
FR. Submission No. 67 

AUSTRALIAN SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON TRADE AND COMMERCE 

INQUIRY INTO ALL ASPECTS OF AUSTRALIA'S 

FORESTRY AND FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRIES 

Submission by: 

FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

April 1979 

********** 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Identification 

Introduction 

Forest Policy 

Forest Area and Ownership 

Hardwood Sawmilling and Woodchipping in W.A. 

Softwood Sawmilling 

Industry Work Force 

Industrial 

Forest Environmental Management 

Northern Jarrah Forest: 

Bauxite Mining 

Disease 

Utilisation and Marketing 

Demand 

Research 

Areas of Research 

Productivity and Industry Training 

National Co-ordination 

Appendix "A" 

Appendix "B" 

Attachment 1. 

Attachment 2. 

Statistics 

Areas of Research 

Annual Report 1978 

Copy of Submission to IAC 



AUSTRALIAN SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON TRADE AND COMMERCE 

INQUIRY INTO ALL ASPECTS OF AUSTRALIA'S 

FORESTRY AND FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRIES 

IDENTIFICATION 

Forest Products Association (W.A.) is an organisation 

comprising member companies prominent in the timber 

an9 wood based products industries in Western Australia. 

A number of these companies are involved in a range of 

activities including felling and logging in south-west 

forest areas, sawmilling and conversion of logs, further 

processing of a wide range of timber and wood based 

products, and the marketing and sale of these products 

in diverse markets. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Timber Industry, based on the sawing of hardwoods, began 

in the earliest days of settlement, developed rapidly in the 

189Os and reached peak production about 1913. 

Historically, its effect on development was manifold. Railway 

systems were built to serve the timber industry, harbours were 

built at Bunbury and Busselton, the development of agriculture 

was aided by the employment given to farmers, .there was 

considerable township development, and the hardwood timber 

industry provided access for other land users. 

Member Companies of Forest Products Association (W.A.) were 

there at the beginning and their names have become synonymous 

not only with the industry, but with the whole of the region. 

The wood production industry has had considerable social and 

economic significance to communities throughout the South-West 

since settlement began in Western Australia. 

Timber is the mainstay of the lower south-west of the State, 

whole towns being dependent upon its activities. 

Ouite apart from those directly engaged in the Industry, 

retail traders, transport drivers, and those engaged in a 

wide range of services in the timber towns, depend vitally 

upon a prosperous industry. 

An important feature of the timber industry is that it is 

one of the few industries which has been responsible for a 

large degree of desirable decentralised development. Towns 

with all amenities such as schools, hospitals, water supplies, 

and the general community needs, have grown up around sawrnilling. 

The timber industry provides considerable revenue to the W.A. 

Forests Department (in excess of $5 million in 1977/78), to 

the W.A. Government Railways (approximately $3 million in 

1977/78), and to other Government instrumentalities. 
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For the interest of·the Committee, attached is a copy of the 

1978 Annual Report of the Association, which outlines the 

spread of activity of the W.A. Timber Industry. 

A major change developing in the annual timber resource 

availability from Hardwood and Softwood will have a great 

bearing on the structure of the wood based industries, and 

on the South-West community in coming years. 

It is understood that the W.A. Forests Department has made 

available to the Committee a copy of General Working Plan 86 

of 1977. 

The object of the General Working Plan is to ensure in the 

short term that present levels of supply are maintained and 

that, by early next century, the estimated local demand for 

sawn timber can be met from local supplies. At the same 

time, the cut from indigenous forest will be regulated 

according to the long term productive capacities of the 

respective species, having due regard for regional stability 

of the timber industry and employment. 

Referring ,again to sawlog production policy, the Working 

Plan provides for the gradual reduction in the level of 

hardwood sawlog cut to between 150 000 cubic metres and 

200 000 cubic metres over the next 50 years, with an increase 

in the level of pine sawlog production of approximately 

900 000 cubic metres by the year 2010. 

The Working Plan strongly emphasises the need for Western 

Australia to be self-sufficient in timber. 

The phased reduction of hardwood intake will involve 

(a) am&lgamation of sawmills into a reduced 

number of units of economic size; 

(b) variations of permits and licences to 

provide the management flexibility 

necessary for multiple use forestry; 
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(cl re-location·of mills and processing 

facilities in more socially favoured 

localities; 

(d) transferring part of the workforce to 

re-manufacturing activities and into 

the developing pine processing industry 

which will be established in the South­

west, but not necessarily at those centres 

currently occupied by the hardwood industry. 

During the next 5 years this reduction will involve the 

closure of about 18 sawmills. 

The closure of timber mills due to lack of log resource is 

not a new experience to sawmilling companies, which have 

perfected the means of transferring labour and houses 

sometimes complete communities to new sites. However, 

the forthcoming down-turn in hardwood production will throw 

additional stress upon the work-force and companies respons­

ible. 

FOREST POLICY: 

In 1918, the major requirements of policy were to provide 

for a permanent forest estate, to control the sawmilling 

industry and to protect the forest from fire and other 

destructive agencies. 

Demands on the State Forest which were created through the 

1918 Act continue to expand. The growing population requires 

increasing volumes of wood and water to meet its needs. 

The activities of bauxite mining and the Jarrah dieback 

disease have put additional demands on the Forests Depart­

ment as well as the Industry. 
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Affluence and improved awareness within the public sector 

have also placed higher values and demands on the less tangible 

forest benefits such as aesthetics, recreation and biological 

preservation. 

As a finite resource, the forests must continue to be managed 

so that benefits can be shared by all sections of the community, 

and therefore Government forest policy is now based on a 

multiple use concept. 

FOREST AREA AND OWNERSHIP: 

As at the 30th June, 1978, land under the control of the Forests 

Department in the South-West was classified as follows :-

Tenure 

State Forest 

Forest Act Timber Reserves 

Freehold land held in the 
name of the Conservator 
of Forests 

Land under control of the 
Forests Department 

Area 
(hectares) 

853 876 

117 517 

26 212 

1 997 605 hectares 

The arEa may be classified into the following broad forest 

types :-

Type Area 
(hectares) 

Jarrah 1 451 000 

Karri 140 000 

Wandoo 106 000 

Mallet 10 000 

Tuart 3 000 

Pinus radiata 20 000 

Pinus pinuster 23 000 

Very open areas 215 000 

1 968 000 hectares 
-- --·- ----
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HARDWOOD SAWMILLING AND WOODCHIPPING IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 

Under proper management of native forests, sawmilling is a 

major silvicultural tool whereby appropriate felling of 

mature and over-mature trees can be carried out through 

selective and clear-felling processes to ensure regener­

ation and the maintenance of productive, healthy . forests 

in perpetuity. 

Western Australian sawmillers extract sawlogs almost entirely 

from State forests through a controlled system of permits and 

licences. The control of this system is exercised by the 

W.A. Forests Department and effected through the Department's 

forest management policies. 

between 

As a result, there is a ·balance 

(a) sustaining sawmilling as a large diversified 

rural industry employing thousands of people; 

(b} maintaining and improving forest resources; and 

(c) developing other essential uses of the forest such 

as recreation, water catchment, tourism, etc. 

The latest available figures far the year 1977/78 show that 

885 540 cubic metres of hardwood sawlogs produced 347 111 

cubic metres of sawn timber, representing 39% effective sawn 

recovery. 

The remaining 61% residue volume comprises hardwood which 

cannot be converted to sawn timber (saleable) due to various 

natural defects in the logs, kerf and bark. Although this 

residue figure appears high, current sawmilling practices 

related to market requirements cannot reduce it further and 

it was therefore necessary to dispose of the residue. Also, 

durine felline operations in the forest, some trees were 

consequently found to be so extensively defective as to make 

it uneconomical to haul them to a sawmill for conversion. 

These trees were left lying in the forest. 
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The advent of the woodchipping industry has resolved much of 

the problem of better utilisation, management and regeneration 

of the forest resource, and W.A. sawmillers regard the wood­

chipping industry as a much needed adjunct to normal sawmill 

operations in the forest for conversion of forest and mill 

residue into a commercially acceptable product. 

Of interest to the Committee will be the following cost figures 

for regeneration, as recently published by the W.A. Forests 

Department:-

Woodchipping vs. non chipping costs in 
Karri and Marri mixtures: 

Typical 
KM Stand 

Sawlog Royalty 
78 cu.m@ $5.70 

Chipwood Royalty 
150 cu.en@ 74¢ 

Gross Return/ 

With 
Chipping 

$444.60 

$111 . 00 

Without 
Chipping 

$444.60 

Hectare $555. 60 $444. 60 

Option 1 

Cost of Regener­
ation with seed 
trees 

Gross Return/ 
Hectare 

Option 2 

Cost of Regener­
ation by hand 
plantinr: 

Gross Return/ 
Hectare 

Option 3 

Cost of Regener­
ation by seeding 

Gross Return/ 
Hectare 

$90.00 $140.00 

$465.60 $304.60 

$177. 60 $227.60 

$378.00 ·$217.00 

$102.60 $152.60 

$453.00 $292.00 
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The woodchipping industry is based on extensive utilisation 

of the Marri species, except that Marri logs graded as 

sawlogs will cont1nue to be processed into sawn timber. Karri 

sawmill and forest residue is being chipped, and with the 

installation of chippers at the sawmills will increasingly 

supplement the volume of chips produced from Marri residue. 

A total of 434 377 m3 of Marri and Karri, unsuitable for 

sawmilling, were used in the production of woodchips in 

1977/78. In addition 89 390 tonnes of chips prepared from 

mill residue were purchased from sawmills. 

SOFTWOOD SAWMILLING: 

In 1978 the Forests Department sold two of its Pine Sawmills 

to private interests. 

The major hardwood sawmillers directly faced with mill 

closures and loss of resource volume presented to Government 

a case for their obtaining preferential access to the pine 

resource. 

The sale specified construction of two new softwood mills 

with a capacity for an annual intake of 50 000 m3 of pine 

logs by 1982 to 1985. 

The outcome of consideration of responses to the tender 

was that a consortium of hardwood sawmillers were granted 

the part of the resource which would become available at 

the later time. 

The earlier resource was granted to a consortium with 

major pine interest in particle board and case manufacture. 

A third mill at Pemberton was leased. 
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The outcome of the sale of the pine resource is outliried 

to foreshadow problems which can be expected in maintaining 

a stable timber industry in W.A. 

At present the increased imports of Eastern States pine at 

competitive costs with the local pine are a forerunner of 

unsettling influences. Because of the age groups and 

lower production costs of plantations in S.E. Australia 

together with established, partly depreciated production 

plant, the ability for local production to compete will 

remain very difficult in W.A. for many years. 

For self-sufficiency to be attained in forest products in 

W.A. from softwood plantations a continuing and increasing 

export market will need to be established for certain classes 

of production, in particular the younger age groups and lower 

quality stands and species. At present we are fortunate in 

having an export orientated particle board plant utilising 

400 tonnes a day of pine thinnings. This is essential for 

plantation management so as to produce economically the log 

that will yield future structural grade timber. 

The \-J.A. forest industry has therefore already demonstrated 

its ability in this area and Forest Products Association (W.A.) 

supports the concept of net self-sufficiency for W.A. in 

forest products i.e. local production plus imports equals 

local consumption plus exports. 

INDUSTRY WORK FORCE: 

There is at present a total of 5,400 workers encaged directly 

in the timber industry in Western Australia, comprising 

2,500 in sawmills, 750 in ancillary occupations, 1,000 in 

metropolitan yards, 500 in sales and administration, and 

650in suburban and country branches. 
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Indirectly, many thousands of others depend upon the sawmill 

industry, servicing it and its employees, the timber towns 

and their populations. 

INDUSTRIAL: 

A matter of great significance is that employers and employees 

within the timber industry in Western Australia have an 

outstanding record in industrial relations. The history 

of harmony within this industry can be considered impeccable, 

particularly as the industry engages such a wide range of 

trades and skills. 

The Forest Products Association has achieved a healthy 

relationship with the timber industry unions. 

FOREST ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: 

The W.A. Timber Industry, in a spirit of consultation and 

co-operation, has subscribed to and accepted the principles 

of environmental management and multiple use over a number 

of years. 

These actions have included 

(a) Acceptance of and compliance with the 

responsibility for fire protection and 

olher environmental controls in relation 

Lo flora and fauna and the protection of 

regrowth under the terms of permits and 

licences governing logging operations. 

(b) Adoption of modified logging practices to 

meet the requirements of. dieback hygiene, 

and acceptance of additional costs 

associated with these. 
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(c) Acknowledgement of the need for periodic 

royalty increases at least to sustain 

existing levels of forest protection. 

(d) Land management for catchment protection 

in the northern forests where industry 

operations have proved to be compatible 

with the requirements of fresh water 

supplies over a very long period. 

An Environmental Protection Authority had been set up in W.A. 

by the State Government to monitor environmental impacts and 

to examine and approve proposals affecting the environment. 

None the less, the Forest Products Association has considered 

the subject of sufficient importance to set up its own 

independent consultant panel entitled "The Forest Industries 

Environmental Advisory Committee". 

The Committee is at present constituted as follows:-

Dr. J.S. Beard, D.Phil. (Convenor) 

Professor J.F. Loneragan, Ph.D. 

Professor M. Hugo-Brunt, B.Arch., M.C.D., M. Arch. 

Dr. Beard had previous experience in the British Colonial 

Forest Service, then as a silviculturist in the South 

African Wattle Industry; as Director of King's Park and 

Botanic Gardens, Perth; and as Director of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Sydney. Dr. Loneragan is Professor of 

Biological Sciences at Murdoch University, and Mr. Hugo­

Brunt is Professor of Architecture at the University of W.A. 

