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JOURNAL

OF PROCEEDINGS OF.- AN EXFLORING EXPEDITION T¢ THE EASTWARD AND SOUTHWARD OF
THE HAMPTON PLAINS, UNDER TIEL LEADERSHIP OF MR. ALEXANDER FORREST,
SGRVEYOR, sth AUGUST TO 22nd NOYEMBER, 1871,

To Tme Howv. MALCOLM FRASER, Esquizr,

SURVEYOR GENERAL, ETC., ETG., ETC.,

Str,— Perlh, December 7, 1871.

I have the honmor to swbmit, for your information, a diary of my proceedings whilo engnged in
exploring the country to tho Bastward and Southward of-the Hampton Pluins, and will preface it by a
brief aceount of the character of country travelled over by mo. .

The country between York and the Humpton Plains is generally covered by thickets, with grass in
potches round the granite rocks. The plains contain about 300,000 acres of pastoral land, one helf of

" which may be congidered of fine quality, but the whole nren i3 entiraly destitute of permanent water, and

oven if wells wors sunle, I am of opinion that a distanco of at lenst from 150 to 200 feet would have to be
gono, and then perhaups only salt wator found. From thence to the Bastward the country iy very patehy,
and I found thickots generally round any good land that T saw. .

Continuing on to Tsrnelite Bay, the country is still o dense thicket, excepting o patch' of from
twenty to thirty thonsand neres, situated in South latitudo 31 deg. 52 min. and longitude 122 deg. 4 min.
East.

From Israclite Bay to Esporance Bay, along the sea coast, the conutry is vory poor; and, unless on
the banks of the rivors, no grass is seen. The cowntry at or near Esperance Bay is considered good, but
I am sorry to say that there is no extent of good pastoral country vacant sbout here, Dsperance Bay
itself forme on excellent harbour, and ships may lie quite close to the shore without tho lcast dnmgcr, a8
tho laxge number of islands outside prevents any great sea from coming in. Between Esperance Bay and
Jerramungup (Hasscll's Station) thers axe sevoral small patches of good land, but these are, I beliove, all
taken up.

In reforence to tho objects of the Expedition, I may say, that although T have not been able to
earry out my instructions literally, yot T havo dono what the York settlers partienlarly wished mo to do—
that is, to explore the country Bastwaxd and Southward of the Hampton Flains. I am sorry to say mo
gond country was found, If I had been sent out in March, I could, without the least difficulty, have got
to Eueln; and shonld the Government ever send we ont agnin, I suggest that the Murchivon be the start-
inpg point, or else Eucla. If from Fuola, the party should make to the Hampton Plaing, and thence
on Northwards ; if from the Murchison, T ghould say make Port Jucla divect,

It is my pleasing duty to record my entivo satisfaction with the conduct of every member of tho
Expedition ; they have all done their duty well—in many cases under grent hardships and privation. My
thends are due for the very cfficiont manner in which tho Expedition was equipped, and my great rogret
is that the result hag not beon the means of opening up any large tract of new country. In conclusion, I
wmust add, I am much indebted to Mr. J. H. Monger, of York, for having supplied horses, fornge, and
Provisions, gratuitously.

1 have, &c.,
ALEXANDER FORREST.

August 5th, 1871.—Received the following imstructions from the Honorable The Surveyor
Gouerp} :(— '
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Srx,— Swrveyor Qeneral's Office, Perth, 5th August, 1871,

Hiy Excolloncy the Governor has heen plensed to entrust to your charge and lendorship an
BExpedition organized for the purpose of examining the country eastward of tho settled districts on the
Avon River, and beyond the Haumpton Flaing; I have therefore to furnish you herein general instrnetions
fov your guidance.
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The p will consigt of seven persons, namely, A, Forrest, Leader; G. Monger, second ; H.,
Meclarty, third; R. Burges, volunteor; Jumes Sweoncy, Yarrior; Tommy Windich, nnd J. Mungarer,
patives, You will get the cnclosed agreement, to serve under you, signed by each Europesn before
gtarting.

