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Start Duration Presenter Subject 

8.30 10 min Jana Sturis, RCC 
Welcome & 
introduction to the day 

8.40 25 min Jana Sturis, RCC The value of roadside vegetation 

9.05 25 min Jana Sturis, RCC Fact sheet and guidelines on clearing 
native veQetation 

9.30 30 min Kylie Payne, RCC Managing Special Environmental Areas in 
road reserves 

10.00 20 min SMOKO 

10.20 35 min Jana Sturis, RCC 
Best practice methods for clearing native 
veQetation 

10.55 30 min 
Dr Harmohinder 

Identification and management of weeds 
Dhammu, DAFWA 

11.25 35 min 
Justin Corrigan , Fire management and vegetation 
FESA assessment 

12.00 45 min LUNCH 

12.45 
~1 hr 30 

All Site visit 
min 

2.15 15 min All 
Questions, review of afternoon, feedback 
forms 

2.30 CLOSE 



Session 1 

Values of Roadside 

. Vegetation 



Preservation of W ildflow ers 
in WA 

:.-Two major points: 

, More wildflower reserves 

, Wider local and main roads 

:,.. Recommendations to Cabinet included: 

, New roads in alienated land, min. road width 5 chains 

(100m) 

, New roads in Crown land, min. road width 10 chains 

(200m) 

:.- investigation into existing road reserves to see what 
can be widened 

, Cabinet agreed to recommendations 

:,.. Signed by Premier in 1962 

Roadside Conservation 
Committee history 

, Formed due to community 
concern 

, Coordinate and promote the 
conservation and effective 
management of roadside 
vegetation 

, 1969 - 1971 Road Verge 
Conservation Committee (RVCC) 

, 1973 - 1983 RVCC reformed 

, 1985 - present Roadside 
Conservation Committee 

Roadside Conservation 
Committee 

Member representatives of the RCC: 

- DEC 

- FESA 

- Main Roads WA 

- Western Power 

- DAFWA 

- Brookfield Rail 

- ATCO Gas Australia 

- WALGA 

- Shire ofToodyay 

- City of Joondalup 

- Conservation Council of WA 

- Wildflower Society of WA 
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Services of the RCC 

Works with managers and uses of road and rail 
reserves to maintain and enhance reserve 
values 

, Advice on management issues 

, Training 

,, Vegetation management plans 

, Roadside conservation value mapping 

,, Recognition of high conservation value roads 
through the Flora Roads program 

Roadside Vegetation 

The roads of Australia 

40 laps! 
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Two distinct types of roadside 
, Contrasting adjoining land use 

- Crops, grazing or urban 

, Continuous vegetation 

- What's on the roadside is "the same" as outside the 
road reserve 

What are roadside values? 

Biodiversity values 
', Flora and Fauna 

- Wildlife habitat 

- Corridors 

- Black Cockatoos 

- Red-tail Phascogale 

- Black Flanked Rock 
Wallaby 
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Biodiversity values 
:,.- Remnant Vegetation 

• Biodiversity 

• Revegetation 

, Scientific/Education 

Vegetation types rep rese nt ed by less than 30% = eco1ocically end angered 

Vegetation types re pr ese nt ed by less than 10% = critical ly endangered 
Noriono/Objccf ivts ond Torgc/J for BlodivcrJily Conurvo//on 1001-1005 (Environment Australia) 

Landcare values 

• Stock shelter 

• Crop she lier 

• Erosion 

• Salinity 

Cultural values 

• Indigenous sites 

:.- European Historical areas 
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Aesthetic values 

,. Community perceptions 
and expectations 

, Tourism 

Morawa 
V:·/ltljlmvrrlhim 

' • ' I 

Country $ in Millions 
Spent 

UK 264 

Singapore 228 

Malaysia 220 

USA 110 

New Zealand 108 

Indonesia 93 

China 77 

Germany 70 
Tour~m WA, March 201 I 
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Session 2 

Legislation in Road 

Reserves · 



Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

NATIVE VEGETATION 
FACT SHEET 

Native vegetation clearing legislation 
in Western Australia 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

Some facts from the State of the Environment 
report Western Australia draft 2006 (adapted 
from pp151-156, Environmental Protection 
Authority, Government of Western Austra lia) : 

* Broadscale clearing of native vegetation, both 
historic and current is a major threatening process 
affecting biodiversity in Western Australia. 

* The Wheatbelt region as a whole retains only 7% 
of its native vegetated area on average (in some 
areas remaining native vegetation was estimated to 
be as low as 1.8% in 2004). 

* The urban area of Perth has doubled since the 
1970s and this has resulted in the clearing of large 
areas of native vegetation and fragmentation of that 
remaining. 

* Presently the main drivers of native vegetation 
clearing in WA are population and urban expansion 
in the South West, and expansion of the mining 
sector in the rest of the State. 

Summary of current responses 

As well as regulating the clearing of native vegetation, 
other responses are also recommended including; an 
action plan (with the Commonwealth government), 
revegetation groups, regional natural resource 
management strategies, off-reserve conservation 

Native vegetat ion leg islat ion 

Regulat ion 4 of the Soil and Land Conservation Regulations 
7992 was repealed and replaced by amendments to the 
Environmental Protection Act 7986 (EP Act) in 2004. 
Under this legislation, clea ring is not genera lly permitted 
where the biodiversity va lues, land conservation and 
water protection ro les of native vegetat ion would be 
significantly affected. 

(e.g. Bush Forever, the Roadside Conservation 
Committee, Land for Wildlife and Conservation 
Covenant programs), land use planning policy 
and local government (partnership projects and 
strategies). 

Implicat ions 

Native vegetation has already been cleared below 
safe ecological limits on some areas, especially 
the Wheatbelt and parts of the Swan Coastal 
Plan and South Coast; the salinity problem in the 
Wheatbelt and South West is one direct result. 
Further fragmenta tion, decline of condition and 
extinction is likely if clearing continues. Expansion 
of Perth suburbs and other towns all over the State 
will continue to drive clearing of native ecosystems. 
Clearing also negatively impacts on remnant 
vegetation by increasing edge effects, reducing 
the ability of animals to move between patches 
of suitable habitat, reducing colonisation ability 
of remaining plants, and increasing susceptibility 
to weed and Phytophthora dieback infestations. 
All community members benefit when native 
ecosystems are retained, as these ecosystems 
underpin the economy and society. Consequently all 
people have a role in preventing further clearing and 
protecting existing areas of native vegetation, not 
just landholders. 

'Native vegetat ion ' as defi ned in the EP Act and 
Regulations 

'Native vegetation' means indigenous aquatic or 
terrestrial vegetation, and includes dead vegetation 
unless that dead vegetation is of a class declared by 
regulation to be excluded from this definition but does 
not include vegetation in a plantation (Environmental 
Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 
2004, section 3(1)); 



'Na tive vegetation ' has the mea ning given by sect ion 3 (1) 
but does not include vegetat ion tha t was inten tiona lly 
sown, planted or propagated unless : 

(a) that vegetation w as sow n, planted or propagated as 
requ ired under this Act or another w ritten law; or 

(b) that vegeta tion is of a class declared by regu lat ion to 
be included in this def init ion (EP Act Sect ion 51A) 

'Clearing' as defin ed in th e EP Act 

Clearing means; 

(a) the killing or destru ct ion of; 

(b) the remova l of ; 

(c) the severing or ringba rking of t runks or stems of ; or 

(d) the doing of any other substant ial damage to, some 
or all of the nat ive vegetation in an area, and includes the 
drain ing or f looding of land, the burn ing of vegetat ion, 
the grazing of stock, or any other act or act ivit y, that 
causes : 

(e) the killing or destruct ion of ; 

(f) the severing of trun ks or stems of; or 

(g) any other substantial damage to, some or all of the 
native vegetat ion in an area; 

Wh at are Environment ally Sensitive Areas? 

There are a number of Environmenta lly Sens itive Areas 
(ESAs) w ithin Western Aust ralia w here exemptions 
in regu lat ions do not app ly. Section 51 B of the EP Act 
allows the Minister to declare ESAs. To view ESAs visit 
the 'Native Vegetation M ap Viewer' accessib le at: 
www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc w ith in the 'data' tab. If you 
wa nt to cl ear nat ive vegetat ion in an ESA, you shou ld 
contac t your loca l Nat ive Vege tation Off icer who w ill 
help you determine if you are exempt 

What is riparian vegetation? 

'Riparian vegetat ion' mea ns the dist inct ive vegetat ion 
associated wi th a wetland or w ate rcourse. 

When do I require a perm it? 

All clear ing of native vegeta tion req uires a permit 
unless it is exempt. There are exemptions for day-to-day 
act ivit ies that have a low environ mental impact (refer to 
Fact Sheets 5, 6, 7 and 9). Exempt ions do not apply in 
ESAs (refer above) . 

What are the 10 clearing principles? 

Under sect ion 510 of the EP Act, the CEO must have 
regard to 10 clea ring princ iples when deciding to grant, 
or refuse, a perm it. The CEO must also have 1·egard to 
planning inst ruments (such as town planning schemes) 
and ot her re levant matters. The 10 Principles, as specif ied 
in Schedule 5 of the EP Act , are listed below : 

(a ) Native vegetat ion should not be cleared if it comprises 
a high level of biolog ica l diversity. 

(b) Native vegetat ion shou ld not be cleared if it comprises 
the whole or a part of, or is necessa ry for the maintenance 
of, a significant habitat fo r fauna indigenous to Western 
Aust ra lia. 

(c) Native vegetat ion shou ld not be cleared if it includes, 
or is necessary for the cont inued ex istence of, rare fl ora . 

(d) Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises 
the w hole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance 
of a threa tened eco logical communi ty. 

(e) Nat ive vegetation should not be cleared if it is 
significant as a remnant of nat ive vegetation in an area 
that has been extensive ly cleared . 

(f) Nat ive vegeta t ion shou ld no t be clea red if it is growing 
in, or in association w ith, an environment associated 
w ith a watercourse or wetland . 

(g) Native vegetation shou ld no l be cleared if the 
clearing of the vegetat ion is likely to cause apprec iab le 
land degradat ion . 

(h ) Nat ive vegetat ion shou ld not be cleared if the 
clearing of the vegetat ion is like ly to have an impact 
on the environmenta l values of any adjacent or nea rby 
conservation area. 

(i) Nat ive vegetation should not be clea red if the clea ring 
of the vegetat ion is li ke ly to ca use deteriora tion in the 
qual ity of surface or underground water. 

(j ) Native vegetat ion should not be cleared the clea ring 
of the vegeta tion is likely to cause, or exacerbate, the 
incidence or intensity of flooding . 

W hat if I clear without a permit? 

Refer to Fact Sheet 2 'Clearing Offences and Penalti es' 
and Fact Sheet 3 'Compl iance Inspections and 
Clearing Laws' for information about pena lt ies and 
inspections. 
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More information 

Fact Sheet 2: Clearing Offences and Penalties 

Fact Sheet 3: Compliance Inspections and Clearing 
Laws 

Fact Sheet 4: Complying with your Clearing Permit 

Fact Sheet 5: Mining and petroleum act ivities 

Fact Sheet 6: Fire prevention and control , collection 
of firewood and harvesting of wi ldflowers, seeds, 
sandalwood and t imber 

Fact Sheet 7: Clearing previously cleared land, 
grazing on and management of pastoral leases and 
Pastoral Lands Board requirements 

Fact Sheet 8: Clearing in specific existing or 
potent ial Water Supply Catchments 

Fact Sheet 9: When do I require a permit? 

Fact Sheet 10: How do I apply for a clearing 
permit? 

Legislation 

This document is provided for guidance on ly. It should 
not be relied upon to address every aspect of the relevant 
leg islat ion . Please refer to the Environmental Protection 
Act 1986 and Environmenta l Protection (C learing of 
Nat ive Vegetation) Regulations 2004, ava ilable from the 
State Law Publ isher. Free electronic copies are ava ilable 
from www.slp.wa .gov.au 

Compliance assistance documents 
Additional publications re lat ing to clearing laws, clear ing 
permits and applica tion forms are ava ilable on line from 
www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc or can be requested by phoning 
9219 8744. 

