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Mr Keith Morris 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION & 

LAND MANAGEMENT 

KARRATHA 

Dear �-Z 

_I 

Yo11r Ref 

011r Re( 

f:11q11irirs: 202/76/8. 2 

Herewith for your information a copy of the draft record of the 9 

February 1988 meeting of the Consultative Group provided by the 

Department of Primary Industry and Energy. 

You will note that plans are proceeding for the Technical 

Consultative Group to visit the Monte Bello Islands in November of 

this year. I will be in touch with you some weeks before the visit 

is arranged. 

If you have any queries on the attached then please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

Yours sin_cere] y 

Not:'man Orr 

27 July 1988 
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MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND ENERGY 

JOHN KERIN M.P. 

CANBERRA 

PIE 88/183K May 30 1988 

GOOD PROGRESS REPORTED ON 
MARALINGA REHABILITATION STUDIES 

Primary Industries and Energy Minister, Mr John Kerin, has received a first 
hand report on the progress of rehabilitation studies being conducted at the 
former South Australian nuclear test sites of Maralinga and Emu. 

After talks yesterday with residents at the Aboriginal outstation at Oak 
Valley, about 120 km from the old Maralinga site, Mr Kerin said he was 
satisfied with progress on the project and impressed with its thoroughness. 

Six scientific studies into the nature, extent and potential hazards of the 
residual radioactivity at the former test sites are being carried out by a 
Technical Assessment Group (TAG), supp0rted by the Australian and British 
Governments. 

TAG was established in 1986 in response to the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into British nuclear tests in Australia. 

�TAG convenor, Mr Des Davy, told me that all studies were well advanced,
although there have been some unavoidable delays in obtaining, characterising
and analysing samples in the important Bioavailability Study," Mr Kerin said.

"In view of the likely significance for future Aboriginal use of the test 
sites, the TAG study program can not be completed without the results of the 
Bioavailability Study, which is underway in the United Kingdom. The study 
will establish the nature of plutonium found on material at some of the test 
sites, which in turn will determine the type of cleaf-up operation required. 
These results will be known late next year. 

"Also, two additional studies to cover geological and engineering aspects are 
essential if TAG is to fulfil its terms of reference. I have been assured 
these can be completed within the existing timeframe,'' Mr Kerin said. 

The remaining five aspects under study are anthropology, radioecology, 
inhalation, chemical analyses and regional airborne radioactivity. 

A Consultative Group comprising representatives of the Australian, UK, South 
Australian and Hest Australian Governments has been kept informed of progress 
on all studies and has expressed satisfaction with the professional approach 
employed by TAG. Mr Kerin said the Aboriginal community ·had been involved at 
all stages of the consultative process, and its representatives had confirmed 
their satisfaction with progress. 

"Obviously at the forefront of everyone's concerns is that the studies are 
thorough, and I am convinced that obligation is being met by TAG," Mr Kerin 
said. 

Further information: Jim Devine (062) 72 6649 (w) 
(062) 88 2448 (h)
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES AND HEAL TH 

Australian Radiatno11 Laboratory 
LOWER PLENTY ROAD. YALLAMBIE, VICTORIA3085 :: TELEX M31726 :: TELEPHONE: 433 2211 :: FAX: 434 5654 

In reply please quole 

INTERIM REPORT - DETECTOR MEASUREMENTS IN THE 
OAK VALLEY AREA 

-

Field measurements of radioactivity in the Oak Valley area by use of a 
high resolution germanium (Ge[HP]) detector are presented. For the purposes 
of presentation these have been divided into eight geographical areas (Fig 1). 

l. Taranaki
2. West Street
3 .. South West traverse (1) :235 deg 5 km north from West St./lOth Ave. 
4. 

5. 

&. 

7. 

8. 

Western Avenue 
North East traverse:020 deg corner Western Ave./Oak Valley Rd. 
Oak Valley Road 
Oak Valley 
S9uth_West traverse (2):225 deg 29.5 km north west, Oak Valley Rd./ 

Western Ave. 

The measurements are presented ( Figs 2 - 4) in units of ki lobecqueral per 
square metre (kBq/m2) of aniericium-241. To convert to concentrations of 
total plutonium (i.e. including all isotopes). these must be multiplied by a 
factor of about ten. N.O. denotes not detectable and the estimated standard 
deviation� are given in parentheses and refer to the least significant 
figure. ;In all three measurements in area 7 (Oak Valley), no plutonium was 
detected.; 

Subsequent to our · initial report of 4th February 1988, further 
measurements were carried out during March 1988 in areas 4, 5 and & along with 
the commencement of a 16 km traverse in area 8. Th� total measurements 
recorded so far are insufficent to definitely delineate 'the North West plume 
beyond the limit of the 1987 aerial survey. Proposed field measurements 
during July and November 1988 are: locating the North plume along 25th 
Avenue, continuation of the area 8 traverse and corrrnencement of a traverse in 
area 5 at 10 km bearing approximately 045 degrees, and a south west traverse 
off West Street between Western Avenue and 25th Avenue. 

It is not possible at this stage, in the absence of a full dose/risk 
assessment specific to the Maralinga situation, to make· definite conclusions 
about the health implications of these low levels of pl.utonium. However, a 
comparison can be made with the recommendation of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (1985) that plutonium concentrationsJ,below 0.5 Bq/g are 
considered safe for unrestricted access for a Western .'lifestyle. Assuming 
that all of the plutonium is in the top centimetre of soil, the level of 0.5 
Bq/g corresponds to a concentration of 8.5 kBq/m2 of,t plutonium or about 
O.B5 kBq/�2 of americium. All measurements north west oJ Western Avenue are 
below this level. ,;; ' 
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Cheryl Richardson 
A.R.L i 

I 
4th May 1988 