By ovory menns you should endenvor to cultivato friendly zelations with ol aborigines you miay
meot, and avoid, if possible, any collision with them. :

Tho PM‘B’ (In‘oposcd will be armed and provisionerl for throe months, and will start from the town of
'York., You will divect it by the most convement routo to the Hempton Plains, in South lntitude 31 deg.
and longitude 122 deg, Tast, after which you will penetrate as fur Bastward as practicable, taling care to

v

securs, if possible, o supply of water for use on your return trip, should you bo compelled to rotrace %om-
gtops. pryou are fortunate in procuring sufficiont, you will continue Eastward in about sn E.N.E,
diroction from Hampton Plains. From want of water or other causes, you may be unable to do this. TIn
such cage, you may, with odvantage, go Northward, and return by the route talen by Mr. John Forrest in
1869, whici ends 1n latitude 28 dog. 41 min, South, and longitude 122 deg. 50 min. East. If the season
is favorable, you may bo eble to get still farther Northwards, and strilo on to some of the branches of the
Muxchison River.

Tf you can from time to time on your route collect any smoll specimens of rocks, minerals, and
other objécts of intorest, it 38 very desirable you should; noting carefully tho positions and conditions
_ under which they are found. -

You will nlso-do sny such reconnnissunce work in connection with Geodstic Survey as it iy
competent for you, to overtuke, However slight this may be, it will add to our Imowledgs of the physical
goography of the interior. . '

These instructions noed not fotter your judgment in adopting such measures of dotail as may
appear to you necessary in cartying out the intontion conveyed, as many concomitants of an uncertain

. nature ora necessary to offact the end desired.

. T have every confidence in your desire and sbility to bring the Expedition successfully through,
and fox tho result trust in Providence,

T huve, &c.,
MALCOLM TFRASER,

‘Mr. A, Porrest, Surveyor, York. ' Surveyor General.

August 5th.—Left Perth this morning, accompanied by several friends for a fow mileg, and
renched York on the 7th.

8th, 9th, nnd 10th.—At York, getting overything in order to make a stort on the 1lth.

Augugt 11th—Made & start nt one o'clock, toking with me six men, goventeen horges, und
provisions for three months, A grent number of settlors came with v o few miles, and then retuxmed,
nfter wishing us every success, We travelled in an Tasterly divection for ten miles, and then cwwped on
o small gully. Myx. Mongor kindly sent hay from York for the horses at night; had a groot deal of
trouble with them to day, severul being young ones, Messrs. Hardey and Mongor intend going on 80
miley with us. ’

12th.—Made an ently stort, travelling in an Easterly direction for 28 wiles, when we ronched
Youndegin Polics Station. Tho horses gave us a great denl of trouble to-duy.

13th, Sunday.—Started this morning at half-past seven, travelling in an Easterly direction for 30
miles, when wo reached Cuterling (Mr. Foss' Station) ; obliged to travel all day on account of the horses
boing very troublesome, ' L want them to get well used to the soddles. Read Divine Service in the
evening. '

14th —Continued journey, and rcached Morannupping (Mr. Leake's Station). We intend to
make o finel start from here to-morrow, the rations having beon carted here by contrnct. Messys. Hardey
and Monger leave us here.

15th.-Started at eight o’clock, steering in an Basterly direction for 20 miles, and comped af &
gpot known as Micherin, with plenty of feed and wator.

16th,—Continued journey in an Easterly direction for 24 miles, and camped at o spot known nd

Durdgnding, with plenty of feed and water around Camp. The country travelled ovor to-dny sorubby

_and barren.  Found Camp to be in South latitude 81 deg. 25 win, 10 sce. 8. by meridian altitudo of
Lyre Vega. ;

17th.—Continued journey in an Easterly direction, passing through poor barren ecountry, and
comped at & spot known ns Boodalin, Plenty of focd and water around Camp. Tho horses are beginning
to get very quiet now, but wo hove had a great deal of ftrouble with them.
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August 186h.—Made an enrly start, travelling in an Ensterly direction, over for the most part barren
country; eamped ot o spot kmown as Moorine Rock, Plenty of feed and water around Camp. Raining
o littlo to-day, the fivat since leaving York.

19th.~—Continued journey in an I.N.E, direction for 19 miles, wnd comped at Kookadine, on the
North end of a syl salt lake, Plonty of water and feed around the Comp. Found Camp to bo in South
latitude 31 deg. 9 min, 26 soe. by meridian sltitude of the sun.

90th,—Bend Divins Service. It has boon vory hot to-da;y, quite a summer heat.