NORTHERN JAR RAH FORE.ST: 

Bauxite Mining 

The Industry is not opposed to bauxite mining, and indeed 

believes that well-planned, controlled economi c growth 
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can be accommodated within the multiple use management 

objectives of forest policy set out in the Forest Depart­

ment's "General Working Plan" accepted by the Government 

and supported by the sawmilling industry. 

In particular, the Conservator's autonomous role as 

Manager of State Forests and other forest lands under his 

control is strongly supported. 

However, unlike the mining industry, the timber industry 

depends for its future upon a renewable resource in the 

very long term, although it is very much aware of natural 

obstacles such as forest diseases that can have great 

influence on planning. The industry expects bauxite 

mining to replace the renewable resource to the standard 

that current knowledge allows supported by continuing 

research. 

Disease 

A major disease in the Northern Jarrah Forest is Dieback. 

In 1965 the fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi was identified 

as' the causative agent of Jarrah dieback disease. The 

realisation that the disease was contagious has completely 

changed the assessment of its implications for the industry 

and the natµre of resear~h and management procedures 

necessary-for its control. 

Without control the disease will eventually destroy much 

of the Jarrah forest. Control measures will take time to 
/ 

develop. The timber industry has therefore voluntarily 

agreed to restrict its activities to minimise the spread 

of the disease while research workers investigate control 

measures and alternative forestry systems. 

Many of the restrictions adopted have been expensive to 

the industry, but the industry has recognised that they 

are essential if a permanent timber industry is to be 
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retained in the region of the Jarrah forest, and if other 

serious environmental problems are to be avoided. 

Given sufficient time and effort, alternative forestry 

practices will be devised to preserve forests in the Jarrah 

forest region, and to maintain a timber industry within them. 

UTILISATION AND MARKETING: 

Many difficult problems are facing the Hardwood Sawmilling 

Industry, particularly with respect to the utilisation of 

the declining forest resource, and this situation has been 

further aggravated by the effect of dieback. 

There is acceptance of the need to achieve the highest 

possible yield of forest products with complementary 

utilisation of the harvested timber. However, the 

marketing of Western Australian hardwood timber and timber 

products is highly complex, and very vulnerable to competition 

from imports and substitute building materials. 

Timber marketing will henceforth require even more careful 

attention as the availability of local pine becomes signi­

ficant, especially in the structural grades, to ensure that 

the building industry particularly will utilise all local 

species with confidence. 

For orderly marketing and industrial stability it will be 

in~ortant to maintain a close watch on hardwood and softwood 

production, and questions such as technical promotion and 

sales approach in the market place. 

It will also be important:-

(a) To ensure that a supply balance is maintained. 

(bl To study the processing of hardwood and 

softwood raw materials into the various 

forest products in terms of market 

development and patterns of consumµtion. 
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In this regard the demand for sawn timber for 

dwellings and the types of dwellings being 

built will be a critical factor. The sizes 

and density of housing and the trend towards 

smaller family units will also have an 

influence. 

(c) To study the availability of substitutes which 

will have an effect on the , consumption of 

timber and timber products. 

(d) To monitor the level of imports of timber, 

especially manufactured products such as 

mouldings from Malaysia and Singapore sources, 

and take action as appropriate to maintain 

stability and orderly marketing in the Western 

Australian market place. 

The principal markets supplied by producers of W.A. hardwoods 

are as follows:-

1. 

2. 

3. 

The Local Market which is i:: :· incipally for 

timber used in housing construction. 

The Overseas Market which requires mainly 

timbers of comparatively large sections for 

harbour works, railway sleepers and crossings, 

and mine guides, etc. 

The Interstate Market (W.A. 's principal 

inters t ate market is that of South Australia 

which has no indigenous hardwoods) which 

is supplied with timber for both housing 

construction and for larger undertakings. 

All three markets are to a large deg:"ce inter-related, 

i.e.:-
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. 
In times of down-turn in local and interstate 

market demand, export business is essential 

to maintain economic sawmill production . 

(ii) To ensure maximum and balanced utilisation 

of available sawlog material. 

In local and interstate markets the health of the industry is 

largely dependent upon building construction activity, 

especially cottage construction, which unfortunately continues 

to be in a depressed state. 

Demand is being further affected by:-

(i) Competition from alternative materials. 

(ii) The availability of finance. 

(iii) The tempo of industrial development and 

reduced expansion of population. 

Shown in Appendix "A" are statistics relative to distribution 

of W.A. hardwood production, W.A. pine production, imports of 

timber, and dwelling and house building in W.A. 

RESEARCH: 

The Association recently made a submission to the CSIRO 

Review of Forests and Forest Products Problems, highlighting 

areas requiring attention, ranging from the growing tree to 

the preparation of the material for m2nufacture into various 

products. 

The main avenue for consideration of research activity is 

via the Research, Marketing and Promotion Committee of the 

Australian Timber Producers Council which is represented, 

together with other major forest producer interests, on the 

Forest Products Research Advisory Panel. 
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Over recent years, with the splitting of the Division of 

Forest Products into the Division of Building Research and 

the Division of Applied Chemistry, there has been a 

reduction through retirements in the number of professional 

officers, without replacement. This policy must be reversed. 

To overcome communication problems which had deteriorated 

since the splitting of the functions, and to ensure that there 

is an awareness of Industry requirements, the Joint Committee 

on Forest Industries has established the Forest Products 

Research Advisory Panel. 

As has been stated in other submissions, the CSIRO, as a 

national research organisation, has an important part to 

play in ensuring a viable timber industry in Australia, 

thus reducing dependence upon imports and providing economic 

alternatives to products requiring high energy input. 

AREAS OF RESEARCH: 

Areas of research where there must be an expansive concen­

tration of effort and possibly a much greater degree of 

co-ordination, are shown in Appendix "B". 

PRODUCTIVITY A~D INDUSTRY TRAINING: 

The Timber Industry cf We~tern Australia has always been 

alive to lhc conlribution to improved utilisation anc 

performance derived from productivity eroup activity and 

industry training. 

Five of the six groups currently active in W.A. are timber 

industry groups, three of these in association with the W.A. 

Forests Department, and, as with the other timber producing 

States, W.A. has its own Timber Industry Training Con~ittee, 

affiliated thi~ugh the National Timber Industry Training 

Committee with the National Training Council. 
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A close and harmonious relationship exists between the 

W.A. Timber Industry and the two Commonwealth Departments 

concerned. 

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATION: 

The Australian native timber industry is represented at 

National level by the Australian Timber Producers Council, 

which maintains close liaison with both Federal parliament­

arians and Federal Government departments. 

Native timber industry operations are mainly State-based, 

and for the most part State-owned resources provide the 

raw material. State authorities levy royalty and other 

Government charges, e.g. rail charges, port charges, local 

government, payroll tax, State Energy Commission charges, etc. 

The Federal Government, of course, is concerned with such 

matters as softwood planting agreements, tariffs, taxation 

and employment. 

Of great concern recently has been the long drawn out 

consideration by the Federal Government of the IAC draft 

report on timber, issued last May. A copy of the Submission 

presented by the Forest Products Association is attached. 

The ATPC has expressed concern to the Federal Government 

that:-

"The Government departed from the IAC recommendations 
which were made after a very long, exhaustive and 
very costly enquiry. 

The Government's decision that the Industry be 
subjected to a further reference to the IAC in 
eighteen months is a retrograde step. This decision 
is bad for long term planning by the Industry and is 
contrary to what the Government should be doing to 
increase economic activity and employment. 
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In view of the fact that the Government has a major 
investment in Australian forestry, the decisions 
taken are contrary to the long term interests of 
the Industry and the country. 

The Industry expected that such a comprehensive 
review, as was undertaken by the IAC, would result 
in a better understanding of its problems and would 
lead to some worthwhile assistance being accorded to 
the Australian Industry which is decentralised, is 
labour intensive, and in many small communities is 
the only reason for their existence. " 

In the above regard, it will be of interest to the Committee 

that the native timber industry is a non-subsidised one, and 

has a long record of standing on its own feet. 

The Association trusts that the information contained in this 

Submission will enable the Committee to gain an insight into 

the Western Australian Timber Industry. 

Representatives of the Association attending the Inquiry will 

provide amplification of the subject matter of the Submission, 

should this be desired. 
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I. PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION OF H.A. HARDWOODS 

(a) DIVISION OF TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 

Sai-m Timber % Sawn % Total 
(other than Sleepers 

Sleepers) 

1973174 321 432 86 53 467 14 374 899 

1974175 299 756 81 69 088 19 368 844 

1975/76 306 669 80 76 341 20 383 010 

1976/77 320 841 87 48 310 13 369 151 

1977178 305 538 88 41 573 12 347 111 

( b) DISTRII3UTiotJ OF TOTAL SAW! ! PRODUCTION (m3) 

Exported % Exported % Retained % Total 
Interstate Overseas in H.A. 

1973/74 63 390 17 34 810 9 276 699 74 374 899 

1974175 1.;4 773 12 46 836 13 277 235 75 368 844 

1975176 47 403 13 46 733 12 288 874 75 383 010 

1976/77 37 30"i" 10 34 964 9 296 880 81 369 151 

1977178 28 587 8 25 184 7 293 340 85 347 111 
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(cl DISTRIBUTION Of SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 
(other than Sleepers) 

Exported o/o Exported % Retained o/o Total ---
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1973174 59 378 19 20 989 6 241 065 75 321 432 

1974175 38 940 13 8 833 3 251 983 84 299 756 

1975176 41 619 13 3 239 2 261 811 85 J06 669 

1976177 32 683 10 4 552 2 283 606 88 320 841 

1977178 26 937 9 2 165 1 276 436 90 305 538 

{d) DISTRIBUTION OF SLEEPER PRODUCTION (m3) 

Exported % Exported % Retained % Total 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1973/74 4 012 7 13 821 26 35 634 67 53 467 

1974175 5 833 8 38 003 55 25 252 37 69 088 

1975176 5 784 8 43 494 57 27 063 35 76 341 

. 1976/77 4 624 10 30 412 63 13 274 27 48 310 

1977178 1 650 4 23 019 55 16 904 41 41 573 
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II. TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION - HARDWOODS AND SOFTHOODS (m3) --
Hardwood <l Softwoods c/ 1otal ,~ ,, 
---- - ·---

1973/74 374 899 93 28 169 7 403 068 

1974/75 368 844 93 27 086 7 395 930 

1975/76 38] 010 96 16 258 4 399 268 

1976/77 369 151 96 16 685 4 ]85 836 

1977178 · 347 111 95 18 669 5 365 780 

III. IMPORTS OF TIMBER FROM OVERSEAS 

Undressed Dressed 
Timber (m3) Timber (m3J 

1973174 35 526 578 

1974/75 16 839 711 

1975/76 22 888 1 996 

1976/77 42 636 3 095 

1977178 36 848 3 927 

IV. WOODEN BEADINGS AND MOULDHIGS 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977178 

Value ($) V.F.D. 

75 691 

134 211 

163 488 



// 

/ 

/ 

// 
/ 

V. 

1973/74 

1974175 

1975176 

1976177 

1977178 

1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

4 

HOME BUILDH!G HI W. A. 

(a) Dl-IELLI1!GS - COMME[JCEMENTS 

Hew Houses % Other ¾ Total 
G,.JC 11 i l"..P.:S 
----"=<-

12 843 80 3 214 20 16 057 

9 706 80 2 316 20 12 022 

14 462 74 5 108 26 19 570 

13 965 72 5 474 28 19 439 

11 340 76 3 561 24 14 901 

( b) HOUSES - C0MPLETIOIJS (by material of outer walls) 

Brick •l ,o Brick ¼ Fibro- o/o Total 
Stone Veneer Cement Houses 
Cement + Timber Built 

& Other 

9 596 77 1 604 13 1 317 10 12 5 i7 

8 135 74 1 511 14 1 348 12 10 994 

9 286 77 1 312 11 1 482 12 12 080 

12 288 81 1 424 9 1 443 10 15· 155 

9 531 75 1 810 14 1 344 11 12 685 



, . /rRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

APPENDIX 11 B11 

Telephone 322 2088 

P.O. Box 254, West Perth, W.A. 

Telegraphic AddroH: "TIMAS" 

/ 
~IN STREET, WEST PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, , 6005 

/ . 

11,,f,,ronce: GWK:MJR Date: 1st December, 1978. 

CSIRO COMMITTEE TO REVIEW FOREST AND 

FOREST PRODUCTS PROBLEMS 

SUBMISSION BY: 

FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

This submission was prepared in response to the invitation of the 

CSIRO Committee to Review Forest and Forest Products Problems. 

INTRODUCTION 

Forest Products Association (W.A.) is an organisation comprising 

member companies prominent in the Timber and Wood Products Industries 

in Western Australia. 

Problems facing individual member companies are also of concern on 

an industry basis, both at State and Australia-wide level. 

Member companies of the Association have been encouraged to make 

individual statements, and this submiss ion seeks to support, and is 

complementary in expressing, an industry view. 

NATIONAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION 

The main avenue for consideration of research activity is via the 

Research, Marketing and Promotion Committee of the Australian T~mber 

Producers Council which is represented, together with other major 

forest producer interests, on the Forest Products Research Advisory 

Panel. 

The Association gives full support to submissions made by individual 

member companies and highlights areas of specific concern. 
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Over recent years, with the splitting of the Division of Forest 

Products into the Division of Building Research and the Division of 

Applied Chemistry, there has been a reduction through retirements in 

the number of professional officers, without replacement. This 

policy must be reversed. 

2. 

This re-organisation was effected without consultation with Industry. 

To overcome communication problems which had deteriorated since the 

splitting of the functions, and to ensure that there is an awareness 

of Industry requirements, the Joint Committee on Forest Industries 

established the Forest Products Research Advisory Panel. 

