
BURLONG POOL ON THE GULGULGA BILYA



BURLONG POOL
Located 5 kilometres west of the Northam Townsite, Burlong Pool is a semi-
permanent body of water and a site of signifi cance to both the Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people of Northam.

Aboriginal spiritual beliefs are that Burlong is the “Summer home for the Wargal”

 ‘…during the winter fl oods the snake lived deep in the fl owing springs at Bolgart and haunted 
the rocky slopes of Boolegin nearby. On the approach of summer the brooks ceased to fl ow 
and the creek beds dried up. Then the giant snake slowly made his way underground, down the 
Toodyay Brook to the Avon, and upstream along that river to the deep pool at Burlong near 
Northam.’ 
Rica Erickson (1974, Unknown Publication). 

The site was also used as a training location in water crossings by the military 
and for recreational activities for the local Northam community in the 1940’s 
and 50’s. 

Wheatbelt NRM (formally known as Avon Catchment Council) in association 
with its partners has installed 12 interpretive signs at Burlong Pool that are re-
printed here in this booklet. The site has also undergone a major cleanup and 
development. This project was a joint initiative involving the local Aboriginal 
community, Shire of Northam, Avon Valley Environmental Society, Department 
of Water, Avon Valley Contractors, Green Corps and Wheatbelt NRM.   

(Back to front):  

Picnic at Burlong Pool (Courtesy State Library of Western Australia)

Steve Egan Ballardong Elder (Permission granted by Betty Egan), 
Photo courtesy Merrilyn Chester



WELCOME TO BURLONG POOL ON THE GULGULGA BILYA

This site has been developed through a partnership between the local 
Aboriginal Ballardong Community, the Avon Valley Environmental Society, the 
Shire of  Northam, the Department of  Water and Wheatbelt Natural Resource 
Management. Funding was provided through the Australian Federal and State 
Governments National Heritage Trust program.

Wargal Real or Myth?
Nyungar people believe the Wargal is sacred and should never be harmed or killed. It created the waterways, and was the giver of life. In 1929 the 
Wargal was thought to have been seen in the water and the townspeople of Northam kept a vigil over the river and at Burlong  Pool. Fossil records 
show that during the Pleistocene there was a medium to gigantic sized snake that lived in Australia and is known in scientifi c circles as the Wonambi.
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© Graeme Chapman

Splendid Fairy Wren
Malurus splendens



Nidja Nyungar budjar nguny wangkiny
(this is Nyungar land and stories)

Wargal kierp wirrinitj
(the water snake belongs to the water)
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