8/23/2018 Pezoporus occidentalis — Night Parrot

Species Profile and Threats Database

You are here: Home » Biodiversity » Threatened species & ecological communities » SPRAT

Glossary

Pezoporus occidentalis — Night Parrot

SPRAT Profile

For information to assist regulatory considerations, refer to Policy Statements and Guidelines, the Conservation
Adyvice, the Listing Advice and/or the Recovery Plan.

EPBC Legal Status and Documents

EPBC Act Listing Status Listed as Endangered as Pezoporus occidentalis

Approved Conservation Advice Threatened Species Scientific Committee (2016). Conservation Advice Pezoporus
occidentalis night parrot. Canberra: Department of the Environment. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/59350-
conservation-advice-15072016.pdf. In effect under the EPBC Act from 15-Jul-2016.

Listing Advice Listing assessment information may be available in the approved
Conservation Advice

Recovery Plan Decision Recovery Plan not required, included on the Not Commenced List (1/11/2009).

Adopted/Made Recovery Plans There is no adopted or made Recovery Plan for this species

Adopted/Made Threat Abatement Plans Department of the Environment (2015). Threat abatement plan for predation by feral
cats. Canberra, ACT: Commonwealth of Australia. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/threat-
abatement-plan-feral-cats. In effect under the EPBC Act from 23-Jul-2015.

Department of the Environment and Energy (2016). Threat abatement plan for
competition and land degradation by rabbits. Canberra, ACT: Commonwealth of
Australia. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/competition-
and-land-degradation-rabbits-2016. In effect under the EPBC Act from 07-]Jan-2017.

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) (2008).
Threat abatement plan for predation by the European red fox. DEWHA, Canberra.
Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/predation-
european-red-fox. In effect under the EPBC Act from 01-Oct-2008.
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Other Commonwealth Documents
Policy Statements and Guidelines Survey Guidelines for Australia's Threatened Birds. EPBC Act survey guidelines 6.2
(Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA), 2010) [Admin
Guideline].
Information Sheets Threatened Species Strategy Action Plan 2015-16 - 20 birds by 2020 (Department of the

Environment, 2015) [Information Sheet].

Federal Register of Legislative
Instruments Migratory:  List of Migratory Species (13/07/2000) (Commonwealth of Australia, 2000b)

[Legislative Instrument] as Geopsittacus occidentalis

Migratory:  List of Migratory Species - Amendment to the list of migratory species under
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section 209 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (26/11/2013) (Commonwealth of Australia, 2013af) [Legislative
Instrument] as Geopsittacus occidentalis

Threat Threat Abatement Plan for competition and land degradation by rabbits
Abatement (2016) (Commonwealth of Australia, 2017) [Legislative Instrument] as
Plan: Pezoporus occidentalis

Threatened: Declaration under s178, s181, and s183 of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 - List of threatened species,_List of
threatened ecological communities and List of threatening processes
(Commonwealth of Australia, 2000) [Legislative Instrument] as Pezoporus
occidentalis

NSW: Night Parrot - profile (Office of Environment & Heritage, 2014n) [Internet].

NT: Threatened Species of the Northern Territory - Night Parrot Pezoporus occidentalis
(Pavey, C., 2006v) [Information Sheet].

QLD: Night parrot (Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (DEHP), 2011n)
[Database].

WA: Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis)_Interim Recovery Plan for Western Australia
1996 to 1998 (Blyth, 1., 1996) [State Recovery Plan].

Priority Threat Management of Pilbara Species of Conservation Significance (Carwardine, J.,
S. Nicol, S. Van Leeuwen, B. Walters, J. Firn, A. Reeson, T.G. Martin & I. Chades, 2014).

Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) Research Plan. Developed to satisfy Condition 10 of
EPBC Referral 2010/5696 Expansion of Cloudbreak iron ore mine (Fortescue Metal Group,
2014).

The Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010 (Garnett, S., J. Szabo & G. Dutson, 2011).