Compliance advice 
For advice on complying with your permit, or any other 
related matter, please contact DEC's Native Vegetation 
Conservation Branch on 9219 8744. 

For permits related to mineral and petro leum activities 
contact Department of M ines and petro leum on 

9222 3570 . 
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Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

When do I require a permit? 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

When do I require a permit? 

All clearing of native vegetation requires a permit 
unless it is exempt. 

How can I check if my activity is exempt? 

This fact sheet only discusses a portion of the most 
common exemptions set out in the Environmental 
Protection . (Clearing of Native Vegetation) 
Regulations 2004 for day-to-day activities that have 
a low environmental impact. These exemptions do 
not apply in identified Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas (refer Fact Sheet 1 ). 

Fact Sheets 5, 6, and 7 discuss a portion of other 
exemptions for specific activities. 

The Environmental Protection Act 1986, Schedule 6 
details in what circumstances no permit is required 
to clear native vegetation (usually due to the 
jurisdiction of other legislation etc) . 

For full details on all the exemptions a publication 'A 
guideline to the exemptions and Regulations for 
Clearing of Native Vegetation' is available at: 
www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc or contact the Department 
of Environment and Conservation (see over for 
contact details) . 

Some exemptions are limited to a total of one 
hectare per year 

The types of clearing referred to below, together 
with other limited clearing allowed under regulations, 
may not exceed one hectare in a financial year. If 
more than one hectare needs to be cleared, a 
permit must be obtained. 

Clearing to construct a building or structure 

Clearing of native vegetation for the 
establishment of a dwelling, shed or other 
building or structure is exempt provided that 
other relevant approvals have been obtained, 
such as local government building approval , and 
the clearing must only be to the extent 
necessary. 

This provision does not apply in riparian 
vegetation (refer Fact Sheet 1 ), as this is 
sensitive vegetation that has important 

NATIVE VEGETATION 
FACT SHEET 

ecological functions and should not be cleared 
under exemption. 

New fence lines, vehicle and walking tracks 

The exemption for new fence lines allows the 
owner to clear a strip of native vegetation on 
private property to provide access for fence 
maintenance or construction . Clearing may 
also be carried out to construct a vehicle or 
walking track. To help prevent degradation, 
construction of vehicle tracks within sensitive 
riparian vegetation is generally not allowed. 
However, where there is no reasonable 
alternative route, and the access track is 
necessary for the commercial activities of the 
property, it may be sited in riparian vegetation . 
For this exemption to be valid the track must 
be at least 100 metres away from any other 
cleared land that could be used for the 
purpose intended for that track. This may 
include vehicle tracks, walking tracks or other 
cleared areas. 

Isolated trees, domestic woodwork and 
firewood 

You can clear an isolated tree that is more 
than 50 metres from any other native 
vegetation. Additionally you can take trees for 
domestic use in woodwork or for firewood if the 
taking will not kill the tree. 

Maintenance of existing cleared areas around 
infrastructure 

The regulations specify that you may clear to 
maintain existing cleared areas around 
infrastructure if the area was legally cleared 
within the previous 10 years, to the same 
extent of the previous clearing for the following 
purposes: 

• around a building or structure; 

• for a fire risk reduction area for a building; 

• to maintain an area along a fence line; or 

II 



Where clearing for the specified purpose was done 
more than 10 years ago, certain defined limits apply 
as follows 

• around a building or structure - maximum of 20 
metres; 

• for a fi re risk reduction area for a building -
maximum of 20 metres; 

• to maintain an area along a fence line -
maximum of 5 metres; or 

• to maintain a vehicle or walking track -
maximum of 5 metres. 

What if I clear without a permit? 

Fact Sheet 2 'Clearing Offences and Penalties' and 
Fact Sheet 3 'Compliance Inspections and Clearing 
Laws' provide information about penalties and 
inspections. 

More information 

Legislation 

This document is provided for guidance only. It 
should not be relied upon to address every aspect of 
the relevant legislation . Please refer to the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 and 
Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native 
Vegetation) Regulations 2004, available from the 
State Law Publisher. Free electronic copies are 
avai lable from www.slp.wa .gov.au . 

Compliance assistance documents 

Additional publications relating to clearing laws , 
clearing permits, and appl ication forms are available 
online from www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc or can be 
requested by phon ing 9219 8744 . 

Compliance advice 

For advice on complying with your permit, or any 
other related matter, please contact your nearest 
DEC office : 

Albany 9842 4500 
Bunbury 9725 4300 
Geraldton 9921 5955 
Karratha 91431488 

Kununurra 9168 4200 
Manjimup 9771 7988 
Narrogin 9881 9222 
Perth 9219 87 44 

For applications related to mineral and petroleum 
activities contact Department of Mines and 
Petroleum on 9222 3570. 
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Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

How to apply for a permit to clear 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

The Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) 
requires that the person undertaking any clearing of 
native vegetation must hold a permit, unless the 
clearing is for an exempt purpose (refer to Fact 
Sheet 9) . These laws apply to all private and public 
land throughout Western Australia . 

If you are unsure if your proposed clearing activity 
requires a permit contact your local Department of 
Environment and Conservation (DEC) Office for 
information . If you do require a permit, an 
application to clear will need to be submitted to 
DEC. 

Steps involved in applying for a permit to clear 
native vegetation 

Step 1 Initial inquiry: 

To make your initial inquiry and proposal to clear 
native vegetation contact your local DEC office 
(contact numbers are listed at the end of this Fact 
Sheet) . 

What types of permits are there? 

There are two types of permits: 

Area Permits - are used when the applicant is the 
owner of the land or when the applicant is doing the 
clearing on behalf of the owner of the land and has 
written authority to do so. Area permits are for a 
defined area. 

Purpose Permits - can be used when the applicant 
is not the owner of the land they wish to clear but 
have authority under a written law or permission to 
access the land to undertake clearing . Purpose 
permits are usually for clearing of different areas 
from time to time for a specified purpose. 

Step 2 Submit application and pay application 
fees: 

Application forms are available at 
www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc within the 'forms' tab , or 
from your local DEC office . 

NATIVE VEGETATION 
FACT SHEET 

The Assessment process 

Step 1 

Initial enquiry and proposal 

requiring clearing 

I, 

Step 2 

Provide basic information 

to DEC (application form) 

I, 

Step 3. 

Assessment and 

possible site visit by DEC 

You may be 
to provide m 

asked 
ore 

information a t this 
stage 

Step4 

Decision - permit 

granted or refused 

' 
Step 5 

Possible Appeal 
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To subm it your application you must provide: 

• A completed application fo rm; 

• Correct application fee (pay by cheque or credit 
card fees are detailed in the application forms) ; 
and 

• Aerial photograph or map showing north and 
clea rly indicating the area you propose to clear. 

Submit you r application and payment to: 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

Native Vegetation Conservation Branch 

Locked Bag 1 04 Bentley Delivery Centre 

BENTLEY WA 6983 

For any queries about completing your application 
contact DEC on 9219 8744. If you submitted your 
application without all of the above it will be declined 
and you will be advised. 

Any further information that you have on the 
property , such as flora reports or bore readings, can 
also be included with your appl ication to help DEC 
assess you r application . This information is not 
compulsory with your application . 

Step 3 Assessment: What happens after I submit 
my application for a permit? 

At this stage a DEC offi cer may contact you to 
arrange a site visit that may include other relevant 
officers (e.g. from the Department of Agricultu re and 
Food or Department of Water) . You may be required 
to provide additional or more detailed information to 
help complete the assessment. 

Your application will be assessed for impacts on a 
wide range of environmental issues including 
biodiversity , land degradation and water quality 
(refer Fact Sheet 1 for the 10 clearing principles and 
other definitions). 

Step 4 Decision: 

The Chief Executive Officer of DEC (or a delegate) 
wil l decide to either grant the permit or refuse the 
permit. The permit may be subject to cond itions . 

Step 5 Possible Appeal: 

The applicant or a th ird party can appeal the 
decision or conditions of the permit. Appeals on a 
decision to grant or refuse a permit, or appeals on a 
condition of a permit are made to the Minister for the 
Environment through: 

The Office of the Appeals Convenor 

Level 22 Forrest Centre 

221 St George's Terrace, PERTH WA 6000 

Tel : 6467 5190 Fax: 6467 5199 

Email : admin@appealsconvenor.wa.gov.au 

Web: http://www.appealsconvenor.wa.gov .au 

What if I clear without a permit? 

Fact Sheet 2 'Clearing Offences and Penalties ' and 
Fact Sheet 3 'Compliance Inspections and Clearing 
Laws' provide information about penalties and 
inspections. 

More information 

Legislation 

This document is provided for guidance only. It 
should not be relied upon to address every aspect of 
.the relevant legislation . Please refer to the 
En vironmental Pro tection Act 1986 and 
Environmental Protection (C learing of Native 
Vegetation) Regulations 2004, available from the 
State Law Publisher. Free electronic copies are 
available from www.s lp.wa.gov.au . 

Compliance assistance documents 

Additional publications relating to clearing laws, 
clearing permits , and application forms are available 
online from www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc or can be 
requested by phoning 9219 87 44. 

Compliance advice 

For advice on complying with your permit, or any 
other related matter, please contact your nearest 
DEC office: 

Albany 9842 4500 Kununurra 9168 4200 

Bunbury 9725 4300 Manjimup 9771 7988 

Geraldton 9921 5955 Narrogin 9881 9222 

Karratha 91 43 1488 Perth 92 19 8744 

For appl ications related to mineral and petro leum 
activities contact Department of Mines and 
Petroleum on 9222 3570. 
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Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

NATIVE VEGETATION 
FACT SHEET • 

Information for purpose permit holders 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

Purpose permit ho lders implement complex 
programs of works for specific purposes (e.g. 
clearing of a number of areas of native vegetation 
for purposes such as road widening or installing 
new infrastructure). The fo llowing documents have 
been developed to assist purpose perm it holders to 
understand the conditions of their purpose permit 
in order to comply: 

• Getting to know your purpose permit 

• Guide to developing an offset proposal 

• Fact Sheet 11 Direct and contributing 
Offsets 

Getting to know your purpose permit 

This A3 document provides an examp le of a pu rpose 
permit, including examples of conditions that may 
be a requirement of this type of permit. It provides 
explanatory notes on the permit and the conditions 
to assist permit holders in complying with their 
permit. 

Purpose permit holders are provided w ith this guide 
with their permit or it can be accessed at: www.dec. 
wa.gov.au/nvc 

Guide to developing an offset proposal 

Deve loping and offset proposa l is a common 
condition of both purpose permits and area permits 
where the clearing maybe or is at variance to one 
of the clearing principles (this information w i ll be 
outlined in the permit decision report) . The offset 
condition often applies in areas where levels of 
native vegetation are very low. 

Offset proposals must be approved by the CEO of 
DEC prior to the commencement of clearing. 

The guide is an example of how to develop an 
offset proposal in order to comply with an offset 
cond ition and contains exp lanatory notes. It wil l 
assist the permit holder to exhibit exactly how they 
intend to offset the loss of native vegetation that 
they have been permitted to clear. 

This guide is provided to al l native vegetation 
clearing permit holders who are required to develop 
an offset proposal as a condition of their permit. 

Fact Sheet 11 Direct and contributing offsets 

This fact sheet provides information on two types 
of offsets and is an extract from the Environmenta I 
Protection Authority 's "Position Statement No. 9 -
Environmental Offsets (January 2006) and adapted 
for applicants of permits to clear native vegetation. 

Legislation 

This document is provided for guidance only. 
It should not be rel ied upon to address every 
aspect of the relevant legislation . Please refer 
to the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and 
Environmental Protection (C learing of Native 
Vegetation) Regulations 2004, available from the 
State Law Publisher. Free electronic copies are 
available from www.slp.wa.gov.au 

Compliance assistance documents 

Additional publications re lating to clearing laws, 
clearing permits and application forms are available 
online from www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc or can be 
requested by phoning 9219 8744. 

