In order to consider the role of a particular resource,
such as the Fitzgerald River Reserve, it is helpful to review the
world and Australian situations in regard to various types of resources.

One or the mt mportanf. featuree of our time is the
tremendous rate at which technology is changing our lives. For
example, Platt (1969) states, "In the last century, we have mereasea
our speeds of communication by a factor of 107- of travel by 10
of data handling by 1063 our energy resources by 105; our power ot
weapons by 10”3 our sbility to control diseases by something like
‘lo2 3 and our rate of population growth to 103 times whet it was =2
few thousand years ago".

Graphically this may bde represented as in Diagram 1. It
is not known when the curve will flatten out. At present, in nany
areas, technology is inereasing the available resources faster then
demand for them. Thus many countries, including Australia, are faced
with overeproduction of agricultural products.

It ie most unlikely that any of the natural resocurces used
in production will become limiting factors in the foresesable future;
eegs Jarrett (1966). Where some doubt exists recycling of material
is possible, but the use of this technigue is likely to spring instead
“from the pressure of waste disposal problems.

lewnrm which have not increased with the technology boom
are those which make up the natural environment, landscape fauna and
flora.

Jarret (1966) states: "For the next generation - and probe-
ably longer - there are few indications of widespread and persistent
gshortages of materials., Instead, the most troublesome questions are
likely to comcern the cleanliness of air and water; the effects of
heavy use of pesticides upon soil and water; availability of suitable o)
surrounding for outdoor recreation; the beauty of the countryside; and
the effects of urban living on the human body".

The situation is represented graphically in Diagram 2.

In & mutshell, while the world population and the ability
to house, clothe and feed it is on the increase, the quality of the
environment is deteriorating in many instances, and the quantity of
natural environment is being depleted.

Platt (1969) has tabulated the types of crises likely to
develop in the world over the next fifty years. He listes the
ecological balance of the enviromment as likely to develop as a
crisis in the next 5 to 20 years if no effort is made tc find a
solution.

That efforts are being made to avert such a crisis is
evidenced by the numerous reports of anti-pollution and coservation
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neasures by various governments.
In ‘mg the Secredary General of the United Nations,
U =« Thant, stated that the deterioration that is taking place in the
environment probably represents the greatest threat that menmking ss
a whole has ever faced,
Boyden (1970) listed the following stepe being teken in
response to a realisation of the environmental erisis.
“(4) The recent establishment (December, 1969) of a
Standing Royal Commission in the United Kingdom to report to the
Government on problems relating to the deteriorating envirenment.
{2) The establishment by Fresident Nixen of the Environmental
Guality Couell snd the Citizens Advisory Committee of Environmental
uality.
{3) Thepproposasl from the Swedish Government that the
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights be extended to include
a declaration of human environmentsl rights.
(4) The holding of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Conference
of Bxperts on the Seientific Basis for Rational Use and Conservation
of the Resources of the Biosphere in September, 1968 {(often referred
to =8 the Biosphere Conference).
{5) The planning of the United Nations Intergovermmental
Conference to be held in 1972 on "The Human Environment”.
in discussing the responsibility of governments, Boydem {1970)
suggests thet countries with high retes of literagy, political stability
and relatively few poliution probleme should lesd the world in attempt-
ing to svert the environmental ecrisis., He concludes that "in Australia
we are in an especially favourzble position to make a unigue and most
important contribution to the environmental problem”,
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The reductions in natural environment already discussed
are made more serious by the increasing demands in the world for
outdoor recreation, Claweon and Knetech (1966) have made a study
of the cconomics of outdoor recreation. They estimete that the
punber of mane-hours spent in some form of outdoor recreation by
people in the United States rose by & factor of 700 times between 1900
snd 1960, A further 4O to 50 fold in increuse vas considered by no
means unlikely by 2000 AWD.

Tumerous studies of patronage of national parks and other
resorts heve been made in the United S8tates, Clawson and Enetsch
have reviewed the studies and coneluds that, "by nd lerge, the
growth in the use of major kinds of outdoor areas is 10 per cent per
yearyeee” Over the period considered population growth wes about 2
per cent per year, indication that much of the inerease was due o an
inerease in demand.

The four major factors siffecting demend for outdoor recreatior
in the United States were found by Cluwson and Knetech %o be population,
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income, transport and leisure. It was found that all four of these
were increasing at rates which "Could easily mean that expenditures
for ocutdoor recreation in 2000 will be eight times thoseof today"”,
Recent studies conducted for the /iustralian Tourist
Commission by overseas consultants, Harris, Kerr and Forster (19692 & b)
have revealed increased demands for tourist facilities and national
parks in Australia. Visitors to Ayers Rock =~ Mt. Olge Nationel payk
increased as follows:
1960=61 L300 visitors

1967=68 21,500 visitors
despite medioere facilities and 280 miles of unsealed road. The
following figures were given for overseas arrivals in sustralia,
(excluding B.8. soldiers on Re & Re)t

1959 68,120
1968 299,889
Projected for 1980 850,00C approz.

Of the people who arrive in iustralia from overseas, an inereasing
proporticn is coming for holidays.

Year Total Arrivals Holddays Percentage
1964 147,878 72,206 49
1968 299,899 190,826 63

The majority of people arriving in Australia from overseas
alight at Sydney. However, they often either arrive via Perth op
Darwin, Hobart, Adelaide, Brisbane and Melbourne have very few overseas
‘arrivals, or on route stoppages. It was not thought by the consulte
ants that the establishment of Tullsmarine airport would apprecisbly
alter this situation, Harris, Kerr and Forster, (1969). The possibility
therefore exists of bypassing some of the overseas holiday visitors
to Western Australian attractions,

It is undortunate that the main information available for
Western Australia is a recent detailed report on the tourist pote
ential of the north of the State. Information on patronage and demand
for established national parks in the southwest of the State, rele
atively near the international airport, and accessible by sealed roads
is extrenmely short. Details of patronage are incomplete because of
inadequate stalfing to obtain them, but there are indications of a
pressing demand, in some cases to the point of overuse.

Pigures of interest are the following e¥gracted from the
Statistical Register for VWestern Australist

Salgs of Sporting and

Trevel Goods Population
1956=57 $809,000 695,234
1961=62 $2,632,000 765,715

The report on Travel and Tourism in Vestern sustralia®s
North-West and the Kimberley's, 196869, by Western Research Services
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indicated that for the period under study, {3.2 millién was spent
by persons visiting the ares for business and §1.8 millien by
touriste, Of the people who went to seversl towns, and gave a reply
concerning the reason for their visit, the following replies were
received:

Attraction per cent of Viaitors
Scenery and flowers 72
Progress and potential 12
Friendly people 9
Climage 7
Industry andéd mining 6
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There can be no doubt that the State, National and World
demands for natural environment aress are increasing dramatically.
There are meny unique features in the Westeran iustralien flora,
founs and landscape which may bring the State a riech return in
perpetultly if appropriately managed and protected, The Fitagerald
River Reserve is = most impressive area in this respect.

Studies of tourist potential similsr to those conducted
for Contrsl Australis and NortheWestern Auestralis may well show that
a Fitsgerald River FNetional Park would be a uee superior to zny other

for this part of the State,
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