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\VILD FLOWERS. . 

PAINTINGS FOR THE STATE. 

L,He Lady Bedford's Collection. 
_-\. c~!lec.:tion ul a!11)11t,; . ..;e\·11.1t y -Ji\ ·1: !al'.~1:, 

"":va tCL' 1.:uiour,:,; oi ,\·ild f!ow i.: r :;, 111 ;1 ,J e IJv 
the la t.c Lady Hc•dlunl, wicc .:; ,· t l,c la .c 
Atimirnl ~ir Yredcr; c: k (., . lJ. il cdfonJ, 11· i,n 
was • G-vvernor of \Vc$lCl'll .:~u,tt·a lia. [rom 
l!lO;J to JDIJ'.l, hits been prcscnt,·d lo Ll1 c 
8ta te Herl,ariu,n by her Llirc,c suit ; an J 
daughter . 

• ~uouc si.i:ty 01 t.liesc pain l i1t::s \\'t'l'C r,~­
<:eivet! on loan frou, Lat!y ll cdfo ni in JU~D 
011 the occasion oi the ::;ta t<) Ceutcuary 
celebrations, whcu they were exhibited iJJ. 
l'erth, ancl attracte<l some attcution. l\Ii.;.; 
Constauc:c :\liller, oi L'ottcsloc, a i'rien<l uf 
Lady Bedford, who was rcspousi ble for the 
introduction ~i the pictures at that time, 
nrau;;cd subsequently with Ca ptaiu Den­
ham 2\I. T . Bedfonl, of the Royal .Narni 
Gunnery ~chool , Chatham, in acconlance 
with Lady Bedfot·d ' s "·isl1 that the p ic­
tu1·cs be donated to some Gotiluical insti­
tution, to have tuese studies presentc<l to 
:he ::;cate Herba1·ium. 

Last week the Uovernment Botanist 1 · 
'. ?.fr . C. A. Gardneri 1·eccivcd two parcels ,i 
>t "·atcr colours from Captain Bedford, · 
~ith the follo1,i11::, note:-' '\,Vill you please 
,c:cept the~e paintings for the ::itatc as a 
:ift frnm A<lmirnl :'I.. E. l•' . Redfort!, l•'. 
r. H. Bedford, E~q ., ;\[rs. C. 1-'earse, and 
;aptain D. M. T . Bedford, R.N ., sons and 
:aughtcr of the la te Sir F. nucl Lady 
lctlford .'' · 
The pictures are e.i:celleut reprcsenta­

ions or the tiowers of South-Western 
,ustralia, and include about seventy spe­
ies . Th<'y exhibit wondertul accuracy of 
>rm and colour, and are amongst the 
nest work oi this kind yet exer:utct!. One 
E them is froru the brush of .~dmiral Sir 
rcderick Bedford, examples of whose 
ork are found in the Perth Art Gallery, 
1d denicts the red-flowered bank;ia of. 
lbany." · It is remarkable for its bold out­
Je and colour, imparting a characteristic 
itidity which is usually lacking in such 
·presentations. Lad_y Bedford's work in-
11dcs a study of the "Southern Cross 
,wer," also from ~lbany, and some. vivid 
presentations of se.,.eral other plants, 
,tably the Qualup Bell, the Reel Leschen· 
ltia, Kangaroo Pa,,s and many orchid, . 
The collection will be housed in th<! 
ate Herbarium, and when accommoda" 
,n- becomes available it is proposed to 
,·e the studies sni tably frame<l . The 
rator . (Mr. Gardner) stated yesterday 
it the collection, which was gratefully 
:epted, was of much value from a botani-

_point of view, and would be of in• ·, . 
·est to botanists generally, The greater 
i; of the collection had already been 
ned when previously received in Hl29, 
I th~ lucidity of the treatment made it 
:sible to name practically all of the spe-
1. Fro tu the artistic standpoint, thu 
,st study is the pain tin~ of the War:i-
' w-hich is particularly lifelike in form 
I col.our. This is the only subject in 
. collection which represents a plant 
native to the State. 
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