Compliance advice 

For advice on complying with your permit, or any 
other related matter, please contact DEC's Native 
Vegetation Conservation Branch on 9219 8744 

For permits related to mineral and petroleum 
activities contact Department of Mines and 
petroleum on 9222 3570. 
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Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

NATIVE VEGETATION 
FACT SHEET 

Information for maintaining existing 
transport corridors 
Environmental Protection Act 7986 

Maintain ing transport corridors is important to road 
safety and the longevity of infrast ructu re. Roadsides 
and railway reserves may be important areas for 
nat ure conservation and in many areas are the 
only linkages or corridors between patches of 
remnant vegetat ion. The following documents 
provide information about when clearing of native 
vegetation to maintain existing transport corridors 
is exempt or not, and best management practices to 
prevent degradation of native vegetation. 

'A Guide to Exempt ions for Clearing Native 
Vegetat ion for Maintenance in Exist ing Transport 
Corridors' Department of Environment and 
Conservat ion 2007 available at: www.dec.wa .gov. 
au/nvc in t he publications tab under 'guidelines' 

This guide has specifically been developed to 
clarify the exemptions detailed in Schedule 2 of 
the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native 
Vegetation) Regulation 2004 and contains the 
fo llowing : 

• The first section of this guide explains how the 
exemptions under the Regulations operate for 
clearing in existing transport corridors. 

• The second section of this guide contains an 
Index of Activities which lists items by their 
topic. For example, clearing for a crossover, 
lateral clearance area or public roadside 
facility. 

• The th ird section includes a Table of Exemptions 
which provides summary information on the 
relevant exemption . 

New works require a permit to clea r nat ive 
vegetat ion 

Any road or rail extension, widening or realignment 
is considered new works and requires a permit to 
clear native vegetation . Infrastructure upgrades 
such as new drains and culverts and new gravel 
extraction sites and extensions of existing si t es also 

require a permit to clear native vegetation and are 
not exempt . 

Roadside Conservation Committee (RCC) 

The RCC is an advisory committee consisting of 
government and non-government representatives . 
It provides guidance and examples for the 
development of roadside vegetation management 
plans, codes of practice and by-laws incorporating 
best practices for conserving and managing native 
vegetation . 

Best management pract ice documents developed 
by the RCC 

• Availab le at: www.dec.wa.gov.au 

• Handbook of Environmental Practice for 
Road Construction and Maintenance Works, 
Roadside Conservation Committee 

• Guidelines for Managing Special Environmental 
Areas in Transport Corridors, Roadside 
Conservation Committee 

Other useful RCC documents: 

• Assessing Roadsides: A guide for rating 
conservation value 

• Verge Notes - A Roadside Note for Landholders 
- Mar 2005 

• Verge Notes - Guidelines for the Nomination 
and Management of Flora Roads 

Information relat ing to Dieback management 
developed by Department of Environment and 
Conservation 

• Available at: www.dec.wa.gov.au 

• Dieback Atlas, Department of Environment 
and Conservation 2007 

• 



What if I clear w ithout a permit? 

Ref er to Fa ct Sheet 2 'Clea ring Offences and 
Pena lties' and Fact Sheet 3 'Comp li ance Inspectio ns 
and Clearing Laws' for informat ion about pen alties 
and inspections . 

More information 

Legislation 

This docu ment is prov ided for gu idance on ly. 
It shou ld not be reli ed upon to address every 
aspect of the re levant leg islation . Pl ease refe r 
to t he Environmental Protection Act 1986 an d 
Environ menta l Protect ion (Clea ring of Nat ive 
Vegetation) Regulations 2004, availab le from t he 
Stat e Law Publ isher. Free electro nic co p ies are 
ava i lable from www.slp .wa .gov.au 

Compliance assistance documents 

Additiona l pub lications re lating to clea ri ng laws, 
clear ing permits, and appl ication forms are availab le 
online from www.dec.wa.gov.au/nvc or can be 
requested by phon ing 9334 0333 . 

Compliance advice 

For advice on com plying w ith your permi t, or any 
other re lated matter, p lease contact DEC's Native 
Vegetat ion Co nservation Branch on 9219 8744. 

For perm its related t o m ineral and petro leu m 
act1v1t1es contact Department of Mine and 
Petroleum o n 9222 3570 . 

Roadside Conservation Comm ittee 
Committee Executive Office r 9334 0423 
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Department of 
Environment and Conservation 

A guid e t o t he exem ption for 
clearing a .i re Vegetati n 

for maintenance in e xist ing 
transport corrid ors 

A guide to 
the exemption for 

clearing Native Vegetation 
for maintenance in 

existing transport corridors 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 

The clearing of native vegetation in Western 
A ustra lia is regu lated under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) and t he Environmental 
Protect ion (Clearing of Native Vegetation) 
Regu lations 2004 (Regulations) . Clearing of 
native vegetation is an offence unless a permit 
has been granted, or an exempt ion applies. 

Regulation 5, item 22 (Schedu le 2) of the 
Reg ulat ions provides an exemption for cl earing 
for maintenance in existing t ransport corr idors . 

Th is guide sets out the exemptions for clearing of 
nat ive vegetation to maintain existing transpo rt 
corridors. It is intended t o provide cla rification 
on how the exemptions operat e, who can re ly on 
the exemptions, and where exempt clea ri ng can 

be done. It also provides broad advice on best 
management practice guide lines for undertak ing 
clear ing for mai ntenance of existing transport 
corr idors . 

An unofficial copy of t he EP Act and Regulations 
can be downloaded from the State Law Publ isher 
website at www.slp .wa.gov.au, or an official 
copy may be ordered by contact ing the State Law 
Publ isher on (08) 932 1 7688. 

Please note that exemptions for clea ring for 
maintenance in existing transport corrid ors 
does not re move the need to comply with t he 
requi rements of any other legislat ion . 



Hovv to U<;P this quide 
• The f irst section of th is gu ide exp lains how the 

exemption under t he Reg ulations operates 
for clea ri ng in ex ist ing transport corridors. 

• The second section of th is guide conta ins an 
Index of Activities, w hich lists item s by to pic, 
for exam ple, clearing fo r a crossove r, latera l 
clearance area or pub lic roads ide facility. 

• Theth ird section includes a Tabl e of Exempt ions 
which provides summa ry informat ion on t he 
re levant exempt ion . 

• The under lined terms are defined in t he 
Glossa ry on page 17 . 

A guide to the exem pt ion for 
clearing 

for m aintenance in existing 
t ransport corridors 

More information 
For questions relat ing to this gu ide, o r to discuss 
whether an exempt ion app lies to proposed 
clear ing of native vegetat ion, co ntact the 
Native Veget at ion Conservat ion Branch of the 
Depart ment of Environment and Conse rvation 
(DEC) (see contact deta i ls at the end of t his 
document ). 

General information regarding clear ing of nat ive 
vegetation and forms are ava ilable at : www.dec. 
wa.gov.au/nvc 

The information provided in th is document 
prov ides a general guide t o t he exemption fo r 
clear ing of nat ive vegetat ion in exist ing t ransport 
corr idors . Persons who intend to undertake road 
and ra il ma intenance act ivities t hat may invo lve 
clearing of nat ive vegetat ion are adv ise d t o 
consult the EP Act and seek adv ice, includi ng legal 
adv ice, where necessary. While the Department of 
Env ironment and Conservat ion has endeavo ured 
to ensure t he accuracy of the contents of this 
document, it accepts no responsibi l ity for any 
inaccuracies or w rongf u l interpret at ion, and 
persons re ly ing on t h is document do so at thei r 
own r isk . 
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Section 1 - Clearing for 
n1aintenanre in exi~ting 
transport corridors 
Unde r t he provisio ns of the EP Act , the clea r ing 
of nat ive vegetat io n is an offence un less a perm it 
has been granted or an exem ptio n appl ies . 

Exempt io ns fo r clearing t hat is done in order 
to g ive effect t o a req ui rement to clear under a 
wr itten law or author ised under certain statuto ry 
processes are contained in Sched u le 6 of the EP 
Act . Examp les of these t ypes of exem pt ion s 
include clea r ing for f irebreaks under the Bush 
Fires Act 1954 and clea r ing in acco rdance w ith 
a subd ivis ion approval given by a responsi b le 
author ity under the Planning and Development 
Act 2005. 

Exempt ions for ce rt ain ro utine la nd ma nagement 
practi ces are con ta ined in t he Reg u lat io ns. 
Examp les of these t ypes of exem pt ions incl ude 
clea ring to co nstru ct a bu ilding or other structu re, 
new fence lines, and vehi cle and wa lk ing t racks. 
Fo r each exempt ion th ere are restr ictions that 
app ly. 

Regulat ion 5, item 22 of th e Reg u latio ns exempts 
clear ing for maintenance in ex ist ing transport 
corri dors done in accordance w ith it em 22 and 
Schedul e 2 of t he Reg ulat ions. 

DEC is awa re t hat road and rail managers 
may have t heir own g uides for undertak ing 
maint en ance act ivit ies . It is acknowledged 
t hat ot her gu ides m ay p rovide add it ional 
environmenta l management stan dards and 
the ir use is encou raged provided t hat managers 
comp ly w ith t he lega l ob ligat ions under t he EP 
Act, out lined in t h is gu ideline. 

Regulati on c. 
Clearing is not an offence if, among ot her 
possib iliti es, it is of a k ind prescr ibed fo r t he 
pu rposes of sect ion 51 C(c), and is not do ne in an 

A guide to the exemption for 
clearin g 

f o r maintenance in exist ing 
transport corridors 

environmenta lly sensit ive area (for a d iscuss ion 
about environ mental ly se ns it ive areas pl ease 
refer to 'Ot her mat t ers- En vironm ent al ly sensit ive 
areas' , pa ge 10). Regu lat ion 5 of the Regu latio ns 
sets out w hat kinds of cleari ng are 'of a k ind 
p rescr ibed for the pu rposes of sect io n 51 C(c)' . 

One of t he k inds of clear ing set out in regu lat ion 
5 is clearing for mai ntenance in existi ng t ranspo rt 
corr idors . 

CI e ,-i 1 11 ~1 fo r n I a ii t ~ n c:11, r P 1n 

ex1sti "'l~ t ra nspo 1-·1 rcrrdo rs 
Item 22 of t he t ab le to regu lation 5(1) p rescr ibes 
clea r ing fo r maintenance in ex isti ng t ransport 
corr idors . Clea ring alongs ide a st ret ch of a road o r 
railway must be done in an area or fo r a purpose 
spec ified in Schedule 2 of t he Reg ulations. The 
clea ring must also be to the extent specified fo r 
that area or pu rpose in Sched u le 2 an d undertaken 
in accordance wi t h Sched ule 2. The exemption 
app lies to t he maintenance of bot h pub lic and 
pr ivate roads. Important ly, the exemption fo r 
clearing in ex isti ng transport corr idors applies t o 
clear ing fo r maintenance purposes o n ly. 

A ny ext ension , w idening o r rea li gnment of an 
exist ing road or railway t hat req u ires t he cleari ng 
of nat ive vegetat ion w ou ld be cons idered new 
works. New w o rks are not cove red under t h is 
exemption and any clea r ing of nat ive vegetat ion 
t hat is not exempt by virtue of Sch edu le 6 would 
requ ire a clear ing pe rm it . 

Authority to clear 
Regu lat ion 5(1 )(b) prov ides t hat t he presc r ibed 
clea r ing must be done by, or w it h t he prior 
author ity of, t he pe rson listed in co lumn 3 
of t he item for t hat exempt io n. Clea ring for 
maintenance in exist ing transport co rr idors is 
on ly exem pt if it is don e by or w ith t he prior 
author ity of t he Comm iss ioner of M ain Roads 
WA, the Pub lic Transpo rt A ut hor ity, the loca l 
government au t hor ity, or t he person legally 
respon sibl e fo r th e stretch of road o r rai lway (the 
person respo nsib le). 
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The person responsible can engage an agent or 
contracto r and authorise the agent or contractor 
to do the clearing on its behalf. However, the 
person responsib le remains legally responsible 
for complying with the exemption and ensuring 
that its agent or contractor does so. 

