Introduction

Wetlands throughout the Swan Coastal
Plain are becoming degraded as a result
of the pressures of increased
urbanisation, drainage inappropriate
land use and, in many cases, a lack of
awareness in the community of the value
and delicate balance of the wetland
ecosystem.

The Spectacles Wetlands - named
because it comprises two wetlands joined
by a drain, giving it the appearance of a
pair of spectacles - is the most southern
of the Beeliar chain of freshwater lakes
on the Swan Coastal Plain.

It is the only wetland of its kind in the
metropolitan area to have an extensive
cover of paperbark trees. It is-also one of
the few breeding grounds fér the Rufous
Night Heron and for the Straw Necked
Ibis. Two of more than 100 species of
birds which frequent the swamps.

A diverse range of plants and animals is
found in the area, including a rare and
endangered plant and a population of.
rare frogs. e

S

History

The 360 hectares of wetlands are located
north-west of Kwinana, about 40kms
south of Perth. The area was part of the
original Peel Settlement Scheme.
Ioé@a.@, the swamps in the centre of
the land,.and the infertile leached quartz
sanids-which surround-them, led to early
settlers leaving the area. It was only after
World War II that The Spectacles again
attracted settlers.

In the 1970s the Industrial Lands
Development/Authority.and Alcoa of
Australia purchased.the land for future
industrial use. However, when the land
was evaluated for residue disposal
purposes; it became.clear not only that
the wetland nature of the property made
it unsuitable for this particular industrial
use, but that The Spectacles Wetlands
area had high conservation value.
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Background

By the early 1980s Alcoa had started to
develop a management plan to restore
and protect the wetlands. The
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM), The Town of
Kwinana and the Wetlands Conservation

Society provided additional advice. The

result was a comprehensive plan

QDOOBTNmmmDm the 005m0~.<m:”m05v

recreation and educational values of the

area. Alcoa’s Landcare Project committed
$250,000 to development of the
concept.

The early 1990s saw the implementation
of the initial steps of the plan, including
two carparks, walktrails, information

shelters and picnic areas. A boardwalk

into the wetlands was constructed, with
special birdhide to enable viewing of the
many wonderful birds without
disturbing them.

In 1997 the original plan was reviewed
to keep up with the fast growing
Kwinana region.

These changes, in conjunction with
rehabilitation and promotional
programs, will create an area the size
of Kings Park, providing a similar
environmental haven for future
generations to enjoy.
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