As has been stated in other submissions, the CSIRO, as a national 

research organisation, has an important part to play in ensuring a 

viable timber industry in Australia, thus reducing dependence upJn 

imports, and providing economic alternatives to products requiring 

high energy input. 

AREAS OF RESEARCH 

Areas of research where there mus~ be an expansive concentration of 

effort and possibly a much greater degree of co-ordination include 

the following :-

1. Forest Diseases 

2. 

Especially Phytophthora cinnamomi, which is ravaging 

the Jarrah forest of Western Australia. 

Although a gre3t deal of work is being undertaken by 

a number of agencies, there needs to be an 

organisation officially established to overs2e 

·the total effort. It would seem that the CSIRO 

should have a leading role in this area. 

Soil distur_~~ce effects due to logging machines 

Soil disturbance due to hardwood logging operations is 

a new and important study area which it is believed 

should receive Australia-wide attention. 
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The accommodation of all forest service directives and 

restrictions on the harvesting of forest resources 

could well have significant and lasting effect on 

both forestry and commercial logging operations, and 

is therefore worthy of CSIRO involvement. 

3. Other Subjects which we believe require national co-ordination 

of effort through the CSIRO are :-

(a) The need to monitor changes brought about in 

harvesting techniques due to environmental 

considerations , and the need to advise 

Industry, is worthy of consideration. 

A continuing technical appraisal of changes in 

harvesting equipment would be of great 

assistance to Industry. 

(b) Fire Protection - the effect of fire on dieback 

infested forests. 

(c) Water value - the effect of logging operations. 

(d) Species improvement and regeneration. 

4. Forest Conversion 

(a) Alternative methods of seasoning hardwood need 

to be assessed to offset increasing costs of 

energy. 

(b) Continued investigation into -

(i) Improving all seasoning techniques, e.g. 

high temperature drying of W.A. 

hardwoods, and use of solar kilns. 

(ii) Improved preservation treatments for 

W.A. Hardwoods. 

3. 
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(c) The Australia-wide problem of utilisation of 

sawmill wa~te, forest waste, and woodchip 

bark, requires a more intensive approach. 

(d) Hardwood sawmilling must undergo changes, with 

the increasing supply of smaller and shorter 

logs. Therefore research is warranted into 

alternative cutting patterns and their economic 

effect; also up-grading of saw sharpening 

techniques. 

(e) To date, manufactured homes have not seriously 

competed with site built homes in terms of 

competitive cost, functional design, aesthetic 

appeal and far more efficiency. If work is , 

already advanced in this area a thorough joint 

review with suppliers and the building industry 

would be warranted; otherwise a very real need 

is seen for the development of a composite timber 

framed panel which will lend itself to flexible 

design, variable cladding and integration with 

basic framing systems of timber or other materials 

desiened to appropriate engineering specifications. 

(f) Industry forecasts that there will be a significant 

increase in the production of short scantling. 

There is no known method of producing satisfactory 

glue bonds in Karri. This is considered to be of 

future economic importance. 

(g) Exi~ting hardwood finishes are still seen by the 

customer as presenting undesirable cha~acteristics, 

largely because of a need for periodic renewal. 

The development of chemical methods of overcoming 

this would promote the use of indigenous hardwoods 

4. 

for domestic and commercial use. 

relevance to the use of Karri. 

This has particular 

• 
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5. Extension 

One of the great disabilities of the CSIRO is the complete 

lack of published text book material, and availability 

of research information. 

Newsletters and papers, as such, do not lend themselves 

for use in apprenticeship training or Industry operator 

training. Nor are they suitable for schools. As a 

consequence, there are no condensed and illustrated, 

easily readable text books available to the general 

public. 

Establishment of liaison faciJities is suggested as a 

possible way of achieving the prompt and comprehensive 

dissemination of existing information and future research 

results, so as to do full justice to the value of both 

current and proposed research activities. 

6. Land Use 

The development of an effective land use policy in the 

forest area of Western Australia is important. Although 

there is a great deal of activity being undertaken by 

various authorities, there is a need for a central 

approach to evaluation of information and determination 

of policy for the future use of the forest area. 

5. 

It is appreciated that work is already in train on most of the topics, 

but the list will demonstrate the wide interest of Industry in research 

activity which is being, or should be undertaken by the national based 

research organisation. 
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Cel1PANIES ASSOCIATED WITH 

FORF.ST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

Adelaide Timber Co. Pty. Ltd. 

Amalgamated Timber Products Pty. Ltd. 

Antonovich Pty. Ltd. 

Australian Lwnber Co. Pty. Ltd. 

Bunning Bros. Pty. Ltd. 

G. Coli Pty. Ltd. 

Coli Sawmills Pty. Ltd. 

Consolidated Pine Industries. 

Cullity Timbers. 

Engineered Roof Trusses Pty. Ltd. 

Gandy Timbers Pty. Ltd. 

Geraldton Building Co. Pty. Ltd. 

Gibbs Bright & Co. Pty. Ltd. 

C. Bert Hood Pty. Ltd. 

J.A. House Sawmilling & Grazing Pty. Ltd. 

Lewis & Stirk. 

McLean Sawmills (1966) Pty. Ltd. 

Millars (W .A.) Pty. Ltd. 

Plymar Sales. 

K.D. Power Sawmilling Co. 

Preston Timber Co. Pty. Ltd. 

F.S. Reilly Pty. Ltd. 

Rijavec & Co. 

G.T. & B.Y. Ryan. 

Softwood Products (W.A.) Pty. Ltd. 

The Sleeper Processing Company. 

Timber Wholesalers Pty. Ltd. 

tv .A. Chip & Pulp Co. Pty. Ltd. 

W.A. Sawmillers Pty. Ltd. 

Whittakers Limited. 

Wilsons Timber & Hardware Pty. Ltd. 

Worsley Timber Pty. Ltd. 
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FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

Gentlemen, 

Your Management Committee submits its Annual Report 
to Members for the year ended 31st December 1978. 

The local market recession, combined with increasing 
costs beyond the control of the Industry, will mark 
the past twelve months as being reminiscent of the 
depression years. 

A more stable environment, combined with expected 
reductions in the inflation rate, and possible 
further reductions in interest rates, should help 
a return of confidence in consumer spending and 
make the outlook for the economy in 1979 one of 
cautious optimism. 

In my final year as your Chairman, I take the 
opportunity of expressing my sincere appreciation 
of the support given by Management Committee members 
and by the many Industry executives who have played 
an important part in Association affairs. 

The Report deals with many aspects of Association 
activity, the scope and importance of which are 
well-known to all Members. 

V.R. WHITTAKER. 
CHAIRMAN. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

A welcome to membership is extended to:-

STAFF 

Softwood Products (W.A.) Pty. Ltd. 

G.T. & B.Y. Ryan. 

Mr. B.A. O'Brien joined the staff as Technical Promotion 
Officer on 12th June 1978. 

PRODUCTION 

Sawmills 

At 31st December 1977 there were 139 sawmills registered 
of which 79 operated on Crown Land and 60 on private 
property. 

Three major hardwood sawmills closed during the year. 

Total Sawn Production 

The production of 365 780 cubic metres of sawn timber 
(hardwood and softwood) was a decrease of 20 056 cubic 
metres on the 1976/77 figure. Of the total output 
41 406 cubic metres came from private property, an 
increase of 3363 cubic metres on the previous year's 
figure. 

Hardwood 

Whereas in 1976/77 sleeper production amounted to 
48 310 cubic metres of total sawn production, this 
year the volume decreased to 41 573 cubic metres. 
Hardwood general purpose cutting decrea.sed by 15 303 
cubic metres to 305 538 cubic metres. 

Pine 

Roundwood production from Departmental plantations, 
mainly in the form of thinnings, amounted to 125 548 
cubic metres. 
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Sawn production totalled 18 669 cubic metres, an 
increase of 1984 cubic metres on the 1976/77 
production. 

Pine plantations established by the Forests Depart­
ment now total 43 075 ha, comprising Pinus radiata 
20 097 ha, and Pinus pinaster and other species 
22 978 ha. Private pine forest has now reached 
a total area of 10 656 ha. 

(Detailed statistics are shown in the Report's appendices.) 

DISTRIBUTION 

Tradi~ Conditions 

The slump in the W.A. housing industry continued into 
1978. The reduced level of activity is apparent when 
examining trends in new housing commencements. 

The number of commencements in 1977/78 totalled 11,340 -
a decrease of 19 per cent on the number of houses 
commenced in 1976/77. The money value of housing 
commencements fell by $48 million. 

Flat commencements also fell from 5,474 units in 
1976/77 to 3,561 in 1977/78. 

While investment in new dwellings has tapered off, 
expenditure on alterations and additions to the 
existing stock of houses has increased by $6 million 
to $23 million in 1977/78. 

The annual average growth in the number of dwellings 
completed is shown below:-

1960/61 

1970/71 

1977178 

1969/70 

1977178 

+ 12.6 per cent. 

- 0.2 per cent. 

- 21.2 per cent. 

The number of new houses approved in July to December 
1978 (4,660 units) gives a depressing pointer to the 
future health of the housing industry when viewed 
against the approvals total for the similar period 
in 1977 - 5,493, 
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ExE9_rts 

Overseas trade improved significantly, especially 
during the second half of the year when efforts to 
establish new markets were rewarded by the securing 
of on-going orders of appreciable volume. 

This was particularly gratifying in the light of the 
depressed state of the local market. 

Interstate sales during the year generally were quiet. 
However, there are some signs of improvement. 

Im2orts 

The volume of sawn wood imports during 1977/78 decreased 
in relation to the previous year, i.e. from 45 731 cubic 
metres to 40 329 cubic metres. 

Sleeper imports totalled 15 879 cubic metres, from 
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Singapore. 

Slee,eers 

Although sleeper production for the year 1977/78 was 
down on the preceding year, world-wide demand for 
hardwood sleepers is intensifying, particularly for 
large section sleepers for heavily loaded lines. 

Whilst this has created increased opportunities for 
Karri, the ability to produce the required thicknesses 
in Jarrah is steadily reducing and unfortunately so too 
is the demand for small sleepers. 

Sleeper Processing 

Establishment of a new facility at Picton and the 
closure of the Bunbury plant became mandatory with the 
signing of a contract with Westrail to process their 
1977/78 sleeper requirement. This contract was later 
extended to cover Westrail's 1978/79 programme. 

Work is progressing on the extension of the Picton 
plant to improve its versatility and capacity. 
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FORESTRY 

Minister for Forests 

The Association extends its congratulations to the 
Hon. D.J. Wordsworth, M.L,C. on his appointment as 
Minister for Lands and Forests. 

In December 1978, the Minister inspected industry 
operations located in the Kewdale/Welshpool area. 

Consultative Committee on Forestry and Timber 

Regular meetings of this Committee were held throughout 
the year under the alternating Chairmanship of the 
Conservator of Forests and the Chairman of the W.A. 
Timber Division. 

Royalty 

Cabinet approved a 20 per cent increase in Karri sawlog 
royalties and 15 per cent in sawlog royalties for Jarrah 
and other species, and also a corresponding increase of 
15 per cent on hardwood poles, piles and bridge timbers, 
etc., effective from 1st October 1978 - the overall 
average being 16.3 per cent. 

The Industry had been advised originally that the 
Department would recommend a 25 per cent increase. 

The upward movement in royalty levels could not have 
come at a more inopportune time, as evidenced by the 
depression in the W.A. house building industry, and in 
interstate r.1C'.rl:e:ti:;. 

Dieback Air Ma£ Scheme 

The Forests Department next autumn will begin a six-year 
aerial mapping programme of dieback areas in the Jarrah 
Forest. 

When completed it will cover the 7200 square kilometres 
under quarantine. 

It will also give the most accurate assessment yet of 
the distribution and intensity of the disease. 

Australian Forest Development ~nstitute 

Mr. R.G. Bunning was re--elected to the Council of the 
Institute, representing members' interests on that 
organisation. 
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Studies 

Studies currently being undertaken jointly by the 
Forests Department and the Association include:-

Rehabilitation after logging. 

Log stockpiling. 

Bush Fires Board 

Mr. A.G.R. Whittaker continued as the Industry's 
representative on the Bush Fires Board during 1978. 

PINE INDUSTRY 

The sale of two of the Forests Department's pine sawmills, 
and the leasing of a third mill at Pemberton, marks the 
entry of private enterprise into the developing Pine 
Sawmilling Industry. 

The sale of the sawmills at Grimwade and Margaret River 
specify the construction of two new softwood mills with a 
capacity for an annual intake of 50 000 cubic metres each 
of pine logs by 1982-1985. 

However, extensive plantation losses caused by Cyclone 
Alby will require a re-assessment of the projected develop­
ment. Damage is estimated as follows :-

70-100 per cent broken 

Bent (felling necessary) 

Slightly bent 

399 ha. 

418 ha • . 

333 ha. 

The net volume loss as a result of Cyclone Alby is 
estimated at 154 400 cubic metres. 

Further salvage will be possible in some areas; however, 
of more importance in the long term is the loss of future 
growth of established trees, estimated to exceed 300 000 
cubic metres by 1995. 

The change-over from State to private management took 
place on the 1st March 1978. 

The Forests Department has retained one sawmill at Harvey 
as an experimental mill to supply timber to a new high 
temperature kiln. The mill and the kiln are primarily 
used to establish the characteristics of and specifications 
for Pinus pinaster timber. 
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PINE PROMOTION AND MARKETING 

In November the Forests Department and the Association 
sponsored a W.A. Softwood Industry meeting with Mr. Bruce 
Rumball, Manager of the Radiata Pine Association of 
Australia, when useful discussion centred on:-

~ Changes occurring in the softwood industry. 

* Future development of the pine industry. 

~ Market development/ Quality control. 

