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THE mm@gﬁ BITTERN

The Black Bittern is & emall,) secretive, largely-noctuwrnal
member of the heraon family. \

It ig one of three species of Qitt@rnﬁ which inhabit
south-western Australia and can! be distinguished from the
other species (the Little and Australasiam Biatterns) by its
santy black to brown plumage, the vellow plumes on its neck,
and its intermediate sizse.

With its long neck and pointed beak it is well equipped for
s@lzing live prey; while its medlum—liength legs are suited
for both wading in shallows and Climbing through hranches. of
overhanging trees.,

flack Bitterns are solitary birds, most active during
twilight and at night. They live near the water’'s aedge, in
mangraoves, and in olther trees and sthrubs which fringe
crastal swamps and rivers,

For much of the day they perch it trees or among rushes.
wWhen startled they may fly upwards teo the satety of a tall
tree — or stand slightly swaying, with their lona neck and
beal pointed towards the sky in typical bittermn fashion. In
this pose they can be very difficult to detect

Black Bitterns make their nests on low branches of trees,
wsually over water. Nests are loosely-built plattorms of
twige and sticks, with a shalliw depression on top. The
birds hreed in Spring and usualy lay thres eggs, sometimes
four or even five. These are zale blue--green, &and oval in
shape .

Flack Bitterns feed on small fish, frougs, aguatic insects,
crustaceans, and occasionally on lizards.

Rlack Bitterns oceur in soutl-east Asia, New Guinea and
Augtralia. Their appear to le three seperate populations of
the Australian subspecies goldi — twn isclated populetions
in south-western Australia &d the Filbara, and one
continuous population in morthern and eastern Australia.

The: Black Bittern has not ken reported breeding in the
south—west of the State fo at least forty years, and has
declined in numbetrs during that period. In the south-west
it was apparently most comon along the wowded banks of
rivers, and could often be seen in the flooded gums which
tringed the upper reachesof the Swan and Canning. It used
to rnest at Herdsman Lake rior to its drainage in 1925,



een seen along the Rlackwood and
the paperbark trees suwrrounding
Finjarra. None have heen found

In recent vears a few have
upper Murray rivers, and i
a privately—ownzd swamp nes
on conservation treserves.

The causez or causes of this & gpeies’ deacline in the
soauth—west are unknown. LOSS oFf riverine vegetatiorn and
Preshwater swamps due YO OVEr~ jearings Grasing, salinim-
ation and drainage may bave cor ¢pibuted. The effect of
increased recreational use 0f r jvers and riverbsanks ie
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No research into the biology ot the species in dustralia has
bBedar undertalen.,
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