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Avoid ‘tidying up’ Vegetation Protect Natural Regeneration

Grading the roadside, spreading topsoil into vegetation and thinning out plants 2 Natural regeneration is the natural establishment of native plants from seed-fall or
causes unnecessary disturbance to the soil and vegetation and encouragesweed suckering. It costs nothing and ensures that local roadside vegetation continues to
spread. survive by being replaced over time by young plants.

' | “ Disturbance of regrowth encourages weeds, which compete with young plants.

Leaving vegetation undisturbed wherever possible during construction means there P ! ) .
. ) - . , ‘% Regenerating areas may not be obvious. Mark these areas with stakes where
is less need for costly and destructive ground repairs after construction.

mowing or other activities are likely to occur.

Shrubs, logs, old or dead trees and small native plants are valuable for wildlife and m W Native grasses should be allowed to naturally regenerate. These areas should not
should be retained wherever possible unless they are a threat to safety or utility “ , be mowed during flowering and seed dispersal seasons.

services.

homm\oioﬁmmoo:ﬁmmmo_.m<o__co_u__mmoﬁ.é:o____._ﬂmo:o.mre:__mmmﬁma_.:mm. _
Remove Drain Spoil |

Avoid extra reshaping of table drains and windrowing drain material into roadside
vegetation.

Exposed earth and drain spoils are ideal for weed establishment. ,

= Direct the spoil from drains towards the road pavement (for collection). %
¥ Remove spoil and dispose in an area that will not cause a weed problem. | ¥igene]

Natural regeneration improves the roadsides.

A4

O ./:»:.\
L o)
fo

Avoid windrowing drain material into native vegetation

J
v
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Minimise Disturbance to Cultural
Heritage

Where activities involve ground disturbance and/or tree removal, cultural heritage
objects and places may be impacted.

In Victoria, VicRoads has legal obligations to protect both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous cultural heritage sites.

It is important to note that not all cultural heritage sites are identified on official
registers.

§ Scarred free on roadside.

In many areas across the state VicRoads has developed agreements and protocols for
managing Indigenous cultural heritage matters associated with road management.
There may be requirements identified within these agreements that go beyond the
permission to disturb, such as the erection of interpretive signage.

Aboriginal heritage monitoring by Indigenous monitors may be required where
works involve the stripping or excavation of soil. LOADS/,,
£

Should an Indigenous site or artefacts be found, work should stop.

8 OADS

-

i 1 OF

-

Mark trees and other vegetation to be protected on construction plans. Include
tree protection measures in the Environmental Management Plan and staff
inductions.

Roots and surrounding soils can be damaged

by construction vehicles, cars and stockpiles.

Securely fence a protection area around trees to
- exclude traffic and stockpiles.

et
1

If in doubt about tree protection, seek help from your local Environmental Officer.
For a fast opinion, email a photo. In some cases, you may need help from a qualified
Arborist.

Explore designs that preserve
tree roots. Locally steepen cut
and fill batters.

Trees won't usually die straight after
root damage, but the useful life of the
tree may be shortened by many years.

The stress caused by root loss can
mean a tree Is more vulnerable to

pests, diseases and die-back. 5 years later

Where roots must be cut, leave a clean edge to the cut. See page 17 for advice on
pruning trees.

13
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Weeds

Noxious and environmental weeds can be spread during road construction,
maintenance and operation. VicRoads has obligations under the Catchment and
_.m:o_ Protection (CaLP) Act to prevent the spread of noxious weeds.

Noxious weeds are plants which are declared to be a serious regional threat to
agriculture and the environment by the Catchment Management Authority.

Environmental weeds are not listed under the CaLP Act but are recognised as
having potential to threaten natural ecosystems. They may be non-Australian
plants, or native plants that did not originally grow in the area.

It is important to ensure you are aware where weeds are located, how they can be
best controlled and what your responsibilities are.

"HECK: Have ! woc asked .ﬁrm. m_mm_o:& .m:ﬁazimz*& Officer, the Umbnw:sm:w of
Primary Industries or the Catchment Management Authority for lists of regional
s.mmm management priorities, Sn_co::m lists of mmn_uwma :ex_oﬁ weeds?

Spanish Heath, an environmental weed, often found on roadsides.

Minimise Disturbance To Vegetation-

Remnant native vegetation includes more than just trees. Trees, shrubs and
groundcovers (creepers, grasses and herbs) combine to provide valuable food and
shelter for different types of wildlife. It is important to note that some significant
patches of native vegetation are naturally devoid of trees, such as grasslands and
heathlands. Generally, less maintenance is required if good quality native vegetation
is left undisturbed.

