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YELLOW BUTTERCUP
(Hibbertia hypericoides)

Family Dilleniaceae, the native buttercups

The yellow buttercup is one of the most common native plants
found growing in the sandy soils between Perth and Albany.
In some areas it forms a dominant understorey plant. In the
wild, it regenerates after fire from its rootstock. The flowers are
pollinated by pollen-collecting bees and, like most hibbertias,
produce no nectar. Most of the 100 or so species of hibbertia are
unique to Australia and about 60 of them are found in the south-
west, where they grow in many habitats. Most are shrubs with
large, yellow flowers.

DESCRIPTION This spreading shrub, growing up to a metre high,
has attractive typically yellow flowers that may be 2.5 centimetres
across.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES The yellow buttercup is distinguished by its
narrow, rounded leaves up to 15 millimetres long, which have a
covering of dense, star-shaped hairs beneath. The flowers have five
deeply notched petals and sepals that are covered with short hairs.
HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION The yellow buttercup is common on the
coastal plain and in jarrah forest between Kalbarri and Margaret
River.

FLOWERING TIME April to November.

USES The yellow buttercup is occasionally seen in specialist nurseries
but is difficult to grow from seed or cuttings.
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SNAKEBUSH

(Hemiandra pungens)

Family Lamiaceae, the mintbushes y

Snakebush has distinctive white or mauve flowers up to tw

centimetres across. This sand-loving species is common in
the south-west and is particularly abundant in coastal areas.
Snakebush is related to rosemary, lavender and mint. There are
about eight species of Hemiandra, all of which grow only in the
south-west.

DESCRIPTION Snakebush is an attractive species that usually develops
into a ground-hugging plant up to several metres across and just a
few centimetres high. However, in some areas it will grow as a shrub
up to 80 centimetres high. Regardless of habit, its leaves are narrow,
ridged and spiky. The upper lip of the attractive white or mauve flower
is short, with two lobes, while the lower lip is longer, spreading and
has three lobes. Each flower has numerous dark spots decorating the
throat.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES This species is distinguished by its prominent
white or mauve spotted flowers and sharply pointed leaves.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Snakebush is common in sandy soils,
particularly on the coastal plain between Dongara and Albany.

FLOWERING TIME July to December.

USES Snakebush is a popular garden plant, with prostrate forms
being sold at most nurseries.
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SWAN RIVER MYRTLE
(Hypocalymma robustum)

Family Myrtaceae, the myrtles

Swan River myrtle produces beautiful pale pink to deep pink
flowers over many weeks during spring. There are 12 species of
Hypocalymma, all unique to WA.

OTHER NAMES Pink myrtle, bush myrtle, wild peach.

DESCRIPTION Swan River myrtle is an open shrub with numerous
stems, each growing up to 1.5 metres high. It has smooth, narrow
dark green leaves up to 25 millimetres long, held on opposite
sides of the stem. Its pink, scented flowers are a little more than a
centimetre across and are clustered around the stem. The young
stems are reddish-brown.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

Swan River myrtle is characterised by its beautiful flowers which
feature rounded, pink petals and numerous yellow-tipped stamens.
South of Perth the species has smaller leaves and flowers.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION This species is common in sandy woodlands
and the jarrah forest between Perth and Albany.

FLOWERING TIME July to November.

USES Swan River myrtle is readily grown from cuttings and is
available from specialist nurseries.
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NATIVE WISTERIA

(Hardenbergia comptoniana)

Family Fabaceae, the peas

Native wisteria is common throughout the higher rainfall areas
of the south-west, particularly in the tangled undergrowth of the
karri and jarrah forests where its deep bluish-purple pea flowers
form a colourful part of the understorey. This Australian genus
has only three species, with just one in WA. All are twining shrubs
and climbers.

OTHER NAMES Wild sarsaparilla, false sarsaparilla.

DESCRIPTION Native wisteria is a vigorous twining shrub or climber.
Some stems occasionally grow five metres up nearby trees.
During late winter and spring it produces masses of bluish-purple
pea flowers arranged in sprays up to 20 centimetres long. Each
leaf typically has three leaflets up to 13 centimetres long. After
flowering it produces cylindrical pods up to 43 millimetres long.
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES This attractive creeper is characterised by
its vigorous twining habit, deep bluish-purple flowers and large
divided leaves.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Native wisteria is common in the sandy
soils of the coastal plain and, more rarely, in gravelly soils in
forests between Green Head and Albany.

FLOWERING TIME June to October.

