





Profile of a Wildfire

The story of the Easter Brook Bushfire tragedy of January 1958

By Dave Evans

This fire was the result of an outbreak from an “advance burn” which had been carried out by
the Forests Department on 2nd December 1957, which had been deemed to be extinguished.

[t was customary for the Department at the time to carry out advance burning in jarrah forest
prior to logging of the area taking place. The purpose is to remove scrub and heavy forests
debris to provide the fallers and bush workers casier access, and to remove fuel from the
forest floor in case of a fire being started accidentally during logging activities.

At that time the Forests Departinent had only just adopted a policy of broad acre prescribed
burning, so most of the forest where burns were now being done carried very heavy fuels.
This meant that the initial bums were usually lit under very mild conditions and were
consequently quite light and patchy.

This particular burn covered an area of approximately 1200 hectares, bordered by Hopkins
Road on the north, Easter Road on the east, Dickson Road on the south, and Sands Road on
the west. The arca was patrolled after the burn on the 3rd and 4th of December and appeared
to be safe.

However, the burn was effective only around the edges of the area to a depth varying from a
few chains (50 to 60 metres) to about a kilometre. Arecas of the forest in the centre of the
block were unburned. When the Prohibited Burning Period commenced a general prohibition
on further lighting began, ensuring no further action could be taken until after the first rains
in autumn.

On the morning of 11th December the Dickson Fire Lookout tower reported a small smoke in
the south west corner of the block, but it did not develop and no action was taken.

A further small smoke, which also died out, was reported from the same general direction on
the morning of 12th December.

Approximately three weeks later, at 11:15 on lst January 1958, a small white smoke was
reported in the same area by Dickson Tower. As the tower was less than 2 kilometres away
from the original burn, any ecarlier smokes could not have escaped detection.

The forecast fire hazard for the day was for High Summer, with north-cast to south-east
winds, varying southerly during the day, indicating a cool, moist late afternoon and evening.
Such a change could be expected to assist in controlling a fire.

At 11:30 am the only two men available from Barlee Brook settlement were instructed to
make an inspection on the ground. At 2:00pm Ogilvie, the man in charge, reported that the
area was alight, covered about a hectare, and was burning freely.



There was no radio communication available in the field at that time. The only
communication possible was the single line (earth return circuit) bush telephone system with
a phone at Dickson Tower. From this phone, calls to Nannup headquarters were possible.

The gang from Willow Springs settlement comprising Raymond Thomas (22), James
McCrone (30), Kevin Joseph Barrett (25), John Talbot (Jr), Overseer William Riising and
three of the men who died in the inferno, John Hilliger (37), Robert Johnson (30), George
McCorkhill (64) and John Wiltshire-Butcher (37), under Assistant Forester John Talbot (54)
were despatched to carry out suppression operations. They set up a base and at 4:00pm
commenced their task of raking a trail around the perimeter of the fire.

However, the men experienced greater difficulty than had been anticipated, and at 7:00pm
AJF Talbot reported to Nannup office from the phone at Dickson Tower that he would require
more men and a bulldozer to complete a break around the fire. He then withdrew the gang to
Hopkins Road to a meal and rest. They re-commenced their work after 8:00pm, raking down
the eastern perimeter of the fire.

In the cooler atmosphere of the night the fire died down, the fire face became difficult to
follow, and cut-off segments would not burn when attempts were made to light them.
Recognising the futility of continuing in the dark A/F Talbot withdrew the gang and settled
the men on the road at midnight to rest until dawn when the attack would be renewed with the
additional men he had requested.

After receiving A/F Talbot’s telephone request, Assistant Divisional Forest Officer lan
Morrison at Nannup organised for the Barlee Brook gang to proceed to join Talbot, and
requested a bulldozer from the Manjimup office.

Following a break of some four hours, the Willows Springs gang recommenced work at 4:30
am, joined by the Barlee Brook gang which had arrived at about 2:00 am. The newly arrived
gang worked around the western side of the fire with the intention of joining forces around it
on the southern side. These two gangs made good progress at first, but by 6:00 am the fire
began to lift and at 8:15 an, Talbot reported by phone that he had not surrounded the fire and
needed more men.

The forecast for that day, Thursday, 2nd January, given at 7:15 am, was for a fire hazard of
“severe, approaching dangerous” upgraded from the “high summer” forecast of the previous
two days. It also predicted “moderate to fresh northeast to southeast wind and an afternoon
sea breeze”, Evidently the Weather Bureau did not expect the trough of low pressure lyhing
off the west coast at the time to pass inland that day with the dangerous weather and strong
northwest winds which usually accompanies such a weather pattern.

In response to the 7:15am revised weather forecast and the 8:15 am report of A/F Talbot,
ADFO Morrison organised further gangs, bulldozers and power pumper units from Nannup,
Glenoran (Manjimup Division) and Jarrahwood (Kirup Division). A/F Talbot was instructed
to return to Willow Springs to obtain food and supplies for his men.

Talbot rang ahead to Willow Springs to have wives prepare these requirements and returned
about 10:45 am bringing an additional two men, Vallentine and Johnston with him.



On his arrival Talbot found that the fire was burning strongly, and the men had withdrawn to
the truck at the roadside.

District Forester Oscar Pears had left Nannup immediately after Talbot’s 8:15 telephone call
to inspect the area and assess the overall situation as he was the officer most familiar with
that section of forest. He surveyed the fire area from the conveniently positioned Dickson
Tower then travelled along Easter and Dickson Roads sketching the very inadequate burn by
the December 2nd fire along the southern and castern perimeters of the block. On returning
to Dickson Tower he notified Nannup, by bush telephone, that he would withdraw the men
from Hopkins Road and set up a control point at the junction of Easter and Dickson Roads.

After a meal, the Willow Springs and Barlee Brook gangs were moved to the selected control
point arriving about midday where they were joined shortly afterwards by the gang from
Glenoran. Each gang was supported by it’s own heavy duty pumper unit.

The strategy adopted was to prepare firelines in the south east corner of Easter Block, along
Easter and Dickson Roads in readiness to burn out the remainder of the block later in the day
with the predicted southerly winds. As the western side of the block had been well burned in
early December and should contain the fire, this seemed a logical approach.

D/F Pears was concerned that with the north easterly wind the fire could reach Dickson Road
before the expected sea-breeze came in, so he positioned the Glenoran gang (who were fresh)
along Dickson Road about a kilometre to the west of the base, to rake around trees in
readiness for back burning, The Willow Springs men were positioned east of the water hole
at the junction of Dickson and Easter Roads. They were instructed to make the fireline
parallel to and about 4 or 5 chains (about 100 metres) north of and west of Easter Road.

However, the wind had been veering from north east to north and northwest and by about
1:45 D/F Pears realised that it was definitely from the northwest so he gave instructions to
commence back burning. Jim Valentine commenced firing with a drip torch with Overseer
Riising patrolling closely behind him. The back burn was running freely down the gentle
slope towards the main fire which was approaching rapidly and appeared to be about a
kilometre away.

Pears could sce that with a strong north westerly wind chopping to the west and with the fire
burning fiercely, that it would strike hard at the perimeter being held by the Willow Springs
gang. He immediately went to bring up the Glenoran gang and heavy duty pumper units as
reinforcements. By this time, however, the main fire was dropping burning embers on both
sides of Dickson Road, starting spot-fires.

About this time there was a serious change in weather conditions. The low pressure trough
that had been sitting off the west coast suddenly moved in and behind it came a front with
half-gale force north-westerly winds. The forest exploded into a raging inferno. The time
was later fixed with precision at between 2:20 and 2:40pm.

The Forests Department’s official report of the fire sums up what happened next: “From this
point on descriptions are somewhat confused as events moved with amazing speed.”



Six men from the Willow Springs gang appear to have been spread out over the fire line with
Overseer Riising at the western and McCorkhill at the castern extremity, perhaps 300 or 400
yards away. Valentine started lighting with Overseer Riising following closely, however
lighting was proceeding so readily that Riising decided a second lighter was unnecessary and
therefore patrolled the sector as it was lit by Valentine. Lighting had been proceeding for a
bare five minutes or so when Valentine noticed that fires were spotting up behind him on
unburnt country so he called to some of his mates to deal with the “hop-overs”. Two of them
dealt with the first one or two hopovers, but it quickly became apparent that the hopovers
were lighting-up in so many places that any further back burning was futile. Barrett therefore
ran back to tell Overseer Riising (as the whole area was now covered in heavy smoke) only to
find that he was cut off by flames across the track and he could not get through to Riising.
He returned to the men and they immediately decided to get out by crossing the 4 chain strip
to Easter Road. There was a loss of time here as Butler went back to get McCorkhill and
another man who was believed to be still on the fireline. However, McCorkhill and the other
man had themselves returned to the road and after some shouting and confusion, all six men
evidently got together on the road.

However, the planned escape route along Easter Road running north was found to have been
crossed by another tongue of fire and the men were thus cut off with fire both to the left and

right of them.

Valentine and McCorkhill disagreed on which direction they should strike into the scrub to
get to Dickson Road, Valentine indicating it should be almost due east, and McCorkhill
wishing to go south east. Whether or not he realised that this was the shortest distance to
Dickson Road and an escape is not known but certainly McCorkhill, although aged, was the
most experienced bushman in the group. The rest of the men were apparently 100 yards or so
further west. Meanwhile, Valentine, from whom this description was obtained, struck out
through the heavy scrub followed closely by Barrett. Although patches were lighting up
around them they apparently made their way downhill through ti-tree and netic scrub some 2
to 4 metres high, to a point below the junction of two small gullies which joined and flowed
northwards towards Easter Brook.

Heavy green scrub under a canopy of karti gave them a brief respite before they burst through
to the far side and made their way to the ridge top where the going was somewhat easier and
the scrub of lesser height. They followed a course curving southwest along the ridge and
came out on Dickson Road about a mile and a quarter east of Easter road. Looking back
before striking out from the track, the last they saw was McCorkhill entering scrub from the
track with the other three men running towards him. '

Apparently the party of four struck out in a course midway between that taken by Valentine
and that which McCorkhill originally desired to go. They progressed about 18 chains (nearly
400 metres) and crossed the head of the first creek before being overcome and collapsing in a
small group at the butt of a large marri tree.

The remainder of the gang, including Overseer Riising and A/F Talbot withdrew up Dickson
Road to the west. Two of them, Talbot and Riising, had to make their way through a short
section of a few yards where the fire was burning on both sides of the road, but beyond that
the road was clear to the west. They thought at the time that the rest of the men would be
able to withdraw northwards along Easter Road, not being aware that another tongue of fire
had cut off this escape route.



All the gangs were pulled out at 3:00pm and a new base was set up at the junction of Dickson
Road and New Chum Road to the west, while the fire raged out of control into the adjacent
Iffley Block. Overseer Riising and McCrone travelled along Hopkins, Sands and Easter
Roads searching for the missing men, and A/F Talbot proceeded down Iffley and Coronation
Roads until he was blocked by fire. No sign of the men was found.

During this period the D4 bulldozer from Manjimup which Talbot had requested at 8:00pm
the previous evening arrived and was sent to Telephone Road in readiness for an assault on
the fire later in the day. Had the machine not been delayed by having to wait for a low-loader
to transport it, there is a strong probability that the fire would have been contained that night.

After a reconnaissance of the fire, at 3:30pm Forester Pears notified Nannup office that the
fire was completely out of control and he proposed to back burn from Jubilee and Easter
Roads, and to do this he would require two gangs from Nannup for night burning. He
arranged for the men to meet him at Dickson T'ower at 6:30pm.

Shortly afterwards it was reported that the Yanmah gang was ready to relieve the Glenoran
team, and a TD 9 bulldozer was ready and waiting for the low loader to convey it to the site.
The bulk of the resources of the region were being organised for the night operation.
Meanwhile Talbot and Riising were continuing to patrol the roads in search of the missing
men, without success,

The official report states that at 5:50pm two of the missing men i.e. Valentine and Barrett,
joined the main group. Forester Wes Forrest, the duty officer in the Manjimup office, and
who was in contact all offices and lookout towers, was actually speaking to Towerman Doug
Ray, when Ray announced: “I can see two of the missing men coming in now”.

Valentine gave details of what had occurred, and expressed the firm views that the other four
men could not have survived. The William Springs men wanted the loss of the four men
reported, and a full search organised. However Forester Pears, who had inspected the east
side of the fire and was aware of its ferocity, refused to give permission for fear of losing
more men.

At 6:30pm the Willows Springs men left for the spot where the missing men had been last
seen by Vallentine and Barrett. About 8:00pin they returned to report that they had found the
rakes which the men had abandoned with the wooden handles consumed by the fire. By then
it was too dark and hazardous to search further and they returned to base. They later became
involved in the general back-burning operations, lighting along Coronation and Davidson
Roads throughout the night. With five gangs of men, heavy duty pumping units, and two
bulldozers all engaged in suppression activities the fire, burning less fiercely in the night air
was gradually subdued and contained. Soon after daylight the situation was in hand. At 8:25
am (on Friday 3rd January) District Forester Pears was able to report that the fire was tied in
and under control, and that it would depend on the efficiency of the patrol if it was to remain
that way. “Mopping up” was to continue for some days.

The William Springs men were relieved next morning by Assistant Forester Bill Tame and
the Jarrahwood crew who took over their heavy duty.



They refused to go home until their missing mates were located and resumed the search for
them. By this time they had been in the ficld for one and a half days and 2 nights,

A/F Talbot notified Nannup at 7:45am that the men were still missing and considered the
matter serious. He requested that the police bring out a search party and a Minister of
Religion be notified. This was done and Constable Johnston of Nannup was notified.

Forest Guard Frank Vince with three men from Palmer’s Log Hauling Contractors team
arrived around 8:00 am and were guided to the spot where the burnt rakes had been found
and began searching. They located the four badly burned bodies within half an hour. They
also saw the footprints in the fresh ash-bed of the searchers of the previous evening, who had
passed close by where the bodies lay.

At 9:30 am D/F Pears informed Nannup office by phone that the remains of the four men had
been located and asked if the Willows Springs settlement could be notified before the
remainder of the gang returned home. ADFO Morrison promptly notified Constable
Johnston who was organising a search party among the men of Kauri Timber Company mill
at Nannup. The constable proceeded directly to the scene of the tragedy to make
arrangements for the bodies and to set in train other formalities.

Forester Wesley Forrest was given the unenviable task of conveying the tragic news to the
families of the victims and the settlement. Everyone had been waiting anxiously and had no
illusions regarding the severity and magnitude of the fire as the dense, dark smoke from it
was visible for miles. Ted Cracknell, who later became a long-serving field officer of the
Forests Department, was working in a forestry gang a few miles south of Pemberton, over 40
kilometres away, at the time. With his workmates he saw the great pall of smoke rise. They
likened it to the cloud from an atomic bomb.

Wes Forrest fulfilled his task manfully. He was well respected in the region, sensitive and
experienced, and broke the devastating news to the three widows and their families
consolingly, with sympathy and understanding. Now retired after a long and successful
career, he revealed in 1997: “That day was by far the worst I spent in all my years with the
Department”.

A Departmental inquiry was initiated and conducted by the Regional Superintendent Don
Stewart. In his report to the Conservator of Forests Stewart stated that:

“Following a telephone message from Nannup about 9:30am on Friday 3rd instant, advising
that the bodies of four employees missing at a fire had been found, I proceeded to Nannup
with Fire Control Superintendent Milesi to ascertain the facts of the tragedy.”

The report concludes with the paragraph:

“During the next three days of inquiry, close contact was maintained with the local police
and visiting Detective-Sergeant Sullivan. The scene of the tragedy was visited in company
with Messrs Valentine and Barnett and a fairly clear picture of the event during the critical
fire break-through was obtained. Copies of the statements given by the men are being made
available by the police and will be attached to this when received”,



An accurate record of movements of personnel and progress of the fire was obtained from
log-book entries kept at fire towers and in district offices.

A workman’s representative, Jack Walsh, also visited Nannup and Willow Springs and
interviewed those who had been directly involved, taking evidence which could be presented
to an inquiry. However, on his return journey to Perth he was involved in a collision with a
log-truck laden with poles near Harvey and killed. Tt is understood that the bricfcase
containing the material he had collected was recovered by police and incorporated in their
files. Wes Forrest recollects that a Coroner’s Inquest was held but neither he nor Jim
Valentine were called to appear before it.

From Superintendent Stewart’s report it was apparent that the critical factor in the cause of
the tragedy what that the weather information upon which the officers based their strategy,
was inaccurate. They were unaware that a front was due to pass through the area, bringing
with it a dramatic change in wind direction and weather conditions which caused the bush to
virtually explode, making control of the fire impossible. This frontal movement brought the
six men directly into the path of the raging head-fire. A tongue of fire rolled past them on
their left, and another on their right, cutting off their escape along either Dickson or Easter
Roads.

In his report Stewart made several critical comments in his margin notes, but apportioned no
blame to any individual. Extreme weather conditions, and the wind changing without
warning, was the essential cause.

The tragedy was received with shock throughout the state. Several days afterwards, the then
Premier, Hon A.R.G. Hawke visited the district, and in the company of D/F Wes Forrest,
travelled to Willow Springs to meet the grieving families and to offer consolation.

The “Warren Times”, the local Manjimup newspaper initiated a practical expression of
sympathy by setting up a Widows Relief Fund for the 3 widows and total of 12 children of
the victims. This move was well received and attracted support from Collie and other centres
as well as the local districts and resulted in a most helpful contribution to each of the families.

A great deal of sympathy was felt for George (“Snow”) McCorkhill, a well liked bachelor of
64 years of age who was looking forward to his retirement within a few months. He had only
recently returned to work after a fall from a truck which had resulted in several cracked ribs,
and when he joined the gang on the day of the fire the overseer included him with some

reluctance.

In Nannup, a stone monument was raised in remembrance of the four men who died. It bears
the simple inscription which reads:

“In memory of
John Hendrick Hilliger,
Robert Henry Johnston,
George McCorkhill,
John Francis Wiltshire-Butler,

Who perished in a bushfire in the course of duty with the Forests Department,
on 2nd January 1958.



Three of these men were accorded a further memorial when forest blocks were named after
them. These were Hilliger, McCorkhill and Butler, but as a Johnston block already existed,
he was omitted to obviate and possibility of future confusion. Hilliger’s son Bill was later
taken on as a forest cadet, graduated as a field staff officer and enjoyed a successful career in
forestry and aviation in the Northern Territory.

The Escape and Aftermath

One aspect of the official report of the Easter Block Fire which was deficient was any detail
of the amazing escape of Jim Valentine and Kevin Barrett. This was an extraordinary feat of
endurance, courage and bushmanship. The report is a thorough and objective account of
events and movements as they transpired with amplifying comment when required. It’s the
main purposes were to ascertain how the fire occurred, it’s behavioural pattern, the acts
which were taken regarding suppression and the circumstances leading to the deaths of the
four men. But little reference is made of the ordeal which Valentine and Barrett endured.
Given the intent of the report this is understandable, but the actual details of the escape as
provided by Jim Valentine, John Tillman (ex Bush Boss from Donnelly River), and D/F
Wesley Forrest merit recording and acknowledging.

When the group of six, after struggling out from the fire-line they had been raking to Easter
Road, realised the desperate situation with which they were confronted, there was little time
for concerted planning. Both escape routes were cut off by flames, and the fire was raging so
fiercely that the forest canopy, even in the area of the previous advance-burn was alight. It
was they who decided a case of every man looking to his own well-being.

Jim Valentine disagreed with Snow MecCorkhill regarding the direction of flight which
offered the best chance of getting through the encircling flames and stood to his conviction as
though by some instinct. Saying “I think T know a way out along the gully”, he set off at a
run, to the east, closely followed by Kevin Barrett. The others were doubtful about the
course Jim had taken and opted for a more southerly direction towards Dickson Road, hoping
to find a gap in the closing tongues of fire.

Running strongly, Valentine and Barrett were able to pass through a gap in the flames which
were closing rapidly. Glancing back they had a last glimpse of their workmates taking off.
They continued down the slope and reached the bed of a creek which ran into Easter Brook,
just below the junction of two gullies.

The watercourse on either side was covered with an overburden of dense drooping scrub
which formed a low, rough tunnel along the actual creek bed. Through this tunnel they
scrambled, half bent over, clambering over and under logs and limbs, hindered by thick
prickly undergrowth and the unevenness of the creek bed. Above them lighted material from
the fire dropped, starting spot fires which spread readily. In places, the burning scrub fell
into the tunnel, burning holes in their clothes. (Jim still retains the fire holed singlet he wore
on that day). At times they were forced to scramble from the creek bed which had lighted
ahead of them, crash through the scrub on the bank, then return to watercourse. All the while
the heat, the choking smoke and lack of oxygen made breathing almost impossible.



By this time the firc was reaching it’s roaring crescendo as the front passed through. It’s
intensity was increased by the draft it created and flames being drawn in from all sides. The
centre of the inferno appeared to be the area to which the other four men appeared to be
heading.

At such a close range the roar of the headfire was awesome and the oppressive atmosphere
stifling.

Under the pressure and pace of their flight Barrett reached the limit of his endurance. The
young forest guard fell several times and gamely resumed the flight. Finally Jim had to
physically assist him to his feet and to press on with the words:

“We may have to say our prayers, but we'll do it on the run”.

There was no thought of leaving Barrett at any time, and he continued to urge on and help his
mate.

In this condition they continued for about two kilometres before they could leave the bottom
of the gully and travel to the relatively more easily traversable country of the ridge until they
reached Dickson Tower Road and safety. Both men were exhausted as they paused to rest
briefly before moving further east.