Thirty company executives and Forests Department officers 
were in attendance. 

WOODCHIP INDUSTRY 

A total of 434 377 cubic metres of Harri and Karri chiplogs 
were received at the W.A. Chip & Pulp Company's mill near 
Manjimup for the production of woodchips. The intake 
consisted of 76 per cent Harri a".ld 24 per cent Karri. 

This material, unsuitable for sawmilling, came from a 
total area of 3250 ha, of which 2955 ha were Marri/Karri 
forest and 295 ha were of Jarrah/Marri forest. 

NORTHERN FOREST AREA 

The Industry is concerned in obtaining a perpetual log 
resource for existing sawmills to meet the constant 
demand for hardwood timbers, and in achieving long-term 
work opportunities for the workforce. 

Accordingly, comments and recommendations were submitted 
to the Department of Conservation and Environment in 
respect of the Alcoa of Australia Ltd. "Environmental 
Review and Management Programme". 

A summary of the recommendations is set out below:-

1 • . Alternative m1.ning areas need to be considered 
for the least destruction of protectable forest 
areas and to allow for the practice of multiple 
land use management of Crown lands. 

2. Rehabilitation of areas five times the mined area 
are recommended. Hardwoods with commercial potential 
are considered a compatible component of rehabilitation 
for all ' environmental aspects. 
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3. Conservatiqn of particular forest types is 
considered necessary. 

4. Legislation or legal agreements are recommended 
to be drawn up for limiting the rate of !Ill.n1ng 
not only for Wagerup but Jarrahdale and Pinjarra 
as well. 

The problems expected at Wagerup will occur 
earlier at Pinjarra. 

5. A soundly funded Forest Research Foundation is 
considered necessary to investigate the dieback 
disease and salt problems. 

It is satisfying to record that the formation of a Dieback 
Research Foundation has since been announced, and the 
Association looks forward to active participation in that 
organisation. 

The situation of the Timber Industry in relation to Bauxite 
Mining was also a matter of conference with the Minister 
for Industrial Development, Mining Companies, and the 
Forest Industries Environmental Advisory Committee. 

In June 1978 the Northern Area Productivity Group inspected 
the Alcoa mining and refining operations, observing mine 
site rehabilitation procedures including regeneration trials 
and erosion control. 

The Forest Department's Annual Report for 1977/78 records 
that a total of 223 ha of bauxite pits in State ~orest were 
rehabilitated at Jarrahdale and Dwellingup. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Forest Industries Environmental Advisory Committee 

This Committee continued to provide useful advice and 
guidance to the Association, especially in matters 
associated with forest diseases and mining activities 
in the Northern Forest Arca. 

Film 

Early last year the Consultative Committee on Forestry 
and Timber recommended the production of a 24-minute 
16mm film entitled "Forests are Forever". 

The film, at a cost of $30,000, is being sponsored by 
the Industry, including forestry, hardwood and pine 
sawmilling, woodchips, plywood and particle board. 
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It is expected that the film will be completed early 
next year as a contribution to the 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations, and should prove immensely valuable to 
the Industry in conveying to the media, the general 
public, schools and other interested organisations 
the contribution that the Industry has made to the 
State in the past, and how it will contribute in the 
future. 

The film will cover all aspects of Industry operation 
including environmental considerations. 

AUSTRALIAN TIMBER PRODUCERS COUNCIL 

Mr. B.G. Clennctt was elected Chairman of A.T.P.C. for 
the 1978/79 year. 

The most important matters progressed at national level 
were 

1. The Industries Assistance Commission Reports 
on Timber and Timber Products, and Plywood and 
Veneer, released on 12th May 1978 in accordance 
with the references of 18/8/76 and 24/9/76. 

2. The Report on Stimulating Home Building Activity, 
prepared by Professor Warren Hogan of Sydney 
University and submitted to the Australian 
Government. 

At a special function held in Canberra, the Council briefed 
the following Federal Ministers on these topics :-

The Hons. I. McPhee, Minister for Productivity. 
R.J. Groom, Minister for Environment, 

Housing & Community Development. 
A.A. Street, Minister for Employment and 

Industrial Relations. 

Industries Assistance Commission 

Despite strong and continuing representations to 
Federal Ministers, other Parliamentarians and Government 
departmental committees, Cabinet action on the I.A.C. 
Report was delayed until 15th December 1978. 

It is disappointing to record that the Cabinet decision, 
announced on the 15th December, fell short of the I.A.C. 
recommendations, and that the Industry will be subjected 
to a further reference to the I.A.C. so that tariffs can 
be reviewed by the Government in about 2! years time. 
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Under the duty structure decided, the following rates 
will now apply:-

* Flitches - minimum rates. 

* Other forms of sawn timber - free or dutiable 
at five or ten per cent according to species. 

* Square dressed timber - 15 per cent. 

* Other dressed timber and mouldings - 22½ per cent. 

* Veneer sheets - 15 per cent (i.e. about the average 
of the current rates of 9 to 22½ per cent). 

* Thick and thin plywood entering at normal rates -
40 per cent (instead of 44 per cent as at present). 
The tariff quotas on thick plywood will continue 
with the base period for calculating quotas changed 
to 1977-78 w.e.f. 1 July 1979. 

* Particleboard, hardboard and laminated boards other 
than plywood - 30 per cent (no change). 

* Louvred goods, tool, broom and brush handles, picture 
and other frames - 22½ per cent. 

* Most other goods 15 per cent. 

The duties on sawn timber are lower than the 15 per cent 
duty recommended by the I.A.C. but represent a marginal 

- increase over the existing specific rates. 

Housing 

The Committee of Inquiry into Housing costs sent its 
report entitled "The Cost of Housing" to the Commonwealth 

· Government in July 1978, and the report was released at 
the end of September. 

Included amongst the recommendations was one that 
"Commonwealth should introduce a secondary (bulk) 
mortgage agency as a means of stabilising fund flo~1s 
over time and between regions within the constraint 
imposed by broad monetary policy". 

It is interesting to note that the establishment of 
a secondary mortgage market was one of the suggestions 
made in the Hogan Report submitted to the Australian 
Government. 

Resi~ation of the Executive Director 

Mr. T.J. McCarthy resigned from the position of Executive 
Director of A.T.P.C. at the end of November 1978 . 
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The future operation of the Council is once again under 
the microscope, and a subject for close consid~ration by 
the constituent organisations. 

TECHNICAL 

The appointment of Mr. Barry O'Brien as Technical Promotion 
Officer in June 1978 provided the impetus for the widening 
of Association activity in technical training and promotion, 
and education areas. 

The past six months has seen:-

* An intensification of grader training to ensure the 
acceptance and economic use of the Timber Framing 
Code AS1684, and the unqualified adoption of the 
Code. 

§ The commencement of the necessary training for the 
establishment of an Industry-based grade branding 
scheme for structural timbers. 

* Co-operation with the State Housing Commission in 
the revision of standard specifications. 

* Lectures and discussions within Industry, and to 
building supervisors in consultatior with the Housing 
Industry Association. 

* Improved liaison with technical education authorities 
and the building industry. 

* Preparation of hand-out material for technical schools. 

* Commencement of work on technical information sheets . 
to assist the building industry in the proper under­
standing of the Timber Framing Code. 

,f Steps being taken to improve the timber section of 
the materials and technology component of architectural 
courses. 

* An increase in technical enquiries from both Government 
and private specifying organisations. 

Sleeper Technical Group 

During August, inspections of the various sleeper test 
sites, and of the processing plant at Picton, were 
carried out by Group members, including Mr. Frank Dale 
of C.S.I.R.O. A report of their findings was made to 
the W.A. Sleeper Export Association. 
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South-West negional Development Committee 

Mr. E. A. Spreri'gel continues to represent the Industry 
on the South-Hest Regional Development Committee, 
which operates under the auspices of the Department 
of Industrial Development. 

C.S.I.R.O. 

Continuous liaison was maintained with the Division 
of Building Research, C.S.I.R.O., throughout 1978. 

Retirements 

The Chief of the Division of Buildine Research, 
Dr. R.H. Muncey, retired during the year. To 
date, no new appointment has been made. 

Mr. F.A. Dale of the Conservation and Biodegradation 
Section also retired in 1978. His duties have been 
taken over by Mr. C.W. Chin. 

Review of Forest and Forest Products Problems 

The Association and several member companies made 
written submissions to the C.S.I.R.O. Committee to 
Review Forest and Forest Products Problems. 

Field Days 

Two field days were arranged for Senior Officers of the 
State Housing Commission to inspect Industry sawmilling 
and manufacturing practices at country and metropolitan 
establishments, with particular emphasis on engineered 
timber frame house construction, both factory produced 
and from component products for on-site assembly. 

Standards Association 

The Association maintained a watching brief on the 
activities of the various Standards Association 
committees concerning timber and timber products. 

Standards 

New Standards relating to the timber industry published 
during 1978 included 

AS1748/49 - 1978 

AS2146/47 - 1978 

Mechanically Stress-Graded Timber, 
and Rules for Mechanical Stress­
Grading of Timber. 

Timber Window Assemblies. 



.~i· AS2159 - 1978 

.l\S2178 - 1978 

12 

SAA Piling Code. 

Treatment of Subterranean Termite 
Infestation in Existing Buildings. 

Liaison with Government Bodies 

Liaison with Government bodies during the year was 
continued, and included a special conference with the 
Minister for Housing on the use of timber materials in 
buildin~ construction. 

Housin~ Industry Association 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Housing Industry 
Association held in May, Mr. I.J. Harrold was re-elected 
a Councillor, and continues to represent the Industry on 
the H.I.A. Council. 

W.A. Forest Industries Fellowship 

The successful recipient of the 1978 W.A. Forest 
Industries Fellowship was Mr. David Chandler, 
B. Arch. (Hons. ) , currently employed by the Public Works 
Department. 

Mr. Chandler will be departing overseas in February 1979 
and has defined his study topic as "The Possible Future 
Use of Pre-fabricated Timber Components in the W.A. 
Building Industry". He proposes visiting the United 
Kingdom, Sweden, America and Canada. 

The annual Travel Fellowship (value $1500) enables 
students to travel overseas to broaden their knowledge 
of architecture, in particular timber technology and 
design. 

Timber Advisory Service 

During the year interest continued to be expressed by 
schools, libraries and the general public in information 
regarding timber and timber products. Technical and 
general literature was distributed on request; and many 
enquiries both by letter and telephone were handled by 
the staff. 

Technical and Product Literature 

A revised edition of the school project hardwood booklet 
under the new title of "Western Australia's Wonderful 
Timbers" was issued during the year. 
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COMMITTEE Of INQUIRY INTO HOUSING COSTS 

A report on the National Inquiry into Housing Costs was 
handed do~m in 1978 with 36 recommendations. 

It will be recalled that the Association submitted a 
statement on a number of influences which it believes 
cause unnecessary cost factors in cottage building. 

The Committee's major recommendations were :-

Each State should establish a Ministerial portfolio 
responsible for urban and housing policy. 

* Each State should appoint a Director of Land Supply. 

* Land developers should not have to pay for the 
present full range of services. 

~ Each State should review its planning, approval and 
development processes to rationalise its approval 
procedures. 

Data examined by the Committee showed that while dwelling 
costs had fluctuated, with significant increases in some 
years, these had been overshadowed by increases in the 
cost of land. 

TRAINING 

The W.A. Timber Industry Training Committee continued its 
activities during 1978 with the full committee meeting on 
three oc~asions and the working party on four, as well as 
being actively represented at National Timber Industry 
Council meetings at Brisbane and Launceston, and at a 
training seminar organised jointly by the National Training 
Council and the Industry Training Advisory Council to 
coincide with the N.T.C. meeting held in Perth in November. 

Opportunity was taken during the year to conduct represent­
atives of the Department of Employment and Industrial 
Relations and Teched on a comprehensive tour of South-Hest 
based activities and installations. 

W.A.T.I.T.C. endorsed Association measures to re-introduce 
grader training, resulting in the conducting of two 
successful series, with a total of 77 men undergoing 
training. 

As an aid to training in the sales area, a projector and 
audio-visual series were purchased. These are available 
to members. 

The first edition of a six-monthly Training Newsletter was 
circulated to members in October. 
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PRODUCTIVITY 

C .C.F. T. 'Productivity Groups 

Each of the three groups met regularly throughout the 
year, culminating in a joint meeting of group executives 
at which the year's activity and plans for the future 
were discussed. 

Problems have been identified in the following areas ;-

;~ 

* 

~--

Jarrah Dicback. 

Soil disturbance as a result of winter logging. 

Soil erosion in catchment areas. 

Utilisation in bush and mill, with particular 
emphasis on small and poor quality logs. 

n Log stockpiling. 

* Rehabilitation of soil disturbed areas, including 
mine pits. 

Action to minimise and hopefully eliminate many of these 
problems has been initiated and will continue during the 
forthcoming year. 

Metropolitan Area Productivity Group 

This group met on three occasions. Unfortunately, 
activity was confined to the Welshpool operations of 
only two members. 

l-1 .A. Sawmillin~ducti vi t_l Group 

The sawmilling group also met on three occasions. 
Field activity included :-

x The conversion and utilisation of small Jarrah 
logs at Greenbushes. 

* Mill inspections at East Witchcliffe, Margaret 
River and Busselton. 

* Inspection of pine-log stockpile at Greenbushes 
and the Laport plant, and the WACAP chip-berth at 
Bunbury. 

W.A. SHIPPING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

With the granting by the Australian Shippers Council of 
associate membership, W.A.S.A.C. has been able to directly 
represent W.A. shipper interests in the deliberations and 
negotiations of that body. 
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This has resulted in an increased level of activity and, : 
all, ter,i meetings were attended by the Association Export 
Secretary durine 1978. 