NSW: Listed as Extinct (Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (New South Wales): April
2018 list) as Pezoporus occidentalis

NT: Listed as Critically Endangered (Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act
2000 (Northern Territory): 2012 list) as Pezoporus occidentalis

QLD: Listed as Endangered (Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland): September
2017 list) as Pezoporus occidentalis

SA: Listed as Endangered (National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia):
June 2011 list) as Pezoporus occidentalis

WA: Listed as Critically Endangered (Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western
Australia): January 2018 list) as Pezoporus occidentalis

IUCN: Listed as Endangered (Global Status: IUCN Red List of Threatened Species:
2017.1 list)

VIC: Listed as Regionally Extinct (Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in
Victoria: 2013 list)

NGO: Listed as Endangered (The Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010)
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Naming
Scientific name Pezoporus occidentalis [59350]
Family Psittacidae:Psittaciformes:Aves:Chordata:Animalia
Species author Gould, 1861
Infraspecies author
Reference
Other names Geopsittacus occidentalis [743]
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Distribution Map

Distribution map
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The distribution shown is generalised from the Departments Species of National Environmental Significance
dataset. This is an indicative distribution map of the present distribution of the species based on best
available knowledge. Some species information is withheld in line with sensitive species polices. See map
caveat for more information.
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Threatened Species Strategy

The night parrot is one of 20 birds that the Australian Government has prioritised resource allocation to support the species
recovery effort. This species is a priority for investment primarily because of its conservation status, uniqueness, importance to
the people of Australia and the partnership support from Bush Heritage Australia. Priority actions which may support the species
include the permanent protection of known habitat, comprehensive surveys for the species, fire management and feral predator
control.

The Threatened Species Strategy webpage includes information on other projects that may be supporting the species.
The Developing_a grooming_trap for feral cats partnership project aims to benefit the night parrot by reducing the impact that cats
are having on the species.

About the night parrot

The night parrot is a highly elusive nocturnal ground dwelling parrot found in the arid and semi-arid zones of Australia; it is one of
only three ground-dwelling parrots in Australia.

The night parrot was thought to be extinct but in 2013 it was rediscovered in Queensland (Pullen Pullen Reserve). Subsequently,
the species has been found in Goneaway National Park and Diamantina National Park in Queensland (Palaszczuk & Miles 2017)
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and near Broome in Western Australia (Jones 2017).

Where to find information

For the most current information relating to the species and to assist with regulatory considerations, refer to its Conservation
Advice.

Further information on recent sightings and night parrot ecology is available on the Night Parrot Recovery Team web site:
https://nightparrot.com.au/.

Research has been undertaken by Garnett et al. (2016), Murphy et al. (2017) and Olsen et al. (2016).

Species Profile References

Andrews, F.W. (1883). Notes on the Night Parrot. Transactions and Proceedings and Report of the Royal Society of South
Australia. 6:29-30.

Bamford, M.J. (2005). Survey for the Night Parrot Pezoporus occidentalis in the Cloud Break Project Area, Fortescue Metals
Group. Unpublished report by Bamford Consulting Ecologists to Fortescue Metals Group, Perth.

Beruldsen, G. (1956). A note on the Night Parrot. South Australian Ornithologist. 22:28.

Biota Environmental Sciences (BES) (2005). Fauna Habitats and Fauna Assemblage of the Proposed FMG Stage B Rail Corridor
and Mine Areas. Unpublished report to Fortescue Metals Group Limited, Perth.

Blyth, J. (2002). Personal communication.
Blyth, J. (2007). Personal communication.

Blyth, J., A. Burbidge & W. Boles (1997). Report on an expedition to the western desert and eastern Pilbara areas in search of the
Night Parrot Pezoporus occidentalis. Eclectus. 2:25-30.

Boles, W.E., N.W. Longmore & M.C. Thompson (1994). A recent specimen of the Night Parrot, Geopsittacus occidentalis. Emu.
94:37-40.

Brouwer, J., & S. Garnett (Eds) (1990). Threatened Birds of Australia: An Annotated List. Brouwer, J. & S. Garnett, eds. RAOU
Report 68. Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, Melbourne, and Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service, Canberra.