Kevin Barrett was in a serious condition, close to unconsciousness, staggering
uncomprehendingly. Jim, concerned for his companions safety laid him on a cairn of rocks
adjacent to the roadside and tied him to a sturdy post in the centre of the rock-pile using some
of his clothes to prevent him wandering off into any danger.

After a short time Jim assessed their position, and led the way further east to the junction of
Dickson and Coronation Roads. Here they waited as the fire roared into Iffley Block. When
they decided that the main fire had passed through they set about retracing their steps to the
west along Dickson Road to locate the trucks at the base.

Travelling as rapidly as they were able, they passed through the blackened aftermath of the
fire, still heavily smoking and smouldering, and passed the burnt out base at Easter Road
from which the vehicles had been withdrawn. Finally, after covering about 8 kilometres they
arrived at the re-established base at the junction of New Chum Road in the proximity of
Dickson Tower. They had made good their escape, walked and run a distance which would
have totalled some 15 kilometres, in blistering heat, choking on the smoke of the fire, and
without a drink.

John Tillman in his book, “Donnelly - Men and Mill”, records that the men were shocked and
disbelieving when they initially heard the news that the men had been caught in the inferno
and had almost certainly perished. However, the attitude and evident conviction of Jim
Valentine made them quickly realise that enormity of the situation and they were galvanised
into action, According to Jim, Kevin Barrett was taken to Nannup Hospital for observation in
the wake of his ordeal.

He was with the remainder of the Willow Springs men when they set out at 6:30pm in a bid
to locate their missing mates. Finding their bush-rakes with the handles charred must have
been an ominous indicator and the gang would have held little hope of their survival when



they returned to base at 8:00pm. The gang went on to rest and prepare for the scheduled
night suppression operations of block-lighting, mop up and patrolling, and at 2:00 am
(Friday) were detailed to light north along Coronation Road.

By the time the Willows Springs men took up their positions, Jim Valentine was feeling the
stress he had been under. He recounts that in the small hours of Friday morning he suddenly
realised that he was patrolling along Coronation Road, but had no idea how he came to be
there. With the rest of the gang he remained on duty until they were relieved at 7:00am on
Friday morning, when they joined the resumed search for the missing men. Even after the
bodies were located at 8:30am, by which time the fire had been brought under control, they
remained to assist the police and department officers in piecing together the events of the
previous day. It was after midday by the time they departed for Willows Springs.

On reaching the settlement they found the residents in a state of shock and grieving. Wesley
Forrest had broken the news, and was trying to console the families. There was little else Jim
Valentine could do, and he was heading out the back way to his utility to return home when
Forrest noted the stress showing on him and quietly said:

“Don’t show up for a few days - not until you’ve had a chance to recover”.
John Tillman comments wryly:

“Today men who go through such an ordeal are debriefed by men who are experts in this
field. Their job is to convince the survivors they have done no wrong and to clear their
conscience of any misgivings they may have had. Jim Vallentine and the other men were
simply told to go back to work, They had to carry any personal problems themselves”.

The actions of Jim Valentine were recognised by his workmates but not generally by the
Forests Department or the press. Wesley Forrest considered that he had saved the life of
Kevin Barrett and recommended that he receive a bravery award, but with the hurley-burley
and inquiries which came with the aftermath of the fire, nothing was done. It was just over
39 years before public recognition was awarded to him. This took the form of a presentation
by the Nannup Shire Council of a Certificate of Appreciation and an inscribed wall clock for
his effort. The ceremony was held during the Nannup Festival held on 26 January, 1997.

Jim Valentine

Jim Valentine was born at Maylands on 17th June, 1923. While stifl a young boy he moved
with his family to South Australia where he grew up. Iollowing the death of his father he
returned to Western Australia in 1938, and following the outbreak of World War Il in 1939,
he joined the Australian Imperial Forces in which he spent six years. With the 2nd 28th
Battalion he served in a numbet of war zones which included the Middle East, New Guinea

and Borneo.

After receiving his discharge from the Army he moved to the Manjimup District and took up
a farm, Nelson Location 9066, at Yanmah with the assistance of a War Service loan,



In 1950 he married Ella Christina Ralston, daughter of a well known family which had settled
on a property to the west of Manjimup prior to World War I (1914-18). They went on to
raise a family of two boys and two girls - Eileen, whose married name is Harmer; Vivian,
who married Irene King: Brian, whose wife was, prior to her marriage, Noelene Ross; and
colleen, married to Dave Finch.

Developing a farm in the timber country of the south west is a prolonged and costly business
because of clearing, and Jim found that he had to work off the farm to ensure an income. He
worked the property in the evenings and during the weekends. It was an arduous existence
but he was an active and industrious individual, and recognised as such when he joined the
Forests Department.

His performance throughout the Easter Block fire revealed qualities which belied his normal
unassuming manner. From the moment the six men trapped by the fire realised their
desperate position, he responded in a positive and determined manner. He unhesitantly
assessed, and decided what he thought offered the best avenue of escaping the flames and
followed it unswervingly thought the most life-threatening of conditions. The effort he made
was a wonder of endurance, and his tenacity resulted in saving not only his own life, but that
of Kevin Barrett as well.

The factors which probably contributed to his achievements included his army background,
which developed the self discipline and control which he showed during the extended crisis
period. Also, being neither a smoker nor drinker, and highly active in his daily work he was
in prime physical condition which resulted in his great stamina. There was, {00, his inherent
strong will to survive.

Jim retired from the Department of Conservation and Land Management in 1985, after which
he and his wife moved to the Perth suburb of Bayswater. The farm, though is still retained in
the family.

He is reticent about talking of the Easter Block fire, but he still retains the fire-holed singlet
he was wearing on January 2nd 1958. When asked by journalists at the Nannup Shire
Presentation in January 1997 for comment on his experience of the fire he replied:

“I’ve never commented on that to the press. You'll find all about it in the Battye Library”
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end unexpected change of weather conditicns oc¢curred whi ]

= without warning, eaused the tire to c.hange its direction cll :
race down upon those who were attempting to eontrol 1t. Faced

w:l.th this unexpeoted danger some men vers able to escape, but
L of theis eompaniona trapped An dense gemyd wore Overvholmed
and perisheds 'Ihese Y} men were.-

a'olm Freneds. Wiltahire-Bu‘El‘:r \
11xizer

Ro.'bert Johriaton

George Henry Helorksil

When the. newéof this disaster becane kngwm t&oughout
the Forests Departsent, ther-a wHus a wave of horror and sympathy
spreed tbrough all rankse f‘rom top to botton, both for those who
™ had reriched and for the farillies lert behind. - i
Throughout the long history of fire control 1n the
Western Auotralien Forests Departient no such tragedy had
ever occurred before, Through mahy long years of forest
fire control nopt officers and men had experienced gt one
tize or enother moments when they stood in dire perdl of
injury to 1ire end 1imb i’rom the fire demen, and quite g {
Pew had known what :lt was to ba 'brushed by the wings of the
Angel of Death, but to escape. T

T

the nen of the ryice; including those now holdin,g even
the very highest posit:lona, who had cxperlénced OVeYr many
Years fatigue, hmnger, thirst snd neny other diecomforts in
" long hours at the fire frent felt in, thetr oppmings
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men like éurselves although unimowt to meny of ue by neme !

¢r in perscn, but bound together with thad common spirdit -

of service mnd devotion which actuates forestry men e:vemhere.
Imnedigzntely a committes was formed to raise a fund

to mgke adeqmte provision for their dependentss To thie

fund & genei'ms response was Made, ho“t only by men of the

Porests Department and the Tim'her Induatry, but by 81l sectiong

of the pidblia, end finally the fund reached a total of - - |

£8 600. . » This fmd 15 admmstemd by trusteea '

eoriposed of mpz\eﬂ@tatives of the Foreats Departmenty A.TLUs,

Legacy, Apex, end tho Netherlawds Consulate, who havwe ‘been.

unt:lring in their efforts to Btra:lghten out the affairs of

the Various families, and to shom the pumc oo their

gratitude, bécause 1t haw been 1o 1ight task for them,
Portunately in the modem_ wélfare atate, the more -

serious ecma consequetices of the loss of a bresdwinner

heve been largely reducedy but ths:-e BY111 remaing the pez-smal

losgt of hubband snd father, tmich eannot be altigated or

conpensated fors .

b A1l industrics have ther oun particular hazarda

which, however much we, try do not appear to be amenadle to

“complete elimination. In the factorys in the sesmilly on

the farm, in the bush = in fact ight back to the days hen
man lived by hunting, the gaining of a l1iving has never been
divorc¢ed entirely from sone dongers .

The control of fire ic the basic Job of the men in the
forest serviess Without fire control, forestry camtot be
suceessfully practiseds. ¥itheut the nesd fir fire control,
the Forésts Department woald provide employment for far fewer

ncie . B -
Here around Narnup we ave uot only protecting and

developing natural forest wealth, but- establishing extensive
new plentation foreots which even in the day of the present

generation w111 bring large employment end much weslth and
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expansion into this dlstricts But it will all be in vain if.
we do not control the fire nenaces This nust f:no_t ba regarded

1277

nersly as the job of the Porests Department, but ae a community -

responefuility for commmity good - for the future employment
of your young people, and the development of better 1iving

and amenit:les in your district. whieh w111 cane as your toﬂn

and district exkanda with foreetry expansion. In 'bime to come '

Nm\mxp Dietrict 9111 be one of the hrf:; timber producing.
Livo N ;zb—r{,c)“ Mﬁ%

:

areas in the Stat e, f m
In erectin.g this snall morument in memory of those
w.ho perished by fire 1ast year, the Fnresti De:partment hopes
that it will serve as a continual reninder of the ecrious
consequences of fire to both lifa and property. and a ran!nder
" of the need for ¢ars to prevent ﬂrea starﬁns, for reSoluum
and viuingnesa to au;ppresa thoze that start aa qu1¢k1y ag
poceible, and of the responsibllity of all tmrds othex‘s
who may ser:l.cma loos by careleesness ur .h-responaibility
4n the use of fire. ¢
Ve have beén relatively free from bush fire tragedics
in Western Australia generally, but we resd almost every year

of 1ives lost in bugh fires in othex States, end the dan.ger is

ey 1 nek o e log st gt

To tha *’amil:lea of these nan whem we here cconencrate
today we extend our mpathn Semeone hag aritten! ‘Peaeg
hath her victories no 1ces rencuned than war'y and herols,

quiet and ms;aeetacular, ocours in humen affuirs every days '

It is & vign of t.he dumges tak!.ns place in the
Australlan mtion that one of those nen, Hiuiger. vas g
Hew—tustralian from Eouand Playing his part 111 ploncering the
comtry alongside John Franols Wiltshi.rehButler, who ha:lied
from Englend, and sustrelian-born Robert Johnston and Gsorge
McCorkill, We sa_luﬁe then all, and honour thely memory, as
true soldiers of peacetimes 7 : '

i
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I thank you all for ym.rr attendonce here at this
ceremony - & p:leaaing mark of respedt i‘or those men, and
a demonstraticm of a;rm;pathy to those or their re:lativcs

who are uith ug toaay,

ah/u/69,
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CONFIDENTIAL,

UNDER SECRETARY: ’ ?

: Further to the Cabinet minute hereunder, the
subjeet of the protective measures taken by the Forests
Department in regard to the fire at Willow Springs was
discussed with Mr. Golding of the A.W.U. some weeks ago.

(17/7/58).

During conversation, ¥r. Golding indicated
that he had no particular viewpoint on the necegsity for
including additional protective measures in any State Emergency
plans to be prepared. Mr. Golding felt that the existing
Bush Fires Protection and the Forests Department Fire Fighting
Organisation were satisfactory, but, in the case of the Nannup
fires, were too slow in operation.

It was said that he, Mr. Golding, had asked
jfor a further eonference with the Forests Department without
fsucecess but that his reguest for such a conference had been
‘renewed recently and a reply was swalted.

I asked whether there were any particular
matters he would care to discuss with me or whether he would
care to think over any matters to be considered in association
with eurrent planning activities as related to State Emergency
Service. Mr, Golding indicated that he had nothing in

v particular in mind at that time but that he would again
consider the various aspects.

I invited him to eall at this office at any
time for discussions should he consider it necessary. To
date however, nc further action has ensued,

. During the whole of the conversation it was
apparent that Mr. Golding considered the existing regulations
were satisfactory but that his eriticisms were directed to
their administration.

Subsequently, I discussed with the Conservator
;of Forests Mr. Golding's request {para. 3 above). Mr. Harris
stated that this is not in accordance with fact and that he
1s unaware of any request of this nature having been rejected
!by his Department.

' My personal impression is that it is unlikely
that the A.W.U. will seek to press this matter further.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

30th September, 1958. OF GIVII, DEFENGE.




CABINET agrees that the Deputy Director of
Civil Defence (Mpr, Lonnie§ should, in the course of his Civil
Defence and eivil cmergency planning, examine the protection
neasures taken by the Forestry Department, particularly in the
cases of the fires at Willow Springs and Mayanup, the examinat-
ion to include bush fire aganisation in the agrfcultural areas,

A

'ﬁhEMIEh.
10/6/1958.
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Forwarded for your information. The £1le hes

been passed to Mr. Lonnie.

UNDER SEGRETARY,

‘‘‘‘‘



THE HON. THE PREMIER (IN CABINET):

The A.W.U. seeks an enquiry by an indeﬁendent
investigator into the Willow Springs bush fire tragedy.

I have already made submissions to you indiceating
that from my study of the papers no further sction is

necessary.

It might be added that earlier this year Mr.
Stotter, Magistrate of Bunbury, addressed a minute to the
Under Secretary for Law in the following termsi-—

"In view of the extensive enquiry by Departmental
officers end the Police, no good purpose would be
served by holding an inquest.ﬂ

All of the statements made by witnesses and people

associated with the fire were read by Mr. Stotter,

. I recommend that no further action be taken in
- this matter. -

3/6/58 HIN \JSTER FOR FORESTS.

LM A
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THE HON. THE MINISTER FQR FORESTS:

Bush Fire Tragedyy
v a

Comments on-the seven points raised in the letter dated

lst May, 1558, are offered as under seriatim - 4
1. Failure in issuing a warning order for etandby gang after
the investigating unit had been dispatched,

When this smoke was first reported it was within an area
which had been surrounded by an 0ld controlled burn. As the burn-
ing was finished about the hith December and there had been two
smokes onily sighted since that date, (one on 11th and one on 12th
December - both of which proved on investipgation to be false
alarma) it was quite a reasonable assunption on the part of the
Officer-in-GCharge that investigation only was warranted, and that
probably no further action would be required, On the two previous
occasions when smokes were sighted both had been caused apparently
from some tree or log which had been alight within the burned area
and when investigated was found to be surrounded by burnt ground
and requiring no attention. But Por the fact that the Department
had allowed the Barlee overseer, on compassdonate grounds, to go
to Perth with an employee whose daughter was seriously i1l in
Princess Margaret Hoepital, it is probable that the Barlee gang
(instead of a two-man investigating unit) would have made an early
attack while the fire was small end contained it that afternoon.
it wae this overseer who had carricd out the controlled burning
and knew the area more intimately, This"charge" 1s drawn fron
Yp. Stewart's' summary (p.67, itém 3) where he mentions approx-
imately 1 hour's delay resulting, Put actually this had no uvltimate
bearing on the tragedy, as the fire virtually went out that night,
and had to be left in the darkness.

2 Failure to provide or make adequate arrancements for
N rationg.

Normal arrangements were made as far as rations were
concerned. It ig the standard practice when men are plcked up
from their homes outside normal working hours to require them to
take Food for at least one meal while many officers make a
rractice of instructing that a “double crib" be teken. Ample
time was given the men to get some food together before the
gang departed., That night the Assistent Forester was smazed to
find that one or two men had failed to bring sufficlent food;
others had more than enough, and 1t was shared around. Assistent
Forester Talbot supplied some from his own crib and stated that
he had plenty more, and no man went short., Emergeney rations
are normally supplied if the men are sent straight from their
work to a fire without a chance of picking up food supplies from
home or if they are kept at a fire for additional meal times.

3. Failure to organise a ful) seale dawn attack after the
Assistent Yorester, J. Talbot, had reported %o District

Officer Morison, at 7 p.n. on the 1st January from

Dickson Tower when he informed Morison that he would

reouive additionsal men and equipment to surround the fire.

This "chaerge" is also drawn from Mr. Stewart's summary
(pe 67, item 4), where he also explains the probable reasons
which prompted decisions made. On receipt of word from Assistant
Forester Talbot on the evening of the 1si January that additional
men would be required to surround the fire, the Ofricer-in-Charge,
Nannup, arranged for another gang to be on the gpot for a dawn
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attack. They actually arrived shortly after midnight and
bedded down t111 dawn. As the weather forecast given on the
afternoon of the lst for the ensuing day did not indicate any
appreciable change in conditions from that experienced on the
1st, and as the fire was still small in area, the two gangs
were deemed adequate to surround the fire before it agaln became
active. Tt should also be remembered that the 1st January was a
Public Holiday and only a skeleton staff was on duty. Aleso as
mentioned under para.(1) Overseer Gale who resided at Barlee
only four miles from the outbreak had, with reluctance, been
permitted to take a Parlee employee to Perth on compassionate
grounds. Such absence would not normally have been permitted.

L. Fallure to start a burn back when requested by Assistant
oregter Taibot, to do so on the night of the 18t )
JBIIUEI‘E.

In discuselon with the Reglonal Superintendent, Assistant
Forester Talbot denied that he made a request to start a back
burn on the night of the 1st Januvary. He may have sufgested
it as an alternative to direct attack but apparently it was not
geriously considered. In any caso as his evidence shows, by

would have foiled to run in any distance, particularly in the
dense green serub towards the main Brook.

5. [The failure of the Department to relieve the Willow
. Springs Gang who had been at the fire front from
Approximately 5 p.m. on the ist January to the time
of the tragedy at aprroximately 2.30 b.i. on_the 2nd.
It has not been wnusual in the past for both officers
and gengs to be on the Job.for periocds well in excese of 24
hours before reller, although generally relief after a shorter
period is aimed at, Men are paid”fire “gervicet penalty rates
for the whole period spent at a fire, including mealtimes, rest
and sleeping periods. All genlor officers, ineluding myself,
have at times spent days at rires bedding down at the Pireline
the samo as the men, Although not relieved, the Willow Spring
gang had bedded down for some four hours on the previous night
and had again had a spell from about 9 a.m. when they withdrew
from the fire face to rest till about 12 noon when they were put
on raking prior to back burning, At that stage, the fresh gang
from Glenoran was placed on the section of fireline where it waa
expected that the main fire might first approach the fireline,
and the Willow Spring gang was placed on a section where an early

bresk-through was t‘.houglgjt1r less 1ikely. It was the unexpected
change in wind strength®shd

“ ¥locity completely contrary to
Weather Bareau forecast”which caused the break-through where the
Willow Spring gang was located.

6. Faijure of the Department to wilthdraw the men when the
rire got completely pht of control. . ] .
It 1s evident from the offilclally declared statenents
of all men concerned at the fire face that when the fire got
suddenly and completely out of control y withdrawal was the only
action possible., Unfortunately, the first break-through
suddenly split off . the Overseer, Agsistant Forester and two men
from the other six men who were further east, thus preventing
contact between the two groups. It is also evident from the
statements of the survivors that the men themselves realised
withdrawal wae essentlal and attempted to do 80, but nelther
they nor the offleers in charge were to Xnow that the escape
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route on the track leading to the north had been cut off by
ancther tongue of fire. It is fairly certain that had either
the overseer or officer not been cut off from this group, he
could have directed them out along Easter Road, but without
such leadership there was some confusion and delay in the men
getting away. Under the circumstances prevailing and in fact

at any major fire, men are so disposed around the perimeter of
a fire as to best 1limit its spread. It is cbviously impossible
Tor any officer to be In close contact with all men at all times.
Even within one gang, an overseer may have his men spread out
over a considerable distance and be in Immediate contact with
only one or two of them at any given time, Therefore of necesg-
ity, some reliance must be placed on the individwal man to act
in a commonsense way in an unforeseen emergency. Among those
present at the Nannup fire there is remarkable unanimity re-
garding the exceptional speed at which adverse and dangerous
conditions developed. . .

Te Failure of Department to -take precautions to prevent fire
spreading from advance burning which had been done back
in November of 1957, adjdcent to where the disastrous
fire oecurredy

A1l neormal precautions were taken in mopping up after
the controlled burning as is shown by the evidence of Overseer
J. F. Gale who completed this mopping up onthe 5th December.
Subsequent to that date 4s mentioned earlier, smokes were sighted
on two ocecasions but rapidly subsided. They may have been caused
by the fall of 0ld rotten trees which had still been burning, btut
surrcunded by burnt ground. The fact that no further smoke showed
until January lst ls evidence of a pretty satisfactory ¢lean~up.
In a normgl year the gang would have completed the burning cut of
this area which had been surrounded by a perimeter burn but because
of the extremely dry and hot conditions, a complete ban an burning
was proclaimed by the Bush Fires Board and no further lighting was
done by this Department after the clean-up on the 5th December.
I{ 18 absurd to suggest that any further precautions should have
been teken by this Department when there was no rire in evidence
between the 5th December and the 1st January. To attempt to
keep patrolling all old controlled burns for weeks after they
are made as safe as possible would be impracticable and ruinously
costly. Lookout towers and telephone and radio communicaticn are
progided to pick up the occasional cutbreak.

