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I,Jl. . i-IA.SLIH : 

• • • • • 3. t the beginning of ·1929 and I linked up with Gard~1'd,.-t, the.t 
ste.ge.flie hP.d j1_:;s~~en. frpo.2.nteu , .s Government Bot;hi~, I\~ had 
pr evi ou sl y beenA~1.,i~

1
For~s"t1:i Derart rnent ~ the.:.r Detitffl:iBt an 

it was decided to merge the collections of.' tLe Forests De 1)i..1.rtrnent 
1.ml the Jc ;)artment of Agricult ure; and previ ously lfi-: Cc.rne hnd 
been Botani st anc'i. Pl::.>.nt I\.rLholoe;ist , he was j oining C. 8 .I.u . O., 
consec_uei1tly Ga:cclne r was ap. ,oint etl Governwent Botanist an 
subse,~uently another i'l unt P/--'thol ogist. w,•.s ,,p ointed - A. H.J. Pitman . 

Did C,n·ne ha.ve t he title as Government Bot anist also? 

HIL l·i&'.DLl-X : Yes , his title wus Government Botonist and f l a.nt Pat hologi s t , he 
had a newer role and ut t hc1.t stage t he t wo positions were 
hvided E~nd ras sed ove r to individual offi cers , a s I se.i d , 
i trn:m. o.nd Gw.rdner . I Wat3 , in view of these o.l terations i n the 

str ucture it WP.S necessary to bring in additional office rs , 
I-LG . Elliott carre in as Assistant Pl ant Pat hol.o _i fl t and I vi rtually 
c rn11e in ultima tely when I graduated a s Assisttrnt Dotonist . '\.t tho.t 
stace Hi t hin the Dot3.ny Secti on there were only the two of us , it 
wa s the total staff , in f act we were housed in one offic e , th·0 t 
consituteJ. the office s y·,,1ce and the Eerbarium anl everythine; . 
1-le had 1 ossibl y four or five cuyiboe.rds with specinens ; I 
remembe r t wo uere in the room t hat we occupi ed ancl the rest were 
in corri dors or a nywhere t h at they coul d be put . This was in 
the old Euniciral Cou :1cil Buil cJines in .S t . Geerye I s Terro.ce 
where Com1cil House is a t ·Ghe pr esent t i me . 

;,:n . i:-J ... .SLilJ: Wh a t y1;:; 1.,1· \•iOt.,lC. t h is have been? 

; ·,-{ . i-E A.DLZ'I : Tl1j_ s woul J h<Lve been round about . . • I grc:•duo.ted a t the encl of 
19.30 s o tha t I would 11eve t nke11 up rry appointment in 1931 s o I ;a.m 
S/e'3.kine; no1-1 in terns of the e e.rly 1930 1 s this s i tu<1.tion <'l\ lied . 
T;Te ste..yed there for some number of years t hen , of course , the 

MR. ;'.fASLH 

, ress-1re of s 1 o.ce became pretty siznifi c :c:.nt and we moved up t o 
the Observc-tory T3uildi ngs , I am not (1uite sure of the year , you 
cou..ld elways check that in the fi l es. 

The si t uation up there was o_uite a de all bette r ; we h2.d a lot 
more r oom, we h ci.d an opportunity for expansi on, we bought more 
cupboards " nd spread the coJJ.ection much more profitably anc'l. became 
uch mo re access ible. Hot i de ;•l by any means i n terms of modern 

but a bi g i mprovemPnt on wha t i t had been before . 

In 1934-35 Gardner went to I~ew a s the fi r st Aus t rnli:.4n lia i s on 
officer at the Royal Bot anic Gar dens ; he wo.s away f or .a couple o 
years , o.nd I c an recall duri ne; th1.1.t period tha t I took ove r • • • 

You were by yourself? 
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m. HEADLEY: Yes I wa s 8.cti ng a s a Botm i s t . Aml. I think about that t i me l-ir . 
oyce beceme i nvolved. i n the Gitua t i on, he could stel l t:1is one 

out much rnore cl ea·ly thr.n I could , but I seem to recall that 
_1.e c '1we i nto the fiel,l rt1·ou1,u c,.1cout that time . Now i n te!'ms 
of colJ.P-c t i ng tri r,s , nd te iws of 1:;en:.; r al ,.:, c ti v"i t i es , rny asses srnent 
of Gardner, I don 1 t know 1.:1]1ether this i s t he tyre of comment you 
are seeki ng wus t h1:. t he is a pa rticulcJ.rly keen t axonomi st, 
o. taxonorni st who h d no basic tra i ni ne , he Has mostly self t aught , 
ut a man Hith tremenclous abi l i ty i n this regard; I think it was 

a litt l e 1.mfortum1.te thr-d:, he di d no t have the greater academic 
ackground bec nuse 11.e J1.ad nothi ne to J.em1 on i n tffat regard . 