21st.—Continued journey 24 miles, in an Rasterly diroction, and reached Duladgin, This being
‘the spot Mr. Hunt left his provisions in 1866, senrched in every diroction, but wrs wnable to soe any frace
of them. T am. gorry for this, a4 we should then have beon able to replenish our stocks, Found Camp to
be in South latitude 31 deg. 10 min. 27 sec. by meridian nltitude of Lyre Vegs, ond Longitude
119 deg, 23 min, Bost,

220d.—Mude an carly start, steering for tho first 10 miles in o S.B. direction, afterwards in an
Easterly direction, for 10 milos farther. Cemped ot a place called Quardanoolagin, with plenty of feed and
water, Distance travelled 20 miles.

23rd.—Started at six o'clook, steering in an Eastorly direction over snnd-plains ond serubby
country. Camped ot Wargnngering. After our axrival in Camp, found that Sweenay, the farrier, was
missing; went at once to find him, nnd met kin coming slong, caxrying his saddle, his horse hnving
Tmocked up about four miles back. Wo at once wallied baclr and brought tho horse to Camp. Arrived

in Comp b 7 o'clock. Digtance walked 10 milos, Tommy shot an emu to-day, which was very
acceptable.

24th.~Continugd journey in nn Eastorly divection for 28 miles, when we roached Guaxlbins.
Flonty of foed and water avound Camp. Tho country travelled over to-day wus genorally denge thiclkets.
Found Cump to be in South latitude $1 deg. B min. 26 sec. by meridisn altitude of Lyrm Vegn, and
longitude 120 deg. 41 min. 45 sec. East.

25th.—Continued journey, and roeched a spot lmown as Horse Rocks.

) The country generally
truvelled over to-duy was slightly grassed.  Plenty of feod and water at Camp.

26th.—Continued journey in sn Easterly direction, and reached Slnto Well, on the borders
of the Hampton Plains. Distanco travelled 18 miles. Tho country passed over to-day is o very fuir
feeding country, but entirely destitute of permancnt water,

27th, Sundny.—Continued journey in an B.N.E. direction for 15 miles, whon we vetched a small
flat’enllol by the natives Carnlyaing. Plenty of feed in the gully, but I am sorry to suy very littlo wator.
Thiy evening found somo natives camped, and brought two of thom to our Camp; gavo them some
damper, which they seemed to lile vory much; also guve thom a poclet lmifa, &e, They have promised
to show s water to the Enstward to-morrow. From this point Tintend to take a flying trip to the E.N.E.
Found position of Camp to be in South latitude 31 deg. 4 min. 30 sec. by meridian ultitudo of Aquilm
Altair. Rend Divine Service; kept watch at night, ox account of natives being about, although I believe
them to be harmless, yot it i better to be sure than sorry.

28th.—Started with Mr. R. Burges and Tommy Windich to explore the eountry to the E.N.E. ; the
two natives wo saw last night going with us. After travelling 84 miles, we camped for the night on a
small patch of feed without water; although the nutives told me wo should find plenty of water to-day, yet
all the places they took wme to were dry. Kept a watch over the natives sll night, ns ¥ was nfraid they
might run awuy in tho night. Saw a great oumber of kangaroos to-day.

29th.—Got vp and made a very early start, and aftor travelling 13 miles in o IN.E. direction, we
tame to a fine hole of water, conteining about 150 gallons. Continued journey for 18 miley farther in an
E.8.E. direction over snlt lnles, sumphire flats, and spiifex. Very nenrly got bogged soveral times in
trossing tho lakes; the natives still trovelling with us oll day, The horses were obliged to eat spinifex at
night, nnd had no water; we ourselves very tired, after our long journey. Not keeping watch, I found
when T awolo both the natives had mado off some time in the night.

306h.—Started at 5 o’clock, steering in an E.N.E. direction, over poor barren eountry, covered with
denge thickets, spinifex, and serub. After travelling 96 miles, I decided on wmaking my way back to
Camp. The horses beginning to appear very much distressed for want of water, returned on our outward
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tracle 10 miles, nnd cavaped on & small pateh of good feed without water. The whole country I have
pugsod over from Hampton Plains in an ENE. direction consisty of salt lakes, sumphixe flats, serub, and
spinifex, and uscless either as an Agriculturs]l or Pastoral country. No water or feed was soen for o
distance of 54 miles. Distance trovelled from Camp 104 miles.