Mr. Cox, who was elected Deputy Chairman during the year, 
represented W.A.S.A.C. at the annual general meeting of 
A.S.C. in Sydney in September. 

Mr. J.G. Kelderman, who is convenor of W.A.S.A.C.'s Sub­
Committee 9 (New Zealand), wa3 actively involved in freigt 
rate negotiations between A.S.C. and the Union Steamship 
Company of New Zealand, and was able to contribute direct! 
to the measure of success achieved by shippers during thes 
negotiations in limiting increases. 

INDUSTRIAL 

During the year the Association maintained close liaison 
and consultation with senior officers of the various uniorn 
associated with the H.A. Timber Industry operations, and 
with officer~ of the Labour Relations Division of The 
Confederation of Western Australian Industry (Inc.). 

Mr. Ron Ridley succeeded Mr. Roy Hillier as Secretary 
of the Metropolitan Timber Yard Horl<ers Union, following 
Hr. Hillier's retirement in September. 

CONFERENCES/MEETINGS 

The Association was represented at the following Conference: 
and Meetings during 1978 :-

* Conferences 

AUS.T.I.S. Conference. 

10th All-Australia Timber Congress. 
(Theme: 11Hood - Environment for Living") 

Energy Conservation Seminar. 
(Productivity Promotion Council/State Energy 

Commission of H .A.) 

2nd National Conference of Productivity Group Chairmen. 

1r Meetings 

Australian Shippers Council. 

Australian Tir.iber Producers Council. 

Productivity Promotion Council. 

H.A. Shippers Advisory Committee. 
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International .Rail Sleeper Conference 

The 3rd International Rail Sleeper Conference will be 
held in Brisbane in September 1979, and the theme will 
be "Up-grading the Track". 

DONATIONS 

Institute of Carpenters 

The Association will be a major sponsor in the 1979 
Woodworking Craftsman Competition programmed as part 
of the H.A. 150th Anniversary Celebrations. 

This competition will be conducted by the Institute of 
Carpenters, W.A. Section. 

South-West District Display 

The Association again made a grant to the South-West 
Group of Affiliated Agricultural Societies to assist 
in the presentation of their exhibit at the 1978 Royal 
Agricultural Show. 

It is pleasing to record that the Group once again 
received a major award for its effort. 

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

In August 1978 an informal function was held at Association 
Headquarters to farewell the departing Minister for Forests, 
the Hon. M.J. Craig, M.L.A., and to welcome the incoming 
Minister, the Hon. D.J. Wordsworth, M.L.C. 

Functions marking the retirement of various Industry leaders 
and others were held durini; the year :-

.;:, t~ssrs. R.C. Collins, C.E. Day, and J. McMullen. 
(Senior Industry Executives) 

* Mr. R.J. Pascoe. (Commissioner for Railways) 

;, Mr. I.J. Kinshela . (Chief Traffic Manager, Hcstrail) 

;; Hr. R. Hillier. {Secretary, Metropolitan Timber Yard 
Workers Union) 

;~ Mr. F. Dale. (C.S.I.R.O.) 
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Other functions included :-

* In March 1978 the Imported Timbers Division welcomed 
the Indonesian Trade Mission at a function in the 
Association Board noom. 

:; Members were hosts at a Christmas function held at 
Association Headquarters on 6th December. 

;; On 8th December, the Plywood Distributors Association 
held its annual Christmas gathering at the Celtic Club. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Association records its appreciation of the co-operation 
and assistance received throughout the year from the various 
timber associations and allied trade organisations, and also 
from officers of Federal and State Government departments. 

I would also like to extend my appreciation and thanks to 
all members for their loyal support, co-operation and 
interest in Association activities. 

STAFF 

On behalf of all members, it is my pleasure to record 
their appreciation to the Association Manager and his staff 
for their untiring efforts during this busy year, and the 
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out their duties. 

OBITUJ\HY 

It is with deep regret that we record the death during 
1978 of:-

A. McArthur. 

T.C. Moss. 

V.R. WHITTAKER. 
CHAIRMAN. 



S T A T I S T I C S 

The statistics and graphs presented in this section 

of the Report are based on information supplied by 

the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the Australian 

Timber Supply Review, and the W.A. Forests Department. 



I. PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION OF W.A. HARDWOODS 

(a) DIVISION OF TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 

Sawn Timber % Sawn % Total 
(other than Sleepers 

Sleepers) 

1973/74 321 432 86 53 467 14 374 899 

1974/75 299 756 81 69 088 19 368 844 

1975/76 306 669 80 76 341 20 383 010 

1976/77 320 841 87 48 310 13 369 151 

1977178 305 538 88 41 573 12 347 111 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 

Exported o/o Exeorted % Retained % Total 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1973/74 63 390 17 34 810 9 276 699 74 374 899 

1974/75 44 773 12 46 836 13 277 235 75 368 844 

1975/76 47 403 13 46 733 12 288 874 75 383 010 

1976/77 37 307 10 34 964 9 296 ·8ao 81 369 151 

1977/78 28 587 8 25 184 7 293 340 85 347· 111 
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(c) 

1973174 

1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977178 

( d) 

1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

2 ) 

DISTRIBUTION OF SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 
(other than Sleepers) 

Exported % Exported % Retained 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

59 378 19 20 989 6 241 065 

38 940 13 8 833 3 251 983 

41 619 13 3 239 2 261 811 

32 683 10 4 552 2 283 606 

26 937 9 2 165 1 276 436 

DISTRIBUTION OF SLEEPER PRODUCTION (m3) 

Exported % Exported % Retained 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

4 012 7 13 821 26 35 634 

5 833 8 38 003 55 25 252 

5 784 8 43 494 57 27 063 

4 624 10 30 412 63 13 274 

1 650 4 23 019 55 16 904 

% Total 

75 321 432 

84 299 756 

85 306 669 

88 320 841 

90 305 538 

% Total 

67 53 467 

37 69 088 

35 76 341 

27 48 310 

41 41 573 
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II. TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION - HARDWOODS AND SOFTWOODS (m3) 

Hardwood % Softwoods % Total 

1973/74 374 899 93 28 169 7 403 068 

1974/75 368 844 93 27 086 7 395 930 

1975/76 383 010 96 16 258 4 399 268 

1976/77 369 151 96 16 685 4 385 836 

1977/78 347 111 95 18 669 5 365 780 

III. IMPORTS OF TIMBER FROM OVERSEAS 

Undressed Dressed 
Timber (ro3) Timber (m3) 

1973/74 35 526 578 

1974/75 16 839 711 

1975/76 22 888 1 996 

1976/77 42 636 3 095 

1977/78 36 848 3 927 

IV. WOODEN BEADINGS AND MOULDINGS 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

Value ($) V.F.D. 

75 691 

134 211 

163 488 
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v. HOME BUILDING IN W.A. 

(a) DWELLINGS - COMMENCEMENTS 

New Houses o/o Other % Total 
Dwelli~s 

1973/74 12 843 80 3 214 20 16 057 

1974/75 9 706 80 2 316 20 12 022 

1975/76 14 462 74 5 108 26 19 570 

1976/77 13 965 72 5 474 28 19 439 

1977/78 11 340 76 3 561 · 24 14 901 

( b) HOUSES - COMPLETIONS (by material of outer walls) 

Brick o/o Brick % Fibr~ % Total 
Stone Veneer Cement Houses 
Cement + Timber Built 

& Other 

1973/74 9 596 77 1 604 13 1 317 10 12 517 

1974/75 8 135 74 1 511 14 1 348 12 10 994 

1975/76 9 286 77 1 312 11 1 . 482 12 12 080 

1976/77 12 288 81 1 424 9 1 443 10 15 . 155 

1977/78 9 531 75 1 810 14 1 344 11 12 685 
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SUBMISSION TO THE INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION INQUIRY 

INTO TIMBER AND TIMBER PRODUCTS 

BY FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 
.. 

This submission on behalf of Forest Products .Association (W.A.), 

(W.A. Timber Division), should be read as complementary to that 

submitted by the Australian Timber Producers Council of which 

Forest Products Association (W.A.) is an active constituent 

organisation. 

The requests submitted by the Association are :-

(a) That the existing rates of duty be maintained. 

(b) That appropriate action is taken to maintain home 

building at optimum levels. 

(c) That funds continue for the maintenance and, where 

appropriate, the extension of Softwood plantations, 

as well as the introduction of a similar programme 

for the regeneration of Hardwoods. 

(d) That sales tax on logging vehicles and equipment is 

removed. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Forest Products Association (W.A.) is an organisation comprising 

member companies prominent in the timber and wood based products 

industries in Western Australia. 

These companies are involved in a range of activities including:-
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Felling and logging .in south-west forest areas. 

Savmilling and conversion of logs. 

Processing of a wi<le range of timber and wood 

based products (including imported timbers), 

e.g. laminated products, roof trusses, 

factory-produced houses, and joinery. 

Marketing and sale of these products in diverse 

markets. 

Importing of timber from overseas sources. 

Distribution of plywood products. 

This submission seeks to outline principally the views of the W.A. 

Timber Division of the Association, which produces more than 90% of 

the timber products in Western Australia. (Appendix "A") 

Other Divisions of the Association are made up of organisations 

directly concerned with the importing of timber products, plywood 

distribution, Pine timbers, and woodchips. (Appendix "B") 

The extent of the production and distribution of W.A. Hardwoods 

and Softwoods can be observed from statistics set out in Appendix 

t'C" • 

In connection with these statistics, the follo.,,.ing points are 

worthy of interest :-

(a) Quantity retained in Western Australia does not 

necessarily indicate actual consumption per year 

because of variations in stock on hand at beginning 

and end of yearo 

PAGE 2. 
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(b) Average annual production of Hardwood and Softwood 

for the 5 years to 1975/76 was 399 358 m3 • 

(c) Softwoods: Quantity becoming available from Western 

Australia has been mainly small section material 

suitable for furniture and case-making. 

(d) Total usage of sawn timber in Western Australia in 

the past 5 years averaged approximately 258 500 m3 

per annum produced in Western Australia, with a 

relatively small volume being imported from 

overseas. 

2. DEMAND 

(a) Markets 

In very recent years all sections of the Industry have 

operated at, or close to, full capacity levels. 

The principal markets supplied by Wester.i Australian 

Hard~oo~s are :-

(i) The local I:'.lc:1.rket - which is mainly for timbers 

used ir. housing construction, and general 

purpose usage including rai lw'a:,· sleepers 

and · crossings. 

(ii) Tne interdate market (Western ,'n:·stralia's 

principal interstate market is that of South 

Australia which h3..S no indigenous hardwoods) 

which is s,1ppl 1ed with tir:iber for housing 

construction. 

(iii) The overseas market - w'hic~ requires mainly timber 

of comparatively large section for railway 

sleepers and crossini;s, harbour works, r.iine 

guides, etc. 

P 1\GE 2.• 
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All three markets are to a large degree inter-related in that 

the production of large section timbers and sleepers results 

in an up-throw of scantling timber suitable for building 

purposes. Therefore any falling away in demand in any one 

of the three markets can cause difficulties in the remaining 

two because of the resultant disturbance to "balanced cut" 

programmes. 

(b) Housing 

The level of the Western Australian house building programme 

relates to the bulk of timber and timber products usage, 

and it will be observed from the statistics referring to 

commencements and completions (Appendix "D") that apart 

from a slackening off in 1974/75, the W.A. housing market 

has remained fa.i rly buoyant. Alterations and additions 

to houses have achieved considerable growth in the past 

two years and have contributed to the reasonably satisfactory 

market situation. 

Ho·..:eve::r, fluctu::,tions ir. the bl:ilding industry affecting 

the level of demaDd are the major obstacles in maintaining 

a stable level of production. 

3. W. A. HARDWOOD AND SOFTwOOD RESOURCE AVAILABILITY 

Hardwood sawlog availability (990 000 m3 in 1976) is expected to 

decrease by 137 000 m3 (15%) by 1981, and by the year 2010 to be 

reduced to approximately 315 000 m3 • 
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The reduction in Hardwood cut is ~xpected to be offset to a large 

extent by the introduction of a Softwood timber industry which, 

hopefully by the year 2000, will produce 450 000 m3 annually of 

sawlogs as compared with a little in excess of 400 000 m3 of 

Hardwood sawlogs. 

Henceforth, Hardwood log supplies from private property are 

expected to progressively decline and will have no influence on 

demand patterns. On the other hand, private Softwood plantations 

are expected to make a significant contribution in years to come. 

Currently, private plantations total almost 8000 ha. as compared 

with 40 000 ha. planted by the W.A. Forests Department. 

It is understood that the W.A. Forests Department has made a 

submission to the Inquiry outlining the current and future resource 

situation in more detail, and the need for planning for self­

sufficiency in timber and timber products -in the long term. 

The effects of the planned cut-back in Hardwood resource 

availability will have a severe impact on the Hardwood sawmilling 

industry, and it is to be hoped that the introduction of the 

proposed Softwood sawmilling industry will be carefully integrated 

with the existing industry structure. The phased reduction in 

Hardwood intake in the next 10 to 15 years will involve a gradual 

re-structuring of the Hardwood sawm.illing industry. In fact, 

aawmilling companies have already had Hardwood perIPissible intakes 

substantially reduced. 

PAGE 5. 
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.. 

4. PRODUCTION 

The business of the sa'WIIliller is that of supplying raw material for 

a variety of manufacturing requirements, and the achievement of the 

aim of utilising the raw material as completely as possible at the 

lowest possible cost consistent with good quality. 

Over recent years, Association members have invested considerable 

sums of money in the renovation of sa'WIIlills, and the building of 

new sawmills as a means to improve methods and increase efficiency. 

Large amounts of money have also been spent in establishing modern 

systems of distribution. 