But he was a ve ry [lbl ,2 man; a man who i :.:i i nclined t o be a bi t 
pedantic , not over tol er8.11t of othe r people ' s vi ews a nd I think it, 

. 1-1011..l d be fr ir to s e..y tlk t he was a r a t he r ac _ui s i ti ve person, he 
ue.s the Government I3ot onist , he \•ia.S the leacli ne; Ta.x:onomist c.nd he 
w::-.S al ,·1e.ys very anxious to keep these .s.cti vi tie s within his control : 
And from t hat point of vi ew I t hi nk t h i s coul(1 h:-ve been one of 
the 1·edson why- the t .-1xonornic work di d not expand a great deal in 
the 1930 ' s and 1940 ' s becau se of the tendencies t o keep it in c: 
very t i e;ht group . He1 was worki ne very closely a t thi s st·ge wit 

r . Bl a ckal l , uho w.0s a priv0.te co11ector , ::i.nd much of Gardner ' s 
collec tion was done &l ont:; with Bli:.,ckall. They h A<l a mobi l e 
vcn ,m,l ti1ey went off on quite extens i ve collecting tri ps that 
couJ.d have c 2,rried them i nto even weeks or r.ionths . I c aJ1 recall 
t ha t Gardner 1-rent a.Hay on 1ong servi ce l e::>.ve on one occassi on, 
purely on a coll0cting trip , he was a mos t d.eclica ted person i n 
t his r egard , and of course , he h ,x1 made copious collections in 
t he Jfi rnbe rley 1 s l ong before he was appointed Gove rnment Botoni st 
and he went up there on severol occassions subse-.. uently on 
collec t ing trips . He had t rave rse d almos t every poi nt of the 
Stcte anc"t he was oxtrewely knowl edgeabl e i n terms of uhere 
species were 1oc :::i t ed and whe re to t;O b ,, c) - n:1 -:'i ncl t he111, and of 
course , h e.cl a trenenJ.ous l;:uo,rl eclge o-:: spot pl ::.nt · .i uentificci.tion 
This w2.s a bi t of o pi tf<ill a t times be~e I f elt because the re 
were a number of occassion 1,1hen $ .. )1~1r[t conti nui ng to duplica te 
er-r·o:cs or He wer e conti nuing Hi th i dentifica t ion purely bec ause 

l . t . a t . n . , • r-..J, I we were miLci ng spo i~ns ~ ,..... ~. _ 
can r ecall one , ,:u i te precisel y even now, it was eastrolobium which 

we were calling oxylobioi des and. it was while G,~ rdner uas in Kew a 
srecimen c ame i n as a pos s i bl e toxic s pecies and , a s quite a young 
office r I was bei ng very c areful about i dentifica tions partict1l a. r l y 
when t hey involved toxic pl ants . I went back to the keys to 
work this one out , I identifi eu it a s oxyl obi oides checked u p and 
f our,d we he.d t y ed muteri al of oxylobi oi des , and it Has r~uite a 
s ouud determi nation but i t was ve1:y L

1iffe:i.·,mt fr om the pl1-1.nt 
the.t we had been consi s t ently been calline oxylobio:m.des , c; o 
I x~ sent a s _ ecimen ove r to Gar dner i n Ke,-1 v1i t h my comments an 
in clue course he wrot e b e.ck s ayi ng Yes , he was i11 full c.zreernent 
i:l.11d the pL-mt thr-1.t He h~_1d been calling oxyl obi oi des u a s in f ac t 