Damage to neighbouring 
vegetation 
Regu lation 5(1)(c) provides that all prescribed 
clearing must be done in such a way as to lim it 
damage to neighbouring vegetation . 

Schedule 2 
Schedule 2 details the requirements that must 
be satisfied for the exemption for clearing for 
maintenance in existing transport corridors to 
apply. Firstly, it specifies the area in which, or 
purpose for which, clearing must be carried out, 
that is, the extent of clearing that is permissible 
for the specifi ed area or purpose. Secondly, it 
specifies how the clearing is to be carried out. 

Previous clearing 
Where the Table to clause 2(1) of Schedule 
2 defines the extent of clearing allowed by 
reference to 'previously cleared', the previous 
clearing must have taken place within the 10 
years immediately before the proposed clearing . 
In addition it either must have been lawful ly 
cleared or the person doing the current clearing 
did not know and could not reasonably have 
been expected to know whether the previous 
clearing was lawful. 

Wh ile in some ci rcumstances it may be d ifficult 
to ascertain the date or extent of previous 
clear ing, the onus of doing so is on the person 
responsible . That person responsible could look 
for, among other things, written documentation 
of the previous clearing, dated photography of 
that stretch of rai l or road or a statement by the 
person who authorised the previous clearing . 

A guide to the exemption for 
clearing ative Vegetat· 

for maintenance in e x ist ing 
transport corridors 

For previous clearing to be lawful it must have 
been an act that was not contrary to any law. An 
example includes clearing that was undertaken 
in accordance w ith a statutory power including 
those under the: 

• Main Roads Act 1930 

• Local Government Act 1995 

• Public Transport Authority Act 2003. 

Crossover area 
A 'crossover area' is defined in clause 1 of Schedule 
2 to the Regulations to mean the area occupied 
by a crossover from a road to a property adjacent 
to the road and any associated sight line areas, 
that is, it is the area of the road reserve used to 
access the property and any associated sight line 
areas. 

Clearing for crossover areas is exempt under item 
22, Regulation 5 only to the extent previously 
cleared for the area . 

An exemption applies in item 21A, Regulation 5 
for clearing as the result of constructing a new 
crossover from a road to a property adjacent to 
the road, and any associated sight line areas, if the 
construction is within the scope of an authority 
given by the road manager to construct the 
crossover. The person doing the clearing must 
comply with al l requirements of the authority. 

Lateral clearance area 
'Lateral clearance area' in relation to a stretch of 
road or rai lway, is defined in clause 1 of Schedule 
2 to the Regulations to mean the area parallel 
and immediately adjacent to a stretch of road or 
railway that is ordinarily cleared' . 

The lateral clearance area can be completely 
cleared to the width and height previously 
cleared for that stretch of road or railway. 

Any clea ring re qui red to extend a lateral clearance 
area beyond that which was previously cleared 
would not be permitted under Schedule 2. 



Transport corridor infra structure 
'Transport corrid or infrastructure', in re lat ion to a 
stretch of roa d o r ra ilway, is defined in clause 1 of 
Sch e dul e 2 to t he Regu lat io ns to incl ud e 'barr ie rs, 
signs, gu ideposts, drains, lev ies, e mbankme nts, 
gutters, bri dg es, overpasses and other sim ilar 
st ructu res or wo rks ' . Simi lar structures and wo rks 
cou ld inc lu de lig ht ing st ructures, dra inage sumps 
and cu lverts . 

Clearing where the clearing is necessary to ma intain 
th e eff icacy an d safety of t he infrastructu re (that 
is to ensu re that t he infras t ruct u re is safe a nd/ 
o r f it fo r it s pu rpose); p rot ect the infrastructure 
(fo r examp le, fro m f ire); a nd provi d e access to 
the infrast ructure to ma inta in it, is e xempt under 
item 22 of the Regu lat ions . 

Note t hat clea ri ng t hat is necessary to ma inta in 
the safety of transport corridor infrastructu re 
does not include new clear in g for safety p urposes 
w ith in an existing transport co rridor, un less 
the clear ing w as for the pu rpose of prevent ing 
dan ge r (refer def initio n of imm ine nt danger 
below under 'Safety') . 

0 ,blic roadc:idP i?ci lity 
A 'p ub lic roads ide fac il ity ' is d ef ined in clause 
1 of Sched u le 2 to the Regu lations to include a 
campi ng a rea, rest area, informati o n bay, road 
train assembly area, parking areas or a footpat h 
or cycle tracks in the ro ad reserve . Other sim ilar 
fac ili t ies cou ld inc lude dua l-use paths a nd 
roads ide f u rn iture . 

Clear ing in areas t hat are public roads id e fac ilities 
is exempt u nder Reg ul ation 5, item 22 to the 
exte nt t hat the clearing is necessary to maintain, 
but not exte nd, t he inte nd ed use of t he area . 

Sight line area 
'S ight li ne area' is def ined in regulat ion 3 to 
mean an area between the edg e of a stretch of 
road or ra ilway and a li ne of sight necessary for 
the safe use of t he road or railway. The sight line 
area incl udes those areas necessary for the safe 
use of crossovers and p ub lic roadside faci lities. 

A guide to the exemption f o r 
cle arin g 

for m aintenance in ex ist in g 
transpo r t corridors 

Clea ring for sight li ne areas is exem pt under 
Regu lat ion 5, item 22 to the exte nt previou sly 
cleared for t he area . 

D1spo,;;;a 1 of clearer! vegp+at 1or 

Clause 3 of Schedu le 2 to the Regu lations outlin es 
some requ irements as to how clear in g for 
maintena nce in exist ing tra nsport corridors is to 
be carried o ut. 

Any cleared vegetat ion or debris not used on site 
is to be removed w ith in 90 days of the clearing . 
It must not be p laced in a heap or wi ndrow on 
unclea red vegetat io n a nd if left in a heap or 
w indrow on clea red land it sho u ld be secured 
so that it w ill not sprea d . These requ ire ments 
a re to prevent damag e to the remain ing nati ve 
vegetat ion in the a rea as a resu lt of disposal of 
t he clea re d mater ia l. 

It is ack now ledged that some loca l government 
a uthor ities choose to burn cleared vegetat ion 
an d debr is. Clause 3 does not p reve nt thi s 
pract ice, as long as such burn ing does not impact 
o n th e adjace nt uncleared vegetation . However, 
in view of the risk that ad jace nt unc leared 
vegetat ion w il l be impacted upon as we ll as the 
fact that burning debri s can res u lt in po llution 
and reduced visibi li ty o n roads, DEC reco mm ends 
a lternative disposa l methods. 

Other matters 
Environmental ly sensitive areas 

Gene ra lly, the prescr ibed kinds of clear ing are 
o nl y exe m pt from the operation of th e section 
51C offence provision if they are not done in 
'enviro nm entally sensit ive a reas' (ESAs) . ESAs are 
dec lared by the Min ister for the Environ ment in a 
not ice dec la red pu rs uant to sect ion 51 B of t he EP 
Act . The most recent noti ce is th e Enviro nmenta l 
Protect ion (Enviro nm ental ly Se ns it ive Areas) 
Not ice 2005 (ESA Notice) gazetted on 8 April 
2005 . An unoffic ia l copy of t he ESA Not ice can 
be downloaded from the State Law Publ isher 
webs ite at www.s lp.wa.gov.a u o r an off icial copy 
may be ordered by cont acting t he State Law 
Publisher on (08) 9321 7688 . 
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DEC has developed a 'Native Vegetation Map 
Viewer' ava il able at www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc in 
the 'data' tab to assist landholders and managers 
in determining the location of environmenta lly 
sensitive areas. Please note that this Map Viewer 
is not a legal substitute for the ESA Notice. 

Under the ESA Notice, an area that would 
otherwise be an ESA is not an ESA to the extent 
to which the area is within the mainten ance area 
of a stretch of road or railway. The maintenance 
area of a stretch of road or ra ilway is defined in 
the ESA Notice to mean 'any area in the reserve 
for that stretch of road or railway that is lawfully 
cleared '. Therefore, the exemption prescribed in 
Regulation 5, item 22 (of the table to Regulation 
5(1) of the Regulations) is, by virtue of the blanket 
exclusion of all maintenance areas of stretches of 
road or railway from the specifications of ESAs, 
always applicable. For example, drains and 
gutters previously cleared within a road reserve 
that would otherwise be an ESA can be cleared 
under this exemption . 

Other exemptions in the Regulations that are not 
part of Schedule 2 could not be done within an 
ESA. 

If there are requirements under any other 
legislation in respect of an ESA, these will 
continue to apply and must be complied with . 
For example, it is an offence under section 23F 
of the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 to take 
declared rare flora without Ministerial consent, 
regardless of whether the area is subject to an 
exemption under the EP Act or the Regulations. 

Safety and accidents 
Road and rail user safety is a key concern for the 
community. DEC recognises the importance of 
safety in the maintenance of existing transport 
corridors. Safety is recognised in the definition of 
'sight line area' and in description of the extent 
of clearing permissible for maintenance and 
protection of 'transport corridor infrastructure' . 

Clearing that is necessary to maintain the safety 
of transport corridor infrastructure does not 
include new clearing for safety purposes within 
an existing transport corridor. 

A guide to the exemption for 
clearing N tive Veg ':ltio 

for maintenance in existing 
transport corridors 

Regulation 5, item 2(a) exempts clearing in non-
ESAs for the purpose of preventing imminent 
danger to human life or health or irreversible 
damage to a significant portion of the 
environment. 'Imminent danger' refers to an 
immed iate and present risk. For example, a tree 
damaged by lightning and therefore liable to fall 
can be cleared . 

Dangers that are not present, immediate or 
imminent are not intended to be covered by 
this exemption . Potential dangers that may 
take years to manifest would not be considered 
imminent danger. 

DEC can only provide broad guidance as to what 
in its view constitutes imm inent danger because 
it depends on the facts of each case . The person 
relying on the exemption must determine 
whether it applies and in doing so, should have 
regard to the matters raised above . 

Item 2(b) exempts clearing that occurs as a resu lt 
of an accident where the accident was not caused 
by the negligence of the person clearing or the 
person who authorised the clearing . The term 
'accident' is intended to mean an unforeseen and 
unexpected event and the exemption is intended 
to include road and rail accidents where the 
incident was not caused by the negligence of 
the person who does the clear ing . An example 
would be where a vehicle accident resulted in 
clearing, and the accident was not caused by the 
negligence of the driver. 

Cabinet of the Government of Western Australia, 
has approved the drafting of an amendment to 
the EP Act t hat will provide for a defence to 
unlawful clearing that will be in similar terms 
to the exemption in item 2. If the amendment 
is passed by both houses of Parliament, it will 
effectively mean that persons w il l be able to rely 
on the defence of "accident" or "prevention 
of danger or damage" if they face a charge of 
unlawful clearing, regardless of whether the 
clearing was in an ESA or not. It is envisaged that 
Regulation 5(1), item 2 would be repealed if t he 
EP Act is amended in this way. 



Best management practice 
Neither Regu lation 5, item 22 of the tab le to 
Regu lat ion 5 nor Schedu le 2 of the Regu lat ions 
st ipulates how maintenance act ivities in exist ing 
t ransport corrido rs are to be undertaken . As 
road and ra ilway ma intena nce activ it ies wil l vary 
in each situat ion, met hods of clearing nat ive 
vegetation cannot be specif ied in the leg islati on . 
However, a number of recommended best 
management practices have been identified 
t hat should be co nsidered w hen undertak ing 
ma intenance act ivities . 