Major sawmills are equipped with the most modern machinery, with 

kiln drying facilities and manufacturing plants. There are also 

centralised facilities being established in such timber towns as 

Manjimup and Yarloop. 

Production is divided into the following main categories :-

Sawn timber for structural purposes. 

Seasoned timber for processing and manufacture 

into flooring, linings, siding boards, 

mouldincs, and joinery. 

Sleepers and crossings. 

Case material. 

(a) Processes 

Processes used in the preparation of the raw material to 

meet the requirements of manufacturers and end-users 

include :-

PAGE 6, 
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Kiln drying. 

Wood preservation treatment. 

Precutting for building fabrication. 

Profiling (machining of flooring, mouldings, joinery 

components, engineered roof trusses, etc.). 

Manufacture of joinery, including doors. 

Assembly of mosaic flooring panels. 

Laminating. 

(b) Research and Development 

Member companies and the Association are actively engaged 

in th~ field of research and development, subjects under 

investigation including:-

Timber engineering. 

Quality control and grading of both Hardwood 

and Softwood. 

Laminated products. 

Preservative treatment. 

Processing of timber products. 

Timber seasonin6• 

Training. 

Environmental considerations. 

Various studies in conjunction with the W.A. 

Forests Department, e.g. environmental 

locging, log utilisation, and safety. 

(c) Capacity 

The Indu3try is well equipped to mill and process all log 

timber currently available from State forests and private 

PAGE b 
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property resources. At present, such capacity substantially 

meets the domestic needs of the State, and provides a surplus 

for export interstate and overseas. 

5. SALES AND MARKETING 

{a) Volume and Value of Sales 

Association members market timber and timber products to 

a variety of customers, i.e. distributors, wholesalers, 

retailers and end-users in Western Australia. 

(i) Local Sales 

It is estimated that local sales exceed $75 million 

annually. 

(ii) Export Sales (excludin~ furniture) 

In 1974/75 (the latest statistics available) export 

sales exceeded $9 million. (Appendix "E") 

(iL.) !·'.c•;nb;::rs of the Association provide for the timber 
reouirements of :-

Buildinc construction (housing, commercial, 

1. r _, 'Ll"' t .,...1· " 1 and f- r"' b· · 1· ] ,~ i n C"- ) J • .t "-' _ d....J. c-.... u: U. ••- lu~ • 

rre~abricated and tr~~sportable buildings 

of al 1 types. 

Rai ~ wa.:; c::i:istructior,. 

Bridf_".,:- h11d jetty .:ori-:s. 

~otor body building. 

Frui~ cases ani packing cases. 

YininG operations. 

Telet,-:-apr: anr.s. 

Furniture manufccture. 

Boat building. 

Pal 1 et ;r.<'.1nu f ac tt: !"'e. 

PAGE 8. 
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(b) Marketing System 

AB processing and distribution have been geared to 

production and demand, a balanced system has developed 

in Western Australia which has assured industry stability 

over a long period. More than 55 timber distribution 

centres throughout the State maintained by sawmilling 

companies service the needs of the building industry 

and the community generally. 

6. THE TIViBER Il,DUSTRY IN THE STATE ECONOMY 

Timber is the mainstay of the lower south-west of the State, whole 

towns bein6 dependent upon its activities. 

Quite apart from those directly engaged in the Industry, retail 

traders, trB.!";sport driv1=-rs, and those encae-ed in a wide ran,;e of 

services i n t r1 ~ ti r:,be r towns de ;:icnd vi ta l ly upon a prosp2rous 

ir.dustry. 

J..r: im:;:,art ;::..:;t .:eat-.~re of t11e tir::"her ind.us trj- is L'12.t it is 0!1e of 

the few industril::.'s which rias been res1-1onsible for a large degree 

of desirable:- d e c e~ traJ ised develOJ-'rnent. Towns with all amenities 

s~ch as schoo l s , r.c, syi: 2.ls, water sur,rJ i f's, and :::c c en e::- 2.l co::u:iu.r,i t .. Y 

ne 2d s, have growr. v;:, around sawmillini;. 

Western Australi2. L;-,s h2.:: consider2.ble success in inJustrial 

develor:nent wnicL ~- t i rr.ulat.ed mc1rket dei,.r.nd and enabled t:ic tirr:.te r 

in,.lu s try to rr?.in t ai~·1 its productive c2. r 2ci ty to meet de,., _:,_nd n.'1d 

to fcovi dE: c c,n ticu .:. t:,- of e i,iploy r.:ent f or its s k illed ar,d e x} E-rienced 

Of f r a t o:rs. 

PAGE 9. 
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The timber industry provides considerable revenue to the W.A. Forests 

Department ($4.37 million in 1975/76), the W.A. Government Railways 

($3.18 million in 1975/76), and other Government instrumentalities. 

7. ]YI.PORTS 

Hitherto, timber imports into Western Australia have been negligible, 

and are not cenerally competitive with local production, e.g. :-

(a) W.A. Hardwoods have been · universally employed 

for structural purposes in Western Australia. 

(b) Imported t i mbers have been used principally for 

limited purposes such as plywood veneers, 

joine ry, furniture, and cabinet-makinp: . 

In recent years, railway sleepers have been 

imported from Malaysia.'1 and Philippine 

sources. 

(c) Statistics reear.-dinc imports fer t h e y 1:: 2.r 

ended 30th June, 1975, a.re showT. in 

Appendix "F''. 

Henceforth, the importinc scene w.i 11 d,u ,,;::e as a conseq'..lence of 

til 'c reduc i ne; availability of 'v.' .A. irad.woods, a.rid unti l such time 

as a sufficiency of local Softwoods i s ac hieved. 

The Associa- ion is not in a position to offt=-:::- com::ier, t on factors 

associated with total J..ustrali an de.r. 2 ..... "1d, exc e pt. to state th2..t 

present rates of duty are not & sie·nificc.rit facto:!' in current 

W.A. imported ti~b-: rs s e llin6 r,rices (i.e. r q1r e sent~ne: only 3% 

for kiln dr.:.ed r:,c.t e ri;,,l and 3.5~ f or rnou ld i nr,s), ,,_,h i ch a r~ 

afp rox imately cornp;=,.rable with seascmed Ja:-r ai-, r ~ice s o 

PAGE 1 O. 
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8. lliPLOYMrnT 

It ie estimated that the Industry provides direct and indirect 

employment for up to 7,000 persons, of whom some 3,500 are employed 

in sa\{Illi_lling or in the felling and hauling of logs to millsJ 

maintenance work in connection with sawmill plant and buildings, 

logging and hauling equipmentJ the remainder being Forests Depart­

ment officers, case and box mill, plywood and particleboard mill, 

and joinery works employees. 

As a consequence of the phased reduction in Hardwood intake, it 

will be necessary to transfer part of the workforce to re­

manufacturing activities and into the developing Pine processing 

industry which will be established in the south-west of the State. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

TARIFFS 

The Australian native timber industry has been exw~ined on a number 

of occasions since 1946, culminating in the Repo:::-t of the Economic 

Study Group in 1972. 

Tne Tariff Board in 1963 exarr,i1wd a number of ;.r..ys of according 

assistance to the n2.~,i ve timber industry, including recognition 

that the supply of local Hardwood ru'...lst be supplE-L1ented by (at that 

time) Softwoods imports. 

Tne major difficulty in the implementation of a.ny system of 

c>...ssistc.nce is tho.t it hn.S a blanket effect at all points of er1try 
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of timber imported into Australia, whereas distress area.a of local 
l 

production and marketing are localised, requiring special attention. 

Western Australia, because of force of circumstances arising from 

a reducing Hardwood intake and a likely market requirement of sizes 

and sections in volumes not able to be supplied from local Hardwood 

and Softwood sources, must look to oversea.B sources to satisfy the 

demands of the building and construction industries. The alternative 

being that these markets would become lost to substitute materials. 

The Association therefore urges the Commission to recommend 

maintenance of the present levels of duties. 

SELF-SUFFI CIENGY 

The Association supports the policy of the W.A. Forests Department 

of self-sufficiency in saw-log material through Pine plantation 

expansion. 

The Association also sees a ne ed for m;;,_,~irrruIL effort to :;-,?.inta..in &..rid 

expand the Hardwood resource. 

It is recoenised that the 2.chi evement of these t2-rgets wi 11 depend 

on the availability of finance. This form of long term assistarice 

to the Industry must ultimately benefit the Australia:-: conrmmi ty of 

the future. 

T/..Y.. cmiCESSl ONS 

Tne k.1strali an Timber Producers Council is a~guing the c2.se for the 

elimination of Sales Tax on logGinG vehicles. The Sawmi 1ling 

Industry is decentrali::;ed, is highly la.bour intensive, a:1d iE not 
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directly subsidised, and yet .it attracts very little support by WEJ3 

of tax incentives and/or concessions. 

The National case will present detailed submissions in this special 

area, and is supported by this Association. 

GENERAL 

The Association considers that the W.A. Timber Industry is an 

efficient industry, and that the most effective protection that 

can be given is a stimulation of market demand through Federal 

Government action in the maintaining of a viable, economic and 

stable building and construction industry. 



APPENDIX "A" 

FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION (W.A.) 

W.A. TIMBER DIVISION 

Member OrKanisations 1-

Associated Sawmillers and Timber Merchants of W.A. 

- W.A. Hardwood Producers. 

Interstate Jarrah Export Association 

W.A. Hardwood Ex:£ort Association 

W.A. Sleeper Export Association 

" Merchants. 

- W.A. Hardwood Exporters. 

W.A. Pine Cor::uni. ttee Pine Timbe r Products Di stri buti on • 

. . . . . . . . . . . 



FOR.EST PRODOCTS ASSOCIATION (~.A.) 

OTHZR DIVISIONS 

Woodchi£ Division 

Imported Timbers Division 

Wood Based Panels Division 

APPENDIX ":B" 

Export of Woodchips. 

Importing and .Marketing 
of Imported Timbers. 

Pl~ood Distributors Association of W.A. 

Plywood distribution • 

. . . . . . . . . 



APPENDIX "C" 

( 1 ) 

L PRODUCTION & DISTRIBU'l'ION OF W.A. H.ARD.vOODS 

(a) DIVISION OF TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 

Se.wn Tim"ber % Sawn % Total 
(other than Sleepers 

Sleepers) 

1971/72 309 231 80 69 775 20 379 oo6 

1972/73 313 346 84 61 789 16 375 135 

1973/74 321 432 86 53 467 14 374 899 

. 1974/75 299 756 81 69 088 19 368 844 

1975/76 306 669 80 76 341 20 383 010 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL SA1-m PRODUCTION (m3) 

Ex:norted % Exported 'fa Retained % To ___. -· Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1971/72 54 177 14 47 014 12 277 815 74 379 

1972/73 53 840 14 40 952 11 280 343 75 375 

1973/74 63 390 17 34 810 9 276 699 74 374 

1974/75 44 773 12 46 836 13 277 235 75 368 

1975/76 47 403 13 46 733 12 288 874 75 383 



APl-'il-l'DlX ..::i.;_" 

( 2 ) 

{o) DISTRIBUTION OF SAWN PRODUCTION (m3) 
{other than Sleepers) 

Exported % Exported % Retained 'I, Total 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1971/72 42 386 14 9 959 3 256 886 83 309 231 

1972/73 46 527 15 10 596 3 256 223 82 313 346 

1973/74 59 378 19 20 989 6 241 065 75 321 432 

1974/75 38 940 13 8 833 3 251 983 84 299 756 

1975/76 41 619 13 3 239 2 261 811 85 306 669 

(d) DISTRIJ3UTION OF 'SLEEPER PRODUCTION (m3) 

Ex:,Eorled % ~rted % Retained % TotP..1 
Interstate Overseas in W.A. 

1971/72 9 440 13 37 052 49 23 283 38 69 775 

1972/73 7 313 12 30 356 49 24 120 39 61 789 

1973/74 4 012 7 13 821 26 35 634 67 53 467 

· 1974/75 5 833 8 38 003 55 25 252 37 69 088 

1975/76 5 784 8 43 494 57 27 063 35 76 341 



( } ) 

II. TOTAL SAWN PRODUCTION - HARJMOODS AND SOFIWOODS (m3) 

1971/72 

1972/73 

1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

(Source: 

Hardwoods % Softwoods ,;, Total 

319 006 94 22 733 6 400 739 

375 135 94 23 283 6 398 418 

374 899 93 26 ·534 7 401 433 

368 844 93 27 086 7 395 930 

383 010 96 16 258 4 399 268 

AU STRALIA}; BUREAU OF STATISTI CS , AllSTRA.Ll AJ; TIMES2 
SUPPLY REVIEM, AND W. A. FOR ESTS DEPARTMENT) 



·' APPENDIX. "D" 

HCNE BUILDING IN 'ti. A. 

(a) Dn'ELLlliGS - COMMENCEMDfl'S 

New Houses % Other % Total 
D.rnllin 

1971/72 . 12 490 90 1 340 10 13 830 

1972/73 15 858 93 1 236 7 . 1.7 094 

1973/74 12 843 80 3 214 20 16 057 

1974/75 9 706 80 2 316 20 12 022 

1975/76 14 462 74 5 108 26 19 570 

(b) HOUSES - COMPLEI'IONS (by material 01 outer walls) 

:Brick Brick · Fi.bro- Total 
Stone % Veneer % Cement % Houses 
Cement + Timber Built 

& Other. 