istinct species , Fmd I think it was subse(.:,u.ently knmm 
as Bennettsianum . But thi s was t he type of t hing , and of cou se , 
I suppose it hu.ppens with evel"J t a.,xonomi s t , you t end t o copy 
your mistelrn . m1. c thi s i s , ~G a nd not be i ng i n any uay deroge.tory 
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to G ardner 1 s c apa city to i denti fy plants , a s I s ay he did 
trer.iendous a.mount of collection , In f act a.t t i me s I often 
c-rondered if his col l ectine; u as n 1 t outst ripping his t axonomic Horn. • 
.-Je would have l arge collecti ons a t the Herbari um which were only 
pa rtially sorted out i..lrld partially mounted , this was due to 
l ack of staf f. I of course wasn 't associa ted wi th the Hark 
i n Gardner ' s l ater days of activities but I ofte n v1ondered whether 
all these s1,ec ~mens were uiti rua t e l y s ort,cd out before he retli.red . 
He a l so had an unfor t m,at e habi ti , a s I saw it, of working most 

_, _, 
- -igen L,J_y un a e;enus un ul...L 1. u re a c.;neu , .. ..Lrnu :::; u ulle .L..Lna._ 

he was a perfectionist and he wou.lc: s ay 11Well I nmst go 
the origi nal : 1abita t o:f one or two spec i es , collect some more 
mat eri al before I fimlJ_ise this " and t hen he would move on t o 
another genus and maybe come back to the ori e;inal one s i x months 
or twel ve months l a t er and then he Hoult~ fee l ,~tha t it Hou_ld be 
necess a r y to start from the begi nni ng ag,, i n , and a.s a. resul t of 
this , my assessment was he di d.n I t c om:!_~l ete nearly enough wo1·1-
in t erms of the effort he pu t i n . 

t:..,'<A//JJ j ...J. 
',JR . EASLilJ : Can you s i te any ~ s of thi s ? 

MR . i[E;,.DLEY: Yes . I c /3.11 r ecall he uorkecl on eremophilas for 2" ve r-J ext ended 
pe r iod and then se t theiil aside . He uorked on severo.l genera in 
the Cheno1)odiaceae including , if I remember correctly a triJ_•l ex &. Kochi a 
e.nd set t hem a s i de , he olso wor-ked on 2.c ac i a.s very extensi vely 
with nnich the s o.me s tory . He I cl run into a feu u inor rrobl ems c:mcl 
I would often debate with him this i dealism because I tried to 
make the point that any t cJ.Xonomic worker a fter a r eri od of t i me 
becomes outmoded by subse-'~uent uork o.nd this is no real rea son 
for Hithol di ng public o:tion , particul.::;.rly when the mo.t ericJ.l wa s 
i n such an adv cc1.nc ecl s t a::;e of 1n:·epai0 2.t i on . 

1-iil . HASLIIIT : Did he accept th:.1t fact e_t all? 

LR . HEJ\J)LEY : I uould think in part thc.t he woul d but he seemed to rather like 

i·11i. . 1-'..\SLIH : 

svi tching and I think this might have been part of his pliilosphy 
co - i t was very ver-y difficult - e.s you know , the 2-rnount of work 
tha t he published was relD.tively limited for the amount of ,wrk tha t 

e cove red . He published <1uite a l ot of new s peciesi,: he ' d get 
a round to this in due course , bec ause tha t seemed to be more 
s traight forward , tl1,d :, would be fr:.irly descriptive e.nd he 
di d a lot of r ubJ_ica t i on i n the Royal Socie t y Journo.l . He 
could f i nalise that a nd that 1,,1ould be out of t he way , but 
where it c0me to rel ating - s ay he was doi ng a monograph on a 
par t icula r e;enus, and he 1-1as running into trouble with the odd 
species , he would put it as i de . 

There i s a lot more 1.-10r k i n that. 
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.He was tremendously a ctive in the :?ois on Fl o.nt fiel d too 
although he wa s a t a,"{onornist he ho.cl a keen i nteres t in the 
poison plants and di d a tremendous amolrnt of work wit 
II .H. Bennett in this field as you know and they did publis 
one or two e:;.;:cellent 1.-ror ks . On the other hand he wo.sn I t an 
agricultur2list this , of course , lead to some problems bec ::.use 
in those t i mes the Bot any Er cn1ch 1.-1as sunposedly o.n o.gricultur elis t 
Branch as well a s a t axonomic B:c?J1ch and it wa s responsibl e 
fo r the se0d t e s ting Hark , it ue s res~,onsible for weed cont rol 

