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[firants: modify program as circumstances dictate. The imporfant
thing is io get the main tasks donel

Thurs 8 June

Grant Fearson and Alan Clarke drive ‘o Kalooorlie

Fri 2 June

GF and ACL visit CALM office and pick up Argo keys {(from Juned,
wheel for trailer (from Andy Chapman) eic., make radic
arrangements and telephone Jeedamya and Lake Marmion station
{name?) to advise of plans.

GF., ACY and ACh drive (2 vehicles) to Lake Ballard and withdraw
all gear from Camp Island to Crossover Lake. Camp there
overnight.

[Make notes on evidence of waterbird breeding seen while
crossing Drossover Lake; measure this lake’'s depth and take
water samples]




GRANT: REVISED LIST OF SOME ODDS AND EMDE REGQUIRING ATTENTION

¥ Is the leg flag glue at Woodvale {(if not, it iz on Caane
Island)? You should obtain another tube in any case as the

—_—

- firet tube probably won’t do more than S8-160 flags.

K I have mailed Australia Fost to you a bag of leg flags, two
plagtic weighing cones & your pocket radio.

b3 Banding pliers in dissecting box at Woodvale? 1 think pair
also alt Rallard (Camp Island or in trailer).

* I assume you have a work camera you can take.

kS If you are buying film the 166 ASA Ektachrome is sxcellent
{(remember to have Uhurchills number them).

¥ You will need to make another wing rule (no less than
28cm). I have ithe oversized rule from the last trip.

* The dial calipers are stuffed. You need to buy or borrow a
"pair" of good guality vernier calipers

% You should have received copy of fax from Mark to me

concerning his last trip and location of Argo kevs elg,
Mate that ABLC tent has gone back to Melbourne.

* Andy Chapman has one tyre Trom trailer in Kal {was flat,
now fixed).
¥ 187 punt from Esn is bungless.

REVISED PROGRAM LAKES BALLARD & WARFMION JUNE 1993

{Grants: modify program as circumstances dictate. The important
thing is to get the main tasks donel

Thurs 8 June

Grant Fearson and Alan Clarks drive to Kalooorlie

Fri ¢ June

GF and ACH visit CALM office and pick up Argo keys {(from Juned,
wheel for trailer (from Andy Chapman) eic., make radio
arrangements and telephone Jeedamya and Lake Marmion station
{name?) to advise of plans.

GF, ACL and ACh drive (2 vehicles) to Lake Ballard and withdraw
all gear from Camp Island to Crossover Lake. Camp there
overnight.

[Make notes on evidence of waterbird breeding seen while
crossing Crossover Laker measure this lake s depth and take
water samples
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Sat 16 June

Boat to Camp Island. Measure water depth, temp, pH & take water
samples, do standard invertebrate sweeps near Camp fsland

—

Frecisely measure (in order to precisely determine area) the
boundaries of the nesting area of i1si breeding island).

fssuming no or very few Flightless chicks sncountered, return to

camp on south side of CDrossover Lake, withdraw all gear (except

water level recorder & droppers/pickets) Trom Ballard area, head
for Lake Marmion and establish new campsite near its shore.

Sun 11 June to Tues 13 June

At Lake Marmion.

Uhote that 4Ch needs io be back in Kaloooriie on Sun night]

i} Establish depth gange{s) and on first and last days measure
water depth, water temp, pH & take water samples, do
standard invertebrate sweeps at a marked location (il.e.
same roultine as previously al Ballard)

ii) Locate flightless chicks, collect % family parties for
pesophagus and proventriculustgizzard contents analysis
(details below).

iid) Band and flag Flightless chicks {(details below).

iv) Altempt to locate Marmion nesting island. If successftul:

* measure (or pace) the nesting area so its area (a¥)
can he determingd,

¥ photograph island and nesting area.

X gsample dominant plant species.

¥ measure diameter & depth of & scattered sample (28-38)
of nest scapes.

¥ in unlikely event hatching chicks being led off
island, record numhser of chicks & adults reaching
water in sample (58-188 will suffice) of family
parties. Repeat at 1-Z day intervals if not too time
conguming (the other work ig more important than
repeats).,

Wed 14 June

Stockpile Argo and other appropriate gear (one punt?) at Laks
Marmion, Station Hstd or Kalgoorlie. Return to Perih with
remainder.
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Collecting Fiethodology:

¥ ACl in one punt and GF & ACh in other,

choose solitary family parties with single adulis.

ACh shoot the adult, gather chicks and dispatch (aCh

technique).

¥ Attach waterproof label to each bird and label "adult (i~
)" and "Chick (ia, 1b eto, 2a, Zb etc to Sa, 5b ete)h.

¥ weigh each bird.

EIR-

¥ record "completeness” of breast band and black belly of
adulis,

* record presence/absence of brood patches (hare skin) on
gilther side of sternum.

% dissect out (scissors & tweerzers) oesophagus & nizzard

{incl proventriculus) of each bird. Store each separately
in 78% alc with label {Adult Iy Chick 12 etc plus date).

® while GF & ACh do the above, A01 to measure wate; depth,
take water samples, do standard invert sweeps (as on last
trip).

¥ keep bodies (take back to camp at end of day and that night

sex and measure gonad size of the adulis ang measure hill,
head+bill, metatarsus & wing of adults and chichks).,

X retain bodies of chicks {and preferably pf adults alsg) 1o
give to WA Huseum (Ron J. is keen to have even if split up
middle & bloody).

¥ carefully replace alcohnol {except dregs) afier 24 hrs or
80. Replace again one weelk later,

Banding and Flagging fiethodology (hbased on water desp enough to
use hoats)

¥ when find chicks, have GF, a0 & ACh dn 12° punt towing 15
punt.

¥ have Nally bin with towel (at camp) in bottom to keep
chicks dry/clean.

¥ Initially at least, AC] driver, GF catcher and
bander/flagger, ACh flagger

# band on right tibia (i.e. ahove "knee') and flag on left
tibia every chick,

* note that the bands are difficult to close proverly and
patience is required,

* to apply flags, hold Tlag open, slip onio tibia, apply glue
to hoth surfaces, hold together for { minute (timed).

Ed note that flay surfaces to he glued must be ciean and dry
and must not move at zl) while bedng held topether.

¥ remove any miss-applied bands (special pliers) and flags
(separate "wings” wilth knife)

¥ ACL & ACh can advise on the most efficient tactics in
catching and returning chicks

X It you run out of bands (unlikely), continue with flags
only.

¥ record band numbers of chicks in same brood (where

identifiable) and band numbsrs usetd gach day.
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11 too shallow for boats, note that Mark found 84ilt very shy of
peaple on foot but very accepting of Argo.

OTHER TASKS

%  record dates of definite drinking by Stilt for comparison
T with salinity.
¥ make notes of any predator/scavenger activity you see.

record other waterbirds seen on Lake Ballard.
¥ keep me informed (every day or two) of progress/findings.
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