Cameron, A.C. (1932). Birds at Quilpie, western Queensland. Emu. 32:104-105.
Cameron, A.C. (1972). Possible sight record of the Night Parrot Geopsittacus occidentalis. Sunbird. 3:87.
Campbell, A.J. (1915). Missing birds. Emu. 14:167-168.

Davies, S.J.].F., M. Bamford & M. Bamford (1988). The Night Parrot: a search in the Lake Disappointment area, September 1987.
Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union Report (RAOU) Series. 49. Melbourne.

Davis, R.A & B.M. Metcalf (2008). The Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) in northern Western Australia: a recent sighting from
the Pilbara region. Emu. 108:233-236. CSIRO Publishing.

Davis, R.A., J.A. Wilcox, B.M. Metcalf & M.]. Bamford (2005). Fauna Survey of Proposed Iron Ore Mine, Cloud Break. Unpublished
report by Bamford Consulting Ecologists to Fortescue Metals Group, Perth.

Dingle, H. (1998). Another Night Parrot?. Eclectus. 4:19-20.

Fitzherbert, K. (2000). Newhaven Station: A New Reserve For Birds Australia. Birds Australia, Melbourne.

Ford, J. (1961). The increase in abundance of the Bourke Parrot in Western Australia, 1938-1960. Emu. 61:211-217.
Forshaw, J.M. (1981). Australian Parrots. Second (revised) edition. Lansdowne Editions & Weldon Publishing, Sydney.

Forshaw, J.M., P.J. Fullagar & J.I. Harris (1976). Specimens of the Night Parrot in museums throughout the world. Emu. 76:120-
126.

Fortescue Metals Group (FMG) (2005). Pilbara Iron Ore Project: Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) Management Plan.
Fortescue Metals Group, Perth. Available from: http://www.epa.wa.gov.au/docs/cloudbreak/PER Cloudbreak ApplL2.pdf.
[Accessed: 18-Aug-2008].

Garnett, S., G. Crowley, R. Duncan, N. Baker & P. Doherty (1993). Notes on live Night Parrot sightings in north-western
Queensland. Emu. 93:292-296.

Garnett, S.T., M. Kleinschmidt, M.V. Jackson, K.K. Zander & S.A. Murphy (2016). Social landscape of the night parrot in western
Queensland, Australia. Pacific Conservation Biology. 22(4):360-366.

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=59350 4/7


http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/59350-conservation-advice-15072016.pdf
https://nightparrot.com.au/
http://www.epa.wa.gov.au/docs/cloudbreak/PER_Cloudbreak_AppL2.pdf

8/23/2018 Pezoporus occidentalis — Night Parrot

Gibson, D.F. (1986). A Biological Survey of the Tanami Desert in the Northern Territory. Technical Report. 30. Alice Springs,
Northern Territory, Conservation Commission of the Northern Territory.

Howe, F.E. & T.H. Tregallas (1914). Rarer birds of the mallee. Emu. 14:71--84.
Ives, N.L. (1971). Possible nest of the Night Parrot in the Pilbara, Western Australia. Western Australian Naturalist. 12:11.

Jones, A. (2017). Night parrot sighting in Western Australia shocks birdwatching world. Off Track ABC News Online. Available
from: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-23/night-parrot-sighting-in-wa-shocks-birdwatching-world/8377624.

Jordan, R. (1996). A Search for the Night Parrot in the Devoncourt Area Near Cloncurry. Unpublished report to Department of
Environment, Brisbane.

Kershaw, J.A. (1943). Concerning a rare parrot. Victorian Naturalist. 59:196.

Leeton, P.R.J., L. Christidis, M. Westerman & W.E. Boles (1994). Molecular phylogenetic relationships of the Night Parrot
(Geopsittacus occidentalis) and the Ground Parrot (Pezoporus wallicus). Auk. 111:833-843.

Magrath, M.J.L., M.A. Weston, P. Olsen & M. Antos (2004). Draft Survey Standards for Birds: Species Accounts. Melbourne,
Victoria: Report for the Department of the Environment and Heritage by Birds Australia.