oxt.ont pl?nt introci.uct-i on znd so1ne ~ <> c:+,,r,::, 
This was a field in which Cha rles Gardner we.sn I t 

gre o.tly intere sted and conse uerrtly in u.ue c ourse it was 
found necessa ry to split the e.ctivities ::.>.nd to FJN retain the 
Bot,my :Jranch for br.'.sic elly t ~xonomic ecoloe;ical work , and 
create another brmch which wu.s the Weed Control a nd Seed 
certification Brunch to hendl e the ;;,e;ricultura l o.spects . 

W'.nen di d :rou leave the Botany Br· nch? 

i-JR . HEitDLEY : ~ix It could have been a round. ;,.bout 19 50 ( check in f iles ) 
when the new i3nmch wc1.s formed <lnd the division of e.ctivities 
took pl ace. 

HR . IIA.SLIN : Do you know the rec:.s011s why Gordner left the Forests Depa rtment? 

1-R . i lE.i\.DLEY : I felt that it meant promotion for him, a more senior position 
and t..1-ic, re had been t~ui te e. deal of deb1;.te ?.t tha t ste.e;e e.s 

lfil . HASLIH : 

to tnc desir£,.bili ty of h ~1 ving severa l collections . There 
wa s one at the,,,J~re9ts Depprtment, one a t the Department 
of ..gr i cu.ltureyax1cl':irn~ o/ a '?ess'er extent one at the university 
and these were building up a s separ c t e mini herb '.;rie. lli1ll t.he 
desi re2.bili ty of l1a \Jing them consolidR.ted of course 1-12.s 
discussed und I think tlwt manifest tha t this shoulcl t :.1ke 
place . Forest s end · gricul ture o.greecl quite readily, mri:Jm~c 
:trurx I think up to a ~ ·oint Unive rsity too , but ini tielly 
from rnernor-J the museu:.m wa s reluctant , but ultima tely all ;-.-,..., o.."' 
the collections have nm-1 become l a rgely mereed as~. , .. ,~JvJ. 

rn1.o Hou.ld have been in char ge of the uu seum collections a t 
thi:s time ? 

-iR . HZJ,.DL.G'Y : Dr . Ba ttye had overall control nnd I woulcln I t be too sun:, 
who ,-10uld have been advising him or 1.-1ho in f act Hou.lei have 
been looking afte r the collection . I thiri..k this wa s one 
of the a re;ue:ments why the collection should be t aken ove r 
by tbis consolid<1ted a rr1:~nger1ent , because it Ho.s fe.irly 
inert u.t the museum, I don 't think it had be E::n wo:i:ked on . 

MR. Mi1.SLIH : rncl why wa s it dec i ded tha t the Agri cultural Depa rtmen t should 
be the central Herbari um? 
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Well · this came about a s ~a -m~ttE:.,i·-oi policy clecision a s a 
result of discussions between Forests and Aericulture , I 
suppose it could have been j ust ns reasonable at that such 
to create a separate entity altogether to cre ate a 
St::1te Herbarium, but Dep£~rtit1ents we re Telatively srnall ti1en; 

1d :rre sumably it is i,mch e a.sier to set up ·t structure 
wi thin the fr :J.mework of a clepc1.rtment al ready exis t i ng , and 
there wa.s a tendency in othe:c States for the Herbaria to 
be 2.ssociated, or o.t least in some states with tho 
Depa:ct n;ent of · R:ricul ture . I think r ossibl v too an j 

f.c.,.ctor was at tha t time the d;.d:.c :Oer10.rtirent h ad a 
and a FL.nt r'c. tholoeist, Carne , e.nd t he Dep2.rtrnent hcd this 
useful collection - I coulcln ' t rele.te it in size to the 
collections of other instrumentalities , but it Has probobl " 
the l a rgest . 

Hhat yea r o.re wet tin~ about now? 

He c.tre t eJ..:~ing about somewhere 8rournl · bout 1930 . 

This i s just before you came ? 