I am fairly well satisfied that the actual source of
the outbreak was an old rotten Karri tree which we found on the
edge of wet swampy land near the head of a gully. It had apparent-
ly been burning in an o6l1d punky section about 30' to L4O' above
ground and this had gradually smculdered away for three or four
weeks until the tree broke off at this point. The top half of
the tree continued to burn on the ground and fire evidently spread
from this point in scrub which was toc green and damp to burn in
the first week in December., This point was a half pile from the
nearest road. : -

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS.

N
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HON, MINISTER FOR FORESTS.

The attached letter from the Branch Secretary
of the Australian Workers' Union (W.A. Branch) seeks an enguiry
into the Willow Springs Bushfire Tragedy by an independent
investigator.

' Would you please eireularise Cabinet Ministers
regarding this matter, in order that it may be discussed at a
reasonably early meeting of Cabinet. .

LA RS

6th May, 1958, ‘-{.éEMAI‘ER.

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS:

: Will you please supply me as early as possible
with your comments on the points raised by Mr. Golding
in his Jletter to the Hon. Premier hereunder.

U EASYERREL . -

9/5/58

Wiy,



BRANCH SECRETARY: C. H. GOLDING MINING DIVISION SECRETARY: F. W. COLLARD 3,' Lvn

wﬂEI@’E‘EEAE,EAN WORKERS UNION

17.19 JAMES STREET, PERTH TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS
PHONES: B?2725 : BA 5765 UNION. PERTH

SECRETARY'S RESIDENCE

PHONE MW 496 CHG/NW
1st May, 1958,

Mr, ARLG. Hawke,
Hon, Premier,
Premiers Department,
Treasury Bupildings,

PERTH, o W. A+

Dear Sir,

Enquiry, Willow Syrines Bushfire Tragedy,

Further to my letter under date 6.2,58 relative to the above,
when a request was put forward for an enquiry into the tragic deaths of
Four Forestry workers which occurred on January 2nd last, I again respect-
fully request that after fully examining the Departmentel File on the fire that
the Government give earnest consideration to the holding of a non-departmental
anquiry at the earliest possihle date,

The Departmental file which consists of reporte of Forestry Officials
and statements, not affidavits, made by workers who were memhers of the gang
ergaged fighting the fire, warrants an independant enquiry inte the disaster.

The following submissions, the Union contends, warrants a full and
independant enquiry:-

1. Fajlure in issuing a warning order for 2 standby gang after, the
investigating unit had been dispatehed,

2, Failure to provide or make adequate arrangements for rations.

3. Failure to organise a full scale dawn sttack after the Assistant
Forester, J. Talbot had reported to District Officer, Morrison, at
7 pem, on the lst. Janwary from Dicksen Tower when he informed
" Morrison that he would require additional men and equipment to -
surround the fire, -

4. Failure to start a burn back when requested by Assistant Forester,
Talbot, to do so on the night of the Ist. Janvary,

5. The feilure of the Department to relieve the Willow Srrings Gang
who had been at the fire front from approximately 5 p.m. on the 1st,
January to the time of the fragedy at approximately 2.30 p.m, on the

Znd,
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MINING DIVISION SECRETARY: F. w, COLLARD ?»f
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AUSTRALIAR WORKERS © WE@PH
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when the fire got

6, Failure of the Department to withdraw the men
conpletsly out of control
Failure of Department totake precautions to prevent {ire spreading
i been done back in Hovember of 1957,

7 1
from advance burning which had
adjacent to where the disasfﬁ?ous fire occurred,
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FORESTS 1579/57

HON, MR. GRAHAM.

- I understand the A.W.U. is to make a request to
the Government for consideration by members of Cabinet for a
speclal independent inguiry to be made regarding the tragic
bushfire at Nannup earlier this year.

Until that request has been received and decided,
it would be advisable to delay a reply to the Preston Road Board.

‘ ,
30th April, 1958. fé’éﬁm.

UBORETHET



PREMIER's OFFICE
-PERTH

The Secretary,
Preston Road Board,
DONNYBROOK . W.h.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 20th January,
I have to advise that a very thorough enguiry into
the tragic bushfire at Nammup was carried out by Senior
officers of the Porests Department, and also by the
Police Department. All reports have been closely studied
by the Hon. Minister for Forests,and the Secretary of
the A.W.U. has had access to the reports and evidence.

The facts which have emerged from this show
that a public enquiry is not warranted and that the nen's
deaths were due to sheer misadventure under exceptional
conditions, and a sudden unexpected change of wind
direction. ‘

The protective burning policy of the Forests
Department is.considered to be adeguate, and in the
1ight of many years' experience, efficiently carried
out, and no useful purpose would be served by a costly
public enguiry. The Department's fire control organis-
ation is generally regarded throughout Australia as an
example for others to copy.’ '

Careful attention is paid by the PForests
Department when selecting New Australians to see that
they can speak and understand English. An investigation
of all New Austmlians employed by the Department was
undertaken at once on receipt of your letter, and it
was found that ppactically without exception, they spoke
and understood English quite well. Mr. Jan Hillinger,
the only New Australian in the gang, and who perished,
spoke English very well indeed. :

Yours faithfully,

PREMIER,

1y



THE HON, THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS:

Nannup Fire Tra gedy.

A draft of a suggested reply to the Preston
Road Board is forwarded herewith for your consideration.

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS.

15/4/58
ACH:EGV.
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TIE HON, PREMIER:

- Nowl Placed it rn ;gqq/s,?‘

This sub~file contains the principal relevant
reports on the Nanmup fire, there being an index at folio 20,
The complete file, 1579/57, is attached,

It is difficult for me to gain an absolutely clear
picture of the fire which resulted in the deaths of four
men, but I think it should be remembered, first orf all,
that there are more than 4,000,000 acres of State Forests
which have to be controlled and during the bregsent swmier
there was experienced one of the longest dry perieds on
record with a fire hazard high as a consequence,

: Furthermore, there can bBe no propér appreciation
of events at the time by &4 ealm study of the situation some
time later., ' S ' '

: I have same personal experience of fire fighting
in bush country and accordingly am aware of the difficulties
of ‘movement ewing to the state of the terrain and how g
. situation can change. completely almost in a matter of mimites,

' Therefore, having regard to the tall timber, with

. the fire overhead, the heavy nature of the undergrowth, the .
explogive conditions owing to the dry wather, together with
the sudden unexpected change of wind direetion, it will be
~realised that problems and difficulties were arising no
‘doubt in rapid succession. -

Génerally speaking it can be said that this fire
was tackled in similar manner as had been done on very many
occasions .previously and as was being dene at that very time
in many localities where there were outbreasks of fire,

- In other words, at any time in very many fires
there is always possibility of tragedy.

' It is perhaps fortunate, in addition to the skill
which has been employed, that loss of 1life has been aveided
~ prior to this case. : : '

, .~ The peint I am emphasising here ig that it appears
there was nothing unusual in connection with the incidents
pertaining to the fire and had the four unfortunate vietims
made their escape as did seme of their ¢colleagues and as
have other fire fighters on other occasions, nothing more
would have been said about this fire, ~ ,

3 It was perhaps only an error of judgment of direction
or timing, perhaps as short as a few minutes, in battling
against a rapidly moving fire that caused this fire to be

high lighted.,

You will note from the reports the faet that long
hours of service by fire fighters is inevitable and I hag
first hand knowledge of this in o ther localities when in
the Warren distriet recently, ' ‘ .

So far as rations are concerned, the usual arra ge-
ments were conformed with and I do not think there can be
any critieism, ,

Regarding the éllegations against the Forestry Officer

in eharge of operations, decisions are, as they must he. =

=N
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As has been énphasised, there was a sudden

unexpected change of direction of wind of considerable force ;
- Wwhich serieusly affected the situation, . :

) The resultant cutcome may have been even worsge had
~ back burning been undertaken earlier in the day, having

: ; Buggestions regarding the employment of New
Australiasns who are unable to understand the English lang-
uage or who have no knowledge of loeal conditions are comg~
Dletely without foundation, gs explained in the report,

.- Investigations into the fire'tragedy-were-made'by
Det., Sgt. Sullivane Statements or witnesses and the report
of the_Ieteetivé are being stud;ed by the Ggrone?,r. . Stotter,

: From my study of the bapers, togethef.with my ., 2
impressions of conditions during a raging bush fire ,u’ig View i3
that whilst there was g regrettable loss of life, the Pire i

iteelf and the attack upon it were yausual in no respeect b
~and therefore neo Turther aetion is neeessary, : 3

{
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CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS.

With reference tb the »nlans illustratihg the position
at the Nannup bush fire, attention is drawn to points as uader -

1. The relatively slow rate of spread over 2l hours from
the time the smoke was first spotted at 11.15 on the 1st January
until about 12 noon on the 2nd January. During this period the
spread from north to south was less than one mile and from east
to west about ¥ mile until the last hour when it fanned out to
nearly % mile. Even up till 2 p.m. the totsl spread of the fire
from north to south was little more than one mile. Between 2 Danl,
and 3 p.m. under conditions of high temperature, low humidity and

‘a very strong northwest wind, the fire travelled three miles or

more throwing ahead continuously. It was during this period of
course that it broke through at the south-east corner of the block
of country in whiech it had previously been confined,and overwhelmed

“the gang of men at that point. Prior to this the most likely point

of break-through appeared to be due south of the fire between
Reference Trees GX.51/1 and GX.51/2 and it was in this seobop that
the Forester had concentrated his gang of fresh men from Manjimup.

2 . After the Tirst break-through of the fire which split
the gang in two parts just west of the well, the six men west of
this point were without leadership and possibly only one, the
c¢lderly McCorkill would have an intimate knowledge of the country.
According to the evidénce of one survivor, he desired to strike.
out from the track in a south-south-easterly direction wiich would

have brought him out on to Tfirstly, a fireline and seccondly, Dickson .

Road itself, from which a getaway could have been made to the east,
Asst. For. Talbet mentioned that asbout a quarter-of-an-hour or so
after the first break-through, the low loader from Manjimup carrying
a bulldozer came through to him along Dickson Road travelling from
east to west, indicating that the road was still open although spots
of fire were lighting up continuously as the truck came through.
This confirms that the escape route along Dickson Road was still

‘open. There seems little doubt that valuable time was lost by the. |

men,. £irstly in retiring from the fireline to Haster Road and
secondly in deciding just where they would go when they found the
northern escape route was cut. off along Baster Road.

REGIONEAL S%UPER iTENDu
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THE HON, THE MINTISTER FOR FORESTS:

Preston Road Board - Request for Enguiry.

In connection with the letter of 20/1/58 from the
Preston Road Board addressed to the Premier, I would point
out that the Police immediately made careful enguiries
into the Nannup bushfire tragedy and took detailed state=-
ments from workers and staff assoclated with it. Copies of
these are on our file. It is understood that the District
Coroner, Mr. Stotter, did not consider that a Coronial

“.enquiry was warranted..

A careful Departmental enquiry was carried out by
Regional Superintendent D.W.R. Stewart and Fire Control
Superintendent A.J. Milesi. I have carefully studied their
reports and all the statements of witnesses, and cannot see
that there has been anything which could be elassed as
negligence or dereliction of duty. A sudden and unexpectedly
explosive development of the fire, caused by an unforeseen
end unforecast change in weather and wind conditions, resulted
in a dangerous situation developing quickly, apparently without
anyone -~ workers or staff - realising the peril, until it was
too late. Even then 2 men escaped safely. A large bushfire
is very much akin to a battle ~ the situation at times becomes
confused, commmications and transpert become disorganised,
minor strategic or tactical errors of omission or commission
can perhaps be pointed to in a later analysis of the situation,
made when more facts are available, and there 1s more time teo
correlate them without the stress of "battle" and fatigue to
cope with. I am satisfied that similar situations have arisen
from time to time over the past J0 years of Forests Department
fire control, without tragedy occurring.s In fact, it has long
been a tenet of faith in the Department that such a thing
should not be able to happen. Every possible lesson has been
drawn from this occurrence by our experts with a view to
promilgating them te other field staff., It must be remembered
that loss of life in bushfires is occurring anmially in all
States, and this is our first experience within the Forests
Department of such a happening here,

Regarding the camplaint about our New Australians being
unable to speak English and having little or no knowledge of
Australian conditions, fram enquiries I learn that the Road
Board member who made the remark was basing it on a 1oca1
railway gang where such was said to be the case.

However, the Forests Department has always been very
careful on this score _when recruiting men. I ordered an
immediate census when the remark was published, and this re-
vealed that our New Australian workers all understood English
quite well, and with only 1 or 2 exceptions they also spoke
it quite well. Detalls of every New Australian's capacity
in this directlion are available for your perusal on our file.

In fact, the Dutchman, Jan Hillinger, who lost his
life and was the only New Australian in the gang, probably
spoke the best English of anyone in the gang, and his wife
and children speak fluent English also. The criticism of
the Preston Road Board is wlthout real foundation in this

regard.
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The obvious reason for the Pireston Road Board outburst
was to excuse itself fram making a contribution to the Bushfire
Appesl Fund. Having been a Road Board member for vesrs I know
the instinctive reaction on such charitsble appeals which come
in & never ending stream every year.

The attitude to this appeal would be stronger in a
Southwest Road Board where antagonism to the Forests Depart-
ment appears to be a permanent characteristie of some Road
Board members, usually farmers. They all want the forest
cleared out and turned into more farms, and lose no opportunity
to attack the Forests Department. '

Regarding protective burning, the Forests Department
annually burns in rotation approximately 400,000 agcres of
forest country, paying special attention to areas where hazards
are high or fire outbreaks are freqguent.

Year sfter year our published annual report shows that
farmers burning heads the list of fire causes, regularly

. causing 20% to 30% of all fires attended by our gangs. The

safest place to have a Southwest farm is in State Forest
where we are constantly saving farmers from their own care-
lessness, Tolly or defiance of the BushfiresAect.

When the large arcassof foresi are considered the State
Forest country burnt by bushfires as such is very small indeed.

-Reference to the Rural Fires Board would elicit the information

that our fire control work is very highly regarded, and I can
see no necessity for a public inguiry into our burning poliecy.
We do not burn out other people or we would be regularly re-
ceiving cleims for compensation -~ something which you would
be aware very rarely happens, and in fact, I know of no case
in the past 5 fire seasons. : -

The policy of the Forests Department on fire control
and controlied burning is set out frequently in annual reports.
I have never heard of any responsible person querying it, and
on the contrary I have received commendation from Southwest
identities for having re-~introduced widespread controlled
burning in 1953, after the rather disastrous period of attempted
canplete cessation from the use of controlled fire during the
1942~1953 period when many disastrous fires occurred. On my
appointment in 1953, the Department returned to the controlled
bubning policy of the 1922-13942 period of Mr, Kessell's regime.

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS.
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THE HON, THE MINISTER FOR FQORESTS:

Nannup Fire,

The condensed account herewith of the Nannup fire
prepared by Mr. Stewart will give you an over=-all concise
picture, It is prepared from far more detailed reports,
depositions, and analyses of the events of the fire, which
are availgble for your inspection, if desired.

Apart from the unusual tragic agperts, the fire
story is fairly representative of many other fires occurring

over the years.

LI AL Gt
e

. We work with relatively small foreces of men and
equipment over very extensive forest areas, cearrying tremendous
volumes of inflammable materials. Conditions are made more
difficult by dense scerub, tall trees which can carry fire up
100 to 200 ft. into the air, and by difficulties of access

away fran our widely spaced roads. :

(s

There is always the need to realise that menpower
reserves cannot be drawn upon too greatly from other districts,
leaving them vulnerable,.

Our whole system 1s of necessity based on long
experience of probabilities of fire trouble in varicus localities.

On bad days it is often necessary to rely mainly on
night operations, as a fire once it becomes large cannot be
effectively tackled by day, during which time forces are
marshalled for night attack, and small crews make preparations
for backiiring at night,or dog the flanks of the fire, where
attack by day is easier or more likely to succeed in delaying

its spreade.

e .
<o
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THE_HON. THE MINISTER IFOR FORESTS:

Notes forwerded by the Premier from the A.W.U.
concerning allegatlions about the conduct of
the fire at Esster Block, Nannup.

At my request Reglonal Superintendent Stewart has
Bupplled the followlng comients on matters referred to in
the rough notes received, and certain comments of my own
are interpolated as shown. :

1., RATIONS FOR FIRE FIGHTERS.

Mr, Sthwart's comment -

"It 15 customary when a gang 15 sent to a fire such
as this that they take thelr own rations for at least ene and
frequently two meals. Seme officers always specify s "deouble
crid" when arranging for the departure of a gang for fire
fighting.  In this case, Assistant Porester Talbot gave the
men time %0 .get ratlons together after notifying them that
they would be wanted on the afterncon of 1st January. When
out at the fire Assistant Forestor Talbot feund that scre men
had taken adequate rations, some a 1i1ttle and one man (possibly
more than one) took none at mll. However, Talbot informed me
that he and sme of the other men had a surplus; and gave them
to men"who were short, and that none went short of rations that

Conservator's comment: -

Thias would be in asccordance with normal practice in
seénding men to- fires. It has been fournd fram long experlence
that rations from men's homes are far more palatableé to them
hfin iron ratlons, such as tinned meats, bread, butter and
blacults supplled by the Department. Experience shows that
men often lack appetite for food after fire fighting and need
something more palatable to tempt them,for which purpose home
packed food 1s far the best.

Food'was obtained on the morning of Jamuary 2nd from

‘their own hames through Assistant Forester Talbot, and I am

satisfled that at no time were the men in the Willow Spring
gang without reasonablq adequate food, having regard to all
the cirgumstances which pertain to fire fighting.. It appears

"that at least one man did not adequately supply himself in the

first place as instructed, and this m&y have been due to in-
experience of fire, : . .
2. PERIOD OF WORK.

"The men arrived at the fire face about 5 p.m. on the
1st. About 8 p.m. they withdrew to the rcad, belled the billy
and had a meal. They resumed work abeut 9 p.m. but as the fire
had ¢eased running and the fire face was difficult to locate
by midnight, they withdrew to the rcad and bedded down until
the first 1ight. Assistant Forester Talbot advises “they had
aveup of tea and some had a bite at midnight and another cup
of tea at dawn before returning to the fire face, This would

be bétween 4t and 4.30 a.m. on the 2nd Jamuary. About 9 a,.m.
they withdrew agaln to the road and awgited Aassistant Forester




2.

Talbot who had gone to Willow Spring about B.%*0 a.m. for
rations after notifylng the families at Willow Spring in
advance by 'phone, Assistant Forester Talbot returncd
about 10,45 a.m. and the men had a meal Torthwith. They
. moved away about 11.30 a.m., went South down Easter Road,

£illed water bage at the brook and were redisposed on the
Job of fireline raking about 12 noon on the 2nd until the
fire broke through about 2.20 op 2,30 p.m,"

Conservator's soment -

It mst be remembered on the lst Jamuary the men
were at home all day and not working until they were called
out late in the afternoon and started on the fireline at 5 p.m.
They worked for 3 hours, then had an hour's break, a meal,
and then worked sgaln for 3 hours when they had another mesl,
and then bedded down to rest for about 4 hours, Before resuming
they hed more refreshments, then worked for a pveriod of L} hours
in the early morning, Then from 9 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. they were
resting and during this period received their rations from home.
They started again on the fireline at 12 noon and were over-
whelmed by the fire at sbout 2,30 p.m,

These spells of work and the general conditions of
operations would be normal at fairly serious Pires of this type,
and eould not be said to impose undue fatigue. It must be
remembered that throughout the whole period, inoluding rest
time and time taken for meals, these men were being paild at
overtime rates., Other gange and heavy equipment were being
organised and got to the fire, and in normal eircumstances
they would have been relieved later that afternoon had they
not been overwhelmed by the fire., With limited manpower and
under the trying conditlons prevailing it was probably not
posalble to arrange for an early relesmse and reserves were
even then belng drawn from neighbouring divisions who also
‘had their owm fire cantrol problems.

It has been the experience of mamy.officers of thia
Department right up to and ‘Including myself of having spent
stretches of two ar three days at a time at such fires with
far less food, rest or sleep and with Just as mich physical
effort getting around the fire on foot and directing operations,
s0 that fatigue factors are wellknown to the gtaff and are
never lost sight of,

3. RELIEF GANGS.

. b}
Mr, Sitewart's comment -

"About 7 p.m. on the evening of the lst January,
Asgistant Forester Talbot reported that the fipe was in dirty
country and he would need further assistance. Arrangements
were mede that night for the Barlee Brook gang of six men to
reinforce the Willow Spring gang at first light the next
morning, (Actually the Barlee gang came out two hours earlier
than necessary and bedded down until the first light). Assistant
Forester Talbot was also Informed at 7 pem. that i1f he could
contact Barlee settlement (a few miles away) they could
probably. eatisfy ration requirements if NECesSsary.

At 8,15 on the morning of the 2nd. Assistant Forester
Talbot advised by 'phone that his men had been unable to
completely surround the fire and further support would be
NECEESAry .