USES Not surprisingly, native wisteria is commonly grown, and
white and pink-flowered forms are often available from nurseries.
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CORAL VINE

(Kennedia coccinea)

Family Fabaceae, the peas

Coral vine is the most common creeper of the jarrah forest.
It produces masses of red, yellow and orange pea-shaped flowers
during the spring months. It is particularly abundant in the season
after a summer bushfire, creating vivid splashes of red throughout
the bushland. Kennedia has about 16 species, all unique to
Australia. Most of them grow only in the south-west. Many are
large flowered and, as they are mostly runners or climbers, make
a valuable addition to any garden. Several species are commonly
cultivated, including the black and yellow-flowered black cockatoo
flower (Kennedia nigricans) and the bright red-flowered running
postman (K. prostrata).

DESCRIPTION Coral vine is a vigorous climber, with leaves divided
into three distinct lobes. In spring, it produces attractive red,
yellow, orange, pink or mauve pea-shaped flowers, each 10 to 12
millimetres across. Between four and 20 flowers are grouped into
dense clusters.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES Coral vine is one of very few climbing species
of Kennedia found in the south-west. Most others are low-growing
creepers.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION The species is widespread in forests and
coastal limestone areas between Eneabba and Albany, and on sand
heaths eastwards to Esperance.

FLOWERING TIME August to December.

USES Coral vine is occasionally grown by specialist nurseries.

46

Photo — Babs and Bert Wells/DBCA










CANDLE BANKSIA

(Banksia attenuata)

Family Proteaceae

Flowering during late spring and summer, candle banksia provides
an abundant food source for honeyeaters and bees when many spring
flowering species have finished. It usually grows in association with
firewood banksia. The difference in flowering times between these
species reduces competition for pollinators and is critical to the
survival of many animals such as honey possums, by providing a year-
round source of nectar. It is still common in some Perth suburbs,
surviving in small reserves, vacant bush blocks and as remnants of
the previous bushland in otherwise well-developed home gardens.

OTHER NAMES Slender banksia, candlestick banksia, biara, coast
banksia.

DESCRIPTION This tree grows up to 10 metres high. It has thick,
reddish-brown bark and narrow leaves about 1.5 centimetres wide
and 25 centimetres long. Its flowers, borne in a cylindrical cone up
to 25 centimetres long, are greenish-yellow in bud and bright yellow
in flower. North of Perth, this species is shorter and more shrubby
in habit. It is sometimes confused with swamp banksia (Banksia
littoralis) or river banksia (B. seminuda), but both these species grow
in swampy areas or along creeklines. Candle banksia grows in much
drier sandy country.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES The narrow leaves and bright yellow flowers
distinguish this species from the other banksias with which it grows.
HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Candle banksia grows in deep sand within
heath, shrubland and woodland from Kalbarri to Augusta and east
to the Fitzgerald River, extending inland to Wongan Hills and Lake
Grace. It often forms a dominant overstorey tree with firewood
banksia.

FLOWERING TIME September to February.

USES Aboriginal people made a sweet drink by soaking the flower
spikes of candle banksia in a hole lined with paperbark.

52

Photo — Babs and Bert Wells/DBCA




BULL BANKSIA
(Banksia grandis)

Family Proteaceae

All banksias have dense spikes of flowers, consisting of hundreds
or even thousands of individual blooms. The bull banksia is a
common species in the forests of the south-west, and has the
largest flower spikes of all banksias. The species can live from 100
to 150 years. However, it is highly susceptible to the killer dieback
disease. Animals such as honey possums, honeyeaters, wattlebirds
and silvereyes consume the nectar, while Carnaby’s cockatoos and
red-capped parrots dine on the seeds.

OTHER NAMES Mangite.

DESCRIPTION Bull banksia usually grows as a thick, rough-barked
tree, up to 10 metres high. However, in some windswept coastal
areas it is pruned by wind and salt spray into a low growing shrub.
It has greenish-yellow buds that blossom into pale yellow flowers.
Unlike several other banksias, its fruiting cones do not need to be
burnt before they shed their seed, which is done soon after they
reach maturity.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES This species has the largest flower spikes and
leaves of all banksias. Its large, pale yellow inflorescences grow up
to 40 centimetres long. The deeply cut leaves, characterised by
large triangular lobes, often grow up to 45 centimetres long, and
are held in clumps.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Bull banksia grows from Mount Lesueur
to Cape Leeuwin and east to Cape Riche in a variety of habitats.
It is a common species in the jarrah forests of the Darling Range
and coastal tuart woodlands.