Maher, P.N. (1995). Night Parrot Survey, Techniques and Habitat Requirements With Notes on the Fauna of the Winton and
Cloncurry Districts. Unpublished report to Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage, Toowoomba, Queensland.

McDougall, A., G. Porter, M. Mostert, R. Cupitt, S. Cupitt, L. Joseph, S. Murphy, H. Janetzki, A. Gallagher & A. Burbidge (2009).
Another piece in an Australian ornithological puzzle - a second Night Parrot is found dead in Queensland. Emu. 109:198-203.

McGilp, J.N. (1931). Geopsittacus occidentalis, Night-Parrot. South Australian Ornithologist. 11:68-70.

Menkhorst, P.W. & A.C. Isles (1981). The Night Parrot Geopsittacus occidentalis: evidence of its occurrence in north-western
Victoria during the 1950s. Emu. 81:239-240.

Murie, J. (1868). On the nocturnal Ground-Parakeet (Geopsittacus occidentalis, Gould). Proceedings of the Zoological Society of
London. Page(s) 158-165.

Murphy, S.A., J.J. Austin, R.K. Murphy, J. Silcock, L. Joseph, S.T. Garnett, N.P. Leseberg, J.E.M. Watson & A.H. Burbidge (2017).
Observations on breeding Night Parrots (Pezoporus occidentalis) in western Queensland. Emu - Austral Ornithology.

North, A.J. (1898). List of birds collected by the Calvert Exploring Expedition in Western Australia. Transactions of the Royal
Society of South Australia. 22:125-192.

Olsen, P., J. Austin, S. Murphy & G. Dally (2016). The only known egg of the Night Parrot? A molecular and morphometric
assessment of an alleged egg from the Tanami Desert. Australian Field Ornithology. 33:211-214.

Palaszczuk, A. & S. Miles (2017). New night parrot community discovered in central west Queensl/and. Joint Statement. Premier
and Minister for the Arts The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk. Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for
National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef The Honourable Steven Miles. Queensland Government. Available from:
http://statements.qgld.gov.au/Statement/2017/3/22/new-night-parrot-community-discovered-in-central-west-queensland.

Parker, S.A. (1980). Birds and conservation parks in the north-east of South Australia. South Australian Parks and Conservation.
3:11-18.

Peters, J.L. (1986). Check-list of the Birds of the World. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Powell, B. (1970). The Night Parrot. South Australian Ornithologist. 25:208.
Roberts, G. (2007). Dead parrot flushes out other sighting. The Australian. Page(s) 5.

Sibley, C.G. & B.L. Monroe (1990). Distribution and Taxonomy of the Birds of the World. New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University
Press.

Storr, G.M. (1960). Possible occurrence of the Night Parrot in the Kimberley Division of Western Australia. Emu. 60:88.

Storr, G.M. (1986). Birds of the south-eastern interior of Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian Museum. Suppl.
26.

Sutton, J. (1923). Birds of South Australia. South Australian Ornithologist. 7:92-107.
White, S.A. (1913). Field ornithology in South Australia. Emu. 13:16-32.
Whitlock, F.L. (1924). Journey to central Australia in search of the Night Parrot. Emu. 23:248--281.

Wilson, H. (1937). Notes on the Night Parrot, with references to recent occurrences. Emu. 37:79-87.

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=59350 5/7


http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-23/night-parrot-sighting-in-wa-shocks-birdwatching-world/8377624
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2017/3/22/new-night-parrot-community-discovered-in-central-west-queensland

8/23/2018 Pezoporus occidentalis — Night Parrot

Other Links, Including Superseded Commonwealth Documents

Australian Government (2015a). The Australian Government's Threatened Species Strategy. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/strategy-home.

Carwardine, J., S. Nicol, S. Van Leeuwen, B. Walters, J. Firn, A. Reeson, T.G. Martin & I. Chades (2014). Priority Threat
Management of Pilbara Species of Conservation Significance. CSIRO Ecosystems Sciences, Brisbane.
https://publications.csiro.au/rpr/pub?list=SEA&pid=csiro:EP14416.