August $1st.~—Continued journey in o W.S.W. direction for 24, miles, when we found 1} gallon of
wator in a rock hole. Continuod journey 16 wmiles farther West, when we reached our bivounc of the 28th
instunt ; the horses having boon 80 hours without a drop of water, and ourselves on a very short allowance;
I am sure the horses conld not have gone more than three ox four miles farther. I have never scen horses
look worse. OF the total distance travelled to-day of 40 miles, we wero obliged to wall 25 miles, a9 they
woro not able to caxry us. The weather very hot.

Soptomber 1st.—Continued journey on our outward track 85 miles, and camped at o spob with
vory little feed nnd water, '

9nd —Continued journey 28 miles furthor West, when I reached Camp ot Slats Woll, the portion
of my party thero having been obliged to shift from Curalyaine, on account of all the water being goue.
Found all the party well, but was sorry to hear that the horso Mr. Druwmond gave to the Expedition had
died in my pbsence, from getting choked, they having loft aneck-rope on him. Distance travelled 28 miles.

8rd, Sunday.—Rosted at Slate Well. Rend Divine Service,

dth.—Started in company with Mr. Mongor and Mungaror to explore the country to the Bouth.
enst. After going 12 miles, cnmped fox the night, with plenty of feed but very littls water. Mungarer
ghot an emu to-day.

5th.—Continued journey in an Fasterly dircetion, pagsing by Mount Monger, Mount Balehes, &e.,
and comped on o grassy rivo, without wator. Obliged to go Enst, on account of & great chuin. of anlt
Inles, which I beliove nre & continuation of Lake Lefroy.

6th.—Tho horses hoving strayed awny lust night, did not moke o start until 7 o'clock. After
going four miles Eastword, we crossed the lakes, which wera very boggy. Continued journey 26 miles
farther in & S.8.F, direction, when wo camo to a large salt lake, running to the South-west; this largo
lake we wore unable to cross, on sccount of it being so boggy. Followed it in a N.E. direction for four
‘miles, and then camped on & small patch of fed without wator. The country travelled over.to-dsy for
the mogt part is mullee thickets and spinifex. Wo found mo water on ouwr track, Distonce travelled
34 milos.

7th—Made an carly stort, steering in o Northerly direction for 21 miles, over barren country;
then steared Enst 20 miles over rich grassy plains to Monnt Belches. Continued jowrney aftor dark for
10 miles farther towards Slate Woll. Camped on o small putch of feed, but without water. Distance
travelled 52 miles. o

8th.—Journeyed gix miles farthor, when we camo to & gully containing some,water. The horses
woro very thirsty, having been 50 hours without any, and we ourselves 25 hours, Continued 10 miles
farther towards Camp, and then bivouncked for the night.on o small patch of feed without water. Last
night, while nsleep, the firs caught alight to our bedelothes, and burnt part of my rug and waterproof
coat; it also burnt Mr. Monger’s coat, saddle bags, leggings and boots. It was & gread wonder we wore
not both burnt, as, when we awolke, the firs was oll around s,

9th.—Continued jowrney, snd reached Comp ot 10 o'clock. Found all the party well. Distance
travelled gince loaving Cavap, 160 miles.

10th.—Rested nt Slate Woll. TRead Divine Serviee.

11th—Started ngain this morning to try and penctrate Bastward ay far as possible, accompanied
by Tommy Windich only, taling with s five days’ provisions. Cowmped on o small gully about 24 miles
from Camp. Mount Monger henxs N. 323 deg. E. Mag. Left instructions with Mr. Monger t0
ascertain the correctness of & native xeport that & laxge lake provents a practicable route Northwards from
hore.