Meanwhile, & more senior officer, District Forester
Pears had himself left for the fire and Manjimmp was alerted
to have at least one gang and a bulldozer semt out. On
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receipt of District Forester Pears' report by 'phone following
his guick appreciation of the position, Mangimmp was asked to
despatech both the gang and the bulldozer. The Glenoran gang
arrived at approximately 1200 hours, and the bulldozer at
approximately 2.30 p.m. just after the break through of the
fire. Once the break through had oéecurred between 2 and 2.30
p.n. there was 11ttle or nothing that could be done until
conditions eased in the evening, hence the two gangs from
Nannup were not sen out until about 6 p.m. Arrangements were
also made for a furthsr gang from Yammah in ths ManJimp
Division and for a second bulldezer,"

Conservator's coment —

1 thinkihié adéqﬁately answers the suggestion that
no help was receivedbut the magnitude of the fire made it
impossible to completely relieve men from any speécial sector,

I see nothing abnormal in the dispositions of force
which were made for attacking this fire on Jamiary 2nd., When
the fire broke through at about 2.30 p.m. it was obvious that
nothing more could be done on th# front wntil the cool of
the evening arrived and arrangements were made for a concentrated
attack during the night, which proved completely successful,

i+ POSSIBLYE BURNING OF BRWAK FROM FASTER ROAD.

‘Mr. Stewapt's comment —

"This was aNpossible aliernative suggested by Assistant
Forester Talbot to Nannuh when he rang at 8,15 a.m. on the 2nd.
This was a matter of tactics under the weather conditions pre-~
vaillng. Any additional lighting would have been undesireble
if there was a chance of containiig the original fire, and the
position cocald only be judged on its merits by the officer
directly in charge of operations. As Distriet Fopester Pears
was going straight out it was a matter for his decision and with
the forecast as given, 1t was expected that this work could be
done in the late afterncon and evening, The disposition of the
gang was therefore mede by himself and Assistant Forester Talbot
with this in sight. Mowever, the weather change came in 12 to
24 hours earlier than the Weathsr Buresun anticipated with the
result that the wind veered to the Northwest and West with gale
foree causing the fire to develop with tremendous mpldity con-
trary to the conditions as forecast. Had an attempt been made
to burn back from Easter Road during the morning of the 2nd,

1t may or may not have improved the position. In the light of
subsequent weather developments, it is almost certain that
before the back fire had penetrated any distance, the maln fire
would still have come through at tremendous pace and thrown well
shead once the high Northwest wind developed. From wmy knowledge
of the country and experience of fires therein, I feel fairly
certain that a complete breakaway would have oceurred., Whether
or not there would have been any fatalities would of course have
depended on the disposition of the various individuals at the
time of breakaway."

Conserwtor's coment -

: It is very easy to, suggest improved tactics about

Nh hours later when the weathér and other facts are definitely
known, but it is not so easy to forecast nor.can officers
ignore the officlal forecasts of weather behaviour. Had they
ignored them and turned out wrong they could equally have been
accused making an exactly opposite error., The individual
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fire fighter on the fireline is rarely able to get an over-all
strategic picture of a large fire. '

District Forester Pears is an extremely conscientious
men of long and great experience, unlikely to be matched by
menbers of the gang or even Assistant Forester Talbot who is
a relatively junlor officer. '

The way things turned out, the suggested back fire
would not have sufficed to stop the fire which developed in
the crowns of the trees and overwhelmed the gange. It must be
remembered that at its height, when the fire suddenly exploded,
ash and pieces of charred bark were carried eed right up into
the air, and were reported to be dropping as far away as
Penberton, approximately 20 miles. Long experience has shown
that in dense high forest and under the conditions that
apparently prevailed on Jamiary 2nd, back firing in the daytime
is a very two-edged sword. In any case it was not the failure
totlmck fire which caused the tragedy, but the failure of men
and staff alike to realise that a suddenly explosive situation
was developing. Had this been realised, say even 5 minutes
earlier, everyone could have withdrawn safely. It can only
be assumed that the extremely dangerous situation developed
with unexpected suddenness.

TR

I need hardly say that this tragedy has been a
profound shock to all officers of the Department, and that
every possible lesson which can be drawn from the occurrence
will be passed on to all members of the Department and steps
taken with a view to obviating an occurrence.

In the Department's long history of fire righting
extending over [0 years there have been many narrow escapes
and officers are not unaware of the hazards involved in forest
fire fighting. These have been experienced by workers and .
staff alike right up to the very highest ranks of the Department.

VA Y/ N
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. Fire Deaths - Easter Block — Hannup Division.

4 telephone message from Nannup about 9,30 a.m. on
Friday the 3rd January, reported the death of four men trapped
by fire the previous day. Following a detailed enquiry with Pire
Control Superintendent Milesi, I have.to report as under. (Plans
attached).

1. On Wednesday the 1lst January, a fire was reported in
Easter Bleck at a point epproximately half mile south of G.¥W. 51/1.
Agsistant Forester Talbot took the overseer and 7 .men from “1110w
Spring abouf 3 p.m. and reached the fire face some 30 chains south
of* Hopkins Road about 5 Pellls

2 While the gang worked around’ the eastern face cf the
fire, A/F. Talbot reconnoitred the burning ares, repoited the -
position to Nannup about 7 p.m. by telephone from Dickson Tower,

" and said furthér a531stance would be required.

Se The gang worked. around the fire face until midnlght
except Tor m tea break of an hour or so between & and 9 p.m. By
this time the fire had died out except for odd patches, the face :
could not be followed and cut-off ‘salients would not burn. e

e At midnight A/F. Talbot withdrew uhe gang and they ’ j
hedded down on the road to renew the atteek at dawn, reinforced by
the Barlee gang (6 men} sent out in response to the reguest of the

previous eveninge

Ba At 8.15 a.m. on the 2nd Jenmuary, 4/7. Talbot reported
by ‘phone to Nannup that the two gangs had failed to surround the
fire, and that with the current forecast (severe epproaching danger—
cus) more men and equipment would be required. He was instrueted

to return to Willow Spring for food supplies Tor his men and inform-
ed that further reinforcements would be sent out.

6. Meanﬁhile, the fire was becoming quite mctive and
some time after 9 a.m. the gangswithdrew to the road and awaited
the return of A/F. Talbot at 10.45 a.m. when they again had a meal

T Following the 745 a.n. weather forecast and the
8.15 a.m. report from A/F. Talbot, District Forester Pears left
immedietely from Wannup to make an appreciation of the situation :
while further errangements were made for gangs, bulldozera and power |
pumpers from Nannup, Glencran and Jarrahwood. The fire was in an ;
area approximately 2 miles by 2 miles surrocunded by tracks from - i
whiech an advance burn had been carried out on the 2nd and 3rad i
December, - but barely %0% of the area had burned. A qu1qL reconn-— :
alssance by D/#or. Pears indicated weasknesses along the south and . ;
* east boundaries. The west and north boundaries had been well burn-
ed to a depth of helf to 1 mile. With g foreecnst of sast to north-
east winds with a late afternocon sea breeze {i.e« from the south-
west) 1t appeared that the fire would progress only very slowly :
- against the wind in the easterly direction, but-could possibly break f
out on the south boundary if the wind persisted from the northeast. |

a, ' D/For. Pears reported the p051tion to Wannup, and i

realising the impossibllity of surrounding the fire by day, withdrew !
both gangs down Easter Road to prepare firelines on the south
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boundary frem which to  back burn in the late afternoon when g
southwestern breeze was expected. Pollowing their merning meal,
the men were redisposed st 12 mnoon along a fireline at the south-—
east of this block. At this time a fresh gang had arrived from
“Glenoran and it was Placed a mile or so further west where it was
anticipated the fire might first resch the beundary of the block,

9. The tower log book indicates that from 11 aim. onwards
the wind was moving reund from northeast to north and northwest,
although as in the morning it was 8%till very light.- By about 1.45
D«M. 1t was apparent to D/For. Pears that the wind was settling in
the northwest and if it freshened, the fire would peach the sector
held by the Willow Spring gang. He thereford instructed Overseer
Rising with one man to clear the appreach and aceess to a waterhole
30 thet it wonld be readily available for £illing pumper units.

The heavy duty driver was sent back to bring his unit forward. Wind
strength now inecreased greatly and the fire appeared to be approdch-
ing rapidly with heavy smoke rising high. The fire still seemed to-
be from half to one mile distant, Realising that irf any back firing
were to be sueccessful it must be commenced immedlately, D/For. Pears
instructed the overseer to commence lighting back from the fireline
nerth and west of Easter Road and he went further west for the

Glenoran gang, :

10. ' From this point the deseriptions are somewhat confused
as events moved with amazing speed, following a great inerease in
wind strength from the northwest.

‘ The Willow Spring gang was spread out along the raked
fireline with Overseer Rising at the western end and McCorkilil at
the eastern extremity, perhaps 300 or LOG. yards away., Valentine
started lighting with Overseer Rising patrolling clesely, and as
he proceeded eastwards, further men in the gang were patrolling
the sections 1it. Lighting had been Proceeding for a bare 5§ to 10
minutes and the back Tire was moving in gquite freely when Valentine
noticed fires spotting up. behind him on unburnt country and he
called.-to the other men to deal with the "hop -overs". Several were
put sut, but as flying embers from the main fire were starting
fires with increasing frequency behind them, it was obvious that
oy further back firing was useless and one man ran back to tell
the overseer. However, he was cut off by flames both sides of the

- track and could not get through to Overseer Rising. He returned to
the men and the group immediately decided to get out by crossing the
four or five chain strip to Easter Road. .

: Valuable time was lost whén Butler returned to the
fireline to get MeCorkill not knowing that MeCorkill had already
retired to the road at a point further east. Cut off from the
overseer and two men to the west the apparent escape route was

" in the other direction along Baster Road where it turned north, but
‘it was found that this had also been cut off by an advancing tongue
of" fires With high wind roaring overhesd and numerous spots light-—
ing up to the southeast .a quick decision was necessary as to the
best way out. McCorkill wished to strike southeast and ‘had he done

J B0 he would have come out on Dickson Road within 10 or 15 chains
and probably got clear. However Valentine desired to cut across the
line of wind direction striking out 1o the northeast. He therefore
struck out followed by X. Barvett. Although’the.going through serub
was very heavy they succeeded in erossing a small karri gully some
15 chaing from the road, ascended high pround the othep side where
the scrub density decreased somewhat, and they were able to circle
back %o Dickson Road, The other four men struck out in an east

. southeasterly direction and were overwhelmed after going a bare 16
chainé. They had just crossed the hezd of a small gully where scrub-
growth was very heavy. o ’

11. : The remainder of.the gang ineluding the overseer and.
A/F. Talbot withdrew by Dickson Road to the west. Two of them,
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Talbot and Rising had to make their way through a short seetion of
a few yards where fire was burning both sides of the road after

the first breakthrough. They thought at that time, that the pest
of the men would be adle to withdraw northwards along Easter Road
and vere not unduly worried about them. They were not to know that
.this northern escape route had been cut off by another major tongue
of Tire,

1z2. The time of this extreme fire activity and breakthrough

cannot be fixed aecurately, but was sometime between 2,20 and 2,40
D.m. About 3 p.m. A/F. Talbot sent Rising around the fire to the
wost and north then south down Easter Road to seek the cut off gang.
They travelled south on Easter Road almoast as far as Easter Brook
where the fire was raging across the roed on both sides of the
brook, but shouts failed to locate the misaing men. Meanwhile

4/F. Talbot went southwest along Easter Road, southeast along
Iffley Road, northeast along Coronation Road with the object of
looking for the men on the eastern section of Diekson Road.

However he found that the head fire was burning clese to Coronation
Road more than two miles ahead of the breakthrough point, and fear-
ing he would be cut off if he went further he. returned to the new
base near the junction of Sands and Diekson Roads.

13. About 5.50 pem. the main group was jolned by two of
the missing men, i.e, Valentine - and: Barrett, It appears that arter
breaking out ahead of the fire they had circled back to Dickson
Road, walked eastwards to its junction with Coronation Road and
then sometime later after the heat of the Tire had passed, they
walked back along Dickson Road scme Nt miles to tha new base. . These
two men feared the worst, i.e. that thelr mates hag been caught in
the fire, although it was felt by others that they had probably
egcaped in another direction and would turn up on some other road,

4. . After 6,30 pem., A/F. Talbot and the Willow Spring
men feturned to Baster Road to resume the search for the four miss—
ing men. They eventually found their abandoned rakes near the
road, but it was then teo dark to proceed with further searching
and they returned to base at 8 Pelle

15. During the night no organised seareh wasg deemed poss—
ible as D/For. Pears consldered the risk of losing men in the dark
was too greats Hia whole atiention was then concentrated on the
strategy and tactica to contain the fire by burning from exigting
roads during the night while conditions were milds In the course
of "this work, &£/F. Talbot penetrated a number of rozds such as
Eastwin and Jubilee in the hopes of picking up footprints of the
missing men in patches of soft soil or sand wherever such areas
appeared on sections of these roads. The resnits were negative.

By dawn the Willow Syring men had been out for one
day and two nights and were relieved at 7 a.m. by a Jarrahwood gang.
Howéver they did not wish to return until their missing mates were
located, A/For. Talbot resumed the search with Porest Guard Vinee,
commencing from the spot where the rakes were found, and within
half-an-hour he found the bodies of the migsing men. At 9.30 a.m.

. he reported by 'phone to Nannup -that the bodies had been found and
~requested that arrangements be made to inform the setitlement before
the return of the men.

Arrangements for search parties from Nannup wera
rcancelled. .. . ]
‘ ' During the next three days of engquiry, close contact
wags maintnined with the loecal police and visiting Detective Sergeant
Sullivan who visited the scene of the tragedy. in the company of the
men concerned and took detailed statements from these men. Copies

of thesd appear on the file,

1 3/2/58,

DARS/PS. _ - . REGTONAL SUPERINTENDENT. [
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PREMIER’S DEPARTMENT
PerTH

11th Febrﬁary, 1958,
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‘HON. MINISTER FOR FORESTS,

. The attachéd letbter from the Branch Sscretary,
W.A, Branch, Australian Workera' Union (Mr,. Golding) is forwarded B
for your considerationy - As you will see from the letter, .

Mr, Gelding on behalf of his Union has reguested that an eaflj

and full enguiry be carried out in eonnection with the tragic i
fire which eccurred at Willow Springs and in which four forestry ¢
. . N £
: . o

- employees lost their lives,

. T understend that representatives of the A.W.U.
would be anxious to gilve evidence before ‘the. suggested enquiry,

_ o You have already, I understand, given some
consideration to the suggestion for an enguiry follewing the
Torwarding by me to you of other correspondence, one of the
letters being from the Nanmup Road Board,

C T 1 Taness

PERTH w.a o '




BRANCH SECRETARY: C. H. GOLDING MINING DIVISION SECRETARY: F, w. COI_LARD‘% l '-
: —_—
.

AUSTRALIAN WORKERS®

e Westralian Branch =rmsss m—

SECRETARY'S RESIDENCE CHG /1 17.19 JAMES STREET, PERTH TELEGRAPHIG ADDRESS
PHONE MW 496 1 / . PHONES: B 2725 : BA 5_765 UNION. PERTH

6th February, 1958,

Mr, AR.G. Havke, (;
Hon, Premier, '

Premiers Department,

Treasury Buildings,

PERTH.. W, A, /

. - Forestry Departmenﬁ
yesterday that there was to be no enqulry (Coronial or- otherwlse) in connection
with the recent Willow Syrings fire dlsaster.

_ Mr. Stewart lnformed me that the Police Officer in charge at Fannup
and a Folice Sergéant from Perth,together with Forestry Department Officials,
made an inspection of the area the day following the tragic fire and they were
satlsfled that there wad no necessity for any furthér enquiries, '

The A.W.U, cannot accept this decision of the Police and the Forestry
Officials, particularly in view of a report handed to you by me which made -
specific allepgations of negligence on the part of the Department,

Having regard to the result of the enquiries made by the late Mr,
Jack Walsh who visited the area the week following the fire, I respectfully request
that the Government call for an early and full enquiry concerning the traglc fire,

LU W A s bttt el

"BRANCH SRORETARY U,
W.A. BRANGH.




TOR_FORESTS .

HON, MINTSTER

The attached letter from the Presion Road Board,

regarding the recent tragic bush fire in the forestry area at
.5 forwarded for your consideration and report, please,

S
1L

Nannmin,

30th January, 1958.

.,
SN




PRESTON ROAD BOARD %

(HEALTH, VERMIN AND CEMETERY BOARD)

*

PHONE 16 - P.O. BOX 11
BOARD MEETINGS:

THIRD J2HHIBIFACH MONTH. 7
Please a$M¥§Q%niCati0ns t( gzaﬂgyéwg
WA,

lo the Secretary.

ha January
- TR AN L7 N T Ry ALK

Hon, A S RT G Hawk, M. L. A, ’
Premier, ' :
Premiers Department.
PERTH . : o

Dear 8ir,

At the last meeting of my Board I was instructed
to request that a Public enquiry be held inte the causes.
of the recent tragic bush fire at Nannup, which resulted
in the loss of the lives of four forestry men,

g It was also decided to inelude in the enquiry
the Forestry Department?!s poliecy regarding protective
burning and the employment of New Australians who apart’
from being unable to speak English,have little or no
knowledge of Australian conditions,

Trusting you will give this matter your urgent
attention, -

Yours faithfully,

H=H

R
MR

=,'Y_
8
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HON, MINISTER FOR FORESTS,

) The attached notes were handed to me recently
by the General Secretary of the A.W.U, (Mr, Golding).

‘ He prepared the notes from some which he
discovered in the clothing of the late Jack Walsh immediately
Tolleowing the death by motor aceident of Mr. Walsh when he
was returning from Nannup to Perthe

The first part of the statement appears én the

| surface to be very serious and T would desire you to have the
- matter thoreughly investigated,

I would also like to have a report from ydu
as early as practicsble regarding the second part of the
statemento , :
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< WILLOW SPRINGS. | ‘ o
t.Df 5-‘—%‘5&}1 f 2 Wwrs )
Fire at Easter Block, 20 from Willow Springs, Rast of ﬁBxQQ‘FSbier,
s O, Pears in charge, J, Talbot assisting F.0.

W, Rising, J, Valentine, J, McCrone, R, Thomas, K, Barrett, J. Talhot Jnr.
Decegséd J, Hilliger., J.F.W. Butler, R. Johnsen, G. Mchrkhill;

Jan, 2nd . Jan 1lst, 3 p.m. to Jan 3rd 7 a.m, Jan 2nd about 2.30 pom,

No Rations from Department, First rations on Job 10,45 a.m. on 2nd suppllb
r—l“‘l"“‘*""""" B e ] . l

by own families,

Men were fatigued and should have heen relieved early on morning of second,

Only breaks ware 1 hour at 8 p.m. on 1st. and break of 3 hours hetween' :

10, 30 &.m. to 11, 30 a.m. on 2nd

Plenty of rellef_avallable from Fannup and other centres but recéived none,.

until 6 p.m. on 2nd. Messini's Gang from Nannup.

s

Had break off fire been burnt from Easter Road in mornlng of 2nd which was”

requested by J. Talbot and refused by Officer in charge. At Nannup it is

the opinion of all men in gang this tragedy would not have happened, . - 1. _ %

FEnE ?? ' ) o
. I

N W. Riging, -All finanecial,

A11. matters communicats with W, Rising.

Nothing-bging dene about matters brought up some time ago.
Fentes vant repairing, drainage still bad, drainage under house, vash house

water not drained awsy. Roofs still leaking, several ? houses without

: “iﬁdows,‘some floors require repaifing. Nothing yet done aboutrsahitary.

Several holes in walls, Stove at W, Rising's place requires bricking in,

Front seps repairs.
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MR. 5Tﬁ%ART.

RE FURNITURE AND EFFECTS OF MRS. BUTLER, -
WIDOW OF LATE EMPLOYEE OF WILLOW SPRINGS, -

A Mr. Litton rang at 9.15, on 20th January, on behalf
of Mrs. Bulfer. He informed me that he understood that the
Forests Department would be arﬁanging transport of her goods
to Perth. He said that he was/at Willow Springs on Saturday
and brought Mrs. Butler to Perth., Mrs. Butler's address is
temporarily 41 Monger Street, Perth,

Her goods are already packed, but a number of items are
1n small packages, as they had insufficient cases to hold them
and for that reason, he wanted«tlo know if it would be possible
for these goods to be brought to Perth by road. The goods
will be required at 35 Francis- Street, Bayswater, where Mrs,
Butler intends to' live.- -

Mr. Litton was in touch with Assistant Forester Talbog
at Willow Springs, and says that he has the key of the cottage
and understands the position. ' : : >,

Mr, Litton can be contaded through the day ‘at M2427,
in the evening at F1795, : :

- . ;%igzégatyﬁé%iéé¥%7¢?_“__ _' “- }

REGIONAL SUPERINTENDENT,

GEB:IEB |
20.1.58, ;
NOTE, , ;

Mr.,BéEgj’ Will you pizzﬁa.ring this;message through td SR ,f

.i&#%ﬁkmﬁn'please.
- . s
J§3791:'12;:;«:ﬁ¢5&4f:;7‘av@u'j;9c<s/gx/';&¢*r7f;?/é¢ /ﬁéf?b/o/%
N ek |

e 2 s SPriigir SO D i - WY Ednrerlh
St d ST O . .
f’,;44¥fVA¢;y6 EN NI JﬁbawwrabﬁggA-.f :

2.3 er‘/mfﬁ’ffr
2962’:¥'k%‘_ftﬂdﬁﬁﬁf ﬁ’fi;ffij‘“ﬂ/dvf2~/'ﬁ?:;:;rzifiiT /?7éaaﬂﬁ32;
4?3"i?/ﬁ/ﬁdﬁ o (47”fff£)¢7ﬁzz,4/ ﬁpcfsfzéuzéi ' : ' .

A e,
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_ERIDAY, JANUARY 17th, 1958.