; :R. . LSf,DLZY" : Yes . This was the ch£mgeover eriod . 'I'l1is wo.s when G,1r dner 
movecl froP.1 Forests , he wa s emi--loyed by ~<'orests o.t that stage 
looking afte r their collection, he came over to Agriculture , 
brought the Forests collection 1:1ith him, m1d consolid,.1.ted the 
two . 

i'rlR. HA.SL I iT : Do you lmow if he had any dealings F l 1:,11 actually havine; the 
liaison of ficer sys t em created a t all , oris it just 
fortuna te tha t he was the fi1·st one selected to be instrurnental 
e:t all in it • • • • ? 

1•i:EADLEY : He was al ways Leenly i nterested in Kew , of course , he wa s 
a.n ~nelishman. He corresponded l:Ui te e:id:,ens:i.vely with 
Kew over the years . He W•-< J.ld have cert e.inly been an 
advoca te of the creation of , l i ai son officer . I o.m not 
quit e clee.1· in my own nii.nd 1:!het her he wa s one or the promote1·s 
he could \\iell h ·, ve been and it micht be possibl e to back over 
the file s , I Jon 't whethe r· they hwve been clestr oy8J ; it was 
sort of an add hock sys tem of selection then bec au se ~~ 
it wasn ' t :fo:cm8lised ~Jt in the way that it h t1 S been 
i n liiOre recent ye o.rs through standi rn?' cornmi t .tee and the 
AustreJ..i an Agricultural Council and the 1 erson nomirn.:.tect was 
sel ected on ~uite an ad hock ba s i s . Gardner- a t that time was 
a singl e man , very keen to e;o, very appropriate ;:ierson to sehd 
and • • . . . . . . . . the initial •.......... . . 
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You mentioned that he ,ms a self educated rn11.n , do you think 
this coloured his outJ_ook ··t o.11 i n res;·,ect to any of his 
at.ti t udes t o,-.rards anything ? 

I n rny assessment ye s . Ee had a sli~li-L 1·eaction to 
f olks who were tr, i necl ~~rofessi onall y , or 2.t le -' st I 
sensecl he clicl . and ho placed "· J.ot of thi ne-s on le rni ng tJy 
pr;ctic c.1l expe rience D..nd somG of his ~ 
concJ usi on s , some of;u~c olozical atti tudes ~DC , I t hiL.,~ , 
· rove that he strongl y CTBsti oned in t his regard . 1-Ie-, 
"- ... t::t:s se,SSYYIB,-, 
was inclined t o dr w conclusions tha t in my ~~ were .not 
:filct;_~gx based on s01md rremises • 

I don I t jrnow v!het her t his is nui te 
wanting . 

.res i t I s f i ne • 

e mat eri a~ you are 

1-lR . l' iEADL~: It 1 s alwost persorn:il material anC::. I think it ,,rouJ-<' h' ve to 
be worded r, t her c· r·ofully ; but i-L i s rny assessment 
and I could be '}ite wrong in this ree;a rd . 

Pett . riASLD-! : What I :1m trying to do is buil d u r a picture as :Cai· as possibl e 
of Gardne r a nd his 

0
rofessional side of things , to a certai n 

degr ee . I don ' t want to pry . 

hR . HBl~DLEY : J u s t getting a r ound to personalities , I fouriJ tha t ,.1lthough 

1.;n . i 1i.SLI K: 

I di sagreed with him on ciuite a f ew technical poi nt s I f ou -:1d 
him 8- tremendous fellow and < 1.-Jonderful f r i end , he was 
a j oll y f i ne chap , very hos pi table man and e.l s o he v!as 
Dn exc el lent arti st, I don I t know Hhcther you h2ve seen e_ny 
of hi s paintings , but I would cl a ss h i m as be i ng a ve ry 
good a rti s t arnl of course a very e;ood line draught sman 
t oo , his drawings are outstnnd1!'J Ae;~ i n , of course , as I s , w 
i t he s_;:ent 1:, tremendous amotmt of time on his l i ne d r awi ngs 
whi ch I thoueht coulJ. have be en more ,:.'rofit'l.bly spent on 
stri ctl y texcmor1ic work, but agai nst tha t of course , i t Has 
necessary to h t ve the ,;e drawi ngs and i f ho h, .cln I t clone them 
who 1:1ould 7 s o that you hnre j ust e;ot t o b·,l ance these up . 
This I thirik detracteJ. frOHl the speed whi ch he u, .der·took his 
,,,ork . 