19th.—Continued jowrney in an Easterly direction over generally well grassod plains, but
without wator, Found a smoll water-holo, which was very acceptable, after going o distance of 40
wiles,
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I hove September 13th.—Muade on early start, stoering in an Tinaterly divection over gonornlly alow flat forest
ub, nud ‘covared with & low gorub, and epinifex nod groys in patehes. The countyy appoars to' be one vast lovel ploin-
o for g It hes been raining slightly all day, which ig o great help to us; distance travelled 33 miles,
14th.—Continued journey in on Easterly dixection, the fivst six miles being similar country to that
allon of travelled over yesterduy; afterwards it scomed to improve, bitt going & miles farther wo again came
e 9Eth into barren country, and travelling 24 miles more we comped for the night on a grigsy patch, without
nante ; water; distance travelled, 36 miles,
;sh‘:l; £ 15th.—Mado au early start, and 12 miles forther Tt I decidod to return to Cuanp st Slats Well,
K us the country for at least 30 miles boyond appenred to be similar to that seen yestorday,' besides huving
very little provisions, and being now about 150 miles from Camp. Retraced our steps 25 miles, nd
ot with halted af & spot with vory little feed, and no water for owrselves or horses. The police horse Douglay
Jmocked up ; I7had great difficulty in getting him along, and was obliged to wall all day. Hud mo
. supper thi4 evening on necount of being shoxt of provigions; hopo to o able to shoot something to-morros.
f o;:)-n My farthest East point is 81deg. South latitudo, ond 123deg. 37min. East longitude.
y ¢, v
ion lhad 16th.—Continued jowrney en routs for Slate Well 30 miles, and eamped on & small pateh of feed
3 miles, without wafer, Obliged to walk the whole of the day on account of my horse Douglas not belny able
to carry me. I was rather nlavmed this cvening beforo comping to see a dog following us-for several
miles; Tomumy told mo it must bo o native's dog, and that most likely they were on our trail; in
South. consequence of this I continued my journoy after dork for 8 miles, and then bivouacked for tho night. T
mgaver afterwards found out that it was only o wild dog,
17th.—Continued journoy en routs.for Slate Well, and ofter going 2 miles crme nerogs & native
13, &e, spring. I intond 4o movo the whole party hexo, and then try and penctrate North and South. Rotenced
of wall our steps- 35 milos, and comped on o grassy flat with wator in cloy pans. Obliged to walk all day,
Tommy shot & kangarae, which was very asceptablo, as wo had just finished all our provisions.
Aflyr i 18th—Continued jowrney for 30 miles, and reached our bivoune of the 11th ingt, Tommy shot
! miles I " onomn; grest numbory seen; obliged to walle all day, _
;L;;ﬁj | 19th—Mado o very enrly start, and oftor going 25 miles roached Camp at Slate Well, and found
tay for the party thero all well, wo baving been absont from Camp ‘9 days, and travelled o distance of noarly
wrellid : 800 milos. Found that Mr. Monger had only boen able to gat aboiit 40 miles Noxth of tho Carep, and
had found no good country and no permanent water:
—— 20th.—Startod with the wholo of the purty for tho spring beforo alluded to found by me on the
uk for 1 17th inet.,, hnd & good denl of trouble with sevoral of the horses, thoy being quite fresh. Comped on o
istance gragsy flat, with feed and water. Mouwnt Parker benrs South mng. from Cnmp; distance travelled
15 miles. . :
Torses 21stContinucd journey 35 miles and cumped on o' grassy flat at our bivounc of the 18th inst,
' miles While travelling slong T managed to shoot o knngaroo. :

Lisk I 22nd.-—Continued jowrney 15 miles, and. campod for the remainder of tho day ot a good patch .
wproof g of foed and & Littlo water. I shot a kangaroo to-day, and while at Crnmp Tommy and Jimmy ghot also .
B were : one ench; found Camp to be in South latitude S1deg. Smin. 10sec, by wmeridian altituds of Lyrm Vega.

28rd.—Storted in company with McLarty and Windich to explore the country to the South-east.

istance : After travelling 33 miles over o burren district, we came ncross a smoll party of mativos. They nppoared

' to be tauch nlavmed, but after some timo we made them undergtand we wanted water. It Dboing almost

d_arl:, and the native who came with us still pointing ahead until wo eame to a thicket, and the country

ot looling promiaing for water, I decided to go no further as it was just getting dark, when all at once

ponied he made off ng fast as ho could.  After going about 200 yerds I again overtook him, but seeing ho wns

¢ miles 10 uge I let him go. Continued journey about 2 miles and camped on a small putch of foed without
ger 10 water, XKept u very strict watch all night, ; -

s from 24th.—Mnde o very early start, and after going 17 miles, over very poor country, and having seon