[LUNBURY, B Prostor Boad Board'

will ask the Premier for a publie,
inquiry into the Nannup- fire tragedy. !
It will ask also-that the Forests pep‘artment;
explain its policy of - . _ - ‘
protective burning.
~ Preston ~decided . this
. when = Nannup . Road
Roard ‘asked it for a do-
nation to assist.the fami-
lies of the fire victims.
A donation would:-be |
sent when the “full facts
N : of the matfer’ were Te-
ceived,, --. . ..
“Members ' - expressed
cancern at the nuniber of |!
new: "Aust;taliaxj% £
cannot. speak 'English) |)
'employed: by the Forests |
Depattmént.. 7
. Fire-fighting was ham-
pered in many instances
because the new Austra:
‘|tiaris  could . nof- follow
directions, they said, -
o Four Willow . Springs
forestry ~ workers. were
burnt to death on Janu
ary 8

[

fmanamamaa casenssn
()
: | TS/ /5
L
"A.,‘é o / ¢, :‘/-- . _
LS L v ANY S G / L

—




GOPY from C.T.D. 658/58

-D?'f?'d’!cr Petne OFFrrg

‘? J:jwmy /958
' Jvmuy Wi A,

The Glerk of Courts, Bunbury.

For information of the District Coroner
please. .

(Sgd.) R. Parker.
Distriet Police Officer,

In view of the extensive inquiry by -
departmental officers and. the police no good purpose.
would .be served by holding an :anuest. :

(Sgd. ) L., Stotter

17.1.58 -
S.M.

- The Under Secretary for Law,
' Perth. .

Forwarded for your information.

(sgd.) R.T. Shoil
Clerk of Gourts, Bunbury.

N 17.1.1958.,

i
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COMSERVATOR OF FORESTS,

Easter Block Fire - RFire otunJ -
: ' Januvery 1958,

have perused the report, pages 32 to Hﬁ prepared

b

by Mr. ¥Milesi and was present with him when the great majority

of this material was obtained from the persannel concerned.

Comment is offered as.under -
1, The prime cause of ¢a11ure Bo contain this fire
before ”blow up conditions were exoerlenced was due to underm
estlmatlon by the dou offlcer of its rate of spread end
'dlfficultj oF attack in the country conccrned. This. resulted

- in employmert of resoulces Whlcn were generally too 11utle,and_

toe late.
2, | Factors which contributed to this under-esbimation
were - _ |

(aj The season's fire map-on the wall in which yellow

pencil shading indicated the extent of the spring
_burh.(tracing_attached). This shading is rather

more dlagrammatlc uhsn accurate.j It was Dlaced

on the plan by the overseer who. dia the hurnlng etw

|

'{ D/Foresner Pears request and 1nd1cates a falrly

well burnt north and Western bortlon w1un a thﬁn;"
perlheuer burn of from 1/8" to 3/16":1n width
“along the south deed 10 to 15 chalns. -D/For.
( Pears who-was controllingiburning operations had
Ofrceurse, diseussedlit with-the_OVerSeer-and‘
knew that it was a very unsat1s1actory burn on
ST e fhe south and east, some . patches runnlng in very
o little dlstance, less than a chaln in places. The

duty offlcer -however, aia not have bhlS 1nformat10n.

(1) The oceurrence of two small snok e earller in uhe

month which fizzled eut and were anparently due to



small patches getting alight w ithin uhe earlier

foms,
Y

t{i burning. Thus when the small smohe was Tirst report- ;

ed on the lst instant, investi igation was arranged

. instead of immediate attack.
4 = | .
‘ “(e) Inaccuracy of Forecast.

The Iorecast for Whursday, JanLarJ 4nd.g1ven at 1615

L

on - the arternoon of the lst was muoh the same ag

BTN

that for January 1st, 1¢e. hlgh summer with- horuheast

to southeast w1ndsu here Was no 1ndlcatlon there:ore

thau nlcht that the weather would be'any worse tham

1t was on. Jan. 180 wnen the Ilre was

appanently_F

gh the Lorecast

had been amendea from hlgh summer to sevehaep oaching

sﬁmmﬂﬁmgmmmﬁﬁﬁwwmymﬁ'

o S dangerous, uhe Wlud,d1rect10n was st;lT glven as

northeasu to southeast Jlth alternoon sea breeze.

In-other Words; the'ﬁeather uureau_did not'expeet

the trough Lo pass over the eoast with consequent%

R

peak flre hazard condltlonS'and a strong northwest

R w1nd. Even as’ late as 1615 hours on Thursdsay uhe
T ' - . ”3"(..’;”
2nd, the forecast alveu4rea11y descrlbed condltlons

on the current day, 1.e.

'feonditignsfha@;emelibratéd;tp;sgph;an éxtent the
the hazard was - only hlgh summer agaln, es:erideﬁoeﬂfffi -

by the mornlng foreoast at O?h'ihours.

‘(Tﬁisji51é7

Hf,ous condlulons 1n which uhe Llre llterally "blewﬂul"i

aTtnough the' mornlng forecaSt hadrbee

e

o southeast Wlnds Wluﬂ aguernoonfseajpreegé,‘




.f pen) % . . ] ]
Tﬁf (d) “he fact that 35 points of rain Fell on the 27th ang
5 points on the 29th may have led to a Teeling that
_ ) been
extremely dry conditions of +the month haqﬂalleviated
to some extent, and the rate of spread would not be
<f, ‘ excessive,(///

P 3. Failure to issue o warning order for a stand-by gang
a

after the investigating unit had been disvatched. This meant

that the Willow Snrlng gang was probably an hour later leaving its

base than would have heen the case)and was not fully prepared in

advence with ration requirements for one or two meals in the bush.

\ . )

bhe Fallure to ensure a full scale dawn aotacx after the
Asst. Porester g reporu at 1900 hours tnat'a"dozer.would be re—
_quired or a lot of men if the 'dozer were nOb avallabie. In this

: (re froam o fou)
conneCulon, the redortlng officer may not have given a very clear

nicture and appareﬂt1y did not em0h381se the difficulty of dealing

with tnls fire in that particular type of country.%<_ad the Tore-V

cast for the ensuing day been dangerous with a northwest wind, it

is almost certain that strenuous efforts would have been made to

H

\have bulldozers and men. on the Tire front by L a.mN As it was,

‘when the duty officer learnt that the only two avallable 1ow loadefs

R T T g g

in the town had denarted e¢lsewhere and thefe were no Lrucxs heavy
| ermme—— e it
enough to carry the T.D 9, he did not con51deh 1t sufflclentlJ

urgent to approach anothe“ DlVlSlon 50 late at nlgnt and 1eft such
apDroach wntil the nornlng._ (lransport could have Dbeen provided
boﬁh from Manjimup.and Tndlow had officers at—thesé bentrés been
roused from their beds that evenlng or word sent to the »,C.3. or

Reclonal Sunerlntendent)

e . "After erartupe of the first ang, there waélanparehtly
no actlon to alert a second gang althouﬂh no doubt one or two gangs
could have been rdised at Nannup that night to come out at dawn the
next morning if regquired. The'alerting of gangs to be used for

relief for men at the fire is essential if there is to be reasonable

continuity of operaﬁions_at the fire race,
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U“ by theEEhly burn. Therefore the Barlee gang may nave 4a8ued

6o On the morning of the 2nd, there seems to have beepn

i

-,\_‘f\‘

some error in tactics at the fire when it was tackled at dawn,

]
Fd
H

A/F, Talbot sent the Tillow Spring gang arvound the eastern face

which is thd one that had been active the previous day and the

Barlee gang around the western face vith the intention that the

,,bwo would link up on the southern end. However, although Talbot

i

i

[

aay not have known It at the time, it seems that all the north

54

ER

and western sides were well burnt and the fire was running out

AN the burnt country, where in many pstches it burnt a second time

« for widths of DoSSloly several chalns in serub previously scorched &

P -
M,

.con51depab1e tlme mOV1nr around thls western 4aoe when the south

and the cast werg the oneS'whloh-really needed'urgeﬁt attention,

%

Whether or not they would have . surfoanded the fire by both fork

¢ng down the esstern foee, i.e. one gang as a flying crew to Inock

out anything alight =nd the second gang mopping—up, is open to

question, but in the light of present knowledge it is felt that

probably - they would have surrounded it, -

7 As far as is known, the duty officer has not hdd Pirst.

hand experience of organisation for =a 1arge firein this heavy scrub
country, In contfast to the more oﬁen jarrah country further nofth;i
night WorL at such a fire may be guite ineffective,as the fire .

' ceases to_ruh, blacks out and it is extremely difficult to fpllbw
aipefimetér. mxoerlence over many years has shown Lh L the dnly
effective night work is that done by a bulldozer with a few men
to follow up and patrol faces already held. A1l man-power shoul@l

be saved for a heavy attack at Pirst light, i.e. about 1. 30 é.m;
and their work will he far more effective during the ensuing LOLP

hours than anythlng they can aocoﬂn11sh overnight. Furthermore

as the fire peters out at night, the last few chains covered by it
ra?ely‘if‘ever, ignite any trees and +the perimefer mopping-up next
morning 1s much easier as it rarely has dangerous burnlno trees
close to the fire edge.

Although there was a considerable under-estimate of

b AIAD: Lo - R M
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that with the birevailing conditions orf Torecast and = dvance burn

as shown on tha fire map, probably mast junior op inexperienced

officers could have committed the same errop, certainly most

senier officers in the past have not been guiltless or similsr

errors of judgement wntii they learnt to throw everything at the

flrst sign € smoke once the summef had really commenced and the

wild spring conditions wsre Dastda

Recormendations.
Lt prmendacl ong

~-high summer)

Y
i:(:‘:;-}J' rs
\‘ b

1.

205
e I,

.
,u.

they are not reguired.

: Superlntendent) [:f 1ot éy Alrg el donfact v dth an "ad_"m‘n/

Fire ¥eather Porecast,
ThHe wcertainty of a build-up for a dangerous day may

extend over 24 hours or more. TIf there is any chance

whatever of the dangerous day develbping, if is felt

that the forecast should err in this direction. An ovep—
estimate is less likely to lead to trouble than an undefﬁ,
estimate (although ws have had some eriticism from saw— i i
mlllers when we have - stopped locos. running on what was . _J
expected to be a dangerous day only to ha#e an early chaﬁgé

give relief and the hazard turn out to be only average or

That once a fire ig reported during a non-working
period such as a weekend or holiday}, the duty officer
snould,lmnedJately alert one or two more staff men and

addltlonal Dangs even if subsequant developmbnts prove

That all divisional stafr be impressed with the Pact

that the resources for fire}fighting are not restricted g

to their own diviaion. They gan leaya get a531stance

from other divisions through the F.0.8. or Reglonal

Drvision_
Tnab the question of the uge of bperatlonal ordexrs .be

again 00051dered. The Manual sets out what shall be dong
when ohere is en 1n1t1a1 outbreak but it is felt that each
d1V1S}onalnoff10er should be given 1nstruction in operat-

ional orders and inviteqd to write hls own operational

orders for verious hypothetical fires in order that he will
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not overlook points in oerganisation when faced with critical

. outbreaks.
Perhaps one of the Mmost eflfective ways of ingtructing

\ junior officers would be to take case histories of disastrous
\fires, show fhe chronological seguence of fire-development-
and action uaken and ShOh plainly where our organisation
bfoke down or was 1neITe0u1ve. Usvally in such eaees it

7as a matter of too 1ittls too Iabe and this was often the
esult of a forecast which railed to detect the approaching

critical day. -

REGLONAL SUPERINTFWDANT

14/1/58,
DWRS/PS .

¥.B. Re_Centrelled.Burnina.

o An examlnatlon of this v1rg1n forest, severely flre—damaged .
in past decades, indicates the great variatlon in the type of burn‘

, obtained with changes in vegetatlon type.

' . Striklng due south ever reasenably 1eve1 ground fnom S
Hopklns Road to locate the peint,aﬁ,b;ig;n-efuthe,ﬁire;;thefﬁirst
15 ‘chains had had a ven atehy burn through undsrepewth
of wattle {ac strigesa¥
net‘s _rehe -patehes Were. unburnt f W Cin ]
¢ "1t was only scorchedy could e¢s
‘The: next 12 t 186 ‘ehains.
* 6 the mineral soil.

ggain’ in daﬁgereus weathen;;
1y. sgoreled, and scrub buent
mostly ti-tree (Agonis parviceps),. gress, trées ete, Beyend. -
the burn had been good. snd erewns were aga1n green up to- the po,ntg,' :

of - origin of the fires
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FORESTS DEPARTMENT

o AT R s O JTECE,

To... . Conservator..of . Forests, .. e ST JA0RACY e 1958

Forests Deﬁartment, Western Australia.

T 32.=" 4., ¢ (P B T
: Local.........

SUBJECT: ..Statements.in.Connection with. Faster Block Firea .o .

For attention Regional Superintendant Southern Region.

Please find attached copies of the statements made by ﬁg
the following witnesses to the police after the recent Nannup =

tragedy.

I.G.Morison. AD.F,0.
0.S.Pears. District Forester.
J.A.Talbot, Assistant PForester.
W.A.G,Rising. Overseer.
J.F.Gale. Overseer.
K.Jd .Barrett. Forest Workman.

J.S5.Valentine, L 1
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Ian George MORISON,

States,

L am an Assistant Divisiochal Forest Officer employed by the
Forests Department, Nannup and am stationed at Nannup, I
am Officer in Charge.

T am aged 29 years.

I graduated as a Bachelor of Science in Forestry and a Dip,
of Forestry at Canberra. I received ny diploma at the
beginning of 1952 and my degree at the beginning of 1953,

I was appointed to the staff of the Forest Department. 15/6/52,
and was appointed a D.F.0, {Asst) same date.

I was appointed to Nannup after serving in several south-west
divisions in 195y,

On Wednesday morning the let of January, 58 at about 11.15,
Dickson Tower at Berlee Brook and Carlotta Tower, east of
Namnup made a report that smoke had been sighted esast of
Barlee Brook and two men from Barlee Brook had been despatched
to investigate and report,

The mentioned Towers reported approximately about noon that
the fire was burning slightly east,

The fire hazard for the Karri réglon was high and this would
affect this region,

At approximately 2 pm no report had been received from the
v@emmamgmgredbgniggnce party and Assistant Porester Talbot of Willow

Spring was instructed to gather his men at Willow Spring

and proceed to the fire. Some short time later the reeogni-
Zrenvn 5wt gNGE party reported that the fire was small in area but going

-well and this party was instructed to return and Join the

Willdw Spring gang to fight the fire. .

TALBOT was instructed to contact me on radio when he arrived
at the fire,

This report was received at about 4 pm when he reported that
he had arrived on a road adjacent to the fire and would move
in shortly. I instructed him to move in and to surround

the fire,

This area was a portion of Easter Block which had been control
burn’t some five weeks previously, The purpose of the control
burn is to remove the under growth without burning the crowns
of the trees, in areas which have a mixture of Jarrah and Karri
it sometimes happens that the moister Karri gullies ars not
burn't effectively and this would glve an irregular burning
pattern in this bloeclk, I belleved this happened in this block
and that the surround with TALBOT'S men was quite possible,

According to my records it appeared that all edges had been
burn!'t in for approximately half a mile, I doubted. this
however on the south - east corner where two karri ereeks
were shown on the plan coming to the road,

The forecast for the following day was fine and hot with
moderate to fresh north-east winds veering south-east to

south during the day. The Hazard Was Tegh. Received
k.15 pm. 1st,

At 7 pm-on the lst TALBOT rang through from Dickson Tower
and reported that the country was very thick and that he
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would require additional men an-a bulldozer to complete the
surround, He reported that some of the men had ‘brought their
tea, this was his responsibility and there was 1fttle T could
do about it until morning, however I suggested that if he could
contact Barlee Bettlement they could probably satisfy his re-
quirements,

It has been suggested that I treated his request for food
with improper respect, this is not so,

In regard to his suggestion for bulldozer assistance I
congidered the matter in the light of tha anticlpated wind
directions for the followin day and the relatively safe
north and west boundaries. % North-east, south-east and
south later in the day.) I therefore advised him that we
would arrange for additional men to help him with his
surround at daybreak the following morning. To effect
this I instructed him to dismiss his twe Barlee Brook men
irmediately with instructions to return with the full Barlee
gang at day break, This I believe he did and the Barlee
gang reported to him at 2 am the next morning,

At 7.45 am the following morning I advised Ménjimup that
we had a fire near their boundary and to hold their
Glenoran gang in case it was required,

At 8,15 am TALBOT advised from Dickson Tewer that the fire
had not been surrounded and Forester PEARS left to investi-
gate the position.

During the morning the Tower reported that the fire was moving
southward with no easterly movement at all, This was received
at intermittent reports,

The wind reports from Towers indicated that the wind was in
the north-east until about 10 am, this was as anticipated.
However at 11 am. both Towers reported north-west winds,
this was entirely different to the forecast for that day which
as recelved at 8,15 am.,and confirmed, that the movement of
* Jthe wind was from north-east to south-eéast with a later sea

breeze,

At 11.20 Forester PEARS realising this rang Dicksoh Tower and
advised that he would require the bulldozer and the Glenoran
fang on the southern flank, Glenoran gang left at 11,30
and the Menjimuipn D-4 and Low Loader left Manjimup at

gfcaﬁhq7 approximately 1.30 pm, At 1.0'clock. Foreater PEARS rang

*  from Dickson Tower and advised that the Glenoran gang had

arrived at 12 noon and that all gangs were preparing breaks
on the south and east prior to back burning,

At 2.0'¢lock the Towers reported that the wind was gale force
from the north west with westerly gusts and that fire were
lighting up in the south east corner up to a mile ahead of
the main firve,

e
N, It was evident from this that the firefighting had been taken
completely by surprise by this sudden gale force wind and
Manjimup were advised to alert Yanmah gang,

At 3,35 pm. Forester PEARS advised from Dickeon Tower that

the fire was out of control in Iffley Block heading towards .
Dawson City Well. He advised that he would require two

gangs from Nannup for burning that night, he also advised

that four men from the Willow Sypring gang had not been

skghted since the breakthrough,

The two Nannup gangs {working around Nannup at the time)
were contacted and instructed to leave at 6,30 pm,

At 5 pm. Assistant Forester CRAWPORD who was in charge of
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that section of the fiee in the Manjimup Division advised
at 5. O'clock that the fire was still out of control and
that the Yammah gang were moving in, and Manjimup Head -
Quarters were advised from this office that the gig)le]
Bulldozer was fueled and ready for transport to the fire
whenever their Low Loader was available to pick it up.

Forester PEARS report from the Dickson Tower at 6.45 pnm.
‘stated that the Glenoranfgang and dozer were tying in

the fire on the south west side of Coronation road.

He advised that two gangs would work on the south of the
fire and would light up along New Chum's road, Iffley road
and north along Coronation road to hopower,

Iwo gangs would light up along Hopkins road, Eastwind road,
Jubilee road and south th the hopover. Seven of the Willow
Spring gang were working on the head of the fire and three
of them on-the had turned up and four were still missing,

In a fire of this nature it is not uncommon to have men
split up and missing for sometime and it was presumed
that something like this would happen.

I L

A report was received sometime later, few hours, that the
rakes belonging to the misding men had been found and a
search for the ‘men had begun. Report received from
Forester PEARS,

The next day on January the third at 7.45 am TALBOT advised
that the men had not been found and he suggested it was '
time for police action and an organised search be made.

immediately I contacted Constable Johnsfon of Nannup police
and pointed out the serious nature of the position.

I then organised a party from Headquarters men and Constable
Johnson proceeded to the Mill to arrange a team of mill

workers for the search.

At 8.25 am Forester PEARS advised that the fire was under
econtrol and being patreolled.

At 9,30 am Forester PEARS advised that the bodies of the
four men had been found,

Constable Johnson was immediately advised and proceeded to
recover the bodies, ‘

I expected someone to be at Dickson Tower to direct Constable
Johnson.,

I have read this statement and it is true to the best of
my knowledge.,

Nannup Station
5. 1, 1958, Signed I.G.Morison,

4

Witness .-......-o...COnSt. 2263-

anehsron



OSCAR__SHARPE _PEARS, @
States.

I am the District Forester employed by the
Forestry Department at Nannup,

I am 57 years of age and reside with my family
in Brockman Street Nannup.

I have been employed by the Forests Department
for 27 years, the whole time in the Southern
Region of the State,

As District Forester I give instructions to the
Assistant Forester Talbot at Willow Spring and
Forest Guard Tame of Nannup,

Sometime fairly early in November of 1957 I issued
instructicns to the Assistant Forester Talbot to
advance burn a block of land known as Easter Block
which is situated about 18 piles from Nannup

A ¢

This was done during November and early December
when weather permitted,

After advance burning is completed moping up operations
then commence which inecludes putting the fire out with water
, sand and throwing small pieces in onto burnt- country.

Mopping up on this block was completed by the Overseer
of Barlee Brook gang on 5/12/1957,

The Overseer of Barlee Brook gang then reported to me
that as far as he knew the fire was out and safe.

This gang then went to other jobs,

At about 8 pm on 1/1/1958 I received information that
there was a fire on Easter Block at Barlee Brook.

I then went toithe office and seen the plotted fire
and read the estimated fire hazard in the log book

for the following day; which was Severe to Dangerous,
I also read in the log book thgt the Willow Spring
gang was in attendance in charge of Assistant Forester

Talbot.
after

Shortly affier 8 pm/I had received news of the fire I
again received information from Forest Cuard Tame by
Telephone that the fire was petering out,

I was off duty on 1/1/1958 and at 7/L0 am on 2/1/1958,
I went to the Office .in Nannup to see if I could render
any assistance to Mr Tan Morison Assistant Divisional
Forest Officer. who was on duty that day.