1971/72 8 692 66 3 129 24 1 388 10 13 209 

1972/73 10 287 75 2 093 15 1 281 10 ·13 661 

1973/74 9 596 77 1 604 13 1 317 10 12 517 

1974/75 8 135 74 1 511 14 1 307 12 10 953 

1975/76 9 286 77 1 312 11 · 1 482 12 12 080 

(Source: Austra]ia.n Bu~eau of Statistics) 



_ _.ports /. ·om Wt'Slt'rn Australia of Timbrr, Tanning Substances and Esuntial Oils for tht' Yt'ar t'ndrd June 30, 197.S 

I 
I I 

21 

3 

4 

6 

I 

! 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
I 

.i 
! 

hem and Dn1in.a1ion 

Sawlop ■ nd venccr lop, in the rouah or 
rouahly aquarcd<oni(a .. . 

S■wlop ■nd vcn«r lop, In the rouah or 
rouahly aqua~, no<KOnlfer (includ in1 
poles. pilina. 1'0'11 ■nd other wood In the 
rou1hl-
ln1cn1 ■tr-

Victor LI 
Sou1h Au11r■ li1 

Total 

Ovcr~u-
M■la~ia 

Total 

Slttpc:n-
Jn1cnta1c-

South Auslrali.a 

Total .... 

Ovc~s-
Hone Kone 
hr■cl 
Jordan 
New L:ahnd 
South Africa. Re~~blic ;;, 
United K inedom 
U .S . A . 
Zambia 

Total 

Timber '"8Wn kn(lthwi,c. 11Kcd or peeled but 
not further prcp.;arc:d . or ■ 1hid.ncs, ca.cccd ­
ina S mm-Non-conircr . 
Jarrah (o)-

lntc-ntalc-
New South Waln 
Vic1ori■ 
South Auuralia 
Nonhcrn Territory 

Total 

Ovcnca!.­
B~hr»in 
Chr istmas hland 
Greece 
Iran 
ltalv 
J ■ p;n 
Mauritiu'I. 
New Zealand .. 
Sou t h Africa . RcpublK of 
Un i1cd Kingdom 
U .S .A. 

To1>I 

Karri (o)-
Jn1crs1att-

NC'"". S o uth Wales 
V1.:-toria 
South Australia 
-,...on hcrn Terr itory 

Total 

Q ycr~c:.r!-­
C...a nad.a 
G('rm a n )', Fed . Rep. of 
1talv 
t-.:t;_ Z'.t ~hnd 
S C\ulh Afr ia . Republic of 
Un1IC'd Kingdom 
U .S .A . 

Total 

Othrr Cb) -­
Jn1cr !-.t a1c 

"'orlhC'1n Tc11 i1ory 

Total 

Ovcrse.a c. -
Bahrain 
Lib,;an Arat, RC'publ ic 
Scrnth Africa , Republ ic of 

Total 

! Quantity I Value 

m' s 

I 5891 101 469 
168 9 963 

1 ml 111 432 

I 50 

I 50 

~ Bll I ~ 592 

~ Bll ~ 592 
-----
I 881 16) 987 
3 088 242012 
8 605 786 6SJ I 

9 I 104 
15 I 461 

24 477 2 )OS 239 
I 200 

u 5 U7 
- - --- ·--·- -

38 121 J 506 513 

2ll I 20 2R8 S 3) 9 38~ 876 
II 785 I 012 49) 

917 6-4042 
- ··- ·- ··----
18 2S2 I I 482 699 

---- - --1.------< 

79 
I 

95 
345 

32 
21 
50 

558 
124 

I 206 
173 

11 321, 
I ~2 

IS 88 1 
S6 976 

6 n1 
3 478 
6 279 

52 528 
16 023 

JS9 286 
16 19) 

2 684 I 344 349 
- · · - - - - - ---·--

6 416 
743 

14 OOJ 
I 316 

22 47R 

486 726 
62 977 

I 122 792 
8 S 194 

I 757 1>8 9 

)21 4 955 
6-41 7)971 

16 2 1,71 
2 12~ 190 752 
I 4121 149 389 

HI ◄~ 347 
700 117 114 

s 211 I 587 199 

I ·---~~I : 89~-
)) ~ 890 

' 
IJ I 

I JO ! 
__ __ 16 I 
I ,;Q· 1 

2 )RO 
28 795 

2 974 

34 I 49 

Item and Dnlination 

- --- - -- -----

Timber (includin1 block ■ , 11riP1 ■ nd fric,n 
for parquet or wood block "oc,rin1, not 

I ■ncmbled), planed, ton1ucd, 1roovcd, 
~ rcbaied . chamfered, V-jointed, beaded, 

ocntrc: bc■ ded, or the like, but not further 
manuractured-

I Quantity I Value 

m' s 

7' Floorina- I 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

lntcnl ■ lC"-
New South Wala ' 260 970 

! 

Victoria .. 
South Auurat ia 

2~1 I 1.56 145 no ... ! 755 61 150 
704 95 382 Northern Territory 

Total 

Ovcr..cas­
Chri1lm1s hland 
U.S .A . ... . 

Total 

Other (r)­
Jntcrsaatc-

Norlhern TC'rrilory 

To1al 

Q-.,cne;u­
GrC"Cce 
haly 
Lib yan Arab Republic 
United Kinadom 
U.S .A . 

Total 

Total Timl..<-r hrrn 1-1 

' 

Wood, sawn lcngthwiM: , sltCcd or pec:lcd, bul 
not furlhcr prepared , veneer sheets ■ nd 
sheets for plywood, of ■ thjckn~J not 
ucecdini 5 mm-plywood, blackboard, 
laminhoard and the like: inlaid wood . 
cellular wood panels, ,.-hc1her or not (aced 
,.-11h buc mC'tal 

I 4 819 I .563 952 

I 

,; I I 532 
I 587 

191 3 119 

91 I 01 

91--1-0-,3 

60 7 199 
1 ll 20 26) 
319 78 045 

49 6 6-4 I 
145 25 298 

! 686 I 137 4-46 

I I 00 127 19 OMO 092 

! 
I 

I (/) (/) 

! 
Reconstituted wood (also kno wn •1 particle I 

board. ch ip board , sliver board , shaYin& 
board , naXc board , rc~iduc board anti 
wood wu,tc board) 

(/) (/) 

Ca sk:!i. . vats. barrC'h, clc ., F.mply (s }-­
Q-.,crsca s -

--- l I 5 ~ 
.. ,- - j- 5544 

United )( ingdom 

To1al 

Manufacturers or ~ood 
N .E .I. (h) (i) -

. ]ntcrstalC' -
Nc'Wl,· South W■I~ 
V ictoria 
QuC'cr.sland 
South Au s1rali11 
Northern Tcrri1ory 

Tot>I 

Ovc-r !<- Ca. ~ -
Jiahrain 
Chr is1m as Island 
Jap.1n 
Kuwa it 
S101,:i\po ri: 
U .S.A . 

Tot>I 

i--------
(C'• Ccpl furnituri:). I 

I 

I 

I 9SS 
i 76 599 

I 
22 57) 

8) 
I 714 

I _ ·· ___ _ I_ 101 924 

i I 
I I 332 

I 947 

I 2S . I 2201) I 46R 

j -- - - - _ __:: 
: i 24810 
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Es~ from Westun Australia of Timbu, Tanni,w Substances and Essential Oils for the Year ended June 30, 197.S 

hem •rtd Dn1inalion I Quanllly I Value I I 11,m and Dn1lna1ion I Quanllly I Valu• 

·--·-- --
I 

I m• 

I N.:.s.· I m• ' ov~ncu-
ll I Tannin, Substanca of Nalunil Oriain I N.R.S. Bcl1ium-Lu,,mboura .. .. . ... 100 170 . France .... . ... .... -··· 102 9 616 • Gumany, Fed . R,p. of:::: .262.5 II 212 - ·· 

Hon1 Kon1 . .. . . ... .... 61 I 120 ... I s 
~~:t,rland~-

.... 2 000 43 710 

I I 6 6SO 28 164 
14 I E.ucn1i.al Oil,; concrclt'I and abs.olu,c-s: Sin,a.apor-c 4 088 II 480 

rainoid1- I Swiu.rrland ... . 525 l 320 
Intent.ale- I 

Unilcd Kin1dom 14 7)8 76 300 
New Sou1h Waln 7 711 72H4 U.S.A. 10160" 45 305 

10 746 ll-4 9JI Vic1ori.l I 
Soulh A1n.iiali.o .... l 691 40 097 

l Total I 41 7491 231 6)7 

Total I 21 211 I 247 382 Total ••'Uf' or .,xporu on thi• ttturn .... 9 691 389 I 

(o) 
(b) 
(c) 
(dJ 
(,} 

ii 
(It) 
(/) 

Excluda limber cut to 1iu for male.in& bo1cs or 1uvcs (Included in Jtcm 6). 
Sec Footnote (o). 
RcJ ■ lcs to intcnl..ltc export.£ or non-conifer floorina only. Ovcnc..u exports of conifer floorinf: included in hem I. 
Rc1 ■la to ovcnc.u exports of conifer t\oorina onlr.. Overs.cu c1.poru or non<.0nifcr "oorin1 included in Item I . 
Sec Footnola (<) and (d), hem abo includn conifer timbc:r, uwn Jcnathwisc, 1li«d or pttlcd, but nol funhtt prepared of a 1hickOQJ 
cxc«dina 5 mm. · 
Dct ■ ih not avail■bk for public.lllOn . 

~:~~~::c~:r~t:nj::P~~ducr~~~ 11cm 12. 
Some- dttail1 not ■ v■ il ■ blc for public..■ tion . 

(Source: 

.. N.E.I:' ffle■ ru ••nol clstwhcrc included'". 
"'N.R.S." mc.aru "not recorded upu■tely ... 

Basis of Valuc-F.0.B. al point of final shipment. 
(lnform ■ 1ion supplied by the Au11r•li1n Bure ■ of Stuis1ics) 

W.A. FORESTS DEPARTIIBNT - AN1','1.JAL REPORT 1976) 



~l....J. ~ -· ..,, ... J .. 

lmporls into Westun Australia of Timber, Timber Products, Tanning SuhJ'lunces and Esuntial Oils for the Year endt'd 
June 30, 1975 

Item and Oriain Quantity _ Vali,c I ______ _ hem and Ori1in 

m• s 

s.■ wlos:s and vcn«r lop, in the rouah or ! 
rou&hly &quared , non<onifcr, (includina: 
poles. pilin11, potts and other wood in the 
rouah) (a)-
Ovcncas 

2 ' Railway Slecpen­
lntentate­

Qu«nsland 

Total 
Ovrrseas­

Malaysia 
Sinaapore 

Total 

Timber. sawn lengthwise, sliced or peeled but 
not further prepared . of a thickncs.s exceed• 
ing 5 mm-Conifer (r)-

Douglas Fir (d}-
Ovcrscas-

New Zealand 
U.S.A . 

Tot•I 

◄ . Other-
Interstate (r}--

New South Wale1 
Victoria 
South Austr.1ILI. 

Total 

Ovcrs.ea,;-
Gcrmany, Fed . Rep . of 
Mjllaysia 
U.S .A. 

Total 

t Timber sawn lengthwiu. sliced or p<-c1ed , bul 
not further prepared. of a thickne'\S e11.ettd­
in~ 5 mm -Non-Conifer (r)-

5 , Mcranti (f)-
Ovcrsc.a.s -

Mala~ia 
Sinp;aporc 

To1al 

6 ' Ramin (f)-

8 

9 

Ovcr~cas­
lnUone.\ia 
M ,ila~ia 
S1 1· )la pore 

Total 

Teal ({) -
0 '-' Cr!-U,;--. 

Thailand 

To1al 

Karur ( {)--
O,cr~ra, ­

Jnclone~i a 
Mal.1ys.i.,, 
Sin~ilporc 

Total 

01hcr (Rl-
ln1crst31(' •-

t,.; e""' South 'A--' 4'1~ 
~11u1h Australia 
l a,mania 

Total 

Q\.C'f:-.Ca\-

Crrmany, Fed . Rep. or 
Ma.lavsiJ 
S1n1niporc 
Unnc:d Kingdom 

lotal 

10 StnH,I,,, •. :i nd s1a,·c-!- ~""" lc-nr.tlh...,·i~c: . sl,u·d or 
pcekd . but not funher prcparrd or a 
1hid 11t':-.\ c"rttd:ng S mm (h) -
O,er , c:,u 

(b) (b) 

16 I 936 
- ---
16 I 936 

11 2301 I 621 785 
I 701 2o40 798 
-----

12911 l1 .s62~s1 
---

I 

I 281 I 992 
I 007 I 135 50J 

1--,0JS! 137 ◄95 
:------ - --· 

184 
79 
80 I 

II 112 
◄ 905 
6 278 

i---3-4)-i--1l 295 

i----i 
15 ' 

210 

225 

I 970 
◄\ 

2 01, 

I 24~ 
I 929 

30 

3 204 

357 
' -- -

357 : 

I 
82 

I ◄ 27 
6f, 

575 

J 
22 

109 

I J4 

R 310 
167 

2 

K 479 

16 
2 506 

42 1 ◄ 1 

44 66) 

l ◄ I 116 
5 «K 
- --

146 56-4 
-·- -

75 367 
156 151 

2 542 

234 060 

117 768 
- · -- --

117 768 
. - · --

J 52Y 
119 361 

5 5J7 
·- ·-

I lo ◄ 27 
· - - -

:!td 
4 J(I~ 

15 899 

20 46~ 

) I ◄ 
7K2 4-47 

14 0~ I 
588 

-- -
797 2)0 

II Wooden b.,adin11s and mouldinp (includin11 
moulded 1kirtin11 and olhcr moulded 
board,) (t)-
Ovcricas-

Austria 
Bcl1ium-Lu1cmbour1 
Germany, Fed . Rep. of .. 
Italy ... . 
Malaysia .. .. 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Singapore 
Spain 
Taiwan 
Tha iland 
United Kingdom 
U .S.A . 