Commonwealth of Australia (2000). Declaration under s178, s181, and s183 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 - List of threatened species, List of threatened ecological communities and List of threatening processes.
F2005B02653. Canberra: Federal Register of Legislative Instruments. Available from:
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2005B02653. In effect under the EPBC Act from 16-Jul-2000.

Commonwealth of Australia (2000b). List of Migratory Species (13/07/2000). F2007B00750. Canberra: Federal Register of
Legislative Instruments. Available from: http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2007B00750.

Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH) (2005q). NON-CURRENT Threat Abatement Plan for Beak and Feather
Disease Affecting Endangered Psittacine Species. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/beak-feather.html. In effect under the EPBC Act from
18-Jul-2006. Ceased to be in effect under the EPBC Act from 01-Oct-2015.

Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH) (2006p). Threat Abatement Plan for Reduction in Impacts of Tramp Ants on
Biodiversity in Australia and its Territories. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/trampants.html. In effect under the EPBC Act from 10-
Aug-2006. Ceased to be in effect under the EPBC Act from 01-Oct-2016.

Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH) (2006qw). Pezoporus occidentalis in Species Profile and Threats (SPRAT)
database. Unpublished species profile. Canberra, ACT: DEH. Available from: http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-
bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon id=59350.

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) (2008adh). Threat abatement plan for competition and
land degradation by rabbits. Canberra, ACT: Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits08.html. In effect under the EPBC Act from 01-
Oct-2008.

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) (2008zzp). NON-CURRENT Threat Abatement Plan for
predation by feral cats. Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/cats08.html. In effect under the EPBC Act from 01-Oct-
2008. Ceased to be in effect under the EPBC Act from 23-Jul-2015.

Environment Australia (EA) (1999a). NON-CURRENT Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the European Red Fox. Biodiversity
Group, Environment Australia. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/foxes/index.html. In effect under the EPBC Act
from 16-Jul-2000.

Environment Australia (EA) (1999b). NON-CURRENT Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats. Biodiversity Group,
Environment Australia. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/cats/index.html. In effect under the EPBC Act
from 16-Jul-2000.

Environment Australia (EA) (1999f). NON-CURRENT Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral
Rabbits. Biodiversity Group, Environment Australia. Canberra: Environment Australia Biodiversity Group. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits/index.html. In effect under the EPBC
Act from 16-Jul-2000.

Garnett, S., J. Szabo & G. Dutson (2011). The Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010. CSIRO Publishing. Available from:
http://birdsindanger.net/taxatable.

Threatened Species Scientific Committee (2008fu). NON-CURRENT Commonwealth Conservation Advice on Pezoporus occidentalis
(Night Parrot). Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. Available from:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/59350-conservation-advice.pdf. In effect under the EPBC
Act from 03-Jul-2008. Ceased to be in effect under the EPBC Act from 14-Jul-2016.

Top

Newsletters

Caveat

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=59350 6/7


http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/strategy-home
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2005B02653
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2007B00750
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/beak-feather.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/trampants.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=59350
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits08.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/cats08.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/foxes/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/cats/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/archive/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits/index.html
http://birdsindanger.net/taxatable
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/59350-conservation-advice.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/communities-newsletter/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/subscribe.html

8/23/2018 Pezoporus occidentalis — Night Parrot

This database is designed to provide statutory, biological and ecological information on species and ecological communities,
migratory species, marine species, and species and species products subject to international trade and commercial use protected
sources including listing advice, recovery plans, published literature and individual experts. While reasonable efforts have been
made to ensure the accuracy of the information, no guarantee is given, nor responsibility taken, by the Commonwealth for its
accuracy, currency or completeness. The Commonwealth does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage that may be
occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or reliance on, the information contained in this database. The information
contained in this database does not necessarily represent the views of the Commonwealth. This database is not intended to be a
complete source of information on the matters it deals with. Individuals and organisations should consider all the available
information, including that available from other sources, in deciding whether there is a need to make a referral or apply for a
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