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shells



Movement:glides
Size: 3 - 65mm in diameter

freshw
ater snails

4

sin
gle shell



double shell
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Movement: draws itself along
Size: up to 80mm

freshwater mussel

Movement: draws itself along
Size: up to 10mm

freshwater clam



no shells
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no legs

7
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Movement: clings, w
aves

Size: up to 7 mm
blackfly larva

Movement: active sw
immer, w

riggles
Size: 3 - 6mm

mosquito pupa & larva
Movement: spraw

ls, scrapes
Size: up to 30mm

soldierfly larva

w
ith ten

ta
cles,

            bru
shes or ta

ils

Movement: burrow
s

Size: up to 50mm
cranefly larva
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Movement: peristaltic
Size: 1 - 300mm

segmented w
orm

w
o

rm
-
like

Movement: craw
ls, sucks

Size: 5 - 100mm
leech

Movement: glides
Size: up to 10mm

flatw
orm

Movement: random movements
Size: up to 12mm

round w
orm

Movement: spraw
ls, burrow

s
Size: up to 12mm

biting midge larva

Movement: burrow
s

Size: up to 30mm
non-biting midge larva
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                   Although these macroinvertebrrates do have legs theye are almost microscopic
and identifying the number of legs may be difficult.
                   It is therefore easier to identify them by size and movement.

Movement: swims
Size: 0.4 - 0.8mm

ostracod

Movement: smooth swimmer
Size: up to 2mm

copepod

Movement: floats
Size: up to 3mm

springtail

Movement: jerky movements,
                 stop-start action

Size: most< 1mm
water flea

tiny



legs
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Movement: craw
ls, backw

ard flick w
ith speed

Size: up to 300mm
marron

Movement: side-sw
immer

Size: up to 10mm
amphipod

Movement: sw
ims, jumps, flicks

Size: up to 50mm
freshw

ater shrimp

Movement: craw
ls

Size: 2  - 12mm
isopod

Movement: craw
ls, backw

ard flick w
ith speed

Size: up to 200mm
gilgie

10
+

 legs
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Movement: free swimmer, crawls
Size: up to 2.5mm

water mite

4 pairs of legs



14

three pairs of legs



wings
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Movement: clumsy sw
immer, craw

ls
Size: up to 6mm

craw
ling w

ater beetle

16

beetle-
like, ha

rd w
in

gs

Movement: very fast surface sw
immer

Size: up to 6mm
w

hirligig beetle

Movement: sw
ims, dives

Size: 3 - 35mm
predacious diving beetles

Movement: sw
ims, craw

ls
Size: 1 - more than 40 mm

scavenger beetle
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Movement: swims
Size: up to 7mm

backswimmer

Movement: skates
Size: up to 16mm

water measurer

Movement: walks
Size: up to 12mm

water strider

leathery wings

Movement: swims
Size: up to 10mm

water boatman

Movement: climbs, crawls
Size: up to 50mm (not including respiratory siphon)

water scorpions
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no wings
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Movement: sw
ims, dives, climbs

Size: up to 7mm
scavenger beetle larva

Movement: craw
ls, sw

ims
Size: up to 20mm

caddis fly larvae

Movement: sw
ims

Size: up to 20mm
w

hirligig beetle larva

n
o

 o
bv

io
u
s ta

ils

Movement: clings, craw
ls

Size: up to 50mm
dragonfly larvae
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pic to come?

Movement: clings
Size: up to 8mm

stonefly larva

Movement: swims, dives
Size: up to 55mm

predacious diving beetle larvae

Movement: swims, crawls
Size: up to 25mm

crawling water beetle larva

one or two tails
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Movement: swims (note - distinctive serpentine movement
             of abdomen while swimming

Size: up to 27mm
damselfly larva

Movement: fast swimmer, clings
Size: up to 10mm

mayfly larvae

three tails