Dill you knou "81::.dJ l l , _t, ,tll? 

;;n . LElcDL~: Oh yes . Yes I knew I3lackall very Hel l . Ile was a very 
dedic :ted medico of course , in fac t , i n hi s l otte r yee.rs 
he s. ent more time botc.nisi ne; tlrnn he J. i d undert ,?.king 
medical work . He v.ras e:;~ti·ernely keen . He was i n the 
middle of the prepara ci on of h i s J:i'lora course v.rhen he 
di ed ve r y very suddenly, and ver-:1 sD_d s i tuati on . I can 
recall he came to see me one day and sai 
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nwell , I won 1 t be here in a few weeks t i me 11 c•.nd I s2.i d 
why are you going on holidays are you e;oing oversee.s 
and he said : 111Jo I have an incurable disease n a nd withi n 
a month he was dead . It was as sudden a s that . In thet 
short peri od he d i d everythine to put his house i n order 
lil.e made provi2ions i n his wi ll for hi s flora to be conti nued , 
in f a.ct, hrs . i.3lackall di d approo.ch me to find out uhether 
I was preparecl to carry on wi th his flora but at that stage 
I had movec.l over to the ecomomic work and firstly I wasn ' t 

UL't: i'lllt:: l,llc l' .L Wo.b cum1-

have the opportunity to dm it. 
over by Dr . Gri eve. 

~ r, anu seconcuy 1. cnun 
Subse1,uently it we.s talcen 

·"1e.t sort of provisions were made? 

ER . HEADLEY : Financi e.l prnvi sions . 

i•iR . i'!A.SUH: How di d Blackall become so i nterested i n the Flora ? 
A rn •tural i nterest do you think? 

,·m , HEADLEY : A natural i nterest - I thinl .. tha t lots of Doctors lrve an 
interest in Botany, and it seems to be a linkage I noticed 
ove r the ye a.rs a nd Blo.ckal l i n J e.rticula.r lic d ;, very keen 
interest . In fr. ct he bouc;ht the mobile c· rave.n thb.t 

J,ffi . t•iASLH 

I referred to earli e r , tha t was mmed by him , this is the 
one that he 2.nd Gardner spent r~ui te l engthy periods a t 
_ui te out of the way 2l aces •.. . .. . ..... 

These would all be on record I presume the trips that 
Gc.irdner di d with Blackall. 

Hit . HEADLEY: Oh I thinl{ you uoulu pick those up fro,n Garclne r I s note books 
i f they are still uvail abl e ( 11Yes , of course. 11 ) in the 
H0rbariu.rn, you would find those . I t is j utJt r ossibl e tha t 
you coulcl. borrow Blaclwll Is notebooks from the University. 
I would imagi ne Prof . Grieve or the Botany De~ ,•.rtnient o 

HR . LIN: 

the U i v01·si tv 1-.ro"JlJ still have them . 

Kevin Kenneally is looki ng a fte r Blackall and that si de o· 
things • 

ill . i•u~lDLEY : Yes , but the linlme;e is t11ere . 

• . • • l argel y coi nc i dental , a s I menti oned in the e arly stages 
I was doi ng a certain amoun t of taxonomic work . I departed 
from thi s for two re11.sons; r ossibly the first wa s that I 

ad a greater inter0st in eco11011ic botany and:x:&rn11iNXJ.r 
agricultural botany and secondly I ma.de the :i::oint ea1·~ i er t hat 
it was a little difficult to become i nvol ved independently 
i n t axonomic work 
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i-iR . 1-iEA.DLEY : • • • a t that ::;tuc;e . Cne fomx1 tJ.1,1.t this wa ::; r· tLe:c cJifficult , 

~ .... I,. : :.s1rn : 

i·iR . HBr1.D1:;y: 

HR. l iASLiiT: 

I think you c r.n e;e t my me ani ng . ·.ncl conse_uently, my colJ_ecti ng 
rips wen; :i;::;,:j:-~JN:~rl l a r goly coincidento.l or 

contingent on visits NJli to a reas for other purposes . I Eade 
very fe\,r specific collecti ng trips. e . g . ~x I n 1930 ' s 
whil e hr , G rdner war:; i:J.t Ecw , i n f act, I investi g~ ted some 
stock l osses on t he Gascoyne and a t stt1.,c,,e made • .. col l ection 
of pl:Jnt s i n the Murchi son- Gasc oyne a rea , but th t extended 
only ove r 1::. COi.lple of weeks . I cJ.i d make a trip to :-'srer~ ne e 
i n the •--:,11 i te e· rly d , ys with I-1r . Fi t zha.rding who was then 
the Chi ef I nspector of the New ,::iouth ' Tel es Bank , odd trips 
of thr.t na ture , but I uo.s neve r 2 gre at collector . 

