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WATERBIRDS OF rtIE SYyAN RIVER A¡ID TREIR gprTAlS

A. EAIEEÞIED9'

Ttre Swan Rlven, 1te tldlal eand and nual flatsr andl

the adlJolnlng ehorellne, support a Yartety of waterblrtl
speelee. theee epeclee nay be dlvldledl lnto three maJor
gFOüpao
¿1. Flslr-eatln¡ Blrrile.

Tlrls group lncludes the Cornorantar whlch may be seen

on the rlven at most atryn of the year - Pled Cormorant,
Llttle Pledt Co¡rnorant, ?,fi.ek Conmo¡:-ant¡ Llttle Black

Ai/l,
Conmorant. The Black Cornonant te 4frtblgultous epeciee
(Phalacrocorax
to Austr aLïffi

canbo)¡ the othens are nnalnly neetrlcted

îro epecles of ler"n ar"e alwaye preeent on the rlven -
Cneeted Tenn and Casplan Tenn. the Fahy Tenn may be

aeen occaetonally.
Ttre PellGatt frequente the Svan Rlver' ln enall numbere

d.urlng the eun¡ner months¡ movlng to lte breedlng g¡ounôs

ln the Shark Bay area eaeh rlnter.
2. Ducke anil Swang.

As the lnland Ìakee and dare dry up each suttuÞr,
large floeke of ðueks and anans nove to the rlvere and

estuanles along the eoaet. The most comrnon epecles
seen on the Srvan Rlver at thle ttme of the year ane the
l[ountaln Duekr Black Duck¡ Gney Teal and liÍood Duek.

The Black Swan ls nanely seen 1n grouBe of more than
thlnty, flocke of thls elze occu¡rring d.unlng dry summers

only.

3. llsdlns Blnd.e.
these blrits feed on the wor:ner tneects and lneect larvae
harbourect by gand andl nucl flate antl clecaylng weecl at
the waterrs edge.
Thene ane two naJon categorles of wadlng birdgr the
nigratory sailers¡ and the resl'âent wad'ers.

the neelilent wade¡re (see checkllet) ar"e present on tho
t olver at most tlnes of the Vearr the largest flocks

belng a hr¡ndred. on nore Reil-necked Avocets.
lltre mlgratory rnaderg (eee check].let) usually feecl ln
large nlxed flocke vhlch bullil up durlng early Auturu1/

to flocks of oven three thousand blrde. Mlgnatlon to
breedlng grounda ln the Northenn Hennlsphere then
beglns. Ttreee wadens return to the Southern Henlsphere

at the connpletlon of bneedlng (end of our. wtnten), thue
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avoldlng the hersh wtnter of the hlsh lstitudleeo

B. HABTTATS.

Hnch of, the habltat of the ratc¡ÈþCls haa beoa dleetroyed
by dlncdgtng, realsnatlon andl dlevcl,olncnt fo¡r ¡ccneatlonal
actlvitlcgr Betvuen F¡¡onantlc ar¡d Perth¡ only tbrce (¡)
¡ultablc fecdtng arcaa fo¡l the ladltng bllqcl ¡renalno
Îtrcee anc tho aar¡dflate of Pelloan Potnt¡ the Ksluana
Fnoerayr Esû Polnt waylcn (oce æg).
lfhe tldal flate cntcndlng frot Polnt Fayloar tso'ttrllüt
of, the tay to Polnt lgaltcr¡ are tha uoet extcnslve tldlal
gatúflats of the rlvcrr Beoau¡c of theln glgcr varlety
of fon¡¡attona an{ of fooû suBplyr they aup¡nrt nany

si¡cclcs of çatcnbl¡{r
Ttre Krlnana Frscsay tldlal flate srÊ GxEoeed only by
vctpy lor tldloe¡ and ao suI¡Dly occaalonal vaat aourcea

of food for redlng blratar
lhe Pctloan Polnt flata aIFc of a gentle aloDlng naturc
and thus grovtde ¡uttablc foedllng condltlona for 811

apcoles of waterbfiqls r¡nûer Eolt oonûltlono.
Bcoauga thc thrce ar'cag Yatïr ln t*rclr conparatlvc
sultabtüty fon fcodtng aoaor.'Alng to çeather oondltlors;
radlng blrdle oovG ta lsrgc groups fro¡o ons anee to
another¡ dlepcndtlng upon food acecleablllty.
ft la tlrcrcfore lulprtant that all tlr¡pco arcas be retalned
as blú senotuarlcs.
Ât pnesentr only onc (reUcan polnt) la a rccognlzed
bt¡td aanctuargro StcBe â!o r¡or belng takca by thte
dlcBartnent to trevc tho othon tlo ar'eaa Brotectod.
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Blacl Ssaa
Pellaa¡
Pled Cor"nonant
Llttle Plod Connorant
Blaek Cormonant

Llttle Black Cor.morant
Blaek Duck
tountaln Duet
Wood Duck
Grey TeaL
Cheetnut lcal
RESTDETE WADERS

Banded Stllt
lyhlte-headledt (nlack rlneed) Stitt
Red-neched Avocet
Red-cappeû Dottorel
IIIORATORY ÌYÁDERS

Conmon SanôptBe¡r
SharP-tr"11ed, SandplpetP
Cu¡rler Sandpllp¡r
Black-talled Godlwlt
Bar-tailed (þdrlt
Gneenshar¡k

Llttle gtlnt (Reð-necked stlnü)
Cu¡rler

Rcfe¡renee a
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Plate 16
Plate 9
Plate 12
Plate 12
Plate 12
Plate i2
Plate l8
Plate f6
Plate 17
Plate t8
Platc i8

Plate l+t

Plate l+l

Plate l+1

Plate 59

Platea 3+r 35
Plates 32r 33
Plates 12¡ 33
Plateg 41r tû
Plate¡ l+1. 4Z
Plates 5l+r 35
Platee 32r 33
Plate l+f