T Rt iy
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After a discussion with Mr. Morison about the fire we

decided that en account of the fire hazard and the winds
being in the north-east that it could be a dangerous C
fire if not got under control and I deocided that I S
would go out and render assistance.,

I arrived in the viecinity of the fire about 9 am.

I immediately drove around the souther and eastern
portion of the block and saw certain weaknesses that



& I then communicated with Mr Morison in Qénnuprand
asked for the assistance of more men and a bullX.ics 4
dozer, : ' ' :

He immediately arranged for the Glenoraﬁméﬁﬁg“of-wﬁm

Forestry Workers to come to the fire and arranged
for the bulldozer to come from Manjimup.

I went back to see Balbot who was in charge of the
two gangs from Willow Spring and Barlee Brook, and
I met him on the road; ' S :

We then established a base at the junction of
Easter and Dickson Roads,

TR

We then cleared the traek into Blackwater Well
so that we would obtain water from it fer fire

fighting purposes; ; ‘ 4

Overssers Gale and Rising were instructed to pre-
pare .breaks about 5 chains off the Easter Hoad atid
5 chains off Dickson Road which run parxdgllel about
5 chains from these roads; - ' '

R
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The time then was about 12 midday.,
The flenoran gang arrived about this time.

The fire at this juneture was still coming south
betwsen reference tree GX 51/1 and 6X 51/2,

The fire about Ehis time appeared to be about 3

mile from Dickson Road,

L N T 2R St et e
e ._-._5".T‘_".’t-b..‘:_:'_'{’~,3(;g.“./‘.-4';.-. R L T “'m ™)

The Willow Spring gang were employed then from

Blackwater Well gang in a northerly direction for
about 35 chains, :

This gang ¢onsisting of Valentiné; McCorkill, Hilliger
.and Butler were raking a break with Johnston and

Barrett and Overseer Rising were lighting behind thenm
after they had raked the break, ' ‘

oo The time now would have been about 2 pm and the Willow

began ?'“““;~§E£i2§~§35§/ﬁn lighting against the wind,

o :  The fire now appeared to have béen burning towards
3 Dickson Road and I left Mr Talbot in charge of the
two gangs and went back to the Glenoran gang to -
assist them as I thought that may be the worst part:

of the fire at that time,

e
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"I was away from ﬁhe-Wiilow Spring gang for about
20 minutes whilst I was with the Glemoran gang
on Dickson Roady -

I was on my way back when I was infofmed‘by two of
the Glenoran gang that the fire had broken away . over
the road. o -

I located Talbot at the base and he informed me-

that the fire had jumped the road from Easter Block

and across Dickson Road,

It was impessible to get up the road where the Willow
Spring gang had been working and I decided to notify
Mr Morison in Nannup that the fire had got out of
hand: mhim T 429 ol ms oy m . S T



f

Hhecea TR

By this time the fire haa got right ouf of cori
and had travelléd about 3 miles in about lO‘ilnutesg_

At about L pm Mr Talbot infermed me that some of
the Willow Spring. gang were missing and Mr Rlsing
the Overseer had gone around the Easter Block and
could not locate any of the missing men.

A short seareh was made between 7 pm and 8 pm for
these men in the vicinity of where they were last
seen, and their rakes were found nearby; It was
then two dark to make any further seareh.,

At about 10 pm the same night I wént back to
Dickson Tower and informed Mr Merisem at Nannup
of the position of the fire and that four of the
Wlllow Spring gang had not been found.

I organised a search with the Willow Spring gang
and-6 at 6 am the fellowing morning and abeut
8/30 an I met Mr Telbet and he informed me. that
he had found the bedies of the four men abeut

20 chalns from where they were last seen the
prev1ous day.

I am of the belief that this fire was commenced by
the advanee burn in this area made in November 1957
and it is quite probable that tree trunk of a
standing tree may have been smouldering sinee. that
time and eventually burn't along the ground until
it came to some unburn't fuel and ignlted¢

This is not unusual from advanced burns as. eur records
show at Nannup, _

Signed . .0.Peavrs...

Witness of Signature ....., D/S 1848, ;:

SRR
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John Arnold TALBOT States s~
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I am a married man and reside at the Forestry Settlement3Wi11@W !
Spring, via Nannup, - : :

I am aged 57 years.

AT

I am an assistant Forester employed by the Forests Department
at Willow Springs. . -

I have been employed by the Forests Department for 12 yéars.
and have been stationed in the south-west all that times

I have been at 1110w Spring about 13 months,

523

I am well experienced in bush fire fighting and the bush
generally. '

I‘have-bén,meﬁ undef ny coﬁtrol ataWiliﬁw'Spring-and these
included Jan HILLIGER, Robert Henry JOHNSTON, John Francis
WILTSHIRE-BUTLER and George Henry McGORKILL,

Rt
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On the 1lst of January; 58 I was on service holiday but had been
requested to stand by.

Rl

At Z}LGpm-I feceived a telephone call on the ForeStry Phone
from MriTan MORRISON,. Assistant Divisional Forest Officer of-
Nannup N ‘ :

I was advised that there was a fire on the Easter block at
Barlee Brook and instructed to proceed to the scene with all
avallable men in my charge. I was also instructed té take two
vehicles, a heavy duty truck with water tank and pump and the
gang truckowhich carries the men and the fire fighting

N equipment, - ' :

I proceeded to the scene as soon as possible and arrived at
Easter block about kpm. . : _ :

I was met ‘there by two men from Barlée Brook fire gang
who were there to show us the way to the fire,

The scene of the fire was approximately 17 to 18 miles
L south-wast of Nannup, as the crow flies, We were about six
Mmﬁﬁﬁ - mlles east of the Pemberton road and the fire covered gn area

oh #¢ 7 of approximately 150 acresy

e L ' . . o
tg ‘ ere was a north-west wind blowing at the time and the weather
' was warm, e o :

f
‘ Along the northern side of easter block a 1957 Spring burn
had been made and went in from the road aprr oximately 30 to
L0 chains? ' o

I walked into where the fire was burning with my geng and the
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On arrival we proceeded to put aut the fire, Cand- I went:
to the Dickson Tower and contacted Mr. MORRLSON and reouested

further assistance.

10

rd

I worked on the fire with my men until mid night and'went
back to the road for a cup of tea and something to eatb.

I decided to spell my men for a while and at about Z2.aimj
the Barlee Brook gang arrived and they cons1sted of aoout

six to eight men,

S M A R O e

I decided then to wait until the break of day to fight
the fire again. Owing to the thicknmess of the scrub, swamp
country, we couldn't continge to fight the fire through the

night and do a good Jjobs

.We attacked thé fire again about 4 a.m. with both gangs
working. I investlgated the edge of the fire and found that
I would require more men to get it under control?

T went to Dickson Tower at about 8 aimi and contacted Mr,
- MORRISON again and told him that. the fire was too big for the.
Barlee Brook gang to handle and I wanted mope help. _ :

MORRISON told me to leave my men there ‘and to return to
Willow Spring for food for the mex,

At Willow Spring I picked up the remalnder of my gan
JOHNSTON and VALENTINE and returned with them and the food

V'to the firei

Mr., PEARS, District Forester of Nannup was there and he told
-~ me that there was more help coming7d

- PEARS and ‘I went around the out31de of the fire which by
this time was starting to pick up again with a north—east

" windy |

We decided to use all our men to burn 1n to the flre from
the road“ : . .

Between 12 and 2 pm gangs of men camie from Glenoran and a
_bulldozer came from Manjimups

The Barlee gang and my ganhg proceeded to bake the break
from the South-east cormer of Easter block, my gang WOrked

north and the Barlee gang, west,

They raked between about 12 noon and 2 pm. Afger raking
we inténded to burn in towards the fire but suddenly the
wind changed to the north-west challenged fiercely towards

the. break we were working omn,

| The fire was just a roar in the distance and VALENTINE .
said to me "Its no use lighting, its lighting itself" He
proceeded to light just the same but had to leave the area
within a couple of minutes and run for safetys



F‘?; E A
N ]

At that time T dontt know exactly whereiJOHNSTQN;

WILTSHIRE-BUTLER, McCORKILL, HILLIGER and BARRETT were but
they were known to be working north of the corner and a few
hundred yards up, .

AT

The fire burnt fierely when the wind changed and fires
were started by this main fire hundreds of yards ahead,
travelling mainly from tree to tree:,

TN

This occurfed somewhere around 2 pm and I didn't
see BARRETT and VALENTINE until about five o'clock,

&
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I waited at the corner for a while as everything was
out of control. I askéd RISING my Otseer to go around the
northern part of the fire and see if he could locate the mens

: L took a man with me .and went to the southern side of the
head of the fire and as it was near the road I returned nearly
to the corher and found that ared was engulfed in fire too
so I went south and picked up another track which took me west

Vof the fire;,

gtz e A

[ met PEARS there mhd went with him to the northern
side and whilst going around met RISING coming batk and he
informed me that he hadn't seen anything of the mern,

~ When I returned to another base at the western side :
of the fire I met VALENTINE AHA BARRETT who had just returned;
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~_They told-of the trouble thew had in getting out and
tholight that WILTSHIRE-BUTLER, JOHNSON, HILLTGER onq McCORKILL
might not have made it, _ ' '

. - PEARS was to notify Nannup then ‘and I went with my
gang in search of the missing men, I searched until dark
without success,and met PEARS and told him I*d like help
for a search but he advised to wait until the morning as- the
mern might_turn up, : '

~PEARS told me to take my gang te the northern part of
the fire and try to check it, - -

I took my gang, at least the remainder of the gang,
and the Nannup gang, .

VALENTINE, BARRETT .and myself searched a number of the
roads through the night for the missing men in case they
came through. : - o ‘

- - I went to the Dickson Tower at about 7.5 a.m. and rang
Mr . MORISON and told him I considered the matter serious and
that I wanted the police advised, At daylight T had sent

my men in search and whilst I was at the tower four men
arrived from Nannup and I took them with me and furthered

the search.

At about 8,30 a,m, T walked onto the bodies of the
four missing men in a gully near a red gum -tree,
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They were about 20 chains east of the PaSuQr road
and about the same distance lrom the Dickson road. .

I wgs able ‘to identify the bodies although they were
badly burn't: A1l clothing etc., was burn't away from
their bodies.

I went back to the road and met PRARS who had just-come
from the Tower and gave him the bad newssy .

I waited then until the arrival of the police.-

I have read this statement and it is true to the best
of my knowledgé,

Nannllp Stationo . V : Sj—gned ...- LI I I I T Y ) |At-0 0 “&. .T;r;

3. 1u 1958,
‘ Witness seresssaeve.sslonst 22634
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7 William Arthur George RISING States:- : 1)§

PR i {
i Pk

I am an married man and reside at Willow Spring via Nannuﬁ; -

# I am aged 30 years and am employed by the Forests Department
© Willow Springs. L am an Overseer:.

I was employed'byrthe Forests Department on the 2832,1950,

I worked in Pemberton until the bﬁl@lQﬁijheﬂ I was transferred
to Tone River and worked there until 37851956, T have been in
Willow Springs ever sincey , .

:
?

I was born in the country and know the bush wells,

- I've had a lot of experience in bush fife'fighting.

-TALBOT {Jnr) came down and advised me that his father had beén
notified from Nannup that the Willows gang was to attend a fire

_ : , - : s
At about two forty in the afternoon of the 1%,1%1958 Mr.John . .%
at Easter block, Barlee Brook, %

”Werleft'Willows_settlement at approximately five minﬁtes“to
3 O8clock with Mr, TALBOT,Asst.Forest Officer, in charge,

The gang consisted of eight men and arrived at the scene at
about 4.45pm, .

We proceeded to the fire in a southerly direction from Hopkins
‘road and carried rakes and slashés with us. The fire was
about half a mile in and the fire was burning moderately., It was 5
burning over a long fronty S

At about 8pm Mr. Talbot went to-Dickson'Towerrto contact
- Mr MORISON, Assistant Divisional Forest Officer to suggest
that he burn back from Easter road and to request food;

TALBOT was met by me about 30 minutes later and informed me
that the fire had to be stopped where it was and that rationg
would not be provided and that "we would have to starve", He

said that he had been speaking to MORISION; _

‘At that stage we returned to the fire and continued fighting
- until 1 am when we returned to Hopkins road for a spell, The

fire was burning quietly at that timey

We returned to the fire somewhere between ¢€30 am and 5 am.

We continued fighting it until approximately nine thirty
when we had a spell and made tea;, o

Mr ,TAEBOT had left a meséage to say that he was going to Willow
Spring for food, and returned at about 10,45ams




We had a feed and moved up to the junction O%;Eéﬁﬁgr Road §2,}

and Dickson read. Mr PEARS met me about 12,15pm and I ad
instructed to rake an old five chain break running parallel
with Eater road. '

The whole Willow Spring gang worhed on that and it included
JOHNSTON, WILLSHER- BUTLER, McCORKILL and HILLIGER; '

At about 2,20pm the fire started to roar trmendously and
was between half and three quarters of a mile away from us;

At this stage T returned to.my truck for water bags and
I was instructed by Forester?PEARS to obtain one or two men
and to clear a track into a water hole named Black water
well which was situated in from the two roads mentioned by
approximately five to six chains, ] o

I went back to my main gang‘and got Hay THOMAS and he and
myself proceeded to clear this track into the well, . I took
THOMAS with me and we walked back towards the well and met

TALBOT and Jimmy VALENTINE, Jack TALEOT then'instructed myself . -

o 3

and VALENTINE to light back along the track we were raking,
thats the trgck T was working on with the main gang and also
told Ray THOMAS to go and contact Jin McCRONE to bring heavy
duty, that is. a truck with a water tank up to where we were

lighting.

'VALENTINE and I started to light up., VALENTINE procesdsd
ahead of me and his fire was burning that well that T didn't
consider it necessary to follow him along; -

I returned to where we Started lighting to patrol the
fire and MeCRONE and THOMAS returned to gorfor Heavyrduty,

At that time the fire absolutely went crazy and rushed
(through the tree tops hundreds of yards, or probably up
to three quarters of a mile ahead of the main fire§

At this time TALBOT -and myself want out onto HOPKINS road
and returned to Dickson road and there was fire ranging
everywhere then. ' > :

We were heading away from the fire as we.could easily
have been involved in it ourselves. We thought that the other
men who were in the danger area may have got away to the
north. E -

MGCRONE and myself proceeded up Dickson road onto Sands
road and then onto Hopkins road and @own Easter road to a
point about four hundred-yards from Easter Brook on Easter
roads - Only a few hundred yards from the roaring fire and we
called and shouted for the other men but got nor response’,

- When I first left Easter road when the fire wadlnaging

in company with TALBOT the other men were about 15 chains
up the road mére or less in the seat of the fire. I had no
transport on the spot it would have been suicide for me to
attempt toledp: them which I couldn't have done if I had

mranmnabhad Flh s
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We returned to Dickson Road and met up with TﬁiﬁﬁT”an&
PEARS at about 5.45pm,

By this time BARRETT and VALENTINE haq returned and
JOHNSTON,-WILLSHER-BUTLER, and McCORKILL and HILLIGER were
missing, : o : |

VALENTINE and BARRETT thought that the men hag been
caught in the fire and feared the worst., We advised PEARS
that they were missing and on our own initiative we proceeded
to where they were last working and we made a search and were
unable to find- the men and then we reported to PEARS again and
were instructed to proceed with fire operations, '

We carried on until daylight the next morning and at

about 8,30 am the missing men were found dead: by Mr TALBOT:

Say that for the rest of the . gang ‘which included, TALBOT, (57 yrs)
TALBOT {jnr) 17 yrs, McCORKILL (6l yrs) WiLLSHER BUBLRR ' -

(37 yrs) McCRONE (30 yrs) THOMAS (22 yrs) HILLIGER (37 yrs)
BARRETT (25yrs ), +JOHNSON and VALENTINE never came out unbil

the Thursday morning: .

Until Thursday the 2nd at about 12/15pm the fire wagd
fought by our gang and six others from Ba¥Flée Brook and the
fire covered miles of country, - _

—

At this time five men arrived from Glenoran and no

‘more arrived until about 5 to pm that.evening.

| I have read this statement and it is'true to - the best of

my knowledge,

Nannup Station, . '
h.l358, ' " Signed e e e ey

Witness ' Const.2263
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John Francis GALE, - : i
dtates,

I am an Overseer of the Forrestry Department and am
employed at Barlee Brook, 18 miles from Nannup,

I am married, 34 years of age and reside with my wife ;
and family at Barlee Brook, o

I gm in charge of 5 other men employed by the Forresﬁry
Department in that area.

[T

On several occasions during November of 1957 I and my
gang had occasion to Advance burn some land known as
Easter Block which is owned by the Forrestry Department
at Barlee Brook. S '

Advance burning is known as. burning prior to Milling
operations -and it consists of the following, o
Firstly a break is burnt around the outside of the block.
if possible. _ o _ '
Then it is stripped through in one o three chain strips.
right throught the block,

Any unburnt pockets are then mopped up in suitable
weather’, _

On 5,1231957 I had occasion to mop up, which consists of
throwing in of any lighted small pieces of timber etc K
into burnt country. This was carried out at Easter Blocki

It is quite possible for these burns to keep burning

for some months afterwards in treetrunks and trees and it
the mopping up that cleans up all these lighted pieces as
a rule, : ' . '

I can say that ‘the Fire at Easter Block which commenced
on 1i1,1958 was a result of this burn and I have little
doubt that this is correct because this block is sitmated
at a spot where only Forrestry Workers normally visity

I hévefbéén‘émployed by'thé'Forréstry Department for a
total of about 5 years and it has been my experience to
mop up these type of fires weeks after the first burn,

‘Any further outbreaks of fires after the initiai'burnr
are usually caused by sparks from treetrucks that are
stillm burning and have hot been noticed.

l_}§1‘58 : - ) it & ti&o-;.—o- O‘OO!CQ\O" .t.’e'.'

Signed F c.u‘o 1. .7. ‘e -D/S 181}8. :
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s Kevin Joseph BARRETT

States,

I am 2 married man and reside with my ‘wife at Willow) -
Springs which is 14 miles fron Nannup:

I am a 25 years of age. . ‘ ;

I am employed by‘the Forestry Depgrtment at.Willow
Springs as a Forestry Worker. '

I have been efiployed by the Forestry Department for
about 8 years, ' | 3

I have been employed at Willow Springs since October

1957,

I remember the 1,1,1958, I received g message from
Mr, John Talbot who is the Assistant Forester at -
- Willow Sprinhgs to the effect that there was a’'fire &
in the Barlee Brook Area, and I had t6 attend; : B

Barlee Brook is approximately 20 miles from Willow
Sprihgsi ' ' . S
We arrived at Barlee Brook at approximatély 5 pm
at the fire. o

-There'were 8 men present at the fire including
Jan HILLIGER - Robert Henry JEHNSTON and John Francis
WILTSHIRE-BUTLER and George Henry McGORKILL.

The fire we atiend

ded was in Baster Block at the
Barlee Brook area'y. .

There ﬁere two men there from the Barlee Brook gang,
in Wally Ogilvie and another man I know as William,

4, These men stayed with us and altogether there were
7 g

fpﬁﬂiggfﬁ 10 of us there to fight the fire’, '

'ﬁfﬁ]ﬁfﬁg|ﬂ The frontage of the fire consisted of about 2 miles

5 we 66& ' and we attacked it from the west side moving eas

b~ A along the northern side, :

-;'.ﬁ;fﬂ At that point the wind was blowing from the West.

iﬁﬁat We fought the fire until about L1 am on 2,141958 and

" - . then retreated back to our redezous and” 1n -the meantime
Mr, John Talbot had gone to Dickson Tower to communicate
- with Nannup Forestry Office, to ask further assistance,

“When Mr. Tglbot returned he advised us all that Mr,

S, ¥ K] Morison had refused us further assistance, until 6 am
ff ' next d - '
‘yw-’ﬁb next day , LI _ _ | 1
et aﬂﬂw” ' At approximately ham on 2,1,1958 we again attacked the

Barlee Brook gang, :

fire this time theére wére four extra men from the

The Willow Springs gang attackéd the £ir® on the. - -
. same side as we had previously, | o
Y lThe Barlee Brook gang attacked the fire on.the Southern '
’maﬂl _ Side of the fire, : S e
We worked against the fire until'about~9/15 am-the
same day and then we returned to our rendezvous and
found that Mr,. Talbot had gone to Willow Springs for
tou b, S food, he returned at about 11 am, .
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st

|

, e . .
We had a snack and we then proceeded tngaster Rdad-which éi}

\.1.

is further east of where we were fighting the firé before
and started to rake and slash a five chains break;

We worked along this break for approximately 2 mile angd
the fire was gradually moving up on us all the time,

The next thing that happened Raymond Thomas came up to
us and told a Mr,Jim McCrone that he was wanted back at
the heavy duty (This is a pumping unit on a truck, ) and
he also informed us that there were hop overs (This is
sparks, bark etc. jumping from the main fire into
unburn'!t areas; '

There was Butler, Johnston angd Hilliger and myself went
back to stem the hopoevers, but the fire from the hopovers
were too intense to stem. )

, -inform '
' I went back to/Bill Rising of the position regarding the
hopovers but I was cut off and couldn't get back, so I ,
returned back to the other three and told them to get out,

They came out. onto Easter Road to where I was and John
Butler asked me where MeCorkill was I told him I didn't

know other then he wgs still, .inside the fire with Jim
Valentine’ . : . _ _

Butler went in to find Mc Corkill but he returnmed and. hadn't
found him,in the meantime both McCorkill and Valentine
had run out onto Easter Road. '

he time néw was. .about 2/30pm and the position regarding
he fire was hopeless, : : -

We then tried to work in a Northerly direction to get
beyond the fire, the si x of us were together at this time.
We found that the fire had got out of control completely,
and we were almost surrounded by the fire.

