of the National Parks Board, The change in pur-
pose'is recommended so that the area becomes a Fauna Sanctuary within
the mcaning of the F.C.A. Public access can then be restricted by
the W,A. .".A.

2. A four-foot high cyclone mesh fence be erected extending
from the limestone jetty around the edge of the samphire
and rushes, and then along the existing fence line to high-
water mark (see map).
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Alternatively most of the existing 3' fence could be utilized
if cyclone mesh were added. A fence of this height is, however,
very easy to climb over,

3. Notices be erected at either end and at intervals along
the fence informing the publie that the area is a fauna
reserve and that entry is prohibited.

L, X fixed, high-power telescope be erected on the observation
mound, '
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2,0 MUD FLATS AND REED BACKING.
2+.01 _Introduction,.

Between Heirisson Island and Ivy St. Redcliff, there are
five areas of mud flats (shown on map), parts of whiech are exposed
at low tide,

Because of this, they support a larger number and greater
variety of waterbirds than does the rest of this stretch of the
Swan River,

Each of these tidal mud flats slopes gently from the shore
into deeper water, thus providing suitable feeding conditions for
many waterbird speciles.

Short-beaked waders feed in the damp exposed mud and along
the water's edge.

The long-~beaked waders feed in the shallow water. Pelicans,
coote and ducks (Grey Teal and Black Duck) feed in the deeper areas
of the flats. Heron, Ibis and Egret feed along the shore's edge and
in the shallows.

Species seen feeding on the tidal flsts include Red-capped
Dotterel, Little Stint, Curlew sandpiper, White-~headed Stilt,
white~faced Heron, Red-necked Avocet, White Egret, Straw- necked
Ibis, White necked Heron, Greenshank, Caspian Tern, Coot, Grey
Teal, Black Duck, Wood Duck, and Pelican.

Because all five areas have a similar topography, they
gupport the same species of birds. Reletive importance therefore
depends upon relative size. Areas, 2,3, and 5 are therefore of
greater importance, L, being the least important.

All these areas are however, lessimportant than the Pt.
Waylen, Pelican Pt. and Kwinana Freeway tidal flats.

In the M.R.P.A. proposal "A Plan for the Swan and Canning
Rivers", all five areas are proposed for dredging. This would
sompletely destroy them as feeding and roosting grounds for the
abovementioned species of waterbirds.

2,02 Recommended Action

If these birds are to continue using this stretch of the
river, the majority of mudflsts must be left in theéir natural
eonditions.

Some provisions sould also be made to control development
on the baaxs of the river immediately adjacent to the mudflats
so the disturbance is kept to a minimum,
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