FLOWERING TIME Mainly from October to January.

USES Aboriginal people used to suck the flower spikes for their
nectar. Beekeepers make use of bull banksia flowers to bridge the
gap between the flowering of parrotbush and jarrah.
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FIREWOOD BANKSIA

(Banksia menziesii)

Family Proteaceae

When it is in flower you cannot miss firewood banksia.
Its handsome flower spikes, which attract numerous nectar-eating
birds such as honeyeaters, wattlebirds and western spinebills,
gradually change from silvery grey through rich pink to orange
and pink as they develop. Banksia flowers are generally arranged
in crowded, spiralling rows around a thick, woody axis, readily
separating them from other members of the family.

OTHER NAMES: Menzies’ banksia.

DESCRIPTION Firewood banksia is a tree up to 10 metres high with
a rather straggling habit. It has crumbly bark, thickly woolly
branchlets and saw-toothed leaves that reach 25 centimetres
Tong. Its attractive flowers, arranged in cones up to 12 centimetres
high, are usually reddish-pink, but yellow-flowered forms are not
uncommon and coppery-red ones are occasionally found. The
large cones have up to 25 follicles. Blistering caused by a rust-
fungus can sometimes be seen on the leaves.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES Firewood banksia is distinguished from
sawtooth banksia (Banksia prionotes) by its crooked growth form,
its rich pink and orange flower spikes and its broader, less deeply
and less regularly toothed leaves.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Common near Perth, firewood banksia is
widespread on the sandplains between the Hill River and Pinjarra,
with small, scattered populations found north to the Kalbarri area.
FLOWERING TIME March to August.

USES A multi-stemmed, short-leaved form of firewood banksia that
originates from between Eneabba and Kalbarri is often planted on
road verges in the Perth area.
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FUCHSIA GREVILLEA
(Grevillea bipinnatifida)

Family Proteaceae

Fuchsia grevillea produces attractive clusters of striking red
blooms all year round. These are an almost irresistible attractant
to native birds, making it an excellent plant for the garden.
Grevilleas, sometimes called spider flowers, are related to
dryandras, hakeas and banksias. Varying from low-growing plants
to tall trees, there are some 300 species in Australia, with 200 of
these growing in the south-west. Grevilleas have styles which are
long, slender and often hooked and the floral tube usually splits
down one side before the flower opens.

OTHER NAMES Native fuchsia.

DESCRIPTION This low-growing, sprawling shrub grows up to a
metre high, with clusters of red flowers up to 20 centimetres
long. The leaves are deeply dissected into rigid, pointed segments,
giving the whole plant a prickly appearance.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES Fuchsia grevillea is distinguished by its low
growth habit, large red flowers and deeply dissected leaves.
HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Found between Mogumber and Collie,
fuchsia grevillea is a common species in the lateritic soils of the
Darling Range above Perth.

FLOWERING TIME January to April.

USES Fuchsia grevillea is one of the parents of the well-known,
common cultivar, Robyn Gordon, a beautiful hybrid which is
sold in most nurseries. The other parent is an eastern Australian
species, G. banksii. This hybrid can cause severe contact dermatitis
in some people and should be checked before planting.
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CLIMBING TRIGGERPLANT
(Stylidium scandens)

Family Stylidiaceae, the triggerplants

Triggerplants are often seen flowering en masse in moist areas,
particularly around granite outcrops and in open areas near
winter-wet swamps. They have an unusual sensitive curved
column which flicks over at the slightest touch. All triggerplants
are pollinated by insects, normally bees, flies and wasps, which
are attracted by the colourful flowers. Guided by markings on the
petals, they land and probe for nectar at the base of the ‘trigger’
which, when touched, whips over and showers pollen on them
(or picks up pollen from them). The trigger operates best in
warm weather and resets in 30 to 40 minutes. You can operate it
yourself. Climbing triggerplant grows in the higher rainfall areas.
It has a long flowering season and it is not uncommon to find it in
bloom at Christmas along the South Coast.

DESCRIPTION Climbing triggerplant trails over associated shrubs
for up to two metres, clinging by the unusual curved ends to
its leaves. In open situations, however, it grows as a small shrub
up to 50 centimetres high. It has pale to deep pink flowers
1.5 centimetres across and whorled leaves with unusual hooked
ends.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES Climbing triggerplant differs from other
species in its climbing habit and hooked leaf ends.

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION Found from Bunbury to Albany in a
variety of habitats, climbing triggerplant is particularly common
in the higher rainfall areas near the South Coast.

FLOWERING TIME June to February.
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