We all started running in a nOrthérlj direction on the
Easter Road, Jim Valentine and I were together and the’
others were about 60 to 80 yards behind us on the road,

Just before we moved in an easterly direction into the
hush the last person I saw was McCorkill who was opening
dense scrub. to get away, this is the last I saw  of the men;
Jim Valentine and I kept running in this dense scrub for
about 20 chains until we struck the creck which was also
very. dense. : A o

Jim Valentine and I ran for about 2} miles before we

came upon'Dickson Road which runs Inand Bast — West
Direction'. o ‘ : N - ,
We then tried to contact the main party to see if MHCorkill,
Butler,Hilliger and Johnston had got away from the fire,
but it was not until,about 5/50pm that weefound then after
walking about 5 miles, - C .

The others hadn't turned up and we became concerned, and

I thought then that these men had been caught in tho
fire and there was little hope for them.

The last time I saw these four men was_ about 2/45pm and
after I had located the main gang.we all went back to
where I had last seen them. The fire then had passed this
point, and we could find no trace of the missing men.,

At about 9 am the following morning we discovered the
bodies about LOO ydrds from where I had last seen them.
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James Sutherland VALLENTINE f it o j

T A G L et O8 B8 e o e ah Bt e Bt S e M ik e e e e £ e S

States,

I am a Forrest Worker employed by the Forrestry
Dept, Willow Spring, gang.

I am 35 years of age, married and live with my
family at Willow Spring.

On 1,1,1958 I visited Fonty's Pool at Manjimup with |
my family, and returned to Willow Spring at about ;
9/30pm the same evening.’ _ -

The same evening T Mrs Barrett inférmed me that there
was afire in the Barlee Brook area.

At abput 8 am the following morning 2,1 Jack
Talbot thHe Assistant Foréster left word with his
wife that he would be picking me and Boh Johnston
up in- about an hour and to have ratidis ready ©o
take out to the gang, ' o

I notified: each of the wives of the men and Jack
Tglbot arrived at about 9 am and wé left at about
9/30 _am wftgrthe.SGOres Tor the men of the Willow

We arrived at a spot*ébout 10/45 am that morning and
the men had breakfast there this was in the Barlee
Brook ared, - :

After the men had had_bréakfast we all went about
another'5 mile to Easter Block where the fire was

burning. '

This point we made as our base camp}l

-While we were here Mr,Pears and Mr, Talbotiarfived

and we received instruetions to slash and rake an
old road on Easter Block in preparation to stem the
fire by a back burni o

When we commenced this work the time’ would be about
11/15 am the same morning,’ S S
The Willow Spring Gang wefe on one track and the .
Bgrlee Brook Gang were on another track slashing
and raking as we were doing, - : o

- The fire at this stage was tfavelling very fast

from a ‘North Westerly fireetion and the time was

about 1/30pm,
T

K11 of Willow Spring gang was working on this track
About this time I broke the handle of my slasher -
I went back to the base camp to get another slasher,

Bill'Rising had gone before me to get a water bag’

When I arrived back at the;truck for a slasher and.

a waterbag L met Mr.,Pears abd Jack Talbot. Mr,Pears
told me to get a couple of fire sticks and a bottle

of Kerosene, and to tell Bill Rising to tell -

Jim McCrone and Ray Thomas to come back and man thedr
heavy duty trucks and for me and Bill Rising to start
lighting along the fire break of what has been raked,

&
§
%
8




L went back Lo Bast”Block where Bill Rikimgeand T °

. : > P
started te light the break that had been raked, the :- (TJ
time was now aboqt 2P,

We both were in the centre of the Break and Bill Risin
went one way lighting the break and I wart in the
opposite direction towards Easter Brook lighting the

. break, :

As I got halfway along my section there was a hopever
(This is a fire 1lit in advance of the main fire by a
spark) and I yelled out bé Barrett, Hilliger, Johnston
and Butler to control the hopover they were all only
gbout 2 chains away from me at the time,

At this time Jack Butler came up to me and said "They
are Bloody fools lighting this now, why didn't
Morrisén let Jack Burn back from the Easter Road last
Night, " as old Snow (meaning McCorkill ) suggested;t

A T R A R O

Just said to Butler well I am not the Béss, I am
deing as Oscar Pears told me to do% :

[E
R
3 &

‘I then proceeded on down past the hopover bowards Snow
McCorkill about 7 chains away, still lighting the fire
on the break, o : :

S
Tl A

R R T

Y,

“When I approached. Snow McCorkill I stopped lighting
“about 2 chains away from the end of the break, I then
put. out the torch that I was using for lighting and was
talking to Snow McCorkill saying how quickly the

fire was burning, ‘ o .

It was just roaring at this time and was about 2pm or
2/30pm and was racing towards the break, and Old Snow .
Vlsaid to me we're safe here Jim we are in burnt countryi

R

T

I said, "Don't be bloody silly look how it is burning
here where I have 1it it in burnt ceuntry, and just at
this time we heard a yell and we thought it was a hop~-
over., ' S ' '

RIS et i it 7K

- - 8now McCorkill and I made our way towards the sound
o and as we started to'go fire was .falling all around
' us,so Snow sald, "Lets get to the road.m.

When‘wé'arrived:at Easter5Rbad.wefwereﬁs&rrounded'by' o
fire over top and coming in both sides and both ends
together. S ' ‘ '

I made a run for Easter Brook,but when I got around
- _ the bend there was no éscape, so. I came back and said
' '£4 to Snow lets go through the creek; ,
o | - N
' He said No lets £6 this way and indicated towards
Dickson Road area, ' - ‘
‘At this time Barrett was running up Easter Road towards .
me and yelling out "Lets get out of here" - Hilliger,
Butler and Johnston were approximately 3 chains be~
hind him running towards me, the fire was all around
the lot of us at this time’ : :

I could see a broken patch about 20 chains to a swamp’
that had-not caught fire and I started running towards
it and Bgrrett was followihg me and just as I went down
the hill from the swamp, I saw Johnston-Hilliger and
Butler asrrive at where Snow Moaflnrldil]l hed ctamnad ~860
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I never saw these men again, (?3) i

- the road

I made the pace.to the creek with Baréﬁ%tasﬁiilauhuq
following, I went through the bulk of the Nettick -
tee tree and buggary bush swamp till T hit the creek
bed, I then went underneath this along the creeck bed

? for about 300 yards, this gave me the break on the fire;

We then left the creek bed and went through hazel and
nettick country until we hit the.ridge for about a mile
the fire was still coming and dropping infront of us
and both sides of us, '

Eventually after rumning for about 23 miles through

the country Barrett and I esfaped when we hit Dickson
Road’,

The time wduld be about 3 to3/30pmf

When we were making back to the base .at the Junction

. of Dickson and Easter Road, but we found that we

could not get back as there was fire on both sides of

We waited for about an hour on the road before we

could get back to the base camp and I immediately

put out the warning then that I did not think the other
at least two meaning McCorkill and Hilliger would get
out of the fire,

I gave Butler and Johnson a great chance to eséape
becausgﬁgﬁgﬁﬁwere’fBﬁﬁEEF‘then the otherssy

T told this to Bill Rising, Javk Talbot, Oscar Pears,
Jim McCronesy : ,

No person had seen anytﬁiﬁg of the men since I had seen
them in the face of the fire at about Zpm or 2/30pm;

“After I had told these men of what I thought had

happéned Oscar Pears said "Well it is upte the Overseer
to look after the men," and with this Jack Talbot
sald "We must go and find themt,

Jim MeCrone,Bill Rising, Kevin Barrett, Jack Talbot

and myself then went back to where I had last seen Hilligér-

Johnston and Butleri -

The five of us made a wide swWeep down over the'swamp,
and back to Easter Road again and we found their rakes
where they had ran away from the fire and left them,

By this time it was too dark and we could do no more.

- During the night Barrett, Talbot and myself drove

around. the roads around Easter Block and nearby without
finding any trace of the men; : .

The morning of 33151958 I was abdut 100 wards away

from Jack Talbot when the bodies of Hilliger, Johnston

Butler and McCorkill were found all together by a red

gum tree about 4D0 yards from where I had last seen them.

W/‘ - - : .
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EASTER BLOCK FIRE . JANUARY, 1958.

SESER R RS Tl S I

MARGINAL NOTES.

T,

g s(a) No gargs alerted. %

(bj No further reports on smoke from towers.: g

,(cj Approximgtely 1 hour delay' in leaving Willow Spring. %
Vp(d) (1)} Talbot should have been more insistent,

;(11) Glenoran should have been alerted at least, If
W/S gang to work all night to be replaced by
Barlee Brook at first. light it was reasonable

 to suppese that two gangs would still be needed
and soméone would have to replace Willow Spring.

(111) Manjimup should have been contacted re low-loader.
. The 7 %on truck for Nannup had been hield up; this

“high lights the futility of hav1ng dozers W1thout

means of transport.

Morison was probably rlght in hlS stand and normally
the question would not be of great consequence but .
7  in. the light of later developments it assumed con-~

siderable importance.

(iv)

L + f#& There appears to be a 1ong_5tand1ng dis— satlsfactlon
_QbAau/M”f . over the question of parsimony with ratlons ‘and this
o ‘fire brought 1t to a head, ‘

The statement was made that the men who died were

: s
§5&a$;¢’- " exhausted and hung®py and that their physical con-—
- dition coniributed materially to their collapse. -

T

(e) . The fire had practically died out and it is more than
LT possible that if the men had had lights and there was
' a dozer working all nlght the fire would have beeh-
N contained by dawn, , .
'-,; (f)" ~ There were no. tower reports prior to 0800
n;__;;a(gj}e, :(1) . No explanatlon was: glven as to why the offer of
T ~help by ths v151tors was. rejected, .

:LMerlson's reJectlon of thé 1dea o back flre from
Easter road was probably sound. _

(ii) Glenoran should have ‘been thrOWn in, although by
. this time it was almost certainly too 1ate._ _

(h) This north wind at Dlokson, follow1ng Talbots report
: at 08l5 that the fire was burning strongly was the -
.+ eue that the situation was dangerous, although Carlotta

st111 gave" the wind as N-EB at B te C.

' -It is very doubtful if thls wes a wise choice of base,
being en unburnt 6r poorly burnt country and in front

of the on comlng flre.

‘5‘a.quf‘- - It was certainly near two water points and on the 81te
&ﬁM{éﬁk _ where they intended %o wvork, but st111 dangerous.

'(11 (1Y Tt should have been ohvious hv thia Fima +hat Flhano
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was no hope of a south-west wind; the stand on §

e Dicksen and Easter roads was hopeless.,
R 7, (ii)A telephone line runs along Dickson road, but no : §
il mm)ﬂJM u .attemp? was made to set up a field phone at base, #
' (m) By this time it should have been obvious that the :
. position was completely hopeless,. the back fire, running ,g
freely down the slope against the wind indieating O
extreme turbulence and the immingﬁbe'of a blow up, BT

The men could not.c@pe with fhe;spat fires and should
have been withdrawn. ‘ _ :

jz 7&%%%;n£{ﬁ;@ 4%%&%9 4@“04%;@”1é%%?i:%wz”v7“12;”7,¢ 75%73;””¢?%{7
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EASTER BLOCK FIRE - JANUARY 1958

An advance burn in Easter Block over the 2,200
acres, bounded by Sands road, Hopkins road, Easter road,
and Dickson road, was commenced on Monday 2nd December
1957, and the last patrol of the area was carried out

on Wednesday 4th.

This area. was previously burnt in an uncontrolled
fire in December 1Y50,

It was known that only a fringe burn was ob-
tained, and it was hoped to patch out the ares later,
but a Departmental ban on burning was imposed, followed
by a general ban imposed under Section 21 of the Bush

Fires Act.

The burn was shown on the current burning plan.
as a deep fringe right round the area, see plan, but
this was not correct; much of the perimeter, particularly
along Dickson road, was hardly burnt at all, and most, if
not all, Karri gullies coming out of the area were un- _

burned.

This was known to Forester Pears, but apparentiy
not to Mr. Morison.

No smokes were reported from the area until 1lth
December. :

On 11th Degember at 1105 hgurs, towers regorted
a smoke, Dickson 627, Carlotta 194%°, Glenoran 283°.
These bearings place the fire on the south-west edge
approximately 30 chains north of Dickson road. The smoke
did not develop. Peak hazard at Pemberton Average Summer

6'6!
On 12th Becember at 1145 hours towers reported a

smoke, Dickson 727, Garlotta 194%0, Glenoran 282%, placing
the fire about 18 chains south~-west of the previous smoke.

The smoke did not develop. Peak hazard at Pemberton 5
was High Summer 7.3. ‘ =

On 26th December, 5 points of rain were recorded at
Nannup, followed by 35 points on the 27th and s further

% points on the 29th,

Wednesday January lst, 1958.

'6745 fofecast:— Fine and hot with moderate to fresh north-

east to south-east winds, veering southerly during the
day. Hazard Higg Summer, estimated maxinum temperature
for Pemberton 89, estimated minimum relative humidity 35%.

The peak hazard at Pembergon‘reached High Summer,
7ol with maximum temperature of 89° and minimum re&ative
humidity 30%. 2 p.m. readings at Manjimup were 88, 31% and
estimated hazard of High Summer.

Duty Personnel .

charge. No standby. Forester

A

Nannup: Mr, Morison in

o TP U A
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Barlee Brooks On Standby Ogilvie. Youth Herrell on
. station. Overseer Cale and employee Herrel]
were in Perith. Remaining 3 wmen away fronm
the settlement.

On Tuesday 31st December the daughter of
enployee was rushed to Princess Margaret
Hospital with Septicemia, the parents were
advised that her condition was serious and it
would be advisable for then to come to her.

Herrell has no car, and 6verseer Gale receivegd
pernission to drive Herrell to Perth on condition
that he returned to Barlee Brook that, Wednesday

night.

Willow Springs: A/F. Talbot on duty. No standby.
Overseer Rising and six men, Buttler, McCrone,
Hilliger, Thomas, and Barrett, were on the

station, _ %

12, The Fire, g@
1000 hrs. . Winds from Dickson N.E. at B, |
1115 Small white smoke, Dickson 59°, Carlotta 190°,

Glenoran 288%", placing the fire in reference square
GW5l, approximately 42 chains almost due south of ref.-

erence tree GW51/1,

1130 Barlee Brook standby, Ogilvie and youth in-
structed to
in8peot the fire and report back as soon as possible,
L
1200 #&wﬂﬂhﬁw‘ Log shows wind at Dickson as S5-¥, 4 to B, but

WHA® this is possibly a misprint as the cons at Carlotta is

Fud
{*“(d¢¢~ given as N-W and the wind at Dickson at 1400 hours is

Lt ﬁﬁﬁgiven as N-¥, A to B,

- }bﬁ Barlee Brook crew reports fire small in area, but

going well. Wind at Dickson N-¥W, A to B.
(c) A/F. Talbot instructed to proceed with Willow Spring gang

to fire immediately.

1500 A/F. Talbot and gang left for the fire. Had con.-
siderable difficulty on the way owing to logs across roads.

1600 Talbot and gang reported having reached fire zone,
not yet at fire. Instructed $o move into fire, and surround
it during the night., Wind at Dickson and fire ares S-Wy

A to B.

1415 Talbot met up with Ogilvie at junction of Hopkins
and Easter roads, went South along Easter road for approx—
imately 40 chains and striick in west towards the fire.

The first ten chains were fair going in patchy f-*
burn, but then they struck very dense scrub, pulled out -
and went in from Hopkins road, s

LEOOD At face of fire. Overseer and men started work
‘on the east flank with a S-¥ wind, while Talbot went ahead
on reconnaisance.

T.ator a 13t Am ;b ae?r oo o



Some salients, and they made some good progress, but
the going was very heavy due to the dense scrub,
1900 ) - Talbot reported that the Job was a big one and
. lba&f he . needed, more men, suggested Glenoran and a dozer,
v Morison 1nstrueted them to carry on and try to surround

0 #;Zd}ﬂ” the fire that night; there was no transport for the
dozer and there was little llkel&’hood of its being

ﬂ*tﬁeﬁqdl,/“sent out that night.

i/// : The Barlee Brook -gang would be avallable in
qu (f the morning, and it was arranged that Ogilvie would

return to Barlee: Brook to guide them in. R A£}$(
ot

Talbot adV1sed that his gang needed rations;

M M.,t. Morison took the stand that it was up te thém to brlngﬂ*ﬁ ,f& Mu

their own rations, ‘and there was nothlng he could do
about it. (see note d(iv) Yoo . MW

W R R o

' N Talbot returned to the gang and in the meantl
Morison made enquiries. in Nannup and found that ne low_ -

s loadep wad avallable. 7 é

'-,‘ | Talbot found they were maklng ‘some headway in - =

gettlng round the flre, but the gnng was very heavy. - g

' Pears returned to ﬂannup, rang Tame, and was §

Pﬂy'9 told there was one fire running in Baster Block, being i

L /fM. ‘attended to by Willow Spring gavg, and that the laot
R A report was that it was dying -dowm. 3

Wa VA- c’/j/ , | -
#pa? R ‘ Pears cheoked the pesitlon on the plan and read'
o - the log; he was uneasy about the fire because he- knew

" the country was dirty and the burn on the south was very

light and patchy..

' He noted that the forecast for next day was fine
,and hot with moderate to fresh north=east winds, bagking
south-wast in the afte noon, hazard-High. Summer est1mated
- maximum temperature 91 estlmated minlmum relatlve

) o humid1ty 20%- _ | |

~ggaoJ}'j S - At abeut 220@ hours Talbots men had . Some food

LA P and @gllvie was ‘sent back to Barlee Brook to gulde the
gang iny-in the morning.. i A _

S The fire was dying down, and the men found 1t
(e). -extremely difficult to find the fire face.

They began cha51ng odd spots of runnlng fire
that showed up, someé of these might. have bheen spot flres,
or odd patches burning in dry fuel,

' The edge was extremely uneven and 1t was. found
1mposs1ble to burn out sallents. ' R

2400 ’ At about mldnlght the position became 1mp0551b1e'
' - and the gang was pulled out to rest until flrstllght ‘

Thursday January 2nd _1958.

200 Overseer Gale and Bailee Brook gang arrived at
base on H0pk1ns road and bedded down, o

1¥e an¥ L .2 .0 - —_— -
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southwest and Willow Spring on the east face.

Lty

0600 Talbot and gang found that the fire was begin-
) ning to run and 1lift badly. ‘The fire was probably o
y lost alrecady. 5
0745" Forecast., Fine and hot with moderate to fresh north-

east to. southseast winds and an afternoon seas breeze.
Hazard Severe gpproachlng dangerous, estimated maximum
. temperature 97 estimated minimum relative humidity
fEO% The peak hazard at Pemperton reacheaOSevere
%M}/NQ Summer, 8,7 with maximum température’ of 98 and a
@ & minimum relative humidity of 57%

The 2 p.m. readings at Manjimup were 98° and

21% RH, and the estlmated peak haza wvas Dangerous,
L] . s

&,
o
.‘:u :
¥
&

Pears was at the offiece for the forecast was

still uneasy about the fire and(hcided to go out to = 2

o investigate, 7 o o o i
0860ln : Towgr bearlngs glvgn as chkson 59 to 67 'g
(£f) Carlotta 190", Glenoran 287 . Winds at Dickson NE at C. 5

Talbot reported that they 'had not been able to -

'0815 s
@yﬂJ surround the fire and were badly in neéed of many more
men, he suggested that there were some visitors at

7ﬁ% Willow Spring who would be prepared to help, but this

ggggt;gns was rejectéd by Morisonm, as was alsc the one
t at they begln burning back from Easter road,

w” _
45” | Talbot was instructed to return to Willow Spring
for rations and Forrest was asked to hold the Glenoran
gang at Headquarters in case they were needed.

Talbot. left a note for his overseer, giving him
the hazard, advising him that he was returning to Willow
Spring for ratlons and instrueting him %o continue down
: the east flank of the fire. _
.

oyo0 - Toweg bearings, Dickson 71°, Carlotta 189 R
' (h) . Glenoran 285% . Winds at Dickson, North at B to 0 .
e ' . Pears arrived at Dicksen road at about 0900,

inspected the. fuel bed in g gully he was afraid. af, then
want to Baster road to check the pos1t10n on Easter '
Brook. ,
. ‘There he found an unburned sectlon ‘half a mile -
or so in extent, he then drove round to the tower to
report, : ‘

1000 ' Towegs bearings, Dickson 73 ' Carlotta 189°, y

Glenoran 284%— Winds at Diokson North at B
W

1045 " Talbot returned to the. gang on Hopkins road
with rations and his two other men Valentine and

. Johnson and the men had a meal.

‘The fire was running freely and he had decided -
to back burn from Easter road, he then left, to contact
Pears, going south along Easter road and told the gang

- to follow him after their meal.

L100 ' Winds at Dickson fower N-W at B to C.



1120 Pears répdrted to Nannup fiom Dickson tower,
where he saidthe winds were NE tending slightly to %he
north. -

. | He advised that the fire was burning very.
s strongly and that he would need the Glenoran gang
' and a dozer along the southern flank which he con-
sidered was the most dangerous section.