Whi le adoption of t hese best man agement 
pract ices is vo luntary, imp lementat ion of 
these pract ices shou ld min im ise the impact of 
maintenance activ iti es on native vegetation . 

Dt;:i n '7 i 7~ ? '1(1 t"le l•r?gement 
Best ma nagement pract ices should ideaJly be 
incorporated into the p lann ing stages of road 
and rai l maintenance act ivit ies. These practi ces 
cou ld include measures to add ress the spread of 
dieback and weeds; the protection of declared 
rare and priority f lora, specially protected 
fauna and t hreatened eco log ica l commun it ies; 
wate r qua lity, erosion and sed iment contro l; 
stockp iling materials, hazardous waste and dust 
management . 

The Roadside Conservation Comm ittee (RCC) is 
an advisory comm ittee consist ing of govern ment 
and non-govern ment representati ves and cha ired 
by DEC. The RCC co-ordinates and promotes the 
conservat ion of ra il and roads ide vegetation 
and provides advice to government and the 
commu nity about how to improve the p lann ing 
and manageme nt of transport corridors . 
Gu idance and examp les for the deve lopment of 
roadside vegetat ion management plans, cod es 
of practice and by-laws and how to incorporate 
best ma nagement practices to conserve and 
manage native vegetation is provided by the RCC 
and includes pub licat ions on effect ive p lann ing 
and management of transport corr idors. 

A guide to the e x emption for 
cle aring 

for main t e n an ce in existing 
t ransp ort corridors 

The jo int RCC, Ma in Roads WA and Western 
Aust ra lia n Loca l Governm ent Association 's 
"Handbook of Env ironmental Pract ice for Roa d 
Construct ion and M aintenance Works" prov ides 
general gu idance on vegetat ion co ntro l related 
to road ma intenance. Th e RCC's "Gu ide l ines 
for Managing Special Env ironmental Areas in 
Transport Corridors" also provides manag ement 
gu idel ines for the protection of dec lared rare 
f lora , th reatened eco logica l comm unit ies and 
other specia l env ironmental areas du ri ng t he 
maintenance of t ra nsport corr idors . 

These pu blicat ions can be found at 
natu re base. net/con tent /v i ew/836/97 4/ 

WWW. 

• Hand book of Environmental Practice for 
Road Construction and Mai ntenance Works 

• Guidelines fo r Managing Specia l 
En vi ronment al A reas in Transport Corrido rs 

Other useful documents here inc lude: 

• Assessing Roadsides : A gui de for rat ing 
conservation value 

• Verge Notes-A Roads ide Not e for La ndholders 
- Mar 2005 

• Verge Notes - Guide lines for t he Nomination 
and Management of Flora Roads 

Information relat ing to dieback management is 
ava ilab le at: 

www.dec.wa .gov.au 

Traini ng 

It is recommended that the respons ib le person or 
contractors w ork ing on behalf of a responsib le 
person ensu re the people do ing the work are 
trained to m in imise the impact of ma intenance 
act ivities on native vegetation . 
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The RCC coordinates and provides tra ining to help 
people understand environmental considerations 
in the management of transport corridors 
and how they can work in an environmentally 
sensitive manner. 

Consultation and engagement 
The responsible person is encouraged to consult 
stakeholders before to undertaking specific 
maintenance works, including stakeholders with 
a direct interest, such as adjacent landowners or 
community interest groups. 

Road and rail managers can also have a broader 
role in engaging with the community to 
encourage the rehabilitation of degraded rail 
and roadsides . This could involve work ing with 
community groups to integrate rai l and roadside 
vegetation into regional management strategies 
and promoting specific research programs 
related to the management of rai l and roadside 
vegetation . 

Compliance with other laws 
The responsible person should ensure it is 
complying with all other re levant laws that may 
relate to the clearing . These could include: 

• Environmental Protection Act 1986 

• Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 

• Conservation and Land Management Act 
7984 

• Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945 

• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 
7999 (Cth) 

• Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 or 

• Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) . 

A g u id e to the exemption f o r 
clear ing a · e egetation 

f o r m aintenance in exist ing 
transport corrid ors 

M o.nitoring and compliance 
DEC is currently establishing procedures to enable 
periodic monitoring of native vegetat ion . The 
monitoring will be undertaken using geospatial 
information such as aerial photography and 
satellite imagery to determine the extent of 
clearing within Western Australia. The data 
will be used to provide information on illegal 
clea ring, audit of clearing permits, and the extent 
of general vegetation . Those areas of the State 
identified as having h igh clearing activity will be 
monitored more frequently. 

It is the responsibility of the person responsible 
for road or railway maintenance to ensure its 
activities are exempt under the EP Act or the 
Regulations or, in the absence of an exemption, 
to obtain a clearing permit. Penalties apply for 
the clearing of native vegetation where a permit 
has not been obtained and a valid exemption 
does not apply. 



Section 2 - Index of artivities 

ACTIVITY CLAUSE 

A uthor ity t o clear Regu lat ion 5(I)(b) . 

Co lum n 3 of it em 22 of th e t able t o 
Regul at ion 5(1) 

Damage to neig hbou ri ng Regu lat ion 5( I)(c) 
vegetat ion 

Crossove r/crossover area Reg ulation 5, item 21 A of t he t ab le to 
Reg ulation 5(1) 

Clause 1, clause 2(1) and th e tab le to clause 
2(2) of Schedu le 2 

Lateral clea rance area Cl ause 1, clause 2(1) and the ta b le to clause 
2(2) of Sched ule 2 

Pub li c roads ide fac ilit y Clause 1, clause 2( 1) and the tab le to clause 
2(2) of Schedu le 2 

Tra nsport co rr idor Clause 1, clause 2(1) and the table t o clause 
infrast ructure 2(2) of Schedu le 2 

A guide t o the exemption for 
clearing 

for m aintenance in existing 
transport corridors 
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Sight line area Reg u lat ion 3 and clause 2(1) and the t ab le t o 32 
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Topic / Regulat ion 

Maintenance in 
existing t ransport 
corridors 

Regulation 5(1 )(a), 
item 22(a), (b) & (c) 

Authority to clear 

Regulation 5(1)(b), 
item 22 ' person' . 

Section 3 - Table of exemptions 

Wording in regulations 
Explanat ion/Comments (including 7 July 2006 amendments) 

Regulation 5(a) This exemption applies to clearing in existing transport 
corridors. In order to be exempt, the clearing must be 

Clearing is of a kind prescribed for the purposes of carried out in accordance with Schedule 2. 
section 51 C(c) if -
(a) it is described in an item in the tab le to this The exemption for clearing in existing transport 
subregu lation. corridors applies to clearing for maintenance purposes 

only. 
Item 22 
Clearing in relation to a stretch of road (whether public Whi le t his exemption does not apply in environmenta lly 
or private) or railway if the clearing is carried out - sensitive areas, clearing the maintenance area of a 
(a) in an area or for a purpose specified in Schedule 2; stretch of road or railway, w here that area has been 
and cleared before and is cleared in accordance with this 
(b) to the extent specified for t hat area or purpose in exemption, is deemed not to be clearing within an 
Schedule 2; and environmentally sensitive area . 
(c) in accordance w ith Schedule 2. 

Regulation 5(b) The clearing for maintenance in an existing transport 
corridor must be done by, or with the prior authority 

Clearing is of a kind prescribed for the purposes of of, Main Roads WA, the Public Transport Authority, the 
section 51 C(c) if - local government, or any other person or ent ity legally 
(b) it is by, or with the prior authority of, a person listed responsible for the stretch of road or railway. 
in the item in which the clearing is described. 

Item 22 
The Commissioner of Main Roads, the Public Transport 
Authority, the local government, the person or t he 
entity responsible for the stretch of road or railway. 
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Impact on Clea ring is of a ki nd prescribed fo r t he purposes of 
neighbou ring sect ion 51 C(c) if -
veget ation 

(c) it is done in such a w ay as t o li mi t damage to 
Regulation 5( 1)(c) neighbou ring nat ive veget ation. 

New crossover Cleari ng that is the resu lt of construct ing a crossover 
from a road to a prope rty adjacent to t he road, and any 

Regu lat ion 5(1)(a), associated sight l ine areas, if t he const ruct ion is w it hin 
item 21A the scope of t he author ity to construct the crossover. 

Exist ing crossover crossover area 
clearing to the extent previously cleared fo r the area. 

Schedu le 2( 1), 2(2) in 
Ta b le 

:J ·:~ ~-~ ·1 
~ ! __ I 

,r 

Clearin g fo r maint enance in an ex ist ing transport 
co rri dor must be done in a w ay to limit damage to 
neighbouring nat ive vegetation. 

Th e exempt ion under item 21A enab les t he clearing of 
an area for constructing a new crossove r. 

Th e clearing for construct ing a new crossover must be 
done by, or w it h t he pri o r author it y of Ma in Roads WA, 
t he Public Transport Aut hori ty, t he local governm ent, 
or any other person or ent it y leg ally responsib le for th e 
stret ch of road or ra i lw ay. 

This exemption does not apply in an environmentally 
sensit ive area . 

The exempt ion under Sch edu le 2 enables the 
maintenance of a crossover to t he ext ent previously 
cleared. 

The clearing for maintenance of an ex isting crossover 
must be done by, o r with t he prior aut horit y of Main 
Roads WA, t he Public Transport Authority, the loca l 
government , or any othe r person or entity legally 
respons ibl e for t he stret ch of road or rai lw ay. 

Wh ile this exe mption does not app ly in an 
environment ally sensit ive area, clea ring fo r t he 
maintenance of a crossover, w here that area has been 
clea red in accorda nce with th is exemption, is deemed 
not to be clear ing w ith in an environmenta lly sensi t ive 
area . ... J> 
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Existing lateral lateral cleara nce area 
clearance area complete clearing to the width and height previously 

cleared for that stretch of road or ra ilway. 
Schedule 2(1), 2(2) in 
Table 

Existing public an area that is a public roadside facil ity 
roadside facility 

clearing t o the extent necessary to maintain (but not 
extend) the 

Schedule 2(1), 2(2) in 
intended use of the area . Table 

The exemption under Schedule 2 enables the 
maintenance of a lateral clearance area to the extent 
previously cleared . 

The clearing for maintenance of an existing lateral 
clearance area must be done by, or with the prio r 
authority of Main Roads WA, the Public Transport 
Authority, the local government, or any other person 
or entity legally responsible for the stretch of road or 
railway. 

Whi le this exemption does not apply in an 
environmenta lly sensitive area, clearing for the 
maintenance of a latera l clearance area, where that area 
has been cleared in accordance with this exemption, is 
deemed not to be clearing wit hin an environmenta lly 
sensit ive area . 

The exemption under Schedule 2 enables the 
maintenance of a public roads ide facility to the extent 
previously cleared . 

The clearing for maintenance of an existing public 
roadside facility must be done by, or with the prior 
authority of Ma in Roads WA, the Public Transport 
Authority, t he local government, or any other person 
entity legally responsible for the stretch of road or 
railway. 

Wh ile this exempt ion does not apply in an 
environmental ly sensitive area, clearing for the 
maintenance of a publ ic roadside facility, where 
that area has been cleared in accordance w ith this 
exemption, is deemed not to be clearing within an 
environmentally sensitive area . 
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Existing tra nsport maintenance and protect ion of transport cor rido r 
corrido r infrastructu re 
infrastructure 

Schedu le 2(1), 2(2) in clear ing to the extent necessa ry t o -

Tab le 
(a) maint ain t he efficacy of th e infrastructure; 

(b) protect t he infrastructure (for exampl e, fro m fire); 
and 

(c) provide access to the infrastructure to ma intai n it . 

Existing sight l ine sight line area 
area 

clearing to the extent previously cleared for t hat area. 
Schedule 2( 1), 2(2) in 
Tab le 

7'''i~ iJ 

Th e exemption under Schedu le 2 enables the 
maintenance and protect ion of ex istin g transport 
corrido r infrastructure to t he extent necessa ry to 
maintain t he efficacy of the infrastructure or prot ect t he 
infrastructure or to provide access to the infrast ructure 
to ma intain it. 

