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WILD FLOWERS.

" PAINTINGS FOR THE STATE.
‘Late Lady Bedford's Collection.

A collection of about seveeiy-live e |
water coiours of wild flowers, e
the late Lady Bedford, wite of the liie
Admiral Siv Frederick (+. D, Bediord, who
was - Governor of Western Agstralin from
1903 to 1909, has Dbeen presented Lo the

[+
by

State Herbarium by her three solls  and -
daughter. =

About sixty of these paintings were ve- =
ceived on loan from Lady Bedtord in 1929 ~Z
on the occasion of the State Centenary | =

celebrations, when they were exhibited in
Perth, and attracted some attention. Miss
Constaunce Miller, of Cottesloe, a friend of
Lady Bedford, who was responsible for the
introduction of the pictures at that time,
arrauged subsequently with Captain Den-
ham M. T. Bedford, of the Royal Navai
Gunnery School, Chatham, in accordance
with Lady Bedford’s wish that the pie-
tures be donated to scme botanical insti-
tution, to have tuese studies presented to
:he State Herbarium. !
Last week the Govermment Botanist | .
Mr. C. A. Gardner) veceived two parcels | i!
f water colours from Captain Bedford, |~
vith the following note:—"Will you please | !
iccept these paintings for the State as a | °
ift from Admival A, E. I'. Bedford, I'. ;
r. H. Bedford, itq., Mus. C. Pearse, and q
saptain D. M. T. Bedford, R.N., sons and
aughter of the late Sir F. and Lady | |
Jedford.” : )
The pictures are excellent representa-
ions: of the Howers of South-Western
wustralia, and include about seventy spe-
ies. They exhibit wonderful accuracy of
rm and  colour, and are amongst the
nest work of this kind yet executed. One
f them is from the brush of Admiral Sir
rederick Bedford, examples of whose ,
ork are found in the Perth Art Gallery, !
1d depicts the red-Howered bunksia of|
Ibany. ‘It is remarkable for its bold out-
1e and colour, imparting a characteristic
gidity which is usually lacking in such
presentations. Lady Bedford’s work in-
udes a study of the “Southern Cross
wer,” also from Albany, and some. vivid
presentations of several other plants,
tably the Qualup Bell, the Red Leschen- :
Itia, Kangaroo Paws and many orchids. :
The collection will be housed in  the i
ate Herbarium, and when accommoda- !
n- becomes available it is proposed to
ve the studies suitably framed. The
rator . (Mr. Gardner) stated yesterday
it the collection, which was gratefully
:epted. was of much value from 2 botani-
point of view, and would be of in--
est to botanists generally. The greater
t of the collection had already been '
ned when previously received in 1929, i
1 the lucidity of the treatment made it :
sible to name practically all of the spe- !
i. TFrom the artistie standpoint, the
st study is the painting of the Wara-
, which is particularly lifelike in form
| colour. This is the only subject in i
- collection which represents o plant |
native to the State.
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