
Rock Fishing and Coastal Risks

• Continuing deaths and 
near miss accidents



• CALM VRM Policy  
and policy 18 do not 
deal specifically with 
this issue

• A range of active 
measures and education 
approaches are used



• Many people who are 
lost are locals or those 
who feel that they 
“know” the conditions

• Risks are taken when 
playing or landing fish 
or recovering gear



• The consequences are often fatal
• Rescue is difficult 
• The locations are often remote



• Regardless of the warnings - people will 
still take risks



Options include
• Warning Signs



Signs and 
Education



Anchors and Tie Off points



• Life jackets 
and other 
flotation 
devices





What’s Happening
• Working group looking at 

issues
• Discussion paper and 

recommendations 
prepared

• Goes to VRM steering 
committee and possibly 
corp exec for approval

• South Coast continuing to 
work with Police, other 
Govt Dept and community

•Trial of anchor 
points being 
conducted in 
South West 
Region
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