The clea ring for maintenance of an ex ist ing t ransport 
corri dor infrastructure must be done by, or w ith the 
prior author ity of Main Roads WA, t he Publ ic Transport 
Authority, the local govern ment, or any other person 
or ent ity legally responsib le for the stretch of road or 
ra ilway. 

While this exemption does not app ly in an 
environmental ly sensitive area, clearing for the 
maintenance of transport co rridor infrastructure, 
where t hat area has been cleared in accordance w ith 
th is exemption, is deemed not to be clearing within an 
environmental ly sensi tive area . 

The exempt ion under Schedule 2 ena bles the 
ma intena nce of a sight line area to the extent previous ly 
cleared . 

The clea ring fo r maintenance of an existing sight l ine 
area must be done by, or with t he prior aut hority of 
Ma in Roa ds WA, the Public Tra nsport Authority, the 
local government, or any other person or ent ity legal ly 
respo nsible for t he stret ch of road or railway. 

While t his exemption does not apply in an 
environmenta lly sensiti ve area, clear ing for the 
maintena nce of a sight line area, w here that area has 
been cleared in accordance w ith th is exemption, is 
deemed not t o be clearing with in an environmentally 
sensitive area . 
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Disposal of cleared 
vegetation 

Schedule 2(3) 

Imminent danger 

Regulation 5(1 )(a), 
item 2(a) 

Accidents 

Regulation 5(1 )(a), 
it em 2(b) 

Clearing is to be carried out so that any cleared vegetation I Clea red vegetat ion or debris in an existing transport 
or corridor, if not used on-site, is to be removed within 90 

days of clearing . lfthe debris is t o be removed it should be 
debris - I stockpiled away from uncleared vegetation and secured 

[(a) deleted] 

(b) to the extent to which it is not used on the site, is 
removed from the site within 90 days of the clearing; 
and 

(c) if it is t o be removed from the site -

(i) is not placed in a heap or windrow on uncleared 

vegetation; and 

(ii) is left in a heap or windrow (that is secured so that it 

will not spread) until it is removed . 

t o prevent spreading. 

Clearing - The exemption under item 2 enables clearing to reduce 
imminent danger to human life or health or irreversible 

(a) for the purposes of preventing imminent danger to I damage to a significant portion of the environment. 
human life or health or irreversible damage to a significant 
portion of the environment; 

Clearing resulting from accidents or to reduce danger 

Clearing -

The clea ring must be done by t he owner of the land on 
which the clearing is to take place. The clearing must be 
done by a person responsible for the safety or welfare 
of the persons who are likely t o be in danger or for the 
portion of the environment. 

This exemption does not apply in an environmentally 
sensitive area 

The exemption under item 2 provides for clearing caused 
as a result of an accident. 

This exemption does not apply in an envi ro nmentally 
(b) as a result of an accident caused otherwise than by I sensitive area . 

the negligence of t he person clearing or the person who 
authorised the clearing . 
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TER M 

crossover area 

env iron ment ally 
sensit ive area 

lateral clearance area 

m aintenance area 

publ ic roadside fa cil ity 

prev iously cleared 

t ra nsport co rr ido r 
in frast ructure 

Si ght line area 

A guide to the exemption for I 
clearing 

for maintenan ce in ex ist ing 
t ransport corridors 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

M EANING 

Means the area occup ied by a 
crossover from a road to a propert y 
adjace nt to t he road and any 
associated sig ht l ine areas . 

Means an area declared in 
t he Enviro nm enta l Protection 
Environmenta lly Sensitive A reas) 
Not ice 2005 t o be an environmenta ll y 
sensit ive area. 

In relati on to a st retch of road or 
ra i lway, 

mea ns the area (if any) parallel to and 
immed iate ly ad jace nt to t he st retch 
of road or rai lw ay t hat is ord inarily 
cleared . 

Of a stret ch of road or railway, mea ns 
any area in t he reserve fo r t hat st retch 
of road or ra i lway t hat is lawfu lly 
clea red 

Includes a camping area, rest area, 
informatio n bay, road trai n assemb ly 
area or park ing area or a foot path o r 
cyc le tra ck in t he roa d rese rve. 

(a) the p revious clea ri ng t ook p lace 
w it h in t he 10 yea rs immed iately prior 
to the proposed clea r ing; and 

(b) eit her -

(i) t he prev ious clear ing was law f ul; o r 

(ii) the person clea r ing does not know, 
and cannot reasonably be expected to 
know, wh ether t he previous clear ing 
w as law f u l. 

In relat ion t o a st retch of road 
or rail way, includes barriers, 
signs, g uideposts, d rains, levies, 
emba nkments, gutte rs, b ri dges, 
overpasses and ot he r sim ilar 
struct ures o r works . 

Mea ns an area bet ween t he edge of 
a stretch of road or rai lway and a line 
of sight necessary for the safe use of 
the stretch of road or railway. 

SECTION/R EGULATION 

Schedule 2, Clause 1. 

Environmenta l Protection 
(Environmentally Sensitive Areas) 
No t ice 2005 

8 Apri l No. 55 

Schedule 2, Clause 1. 

En viro nmenta l Protection 
(Environmen tally Sensitive A reas) 
No t ice 2005 

Cla use 4(4). 

Schedu le 2, Clause 1. 

Schedule 2, Clause 1 & 2(2). 

Schedule 2, Clause 1. 

Regula t ion 3. 
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More information 
DEC contact details 

Roadside Conservation Committee 
Committee Executive Officer 9334 0423 

Advice about your application 

A guide to the exemption for 
clearing a ive e ation 

for maintenance in existing 
transport corridors 

For general queries concerning t he cl ea ring of native veget ation contact DEC's Native Vegetation 
Conservation Branch on 9219 8744. 

Forms and publications 
Additional publications relat ing to clea ring laws, clearing permits and application forms are avai lable 
on line from www.dec.wa .gov.au/nvc. 

Submitting your application form 
For queries about completing or subm itting your application, cont act DEC on 
92 19 8744 and when complet e post it t o : 

Native Vegetation Conservation Branch DEC 
Locked Bag 104 Bentley De livery Centre 
BENTLEY WA 6983 
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Environmental Areas 
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MANAGEMENT OF THREATENED FLORA 
AND SENSITIVE AREAS IN TRANSPORT 

CORRIDORS 

Legislation 

• All native flora is protected under the Wildlife 
Conservation {WC) Act {1950) and the Environmental 
Protection {EP) Act (1986}. 

• Flora cannot be 'taken' without proper authorisation 
and in accordance with prescribed licence and 
authority. 

Definition of "To Take" 

• Under the WC Act, 'take' means to -

gather 

pluck 

cut 
pull up 

destroy 

dig up 

remove or 

injure the flora 

or to cause or permit the same to be done by ANY MEANS . 
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Policy 

• Special protection provided for Threatened flora 

• Policy Statement No. 9: 

"To conserve threatened flora in the wild in Western 
Australia and to comply with Section 23F of the Wildlife 
Conservation Act." 

Threats to Transport Corridor Values 

Disease - 'Dieback' Phytophthora cinnamomi 

Grazing from domestic, native or feral animals 

Inappropriate fire regimes 

Herbicide sprays 

Salinity 

Weed invasion 

Direct disturbance - firebreaks, gravel pits, roadside 
maintenance 

ESA: Environmentally Sensitive Area 

These mark a site of environmental value 
DO NOT distu,b the flora between 

pairs of these markers 
II In dolbl-unLOCt yeti' 
~ o, hkul CALM office 

.J:l ~~CMI.KfAIDN 

(,~~_,_,, c:.., ~ •- --c .. ,..,.,...., '!,:I 

I, . 

I I i 

!-! 

I , 

2 



Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

ESAs conserve the integrity of specific items : 

• Biodiversity 

Threatened 

Significant flora and ecological communities 

Threatened and significant fauna 

o Heritage 

Aesthetic, historic or social significance 

• Archaeological 

Indigenous sites 

• Geological 

Unusual or rare formations 

• Scientific 

Research sites 

ESA Markers 

• Accepted standard are yellow 
'hockey stick' markers 

Supplied by DEC 

• Generally erected at each end of 
the road side population 
although more may be used to 
delineate area 

• Top of marker pointing towards 
DRF population. 

ESA Marl{ers 

DEC 
"Rare Flora" marker 

~~--- a. ~ ,- ....i c- - i::.., 
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South-west Flora 

• Biodiversity: 8000 + species of native flora 

u Internationally renowned for its diversity and uniqueness 

• High diversity+ fragmented landscape= rare & threatened 

u Endemism: 70% are not found anywhere else in the world 

• WA has over 50% of Australia's threatened flora- most in SW 

u Over 800 known threatened flora populations on road or rail 
reserves (30% of threatened flora populations occur in transport 
corridors). 3 DRF are known only from roadsides 

Rare Flora within Yori, 
Acacia brachypodo 

Acacia cuneifoUa 

Acacia drummondii subsp. a/finis 

Acacia pulchella var. reflex.a ocvminote 
brocteolevorian 

Adenonthoscygnorum subsp. chamoephyton 

Asrerola.sia grandif/ora 

Boronio penicil/oto 

Ca/adenio inregra 

Colothamnus rupesrris 

Darwin/a rhymaides 5ubsp. bt!lla 

Dryandra ourontio 

fucalyp tus exilis 

Eucalyptus /atens 

Hemiondro hancocksiano 

Lechenoultia hortii 

Lechenou/tia /oricino 

leucopogonsp. Flynn (F. Hort, J. Hort & 
A.Lowrle859) 

Rhodonthe pyre thrum 

Seneciagilbertii 

Sty/idium /angitubum 

Stylidium scobridum 

Stylidium..1triatum 

Tetrothecasimilis 

Thomasia glabripeto/o 

Verreauxia verreauxii 

Verticardia serrara var. linearis 

Eucalyptus foxaphleba x wandoo -~ \ r,,,....,.... ,,., VillanJa submersa 

~ ,--..,c:-- Wurmbeadrummandii 

Roadside Rare Flora - York 

Thomasia 9/abriperala 

Habit 

i 

l . 
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Rare Flora within Goomallin g 
Acacia atoxiphyllo subsp. mogno 

Acacia cochfocorpo wbsp. 

coch/ocorpo 

Acacia crinolis 

Colodenio drakeoides 

Calothamnus brevifolius 

Calytrix oncophyllo 

Conostylis poucijloro subsp. 

euryrhipis 

Cryptondro beverleyensis 

Oaviesio euphorbioides 

Eucalyptus mocrocarpo x 
pyriformis 

fronkenio gfomeraro 

Grevilleo christineoe 

Guichenotio impudica 

Jocksonia rubro 

Leucopogon sp. Bungul/a (R.D. 