. 1o water since we loft the spring, I made up my mind to return to my Camp there, as the country did

s, but _ 1ot look very promising shead. After going 7 miles on my return in a Northerly direction we came

of 40 to & small rocky range, and after searching a good deal we found several rock holes, containing altogether

. Wbout 200 gallons. Coutinued jowrney North and came to nnother vock hole containing 40 gnllons,




149

8

and at 20 miles another containing 50 gallons, I iatend from this rango to make Tsraelite' Bay, distunt
about 120 miles, and return to Perth by way of Esperanco Bay. I am wnoble to get Northwards on
nccount of the lateness of the season. Tho matives here ara entirely destitufe of clothing, but they arg
fine looking fellows, and have plonty of plucl. 3

. Septomber 25th.—Continued jowrney and reached Camp at the spring, the perty having moved herg
and dug o large well; distance travelled, 20 miles. A

26th.—Rested ot spring, getting everything in order to malo o staxt for the coast to-morroyw,
Found Camp to be in South lntitude 31deg. Smin., and longitude 122deg. $6min, B. Z
27th.—Btarted for coast, following our tracks of tho 24th inst., and camped ab the rocky rangy,
with & little feed nnd water ; distanco travelled, about 30 miles. For the whole of this distance tho cotntry

is one vast thicket, with salt lakes and spinifex. Found Cump to be in South latitude Sldeg. 29min, by
meridian altitudo of Aquile Altair,

28th.—Started this morning at 7 o'clock, steering in a S.S.E. diroction for the first ten mily, 3
the country being one vust samphire flat, covered with limestone ridges, which nre very boggy. After :
" going 20 miles the mar T purchased beforo loaving York gave in, und I was obliged to lenvo her on I
account of having no water, and being about 100 iles from the const. At 80 miles we enme across g,
splendid range of gragyy land, although we snw no water horo; but I have every confidence that it exists
here, Tho oxtent of good land may be about 20,000 to 80,000 scres. I havo named these ranges after
tho Honorable the Survoyor General. I intend to travel all night, ns the weather is very hot. T wag
unable to tako tho latitude on account of the weuther hoing cloudy, '

25th.—Btarted at'9 o'clock last night, travelling the whole of the night through donse thickety
covered with spinifex. At dajlight cwme ncross o nice pateh of feed without water; here we rosted %
for o fow hours. Started ogain at 9 o'clock, travelling over worthless country for 20 milos, when wo
again halted on o small pateh of feed withous water. Tho horges appeared to bo vory much distresged
. this ovening. The purty havo all hesn obliged to walk, the horses being very nearly lmocked up,

30th.Stortod agein lust night at 9 o'clock, travelling the wholo of the night throngh o dense
thickot covered with a low serub and spinifex; after going 20 miles gave the horses o rest for two bours;
continued journoy 12 wiles furthor, when the horses appenrod o distressed I wag obliged to leavo all the
packy, &e., and malke haste to the const, distant about 85 miles, intending thon to return from thers and
bring thom on, but I am glad to say that after going half  mila wo came across a native spring, the
horses having been 56 hourg without o drop of water, and ourselves on & very short allowance, I camnot
bufi speak in the highest terms of avery member of tho Fxpedition on this trying ocension, wao hn.ving)
been two whole days and nights without closing our eyos, ay well as having to wall most of the way;

and I cennot but be sousible of that guarding Providenco which had guided ug through such o barren |
waterless rogion,

October 13t.—Rested ot spring. Rend Divine Service,

@nd.—Wont thig morning in company with Jimmy to have o look at the sea. Aftor going 15 -
mileg tho horses appeared to be very much distressed. T thon retwrned to Camp; sent Jimmy on top of

& high treo from whence he could see Mount Ragged and the  Russell Rongo; arvived at Camp o
12 o'clock wm, - .