By clearly identifying vegetation that is to be removed or protected during a site
inspection, vegetation removal can be programmed, so that site disturbance,
exposure to weed invasion and erosion can be minimised. Where disturbance/
removal is unavoidable, it is important to limit the disturbance to the minimum
area needed.

Unless unavoidable, all machinery should be kept out of areas that have been
identified as environmentally or culturally significant. In Victoria, most vegetation
removal on public land requires some approval. If there is doubt it is important to
check with the Regional Environment Officer. Accidental or deliberate clearance/
disturbance without appropriate approvals may lead to an investigation by the Local
Council, the Department of Sustainability and Environment and/or the Australian
Government Department of Environment and Heritage (for matters related to the
EPBC Act).

Undisturbed bushland on roadsides.

Ui
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Confine Activities within the ‘Work Zone’

The 'work zone' is the area marked
out with pegs where all work activities
take place (such as the area stripped
for road construction, stockpile areas,
compounds etc.).

A single machine can cause extensive
damage to native vegetation.

% Use the appropriate type and
minimum size of machine for
the job.

% Stay within the marked ‘work
zone'.

% Confinemachinerytowell-defined
access tracks.

Activities confined within ‘work zone’.

Locate stockpiles, site compounds, vehicle turning areas
etc. on previously cleared land

Stockpiles, construction compounds, vehicle turning areas and the like should be
located on land already cleared of native trees, shrubs and grasses. If there is no
suitable land on site, it may be permitted on nearby private land with approval
from the land owner.

Stockpile areas should be clearly identified with a temporary fence or large logs to
prevent the stockpile from encroaching into areas of native vegetation.

Storage of equipment and materials, should not occur close to vegetation as it can
damage important feeder roots of trees as well as damage ground flora.

..\1'\1'1\

PART 2:

Environmental Guidance for

Maintenance and
Construction
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Fire Prevention

Strategic firebreaks or fire prevention methods are the most effective way of
protecting the countryside and the safety of road users from wild fire. However,
not all roadsides need to be cleared, cleaned up or mown to provide reasanable
fire precautions. _ S

In most situations, mowing behind the guidepost is not required, unless there are :
specific contract requirements (e.g. for freeways).

Removing fine grass, leaf litter and twigs to form strategic firebreaks may be
warranted. Material greater than the diameter of a pencil (such as stumps, dead
trees and shrubs) does not contribute significantly to the spread of fire and may
not need to be removed.

In native grasslands, controlled burning may reduce the fuel load and encourage
a better balance of plant species. The Regional Environmental Officer can provide
further advice on environmental management burning.

All roadside fire prevention works must be in accordance with the Municipal Fire
Prevention Planning and the CFA Roadside Fire Management guidelines.

Wherever possible, firebreaks should be placed on neighbouring land which has
already been cleared or where the road reserve is already cleared and weedy.

Where this is not possible, identify and avoid any rare or significant plants before
starting firebreak construction. Firebreaks on roadsides can destroy ground plants,
introduce weeds, disrupt drainage and cause soil erosion. This may increase long-

term maintenance costs.
=

§ Construct firebreaks on neighbauring land.

Roadside Conservation Management Plans

Roadside Conservation Management Plans contain useful information on the
known environmental and cultural heritage assets within a particular section of
roadside and identify specific management activities for best maintaining these
assets (where necessary). Processes for fire protection, vegetation management,
heritage management, water quality, environmental protection should be included
in the plan.

CHECK: Erm:w is a Roadside ﬂoﬁm?q:a;iaznumﬁmiana_o. environmental/
cultural heritage survey covering the section of road where works are planned?
- Contact the Regional Environment Officer for more information. !

Environmental Management Plans

Contractors are required to prepare Environmental Management Plans (EMPs)
for all construction and maintenance projects. The EMP should be site specific
and appropriate to the sensitivity of the environment and the complexity of the
project.

Special Environmental Areas

VicRoads, contractors and local councils sometimes use signs or markers to alert
travellers, local people and workers of the special value of roadsides (including
significant areas of vegetation). Work should not start on these sites or between
these markers without seeking approval of the VicRoads Region, contractor or local
council shown on the sign and quoting the code number. It should be noted that
not all significant roadside areas are marked.

i
4F:H
mw_s_.o:n._m_.:m_

Site

Environmental sign at Calder Corridor
projects.

Significant Roadside sign.
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Clean Down Machinery Prior to Moving
to Another Site

Dirty machinery can spread weeds and soil diseases. Before transporting any
earth-moving machinery and vehicles to a new site, remove all seed and soil from
machinery by:

“* scraping and brushing off soil e ey
# washing down with high pressure hoses

Machinery should be washed down well away from creeks and good quality
vegetation sites, preferably in previously disturbed areas, which already have weed
problems. ,

Machinery wash-down unit.
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