Royce 3435} 

Microcorys eremophiloides 

Scaevolo tortuosa 

Schoenus copifli/ofius 

Vertirordio hughonii 

Roadside Rare Flora - Goomalling 

Doviesio euphorbioides 

{Wongan Cactus) 
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Rare Flora within Quairading· 
Acac(a campy/ophyllo 

Acacia phaeocolyx 

Acacia volubi/is 

Affocasua~ino fibroso 

Angianthus prostrarus 

Bonksia cuntota 

Bonksia horrido 

Cafectasio pir;nottiana 

CofytriJt nematoclodo 

Conospermum eotonioe 

Dovitsia oxyfobium 

Eucalyptus foxophfeba ,c wandoa 

Eucalyptus spathulato subsp. safina 

Fronkenio r;fomerata 

Hakea acu/eato 

Jocksonia quoirodinr; 

l.tchenouftia pulvinaris 

Meloftuco sciotostylo 

Pti/otus /oscicufotus 

Roycto pycnophylloidts 

Synophto triportita 

Thysonotus tenuis 

Roadside Rare Flora - Quairading 
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Threatened & Priority Ecological 
Communities 

Priority Ecological Communities 

• PECs in York 

• Pl - Pools of the Avon and Dale River 
Locations: 

Cnr Spencers Brook and Wilberforce Road 
Great Southern Highway, south of York 
Cnr Great Southern Highway and Gwambygine Road East 

• • Pools of the Avon and Dale Rivers 
Deep pools and natural braided sections of the fresh to 
brackish Avon and Dale Rivers. 
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Priority Ecological Communities 

• PECs in Goomalling 

• Pl - Red Morrel Woodlands of 
the Wheatbelt 

• Between Calingiri-Goomalling Rd 
and Goomalling-Wyalkatchem Rd, 
north of townsite 

Priority Ecological Communities 

• PECs in Quairading 

• P1 Banksia prionotes and Xylomelum 
angustifolium low woodlands on 
transported yellow sands 

found in: 
Crown Reserve along Quairading-York Road 

Mclellan St Reserve, 
Badjaling Nature Reserve 

• Pl - Tamma-Dryandra-Eremaea shrublands 
on cream sands of the Ulva Landform Unit 

• Crown Reserve along Quairading-York Road 

Flora Roads 

Berry Brow Rd, Shire of York 

j' 
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Disturbance Opportunists 

Important Factors for Disturbance 
Opportunists 

• Time of year - Season (the right time of year to have 
already produced seed after flowering) 

• Time interval - Frequency (the time given between 
disturbances to reach reproductive maturity and 
produce enough viable seed) 

What DEC can do for you 

• Provide location details on Threatened Flora 
populations 

• Ass_ist with "To Take Applications" 

• Provide on-site assessment 

• Collect seeds or cuttings from Threatened Flora 
populations that are to be taken 

• Provide and erect Threatened Flora markers 

• Information on various management strategies, such 
as Shire 'adopting' a Threatened plant, etc 

11 
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Managin g ESi\ 's in roadsides 

REMEMBER 
If clearing native vegetation is required in 
or near any areas associated with ESA 
markers (yellow hockey sticks) contact 
local DEC Officers for advice, prior to 
undertaking any works . 

Contact details 

Department of Environment and Conservation 
Robert Bendon (Flora Conservation Officer) Northam 

9622 8940 (mobile 0427 228 949) 
moving to DAFWA office in 2 weeks, 

75 York Rd, Northam 6401 

Roadside Conservation Committee 
Jana Sturis (Executive Officer) Kensington 

9334 0423 or 0417 090 131 

~=-·~-- 0 
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Roadside Conse1Vation Committee 

Flora Road Nomination Form For enquiries phone 9334 0423 

Name of person making nomination: ____________ _ 

Date: _______________________ _ 

Contact details: 

FLORA 

• Phone: ______________________ _ ROAD 
Fax: _______________________ _ 

Email: ______________________ _ 

Postal address: ____________________ _ 

General Information: 

Road Name: _______________________ _ 

Locality: ________________________ _ 

Shire: _________________________ _ 

Road Reserve Details: 

Length of road section (km): ____________ _ 

Width of road reserve (m)-see diagram: ________ _ 

Width of roadside vegetation (m): __________ _ 

Condition of vegetation: ______________ _ 

Vegetation Type (Eg. types of trees, shrubs or annuals): (if known) 

Is the road close to a Main road or Highway? (Please name) __________ _ 

Have RCC roadside surveys been carried out previously? ____________ _ 

Are there other values are present? (i.e. landscape, cultural, tourism, historic, etc) ___ _ 

Other information/comments: ____________________ _ 

Please include photos if possible. Photos should show the road as part of a landscape 
rather than close ups of particular plant species. 

To nominate a Flora Road, please fill in this form and send to the Roadside Conservation 
Committee via: 
Post- Locked Bag 104, Bentley Delivery Centre, Bentley, WA 6983. 
Fax- (08) 9334 0199. 
Email- rcc@dec.wa.gov.au 
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Best Practice Management 
clearing methodology 

/ ~ Roadside Conservation Committee 

Terminology 

• What is the road side? 
- Top of the backslope to the fence 

~ Roadside Conservation Committee 
/~'Ja 

Objective 

Maintaining various 
values 

• 
Allowing for a clear zone 

11/25/2011 
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Objective 

Avoiding the ugly 

~ --==-"--,.3'!------- r===-
. I 

Planning and Design 

Plan· for clearing at an early stage of project 

• Width of road reserve taken into account 

- drain construction can potentially damage substantial 
amounts of vegetation. 

Shrubs and ground cover plants should be retained on 
backs lopes: 

- Assists in reducing drain scour 

- Reduce siltation 

- Provides a safer recovery zone. 

• Vegetation to be retained 

should be marked out well 

~ - before clearing occurs. 
/ '.,'~ 

Machinery 
• Machinery for clearing 

should be suited to the 
particular vegetation 
type. 

• Rubber-tyred vehicles 
cause less damage to 
topsoil, understorey 
- used where possible. 

• Smaller machinery 
should be used were 
possible 

• Larger machinery 
requires more space to 
manoeuvre 
- Less selective about 

clearing. 

11/25/2011 
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Tools of the trade 

Tools of the trade 

Dozer/Grader 

Tools of the trade 

Slasher 

3 



Tools of the trade 

Excavator 

Tools of the trade 

Slope and ditch mower 

Tools of the trade 

Hammer head mulcher 

11/25/2011 
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The Outcome to avoid 
If used incorrectly 

these machines can 
have undesirable 

outcomes 

The Outcome to aim for 

Felling trees onto roadways 
can reduce vegetation 
damaged as a result of 

clearing. 

Vegetation Control __ 
Vegetation may need to be removed: 

- Affect road safety by reducing vision 

- Encroach on the road 

Need to avoid unnecessary damage 

- Work in designated areas 

- Prune enough to meet safety standards 

- AvoidSEAs 

- Prune for a natural finish (e.g. entire branch) 

- Spread mulch over bare areas - weed control 

- Dispose of waste appropriately - avoid burning 

- Don't "tidy" understorey 

- Avoid pushing graded roadside and vegetation 
back into the roadside vegetation 

11/25/2011 
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Weed Control 
Compete and displace native 
vegetation 

Increased fire hazard 

May require action to remove if 
identified in regulation 

Actions to take: 

- Identify weeds for specific action 

- Train staff in weed ID 

- Apply effective weed control 

- Manage topsoil movement 

- Clean equipment and vehicles 

- Minimise disturbance of 
vegetation 

- Dispose of weeds appropriately 

Herbicide use 
Can be effective at controlling weeds 

Application can also effect native plants 

Minimise use and ensure appropriate 
techniques are used 

Use approved products at recommended 
rate 

Train herbicide operators 

Ensure herbicide programs are effective 

Maintain records 

Avoid runoff 

Liaise with neighbours 

Consider alternatives to herbicides 

Ongoing Management 

• Managing the remaining vegetation is 
important to ensure longer term problems are 
not created . 

• Vegetation should not be heaped on roadsides 
- Can increase fuel loads and 
- Impact on the health of other vegetation. 

• Where possible cleared material should be 
used in rehabilitation/revegetation of similar 
condition/type sites as it provides a cheap 
source of local seed stock. 

11/25/2011 
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Ongoing Management 

• Where larger vegetation needs to be removed 
(i.e. line of site clearing) 
- Pruning can minimise damage to surrounding 

vegetation . 

• Allowing ground cover vegetation to remain 
undisturbed can reduce erosion and weed 
problems. 

• Burning cleared vegetation should only be used 
as a last resort and further legislative 
requirements may apply to burning activities. 

In Summary 
Think about how you can minimize clearing: 

• Does the road have to be 
that wide? 

• Can we widen to one side 
which may have a lower 
biological value? 

• Can we incorporate passing 
bays for low volume roads? 

• Can we realign the road into 
an adjacent cleared 
paddock? 

• Are there engineering 

~ options? 

Getting Help 

Jana Sturis 
RCC Executive Officer 

Ph: 9334 0423 
E-mail: rcc@dec.wa.gov.au 

11/25/2011 
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Fire E_colog~i F1r~"''"~'""'s'~"'""'~''' 

Kee;1mes; Fire 
L, 

Management Strategies 

? ,,),,''J 

.... ,,.... ...... ~ . 

Fire E._colog_tJ -FES A° 
~---,--·- ·--· 

, Some ecosystems have evolved to survive fire - some 
plants may even require fires to regenerate. 

, However, fire can have both strong negative and 
positive impacts on natural popu lations of both flora 
and fauna, and thus careful management is required . 

, Fire management in road and rail reserves therefore 
presents a challenge in balancing the risk from fire to 
adjoining life and property with the biodiversity values 
of the native vegetation. 

FE S A° 
:::.=..:...-:r--=.:=.-

, The effect of a fire·is determined by the response of 
plants to the fire frequency, intensity and seasonality. 

, Fire regimes are characterised by: 

, Intensity 

, Frequency 

, Season 

, Spatial pattern or 

extent. 

• - --. ·---...._,___ 

r:::::7-_ -~ -- -
'~ .... 1...------.. - ·-
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F ,re:-- I r <"< JU< 1 Kq 

The time between fi res: 

, A fire regime too frequent 
may cause a change in the 
vegetation structure or 
localised species extinction. 

, Long periods without fire 
will lead to a senescent 
vegetat ion and also add to 
fuel levels, which in turn 
increases the fire intensity 
and behaviour if and when it 
event ually is burnt. 

lESA 
;·:.:;._· ;r.·.:.==..;,;. • • 

Lignotubers 

Fire intens ity is the heat produced by a fire and is 
directly affected by the fuel loads ava ilable. 
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fire 5easoni'llti!) 

Seasonality of fires : the time of year in which a fire occurs 
influences the intensity of the fire 

, temperatures 
, humidity 
, moisture retained in the vegetation and soil. 

rtRCSCASONS 

Seasonality also influences 
plant recovery post fire. 

--~ -

[)urn D,stnbutton 

The distribution of fires through an area can influence the 
survival of some flora and fauna . 

Fires that leave pockets unburnt allow vegetation sensitive to 
fire to recolonise burnt areas and creates a multi-aged plant 
community. 

A patchy burn also allows fauna to take refuge from the fire and 
enables them to survive after the fire, as unburnt vegetation 
offers shelter and food otherwise unavailable in completely 
burnt vegetation. 

'~~ 
·- ~~ 

fuel Loads 'FE SX 
I "''',..-=-"" .. 

l'he amount and·type of fuel available to burn has a major role 
in defining fire behaviour, its intensity and subsequent impact 
on the ecosystem. 

A general rule, the greater the fuel load the greater the rate of 
spread of the fire, and as a consequence the greater the 
Intensity and resources needed·to control it. 

FESA is developing a series of Visual Fuel Load Guides for the 
State and these may be useful particularly for inexperienced 
persons in assessing fuel loadings. 

3 
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FIKE=Weeds= FIKE 
or 

FIKE;= 1/veed Management= 
.. Native \{egetation 

h~ i' . 

·:~,~::.. 
),,·, ,.,.. ·-:, 

!',~,p~ 

"F E SA 

Linear strips vulnerable 
to disturbance 

Roadside environment 
needs to be understood 
before making decisions 

F.ESA strongly recommends that road and rail managers 
write a fi re management plan. 

The objectives of management actions shou ld give 
consideration to : 

, The prevention of fires along road reserves; 

, The potent ia l hazards/risk of fi re; 

, Biodiversity conservation; 

, The containment of roadside fires; and 

, Recovery from fire. 
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fire Management 5trat-eg1es l ~~~f 
1 Frotecbon 

This management strategy is most appropriate for areas with : 
, High conservation value vegetation 

, Fire vulnerable vegetation 

, Threatened f lora, TECs or PECs, or threatened fauna 

, Other environmentally sensitive areas (ESA) 

, Phytophthora dieback risk 

, Low weed density 

, Lots of hollow logs and trees with hollows 

, Historical or archaeological sites 

, Fragile areas or vulnerable natural features 

, Low fuel loads 

/~ I' Low fire risk 

~ -
f,re Manag.ement 5trnteg,es ~~lt 

2 . Gr,ide 5houlde,-s and Drarns 

This management strategy is a good solution where most of the 
factors listed above apply but some form of fuel break is needed 
between the road's travelling surface and the vegetation. 