8rd.—Rested at spring, T intendod to have taken a fiying trip to tho N.E. from herc, but the horses :
being in such low condition I am unable to do so. Found position of Camp to be in South Intitude 32deg.
40min., and longitude 123dog. 29min. Eagt,

dth.—Continved journey en route for Mount Ragged, steering in g Southerly direotion for 25 ]
miles through dense and almost impenetrablo thickets ; obliged to tis our horses up all night, having no
feed or water. I hope to reach Russell Range to-morrow; found position of Camp to be in South ;
lutitude 33deg. Smin. 80soc. by meridian altitude of Aquilm Altadr, )

5th—Made an ently start this morning, wnd after going 8 miles came across a splendid flab with |
ahwdanes of witer, as well as two permauont springs.  Thig is the finest pateh of gruss I have ever seou
From this” point Mount Ragged beors N. 192dog. E., and high peale on Bussell Rango N, 189deg. B

I purpose to et the horases recruit here for o fow days and then make  final start fox York, vid Esparuhco
Bay.

6th.~-Staxted this morning in comapnny with Messrs. Wonger and Burges, ond Windich, to have
look at Ruasell Rango, After going 15 miles went on tho top of  high peak, and had a fing view of tho
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gon; Isreclite Bay, Capo Paisley, nnd Point Maleolm wero also vigible; veturned to Caump in the aftornoon;
distance travelled, SO miles.
October 7th.~Rested at Comp.
8th, Sundny.—Rested at Camp. Read Divine Service. i e
- 9th and 10th.—Rested at Camp. Found position of Camp to be in South latitude 33deg. ]
Amin. 40sec. : . :
. 11th.—Continued journsy to Esperance Bny. Steering in a Southerly divection for 15 miles
through dense thickets. Camped on the Wost side of Russell Range; Mount Ragged bears N. 192deg. i
E., and high peak on Russcll Range South Magnetic; I am sorry to say Jimmy broke his gun in the
thickets.
12th.—Continned jowney in o Southorly direction for 25 miles and campod on & graysy rige
without water; the country travelled over heing gonorally thickets. Saw o small party of natives, but
ns soon &8 they obgorved ws they mado off, and we were unnble to cntch them in tho thiclots, I hope
to reach the Thomas River to-morrow. ¥rom Camp Mount Ragged bonrs N, 42deg. 30min. B. Mag,
18th.~Continucd jowrney and reachod the Thomas River, the bivounc of Mr. J. Forvest in 1870,
whon on his way from Perth to Eucln rud Adelaide. Jimmy shot a kangareo ; plenty of feed and water
eround Cump ; the country travelled ovor is genexally sand plaing; distance truvelled, 25 wiles.

14th.—Continued journey and reachod the Alexander River, distance nbout 18 wiles; plenty of
feed and wator a4 Cump. . ;

15th, Sunday.—Rested at Camp. Road Divine Scrvieo. Tommy shot a Tangaroo,

16th.—Continued journey in a Wosterly diraction over sand plaing, and campod on & sult gully
which rung into tho Dulte of Orleans Buy ; distance travelled, 9 miles, Jimmy shot & kangaroo.

17th.—Continued journey in a Westerly direction over sand pluing, &e., pawsing by Mount
Buddlebaclk and Mount Morivale on our way; comped on S.B. gide of o small salt lnko, with plenty of
feod and water.  Mount Merivalo bonrs N. 57deg. E. from Camp ; distance travelled, 38 miles.

18th—Continued journey and renched Espernnce Bay, the homestead of the Messrs. Dempster, who
woro very glad to see us oll back safe. We remain their gnests whila hore; from them we obtained some
later nows from Perth.

19th.—Rested at Esporance Bay.

20th.—Sont the party on 14 milos, thers being no foed near the houge.

21st.—Continued journoy 10 miles and renched Mainbonup, Messrs. Dompster’s old station.
22nd.—Rested at Mainbenup, Rend Divine Service.

. 28rd.—Continued journey in a Westerly dircction for 25 miles and camped on the Enst gide of
the Young River; very littlo food and water here; raining most of tho duy, I shot a kangaroo.

24th—Continued journey in n.'Westerly direction for 25 miles and renched the Oldfield Riv;:,r, Mz,
C. Taylor's station ; rnining e little to day.

25th—Rested at Mr. Taylor's station, the horses requiring o rest, they having had very littlo feed

_ since leaving Mount Merivule.

. 26th.—Contimued journey 15 miles and reached a gpot Imown as Tait Camp, with plenty of feed
and water, the country travelled over boing sand plaing,

27th.—Continued journey in a Westerly direction over sand plains and swomps for 18 miles, when
wa reached the Jerticutup River. - Tommy shot 3 ducks hore ; plenty of ducks and swans in this river,

28th.—Continued journey and reached the Phillips River; distance travolled, 20 miles. Jimmy
shot an amu to-day.