Did. you kee.,_ field books ? 

Yes , but wbe:ce they ,re now I just wouldn ' t knoH . 
about the 1930 1 s . Yes I di d keep f i el d books they 
been left with the He :L'bari uru, they could uell have 
destroyed by noH . 

.A.YJ.d what about recent :&:GtiET,±,,,i:N!rrsx collecting ? 

·:e , re t Dlki ng 
wo1.1ld have 
been 

NR . IIE;1.:i:) J..,EY: 8ollectint:; 1-1ould have been restricted to economic s ~· ec i es -
I haven ' t collec t ed na t i ve species f or many m:~1y yea.rs . 

'- iR.. HASLI N: And t here a re no field books for these ? 

HR . 1,2;1.DL:-:;Y: Ho . They Hould have been just odd spec i 111en s I ,JOuld lnve 
notice d in whiC::.-1 I mi ght }wve been i nterested &.nd they would 
have been submitt ed to the Herba riUI:J. i n the normal way 
ju s t 1::i th the loc ,'ct ion and the :icrd:Rt rel evont i nform" t i on 
at t h2.t s t s.ge . -::ut t 11ere wouid be no conti nuity about this. 
I have oli.-rays ret e.i ned c.n inte rest i n botuny c.nd. If I see a 
pl c.:.nt t h· t I t hink i s s i gni fic ant End I don 1 t know i t t hen 
I make it my busi ness to Xlir: p:..1.ss it on to the Ifo rba riurn fo r 
i dent i fic a tion. 

t'lR . l !ASLIIT: The s e are n:::i.t i ve r l;:int s ? 

l iEi,DU-:Y: Well yes; occ o.si onaJLy a nt tive pl e.nt , but not very oftrm 

f·ili . 111\SLIK: 

I am afr 1:: i d my work s e;l don t ake s me i nto areas noH where there 
would be na tive ~,1 2.nts of e;rea t interest , ce rta i nl y they 
\·rouldn I t be i·:ell knmm . 

ne final t hing . Gardner and 
or i gina t e , come to f ruition. 
wi th it? 

oexmetts , the i r work how di 
Did y ou have anythj ng to do 

thi s 

HR. 1-1EADLK'Y : Only indi rectl y , i· s I ment i oned G2.rdner , lw.ays h D.cl ,~n interest 
in to;~i c pl 2.nts . He ha ndl ed the i:tlxro:: i dentific ation very 
a.bly. But h e.d to rely to a l ar e;e e:x:tent in the e,•.rly on c.l most 
~'IDOC circumst,,nti a l evidence, on fiel d evi denc e , f ar rne r 1 s 
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HR . MEADL -n,-y : advice ,,s to 
i nciclencc o 
~- :coper-ty . 
an i nterest 
linkage , t 
and I thin 
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wiw:i:, llfac.l ~i.q,pened [tnd then try to rela t e the 
a susp0cted speci es to s tock los,3es on the 

c Subser~uently Dr . 'Jen.netts developed xbwc 
in the toxicoloey a.nd there was an obvious 

two s i dc~s of it were equ aL1.y i m 'Ortent 
it wa s most fo rtum1te that G'·' rdm,r ;_, nd Bennett 

:1ho were close f 1·iendi:; i :nciclentc1lly , got tocether 1-: ncl 
published ,1_u i t e a lot of materi al a.s separate a11d 
ulti mat ely of course published the poi son pl ants of 
'.Jes tern i,w,, treJ_i a . Prior to th,, t of c ourse , Ga rdner n , 
al so publi shed a book in con jrn.1ction 1:ii th :-Jest Austral i an 
News~ apers , c1 nd the next s t n-ee from t h t was the r aison 
f l ant s of 1.Jestern 'us tralio. 