This strategy may not be appropriate for areas with a 
Phytaphthora dieback risk, unless appropriate hygiene is 
implemented, i.e. vehicles and machinery are clean on entry 
and exit. 

f,rc Management Strategies -~-~-~! 
"'> . Slash Shoulders ,md Drarns ·- ---

Slash vegetation growing in drains and shoulders 
, Reduces-fuel loads and h•eight 
, Should occur prior to seed head production. 

Suitable management strategy 
, Same situation described for grading 

Used where there is a risk of erosion, Phytaphthora 
dieback or herbicide runoff into sensitive areas. 

Vehicles and machinery should.be clean on entry and 
exit of soi l.and plant material 
, Consult DEC ifThreatened or priority flora, 

threatened or priority fauna, TECs or PECs, and ESAs 
are involved·to ensure that planned works will not 
impact these values. 

5 



fire: Man2i,s;c-·mc--1il ~'7t , dt.c~1~s FEs A· 

·1 '-- pra, 1 ';-,k,ulcl c:rs r1nd I Jrams 

Herbicide spraying in drains and on shoulders can prevent 
vegetation, particularly annual grasses, from growing close to 
the road surface. 

Spraying, like slash ing, is suitable for erosion and 
Phytophthoro dieback risk areas. 

However, care must be taken with off-target damage, where 
the herbicide can kill native vegetation growing on the 
roadside, or where the herbicide can damage aquatic plant 
and animal life. 

fire Mi-\ r-i ~cmc·nl ,St·, a L·~,~ , ·FES A 

Selt' :.-- L,;c Fuel j CLlucl~un 

This management strategy is most appropriate for areas with: 

, High conservation value vegetation 

, Fire vulnerable vegetation 

, DRF or other environmentally sensitive areas 

, Low weed density 

, High fuel loads 

, Medium to high risk to property 

f,n: M ,rn,;:c_e m,· 111 St r;.itc,;1es I FE SA 
o Fuel K,:duc t,L,n t)ur~s =~~-..,_. 

With careful consideration, fuel reduction burns can be used 
to reduce fuel loads and promote regeneration . 

This management strategy is appropriate for areas with: 

, l'ligh risk to surrounding life and property 

, Low conservation value vegetation 

, Fire regenerative vegetation 

, No ORF, TECs or, threatened fauna 

, No environmentally sensit ive areas 

, No historica l sites 

, High weed density 

, High fuel loads 
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? .,,,.))'Ja 

Firebreaks on roadsides are most suitable when the roadside 
is particularly wide and where a firebreak is considered the 
best option to protect roadside vegetation and other values. 

Firebreaks for the protection of adjacent values or assets, 
such as crops, shou ld generally be constructed within the 
property where the value to be protected is located. 
However, the values at risk if a firebreak Is not constructed or 
adequately maintained should also be taken into account. 

FES A 
Where to ~rum here" :::.=._-:r~=-

Once a Fire Management Plan has been developed constant 
review and improvement of the plan is essential. 

Vegetation on roadsides is dynamic, the structure, fuel loads 
and ecology changes regularly - any plan must take this into 
account. 

T eke Home Messages FE SA' 
:.:.:..-::r~=-

, Fire can have both strong negative and positive impacts on 
natural populations of both flora and fauna, and thus 
careful management is required. 

, Fire regimes are characterised by: 
✓ Intensity 
✓ Frequency 
✓ Season 
✓ Spatial pattern or extent 

, Select the right management strategy for the job·- burning 
is not always the best solution. 

7 
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Assesslllg Roadside 
Vegetation fire 

R.e9u1rements 

Wh d d , FES A tJ assess ro <'! s1 e vegetot1on ' =-=--==-

An assessment of the roadside 
environment, surrounding values 
and potential fire behaviour will 
develop an understanding of 
potential impacts, hazards and risks 
to native vegetation and adjoining 
life and property of an individual 
roadside. 

Description of- t-he Area 

, Road Information 

, Left or right side of the road 

, Road reserve width and roadside 
vegetation 

, Land use and-assets 

, Vegetation 

, Fuel Loads 

,oa::1 1csc ... ·e 
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-e ntd-tj nnc ,~::,s ~::=-- ~ r ll\ Jt(J n111c1 l i d l 

\'.al,ws 
Roadside Vegetation : 

r Conservation Value 

, Threatened Flora 

, Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas (~SA's) 

, Dieback 

, Weed Density . 

·rES -/'\ 11d A'=''> 6 ,;> I_ n 1, tr <ln m,· n t ;, I 

Wildlife: 

, Threatened Fauna 

, Hollow logs and 
Tree Hollows 

, Connecting 
uncleared areas 

, Wildlife 
considerations 

Surrounding Values: 

l,1c 

, Aboriginal or European 
Heritage 

, Fragile areas and Natural 
features 

, Water Catchments and 
storage 

, Aesthetics 

, Threat to and from 
adjoining property 

, Utilities.and Roadside 
furniture 

11/25/2011 
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.FE SA 
Jdentl!:l and Assess Other Values =--:=,=--

Current Management: 

, Roadside Vegetation 
Management Plan 
(RVMP) 

,. Revegetation Areas 

, Weed Control programs 

, Monitoring and survey 

, Interest groups 

,- Fire History 

,. Fuel Load 

, Fuel Type 

r Likely Fire 
Behaviour 

(heckl,st 

...... .~ .. _ .,,._ ... _ j 
:! ==~~-- -- . -·~ ~ 
I \ 

,..,si:: ••m ROA0, 1oi:: ASSESS"'"'"T-S ist, 2 

;:;--·---
- •b---- •••- ~'"' 

______ ,.., .. _ 
--.----··----
---~- -------~ -~- - ·- -
-- - -· --- -----· --- --- -
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r<., \ ,ds,d,- i-- Ir, M d n ;,~e men l 

( JU1dc-l1nes ' 

• Roadside burning must not take place without the 
consent of the managing authority. 

• Local Governments should adopt local policies to 
manage roadside fuel loads. 

• Biodiversity conservation and the abatement of fire 
hazard shou ld form the basis of all fire management 
decisions. 

ir e-" M , ,n r1g ,"' m(""" nl 

311 1dd,o,s 

Firebreaks shou ld be considered on roadsides where 
the firebreak is considered necessary to protect the 
vegetation or surrounding assets without lessening its 
conservation va lue. 

The road manager shall specify the maximum width 
to which the break may be constructed. 

In the case of any dispute concerning roadside fire 
management, FESA shou ld be called in to arbitrate 

11/25/2011 
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Last edited 25/11 /08 

FIRE AND ROADSIDE ASSESSMENT 
This assessment should be undertaken after read ing, and in conjunction with, "Management Guidelines for Fire Use and Control in Road and Rail 
Reserves" 

Shire Date 
Road name Assessment No 
Road Category Assessment by 
Length of road and reserve in this assessment (km) 

Description Left Verge 
Step 1. Indicate land use on adjacent land 
Step 2. Indicate width of road and roadside reserves 
Step 3. Describe vegetation in the road reserve 
Step 4. Indicate fuel loads in the road reserve and adjacent land 
Step 5. Indicate proximity of property 

ADJACENT LAND RESERVE ROAD RESERVE 

Objective(s) to be Addressed (Part 4) 

Environment 
Roadside Vegetation (Part 5, contact DEC) (Please circle) 

Is the vegetation in good condition (~Jgh conservation value ]____ High Me~iurn hig~ 

Is there any known Declared Rare Flora ORF ? 

Are there an other Environmental! Sensitive Areas ESA ? 

- - - ~ --- - --- ------

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

- ~ "-'-''---'--'--''-'---'-"---'-----'---'---'---C...:...:"-'-<C-'-r e.c..c;:.,:ac.;:u:.c.;t i.cc.o cc.n s:;,.c,c.n e.c..ecc.;dc.ce:...cd__c_? ______ Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Medium low -. ..... . .. ·-

Right Verge 

Low 

SLK: 

SLK: 

ADJACENT LAND 

Unknown 

- - ----·····-·-··-------·-·-
SLK: 

What is the weed burden? ____ _ _ H_i_gh Medium hig_b._ Medium low Low J~ ··-· __ 

Wildlife (Part 5, contact DEC) (Please circle) 

Are there af"!_y threatened fauna to consider? Yes 

Are hollow lo~_re_s_e_n_t? ______________ Yes 

Are trees with hollows resent? Yes 

Does the roadside vegetation connect areas of uncleared 
vegetation? ---- Yes 

Are there an other wildlife considerations? Yes - ---- ----- ··------------

No 

No 

No SLK: 

No 

No 

SLK: 

· Please complete other side 



Last edited 25/11 /08 

FIRE A D ROADSIDE ASSESSME T- Side 2 

Surrounds 
Surrounding Values (Part 5, contact DIA, WC, FESA) 
Are there historical or archaeological sites (Aboriginal or 

E~Q~~.!71? .. . -
Are there fragile areas or natural features (eg . caves, steep 
slopes, granite outcrops)? 
Is there a gazetted water catchment or water storage boundary 
involved? 

Is the road a Flora Road, tourist drive or major road? 

What is the threat to surrounding property? 

Current Management (contact DEC, local groups, RCC) 
Is this road covered by a roadside vegetation management 
plan? 

Are there are any revegetated areas? 

Are there any weed control programs for this road? 

Will any monitoring or survey sites be disturbed? 
Do other groups have an interest in this roadside (eg. DEC, 
weed action group, Lions Cl~b)? 

Fire 
Risk of a Fire Starting (Part 5, FESA Visual Fuel Guide) 

Time since the last fire (years)? 

What is the estimated fuel load (Uha)? 

What is the fuel type? 

Fire Risks (Part 5, contact FESA) 

V\!h.91 is the likE!ly fire b~ha_v(()~r along this ro~_? 

What will the fire behaviour be if it leaves the road reserve? - - -·----- - -

Whal is the extent of fire prevention works on adjoining land? 

Advice will be sought from: 

DEC FESA RCC Dept Ag and Food WA 

Treatment solution Left: 

(Please circle) 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

High Medium 

(Please circle) 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

(Please circle) 

0 - 5 

0-5 

Grasses 

5 - 10 

5-10 

Shrubland 

(Please circle) 

Low Medium 

Low 

•-- H -•H 

Group : 

>10 

>10 

Woodland 

High 

Low Medium . Hj_gb 

Firebreak No firebreak Width : 

.. 

Main Roads Shire Local groups 

SLK: 

SLK: 

SLK: 

No action Grade drains Slash drains Spray herbicide in drains Selective hazard reduction Burn 

Other: 

I > 

I ' 

I -: 
I 

~ I 
I ' 
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-- ---- --.... l -

Firebreak 
(Contact OAF and DEC) (Contact FESA) --------------------------------------------1 Treatment solution Right: 

No action Grade drains Slash drains 

Rational for treatment choice: 

Spray herbicide in drains 
(Contact OAF and DEC) 

Selective hazard reduction Burn 
(Contact FESA) 

>·-- 1 

Firebreak 
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Site Visits 



Spencers Brook Road, York 

NOTES: 



NOTES: 



Mokine Road, York 

NOTES: 



NOTES: 



Session 8 

Review and Feedback 



RCC TRAINING FEEDBACK FORM 

Please mark where you think most reflects the training. 

Content l-----------------------------------1--------------------------------------I 

Too little Spot on Too much 

Pace l-----------------------------------1--------------------------------------I 

Too little Spot on Too much 

Form at l-----------------------------------1--------------------------------------I 

Too little Spot on Too much 

Comments: We're interested in: 

What was most valuable to you? ______________________________ _ 

What could have been improved? _____________________________ _ 

What other training might be helpful in your job? ______________________ _ 