25th, Sunday.—%lcstod ot Camp. Rend Divine Service.

30th—Mode nn early) start, and after going. 25 miles reached o spot knmown as Coombedup, with
Plenty of feed nnd water. At 8 o’clock this evening the rain came down in torreuts, and continued all
night.  Jimmy shot a Tanguroo this afternoon.

_ 3lst.—Did not mako & start to-day until 12 o'clock, on aceount of the very heavy min; continued
Journgy 15 niles and obliged to camp on account of the very boggy state of the conntry. TFinished all
the flour to-duy, but I hope to reach Mr. Hassell's station to-morrow. Raining all duy and night.
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November 1st,—Made a start this morning, but after going 8 wiles was obliged to comp, several of
the horses being bogged, and the rest very nenrly lmocked wp. Tommy snd myself attompted to walk to
Jerramuagup, but after going 8 miles and very nearly getting bogged, we came across some horse tracky,
which we followed for 2 ox 3 miles, when we lost thexs. I thought it best to return to Comp, which wo
did at 7 in the cvoning, being drenched to tho skin and having had nothing to eat all day. Found that
Jimmy had shot o kangaroo; we did justico to it, although we had no bread ; roining oll day and night,

2nd.—Rested ot Camp; raining all doy; intond to go to Jerramungup to- monow, wo have now
been three doys without flour,

Srd—Staxted this morning in company with Windich, and after going 17 miles we reached
Jerramungup, Mr Hosscll's stotion. T was vory kindly received by My, Frank Hassell, who ot once sent
& native with some flour for the party; we became his guests while hero.

4th.—Rested, at station.

5th, Sunday.—Restod. The party nrrived here from .Tecup, found all well; intend to give the
horsos o rost here. .

6th.—Rested at station.

7th.—Continued journay 15 miles en route for York; cataped at u spot Imown as Crmn.cup, Plenty
of feed and water at Camp.

8th.—Made an early stort and reached Bungenup, on the Salt River; distanco travelled, 25 miles,

9th.~-Continuod journcy and reached Camballup, Mr. Moir’s station, on a branch of the Salt River;
distance travelled, 28 miles. Had & thiderstorm this affernoon, which lasted for about 2 hours,

10th.~Continued journay, passing by Mertinup and Eticup, snd camped on o grassy flat with feed
and water, about thres miles North of Bticup ; distance travolled, thirty miles,

11th—Continued journey in & Northexly direction, possing by Yokonup, and cn,mpe{l at o washpool
belonging to Haddloton; plonty of foed nt Comp; digtance travelled, 25 miles.

12th.—Continued journey and roachod W]mdgmg Lalke; plenty of swans and duclzs hora; distance
travelled, 16 miles,

13th~Two of tho horses stmyed away lagt night, consequently did' mot malte o start until 10
o'clock, and afler going 16 miles we renched the Arthur River and camped for tho might with plenty of
feed and water. _ .

14th.—(ontinned journey 24 mies farther towards Yorlk, and compod on o grassy flat with plenty
of water. '

15th.—~Continyed journey and reached Mooxumbme, Mr. Bailey's stotion; -distance travelled,
24 miles.

16th.—Continued journey and reachod tho Uppor Avon Bridge; distance travelled, 18 miles.

17th.—Continwed journey and reached Hoisthorpe, Mr, W, Lukin’s station; distance travelled; 20
miles.

18th.—Continued jowrney and reached the town of Yorlk, after an absenco of 100 days. Bofors
arriving in York wo were met by & number of friends, who escorted us into town. After our arrival wo
sat down to a champagne luncheon, pravided by the settlers of the York district, which we did justice to.

19th, Sundny.—Rested in York.

20th.~—Delivering horses, &e.

21st.—Reached tho Tnkes,

22nd.—Renchod Porth, whon I had fhe pleasure of an interview with the Honorable the
Colonial Secretary and the Honorable the Survoyor Goneral.

ALEXANDER FORREST,
Lender of Expedition

By Anthor\ty Rxcuarn I'Jmmn, Go\ammenb I'Hulcr. I‘:nh.