Total 

Timber (includin& block, , strips and friezes 
for parquet or wood block ftoorina:, not 
■uemblcd), planed . tongued . aroovcd , 
rcb.1.1ed. chamfered, V-jointcd . beaded , 
centre-beaded or the like, bul not further 
manufactured-

12 Floor in a(}) 

13 Other-
Interstate (k)­

South Auslralia 

Tolal 

Oversea\ -
Grrmo1.ny . Fed . Rep . of 
Malavsia 
New z.c.._tand 
Singapore 

Total 

Total Timwr li<m 2-13 

1-4 W<)(ld. sawn lenithwise . sliced or peeled but 
not further prepared , veneer sheet s and 
"hret~ for plywood . or a thickness not 
e~xr-cdinp: S mm. plywood . bloclcboard. 
laminboard, and the like ; inlaid wood . I 
cellular wood panels . whether or not raced 
w ilh base mctal -

15 

Jn1er.slalc-
New Soulh \\'alc-s 
Victoria 
Our-rnsland 
South Australia 

To1al 

0 Y r"f !<,C3\ (/) ·-

Get tnilO)', Fed . Rcr, . of 
Japan 
Korea . Republic or 
Papua New Guinea 
Ph ihpp in~ 
Sm!,lapore 
Taiwan 
U.S.A . 
Malaysia 

lo1al 

Rrconstitutcd ...,-ood (aho known as particle 
hoard. chir, bC'larJ . sl i"cr board , shaving 
board. fbke board . r("!l;iduc board and 
woC'ld waste boanJ) --
lntcnto11c (Scp.1ra1e Stale- details not 1vail­

ahk for publi..:ation) 
Total 

o,rr~c:i, -
Finland 
South Africa , Republic or 
Sweden 
U .S.A . 

Tot.11 

Total Timhrr lh•ms 1-4. 15 
lotsl Timh,•r l•em, 2-15 

16 ~la1ch ~t,ltnb U) ­
O"e-r,c.;.i · -

Fml :11:d 

Total 

Quantity 

m• 

Value 

s 

959 
9 812 
5 387 

163 
7 090 
S◄ 7 
◄79 
367 
14-4 
382 
252 

29 510 
270 

------ - --

i 
I 
I 

55 362 

~ I ◄ 056 

19 I ◄ 056 .,--,:-· 
612 I 92 n1 

II I J 623 
76 8 014 

700 ,-11)5-;54 
----

m' 
115 322 

JO 507 
192 886 

9 848 

jl678J61 

I 
I 
i 
I 

206 479 
86 111 

511 027 
21 741 

348 563 ! 825 358 

5 851 
32 676 
◄ 7 062 
78 77◄ 

2 871 696 
◄ 228 ◄ 15 

32 137 
749 412 

8 046 023 

12 
2 970 
6 009 
6 4-46 

16 892 
297 570 
75 I 680 

10 557 
126 11: 

i121825~ ; ____ _ 

I 

I 
787 055 I 2 16S 621 

172 
342 
366 
◄6 

11 424 
:3 037 
24 8~4 

2 391 

926 ! 61 746 

' " 270 960 
1 7949341 

I 16 467 

116 467 
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Imports into Western Australia of Timber, Timber Products, Tannin~ Suh.Honers and Enential Oils for the Year ended 
June 30, 1975 

11cm and Oriain IQ . ' VI I uantlly I a uc hem and Oriain Quantity Value 

--- -- ----
' I m• ·i m• s 

I 
17 I Ruleo. " ·ooden (a)- I 

I Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan .. 
Thailand 

◄ 4W 
63 714 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Ovcrw:u-
China, People's Republic or 
Germany Fed. Rep. of 
Japan 
Netherlands 
United Kin11dom 

Total 

Table Mats , Wooden 

Wood Flour (m}­
Ovcrsus 

Clothes Peas, Wooden 

Tool handles. wooden-
lntcrst.alc (,r)--

Ncw South Walc-s 
Victoria 
Ouecn1l1nc1 
South Auslrali■ 
Tumilnia . 

Total 

Ovcrsca,-
Gcrmany. Fed. Rep. or 
Japan 
Switz.crland 
Uni1cd Kinpdom 
U.S.A. 

Total 

Door\ nnl inC<HJ'>CH;lling locks . h1n~c, or 
similar fi1tin5l\ --

Jn1crsla\c -
Ne"' Soulh WalC"'S 
South Aw.trillia 

Total 

O\.cr~ca!t -· 
M31avsia 
Singapore 
South Africa . Republic of 
Taiwan 

Total 

Ma1nuf.tclUrcrs of wood (l: Kccpt furnilurc, 
N.1: .1.J (c,) -

ln1cn,ta1c -
Nr" Sou1h \\'ale~ 
Vicioria 
011ccrisland 
Soulh Au~tralia 
Tasmania 

Total 

OH·r~ca.'- -
Au !> tralia (Rc -impor1ed) 
Au11;.uia 
Relgium-Lua.embourJ 
Canad;1. 
Chin11 . Ptopk's Rcpuhlic of 
Crcch1HIO\'aL:ia 
Oc:nmarl,. 
Finland 
frani.:c-
\lerman\, Fed . Rep . of 
Honf Kon~ 
Jnd1d 
Jndn11c-!i.i.a 
Ital) 
Japan 
Korea . Republic of 
Mala~asy. Rcr,uhlic of 
Malavsi.l 
Ntlh;rlanrls 
NC'"'- 7.c-aland 
l'-on••·a) 
Paki\\an . hlamic Rep . or 
Phil1rpine, 
S,n~apott 
Sou1h Afri~ . Rc-rutilic or 
Spain 

Num~ I 
g 1 

118 
10 
11 

977 
17 378 1n~I 

·----1 
13 9'16 

! N.R.S . 

N.R.S. 

18 ◄94 

N.R.S. 

N.R.S . 

24] 
]48 

109 822 
118 
240 

_____ i _ 110 771_ 

DoJ"cn 

9 I ci~ 
11 I 218 

3 ◄ 
s 1 21 

123 , I I 51 
- -- -- - · ·· 
I 80 : I 5◄ 9 

Numhc:r 

39 722 
23 HJ 

63 26~ 

2 
~00 
109 

16 650 
----

17 261 

I 

520 299 
297 491 

817 790 

19 
12 6J~ 

8 l ◄0 
70 ))6 

- ------ · -
91 J)J 

257 9.<2 
f-7(J f>O .< 

22 15~ 
I ~2 372 
J 15 276 

---1,i1sm 

◄ 
69 

· 8 494 
19 l.<9 
2 KHO 

9()1 
I J 347 

I O.<O 
6: 

24 2:! I 
9 51,(l 
6 90, 
I R.<J 
9 217 

·~ (,7'4 
4.<J 

10 
21> 9~4 

5 87.< 
◄ 711 
3 )70 

10~ 
97 I ~1 
)2 9JJ 
2 9.<7 

17 410 

2◄ 

2~ 

26 

~7 

Uni1ed Kinadom 
U.S .A. 
Oriain Unknown 

Total 

Furnilurc,, wood or wood framed (p}-
Jn1c:rs1a1c-

New Soulh Wales 
Viclorie 
Queensland 
South Auslralia 
Tasmania 

Total 

Ovcrse.o.s­
Belgium-Lu~embourc 
Canada 
China . People's Republic of 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
German Democratic Rep . 
Gormany, Fed. R,p. or 
Hona Kong 
India 
lndonc:-sia 
Italy 
Jar,an 
Korea, Republic o( 
Malaysia 
Mc-cico 
Netherlands 
N<'"' Ualand 
Norwa\' 
Paki\la-n . hlamic Rt'p . of 
Phil ippine!'. 
Ru mania 
Sin~arort' 
S(lai11 
Sri LanJ..a 
S""c-den 
s .... itJerland 
T.aiwan 
Thail.,nct 
TurJ..c-\ 
lln,ted Kingdom 
U.S .A. 
Yu~oslavia 
Zambia 

Total 

Tannin~ f .,tr:,c...:t~ or V~;,e1 ;1hle 0ritz_in 

\\'a1tk B~irk [1,1r.1c1!'. (qi •-
O, er ~ca:, -

South Africa . Reruhlic of 

To1al 

O1her (q) -
O\'cr~ea~ -

J"r a m..· e 
l'n,1c-cJ ~ in~dnm 

Total 

SHllhe11c wnninl! ~ub\litnt: cs. anificial bates 
· for rn<'-lanninc 1anning (Tannie acids) ~ 
and their ~al!~ . e~tcn. and "lhcr dcr i"·ativcs-

ln1c-r~tale -
f\,:('1.1, South Wal,:s 
Victoria 
Ouccn~land 
Soulh Australia 

101al 

O,n!.c:as - ­
Hcl~1um-l.uH111h<.,ur~ 
r ranee 
<icrmany, Fed . Rep . Clf 
J1ah 
Jar,Jn 
Un11l'd )( in~dnm 

Total 

Number 

kg 

155 
12~ 854 
67 783 
46 7◄7 
60 017 

12 

70◄ 1 ◄9 

312 485 
856 370 

◄ )6 
76◄ 409 

913 

I 9H 613 

I 848 
I 398 

15 878 
30 291 
10 196 

279 
◄ 

4 515 
3J 918 
9 609 
◄ 651 

34 710 
20 OIR 

I 153 
I 15 097 

35 
5 ◄ 58 
I 068 

20 474 
179 

10 619 
131 

I JI 761 
30 486 

I 526 
17 80.1 

50 
2H~ 178 

3 691 
◄9 

2.<3 38J 
27 7◄ 7 
13 698 

90 

: I 090 991 

661 875 19: 176 
-- -- - · ·· ··· - - - - -

1,61 BU 191178 

55 000 
I 2.<0 

56 250 

51 095 
70 5)8 ! 

8 881 
◄ 18 

1., 72q 
87 I 

14 I,()() 

7S 310 
5Cl o~: 

4 605 
536 

1369321 IJJ50J 

6 000 
4 000 

58 IR0 
200 

I 000 
19 700 

2J 611 
14 962 
12 712 

6: 
.< 88~ 

~s 110 

89 080 125 603 
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(u) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(,) 
(/) 
(j') 
(Ir) 
(i) 
(j) 

(k) 
(f) 

(M) 
(,w) 
(o) 
( ... ) 
(q) 
(r) 

A.PP~rnlx "F" P.\G~~ 3. 

Imports into WeJtern Austrulia of Timher, Timbu PrvJ11cts, Ta1111ing S11h<tu11ct•s a,:d E11,•111iul Oils for the Y~ar ,.,,tfr ,I 
June 30, 1975 

Item and Or1ajn Quantlly Value I Item J.nJ Ori1iin Qua n lily Value 

m' s m' s 
0\1Cr1t'i:U ·-

E.s\Cnti;al oil! : concrcln and ah \o lutc.s : rc,in- India 14 1,11 
oiJs - Indonesia 9 R-IO 48 t,f,~ 

South Afrk;i Rt·p uhlii.: uf 9 2~0 l8 •1•1t, 
lntcruatc -· SwQzilanJ 9l 8H 41'. :oJ 

T.1i1,1,an 2 71.1 24 OO'l 
New South Wales 44 2h7 U.S.A. 2 l40 71 ]61 
Victoria. 2 :!00 12 2]8 -- - -·-· -
South Auilralia I 14 To1al 120 201 , 629 HO 

- · - - · - ---·- . - --- - '- --------
To1al 

Interstate imports arc not recorded .separately. 
Not ava ilable for publica1ion. 

2 24l 

Overseas imports cu:ludc shooks and stavo- 11,cc 11cm I 0 . 
lntcrscatc imporu included in hem -4. 

12 ll 9 Total V;alur or imports on thi, ,ctum 

S:e Footnote (d), Item also includes imports or conifer limber, plancJ . tnnw; ucJ. KroovcJ , or the like . 
Intcrsta1e imports included in hem 9. 
Sec Foo1notc [ {) . 
lntcrstatc imports induJcd in hem ,4 (Conifer) and l1em Q. (Non-C",rn ifcr) . 
Interstate imporu lnc.:ludcJ in Item 2). 

· I l 161 4'14 

F igures rclilte to 0'f'Cr\c~u imports of conifer fh .... >r1111i only. 1nter\1atc 11npl>rU of fhu ,r1111 ioduJeJ in Item 4 (Conifer) ~n <l (1:m 1 J (~o n­
Con,fcr). 
Relate, to Non-Conifer timber only. All conircr 1imher. planet.I. ton"ued. grooved , etc., incluJcJ in Item 4. 
E,tcludcs wood. s.iwn lcn~th..,,, isc, sliced o r peeled, but noc further prcparcJ, veneer sheets .1nJ sheets for pl ywcx1J, <lc1ailJ of which arc not 
available for publicJt1on . 
Interstate imporu included in hem 1.5 . 
lnclud~ brush and broom handles J.nd the like. 
Includes imporu or woo<len pack in~ cas~ . casks. dome'itic article, or wood, and .similar products . . 
Excludes imports , ir .J.ny, of wooden mcdii.:al. denial, surg ii.:.11 or vc:lcrinuy furniture . nun •Jomc- 'i1ic w..,,oJen i.:h.iir,. anJ worn.Jen \c~s im­
ported separately as parts. 
Interstate imports includcJ in hem 27. 
Sec Foo1no1c (q) . 

"N. E. I. " mean, "nol che"" here i~luJed•· . 
.. N .R.S." mc:.i.ns "not rccl'n.Jcd separately'". 

Ba~i, of value: Overscas- - F .O.H . at the point or final :ihipmcnl. 
Ba.,is of value: In1enta1c:- landc-d co1t in Wes tern Au5tralia . 

(lnform,uion Ju pplicd by the Australian Bureau of S1atistics. ) 

(Source: W.A. FORESTS DEPARTMENT - ANNUAL REPORT 1976) 