S He said he was going to meet Talbot and they
(k) -would establish their base at the junction of Dickson
' and Easter roads.

, Manjimup was advised aqcordihgly and the'
Glenoran gang was to leave immediately and it was
estimated that the Manjimup D4 would.Lgave at 1200 hours.

| . Pears met Talbot about 1% miles east of the
tower they went to the base where Pears left his vehicle
‘and centinued on north up Easter road to meet the gangs. -

I ~They met the Barlee¢ gang first and sent them on
to base with instru¢tions to clean up the break along’
Easter road. They then met the Willow Spring men and
- sent them back to base. : o -

S '.Thé fire was fhen.burning strongly before a
north-to north-west wind and approaching the road between
reference trees GX51/1 and GX52/2 @ :

1200 - No reports on smoke in the log. Winds at Dickson
o N.W at B, Glenoran gang arrived at base and were taken
one mile west to have lunch and then to start in cleaning
the fire line between two unburnt sections; '

300 : _Winds at Dickson North at B. .Péars,reportgd to
Nannup that the three gangs, Baflee. Brook, Willow Spring,
and Glenoran, each with a H/D unit were thén preparing to
meet the fire on Dicksen and Baster roads, hoping to

) ~ back fire with a south-west wind. '

: . Radio conditions were unsatisfactory and they had
-to reply-on the telephone at the tower. o . -
"7 Menjimup D4 reported to have lef Manjimup with

N. Crawford to guide it in via Coronation and Dieckson
~roads, ' ' ' )

h Pears instructed Overseer Rising to get a track

345

cleared into Blackwater well which he proceeded to do with
two men and then returned te the fire line to assist -
-~ Valentine in back firing., . He found that Valentine did not
PR need any assistance as the back fire was running very
(m)__ - freely down the gentlg slope towards the main head fire
' ~ which appeared to be somewhére about 2 mile in from the
‘road but was protably much néarer, - S

- By this time the main fire was dropping biizning
embers among the men and starting spot fires both sides of
Dickson road. DPears had noted that the fire was burning
fiercely before a strong north-west wind which was chopping

: ~ to the west. ,
Towgr bearings Dickson 97°, Carlotta 184° and
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Lhe picture during the next half hour is very {&}
Pl

confused and timing is vague, it was aurlng this perlod .
that the fire blew away.

. About this time the Manjimup D4 arrived at the
ire. _

Towgrs reported smgke on bearings Dickson 1120
Carlotta 1827, Glenoran 273", presumably a hop over.

Forrest was told to alert the Yanmah gang.

Fire was now both sides of Baster road and
Didson road, Talbot and Rising had escaped through the
the head fire, westward tewards Sands road and the other
six men, cut off along Baster road had run, south-eastwards

- from where they were trapped

chkson tower reported a smoke on -a bearlng of
105° , distant about 24 miles, presumably a hop over.
There after there was too much Smoke for the towers to

funct1on.

- All gangs were pulled out to regroup; at a new:
base at junction. of New Chum and Dickson roads, RlS1ng
and M¢Crone went round Sands raod, Hopkins road and down
Easter road te the edge of the f1re, in an endeavour to
locate the six missing men, but without success.

‘The edge of. the fire across Easter road was ‘about
200 yards north of Easier Brook which wa s burnlng fiercely.

Talbot went down Iffley and Coronatlon road to -
try to locate the lost men, but met the head fire in
Iffley Block opposite Telephone road and had to return.

After a recce, Pears decided to burn back along
Jubllee and Bastwin roads during the night and arranged
for the dozer and men to move around to Telephone road.

Pears reported the fire completely out of. control

in Iffley Block, heading towards Dawson CGity Well and that

he would require two gangs from Nannup for night burning;
these gangs were to leave gt 1830 hours and meet him at

chkson tower.

= He reported that the six men “from Wlllow Sprlng
gang ‘wére m1531ng (notejthe log reads 4 men) _

Forecast for Frlday 3rd, Fine and hot with llghf'to moderate
north-west - winds backing south-west in the afternoon, -

hazard Dangerous._

- Affer the forecast Pears ‘Talbot and Rising got

" back to the original base at" “Dickdon-Easter road junction
 but found 1t completely burned out. No sign of m1551ng

rﬂen- =

Crawford reported that the Yanmah gang with Mc
Alpine are ready to relieve Glenoran gang and Crawford
Friday morning and he was advised that the Nannup TD9 was

ready and awaltlng transport ‘when the low loader was avail-
ableo ]

Talbot and RlSlng lefit in an attempt to search
for the missing men along Dickson road, but found too
manylogs across the road and had to return
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_Coronation road, two gangs arc¢ to work on the south of the,
fire and to light up along New Chum road, Iffley road to

hop overs, between Henwood road and Telephone road.

“along Hopkins road, Bastwin road and down Jubilee road

is to return to the fire as directed by Pears.

.report they had flound the rakes abandoned by the four

and Baster road and commenced lighting along Bastwin road

Two of the missing men, Valentine and Barrett . ;. .

arrived at the base, having walked some 4 miles alon T

g Vo

Dickson road. Valenting gave it as his opinion that \
there was no hope for the other four. -

Pears and Talbot had made a reconnaisance of
the perimeter of the fire and returned to base at 1800 hours.

o 4

The Wiilow Sprlng men wanted to have the loss
of the four missing men reperted and a search organised.
Pears, vho had been round the east side of the fire was
afraid of losing more men and refused perm1851on.

All the Willow Sprlng men left to return to the
spot where the four missing men last seen. .

©  The two Nannup gangs 1eft Nannup for the f1re,
and. Carlotta towerman was instrueted to retursd te .the

tower at 1900 hours.

Pears reported to Nannup that twoe of the men had
returned but that four were stlll mlsslng.

' He adV1sed that. the Gleneran gang w1th dozer were
detailed to tie the fire in on the soubh-east side of

Coronatlon read and north _along Coronation road to the

Two gangs on the north side are to back flre

to Coronation road and thence to the hop over,

: "He adv1sed:that the,low 1oader‘$hould be in
Nannup about 2300 hours to pick up the TD9 and H. Howes

" He arranged for the Jarrahwood gang to leave
Nannup at 0500 on Saturday morning with Tame.

Hlllow Spring gang returned from search to

nissing men, but it was’ too dark. to search further.

lst Nannup gang left for the northern back burn.
Willow Sprlng gang returned to Junctlon of Hopkrns
1it about 15 chains but fire too hot so dg51sted.

General baok. burnlng commenced.

' The burning along Fastwin road Jumped the road
from south to nerth near thé brook, Mazzinis gang tried
to control the hop over, but the flre was too active and

they had to withdraw.

They fell back te bunn along the north boundary
of Lewin Block, but by this time it would not burn, They
then did a recce of the whole northern boundary and refurned
to the junction of Easter and Eastwin roads about 0200 on

Friday morning.

Frlday January 3rd 1958.

w1110w Soring gang and Mazzinis gangs detailed
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%o _south-wess winds. zardeigE Summer, estimated |,
maximum temperature 85", estimated minimum. relative

to light north along Coronation road to Davidenon's road
and north-west along Davidson's road. : .

Jarrahwood gang with A/F Tame met up with
Willow Spring gang and took over their H.D. outfit.
¥illow Spring men declined to go home until missing -
men located and started searching for them.

Forecast. Finé and warm with moderate 3o fresh so

humidity 40%. The peak hazard at Pemberton reached the

~top end of Hederate at 57, maximum temperature 76~ and

minimum relative humidity 73%.

The 2 p.m. reading at Manglmup were 79 and
39% and . the estlmated maxinum hazard aven1§ummer.

Talbot adV1sed Nannuﬁ that the men_ were still

- ‘missing and asked ‘What searéh arrangements had been made.
Morison replied that he had heard nothing further abohit

the matter and nothing had been arranged. Talbot said

“he considered the matter serious and wanted the. police
-to bring out a search party and for a Minister of rel1g10n

to be notlfled
Thls was done.'

Vince and 3 of Ealmers men arrlved at the base.
‘Palbot took these men to where the rakes had been found

‘and they began searchlng.

‘Pears reported that the fire was tied in and
under control and it will depend on -the efficiency of

~the patrol if it is to remain that way.

Pears to meet Pollce party at Dicksen tower.
Willow Spring settlement advised of the names of the

IIll ss:mg men .

Boddes found

Nl

Tame W1th gangs patrolllng New Chum, Iffley and
Coronatlon read as far a s Henwood road. _ :

Morison advised Mr. SteWart in Head Offlce that
4 ‘men missing. .

Pears adV1sed Nannup of the flndlng of the bodles.

Requested that the settlement be advised bafore the gang -

‘returns home, Morrison adV1sed Milesi of flndlng of
bodles. : _

_Pears returned to‘Nannup;

. Willow Spring gang returned home.
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Following a telephone Messarne from Nannun ahout 930 a.in.
ont ¥riday the 3prd instant,_advising that the bodies of Poue
employees missing at & fire had heen Tound, I Proceeded 1o Nannup
with Fire Control Superintendent Tilesi to ascertain the Taots of

$t P,
Lie wpragedy

The relevant faets relating to the occuwrrence and Supnress—
ion of the fire were zathered in the course of o ”Firemﬁiudynkand
this vill be the subject of 4 separate repopt, T

On the circumstanceg relating +to the tragedy, I have to
report as under, supporting the statement with the attacheqd nlan -
1. On Tednesday the 1st instant, a Pive reported in Rastep
Block at a Point anproximately half-a-mile south of G7.51/1 was
attended by the Yillow Spring gang that afternoon. The overgeep
and 7 men left with Assistant Forester Talbot at about 3 PsiMe and
reached the fire face some 30 chains gouth of Hopkinsg Road abhout

5 e,

2 They worked arnund the face until ahout 7430 pam. when they
returned to the roag for a hreai &nd some tea ang tood. Afterp

_I‘:I

8 pume they ggain returned end “orked down the esgtern Tace, and
excent for odd patches burning, the fire died out, the Tace could
nos be followed, and cut—off salients would not burn when attempts
vere made to light them, -
3 Ab mldnight 4/F. Talbot and the gang withdrew and bedgdea
down on the rosd to renew. the attack at dawn with reinforcements
which had been requested by Talbot at avout 7 pem, by telephone.

Lis After a brean of some L hours, work on the face rgcommenced

at dswn, and the newly arriveqd Barlee gang worked arowng the west side{

the fire with a view to Joining Forcesg around it on the southern
side. '

5. The forecast forp Thursday 2nd at Ye15 pum. on the lst was
"high summer', At 7¢45 am. on the 2nd, the foreccast had Dbeen
amended to "gevepre approaching dangerous! &nd included the words
"moderate to fresh northeast to southeast wind ang afternoon gea
breeze"., It dppeared that the Weather Bureau did not eXoect the
trough of low pressure to pass inlsnd that day with the dangerous
veather and high northwest wind which usually accompemies such
movement,

6, A6 8415 awun., A/F. Talbot reported by 'phone %o Hannup

that his men Pailed to get round the fipe and that with the current
forecast, more men ang squipment would be required, He was instruct-
ed to return to Willow Spring for food Supplies for his men and was
informed that further reinforcements would be sent out, After ring-
ing ¥illow Spring and arranging with +the vomenfolk to have food ang
stores ready, he lert s note at the truck for his overseer, nroceed—
ed to Willow Spring for storeq,and returned about 10.45 a.m., By

this time the fipe was quite detive ang the men had earlier with-
drawn to the truck at the roadside.

T Heanwhile Tollowing the Tolt5 a,m. Weather revort and 8.15
report from Talboh, A.D.F.O. forison set about arrenging for further
gengs, bulldozers, and Dower pumpers from Hanmip, Glenoran (Eanjimup

= . » - - A
Division} and Javrshwood. (Kirup Division).




District Forester Pears left Nannup iediately 4o ingpect @
and malke an aponrecistion of the vhole® position as he, ore than any
other officer, was familiasr with the area concernsd, )

he proximity of Dickson Tower also Tacilitated an ingnection
Ltion and its activity. i
realised that althoush the southeastern cuarter of the
Bloex had been surrounded hy a spring burn, most of the burning was
tern and northern portions with a very inadeguate perimeterp
he south and east.,

Following a auick inspection along Naster Road and Diclkson
Road and & sketching of the inadequately burned sections, he return-—
ed to Dickson Tower, surveyed the fire and reported the nosition %o

Hannup.

He also advised Wannup that hs wonld withdraw Talbot's nen
from Hopkins Road and make nis base on Dickson Road at its Junction
with Baster Road.

The wind 211 the morning unp to this time was a northeassterly
with a tendency to swing north after 11 a.m.

8 After a meal at Hopkins Road, both the 7illow Spring sang
and Barlee gang were moved, as arranged, south to Dickson Road after
Tilling up their water bags at Hasten Brook. They arrived st the
selected bhase about midday and almost immediately thereafter,‘a
third geng arrived from Glenoran.

9s The plan of action at this stage with the wind prediction
northeast to southeast and a later sea breeze (iee. from the south-— !
ey and Dickson

west) was to nrepare firelines for burning, around Eas
Roads where the spring burning had failed, with a view 1o buriing
out the remainder of the Block late in the day if their hand was not
Torced at an earlier period. Tt apneared that the whole western
half of the surrounded areas was &lready well burnt and with the
predicted winds, the position appearsd to he fairly well in hand.
The main concern of D/F. Pears was that with the northeasterly winds
the fire might reach DickssnRosa between Ref. Trees 0¥ 51/2 and

GX 51/1 before the sea breeze came in. He therefore disposed the

- fresh Glenoran gang on this sector to rake ready Tor Dback burning
and placed the Willow Spring gang in the sector east of the water—
hole and the junction of Raster and Dickson Roads, They also were
instructed to rake the fireline parallel to and about L o 5 c¢chns.
north of and west of Xaster Road,

10. Hesnwhile although not obvious to the men on the ground,
tower reports show that the wind had been veering from northeast
to north and northwest, but it was not stronz at this stage. When
D/F. Pears realised that it peared to be definitely in the north-
west about 1.45 pem., it was gpvarent to him that ir it freshened,
the fire would reach the sector held by the Willow Spring gang
rather than that held by the lcnoran gang. ile therefore instructed
Overseer Rising to clear up the approacil and access to the water-—
hole (where it was rather badly overgrown) » that it would be
readily availeble for the filling of pumper wnits. Overseer Rising
obtained one man from the gang some 200 yds. or more to the east

and returned with him to carry out this worlk, :

The heavy duty driver was sent back to his unit to bring it ;
Torward. :
The fire now apveared to be approaching rapidly although

still some distance away and D/F. Pears instructed that back-
lighting should commence under +he supervision of 4A/%., Talbot,

Hesnwhile D/F, Pears went immediately to bring up the
Glenoran sang snd Flrinthar nimmer smmida oo LT



From this point on, descriptions are somewhat confused as (’ED
things moved with amazing speed, ‘ '
5ix men & the Willow Spring gang appear to have been spread
out over the raked fireline with Overseear Rising at the western end
and McCorkill at the eastern extremity, &2 perhaps 300 or 100 yvards
awvay. Valentine started lighting with Overseer Rising following
him closely, Howevery lighting waes proceeding so readily that
“ Rising decided a second lighter was unnecessary and therefore patroll-
~ed the sector as it was 1lit by Valentine. Lighting had been proceed-
ing for a bare five minutes or so when Valentine noticed that fires
were spotting up behind him on unburnt country and he called to some
of his mates to come and deal with the Thop-overs". Two of them
promptly dealt with the first one or iwo hop-overs until it was
apparent that it was lighting in many places, and any further back
burning - was futile. K. Barrett therefore ran back to tell Overseen
Rising,(as the whole area by now was covered in heavy smoke), only
to find that he was cul off by flames across the track and could
not get through to Rising. He returned to the men and they immediate-—
ly decided to ge® out by crossing the Y} chn. strip to Easter Road,
There was some loss of time here as Butler went back to get MeCorkill
and another maen who were believed’'to be still on the fireline. How-
ever McCorkill gnd this other man had themselves retired to the road
- and after some shouting and confusion, all six men evidently got to o
the road. ' ' : | _ ] . g

Arevr—

The apparent escape route along the Easter Road running north
was Tound to have been crossed by another tongue of fire and the
men were thus cut off with fire both left and right of. them.

tie]

Valentine and McCorkill disagreed on which direction they
shovld strike into the scrub from thisg road, Valentine indicating
it should be almost due east and McCorkill wished to go southeast.
Whether or not he realised that this was the shortest distance to
Dickson Road and an easterly escape is not Inown, but certainly
McCorkill although aged, was the most experienced bushman in this
group. The rest of the men were apparently some 100 yards or so
further west. Meanwhile, Valentine from whom this description was
obtained, struck out through the heavy scrub followed closely by
K. Barretts Although patches were lighting up around them they
apparently made their way downhill through serub of ti-tree and
netic some 6 to 8' high, to a point below the Junction -of two
- small gullies which joined and flowed northwards to Easter Brook.

Heavy green scrub under a €anopy of karri gave them a slight respite
in the creek bed before they burst through on the far side and made -
their way to the ridge top where the going was somewhat easier and
the scrub of lesser height. They followed a-course curving south-
west along the ridge and came out on Dickson Road about a mile and
a quarter east of Easter Roade Looking back before striking outfam
the track, the last they saw was McCorkill entering the scrub from

- the track with the other men running up the track towards him.

R

15 i er o

H
I
I
5
2
)
i
£

: Apparently the party of four struck out in,a course midway
- between thatl taken by Valentine and that in which Mcoorkill origin-
ally desired to go. They progressed about 18 thns. and crossed
the head of the first creek before being overcome and collapsing

in a small group around the butt of a large marri tree.

, ‘The remainder of the gang ineluding the overseer and A/F.
Talbot withdrew up Dickesn Road to the west. Two of them, i.e.
Talbot and Rising had to meske their way through a short section of
a few yards where fire was burning both sides of the road, but
beyond that the road was clear to the west. They thought at the
time that the rest of the men would be able to withdraw northwards
along Rkaster Road, not being aware that anothenp tongue of fire had

cut off this escape route.

The time of this extreme fire activity and break throuch
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About 3 wem. A/F. Talbot sent Rising avewnd the fire by
Sands Road, Ifopkins Road and haster 20ad tn seeck the rest of the
zang. They travelled sounth down Tnater Roand almosi as far as Bastler
Brook, vhere the fire was raging across the voad on both sides of
the Brook, hut shounts failed to locate the missing men.

A% L,15 oem. they received by radio on llopkins Road, the
forecast for the following day before returning to the néwly
established bose near the junction of Sands and Dickson Roads.

Heanwhile, about 3 p.m., &/F. Talbot went southi.esh along
Ragter Road, scuthesstwards along Iffley Road and northessterly
along Corconation Road with the object of travelling westwardids along
Dickson Road in a search for the missing men. However, he found
tihe head-fire was burning close to Coronetion Road (i.e. more them
two miles shead of the breaX-through point) and he proceeded no
further north as he feared he would he cut off il he Aid so. e
then returned to the new base, where the men were assembled and
resting.

At 5.50 p.ms the main group was Joined by ¥wo of the missing
men, i.e. Valentine and Barreti. It appears that after breaking out
ahead of the fire they had eircled bsck to Dickson Road in a souther-
ly direction and then welked eastwards to its Junction with
Corconation Road.

After the heat of the main fire had pessed, Overseer Rising
drove along Dickson Road in an easgterly direction to a noint about
1% miles east of Easter Road through the fire blackened area, but
seeing no sign of the men and cncountering a lot of burning debris
on the road, he returned to base. He had just missed the two men,
who wwere then returning on feot in a westerly direction and actually
walked about 4} miles to rejoin the main groun near the Sends Rozd
junction. These two men feared the worst, i.c. thal their mates
had been caught in the fire although it was felt by othera that they
probably had escaped but had wandered out in some other direction
throvzh the bush.

. After 6.30 p.m. A/F. Talbot and the ¥illow Spring men
returned to EBaster Road to search for the Tour missing men. They
eventually Tound where the men had abazndoned their Tour raltes aboutb
%+ chain in from the road but it wes then too dark to proceed any
further and they returned to the base at the Junction of Sunds and
waster Roads about 3 D.m.

11. During the ni~ht no organiscd search was deemed vpossible

as D/F. Pears considered the risk of losing other men in the dari-—
ness was too zreat and his whole attention was then concentrated
on the strategy and taectics to contain the fire by burning from
existing roads during the night while conditions wvere mild. In

the course of* this work, &/F. Talbot penetrated a nwiber of roads
such o Bastwin Road and Jubiles Ro:zd in the hopes of pieking up
Tootprints of the miissing men and he examined areas of soft soil

or send wherever they appeared on sections of these roads, but with
negative results. -

By dawn the #illow Spring gang had been out Tor one day and
two nights end were relieved at 7 a.ms by a Jarrahwood gang. However
the men did not wish to return until their missinpg mates were locat<

ed,.

A/F. Talbot returned to the tower and advised Wannup by
'nhone et 7.45 a.ms that the position was serious and the Police
and & minister should be informed that the men were missing. Dy
thig time he was convinced they would not be found alive. lie gsked -
that search pearties be orpanised without delay. His Tour men had
already gone to search for the missing men near the place where they:

vere lagt seene

Teaving the tower, #/F. Talbot took Forest Guard F.G. Vince -
ond three more men to the snot where the rakes were found. ithin




about half-sn-hour he found the bodies of the missing men,

At 9.30 a.m. D/F. Pears reported by 'phone to [

p the bodies had been found and reguested that arrangemen

to notify the settlement before the return of the meEn.  A.DLFP,0,

Horison immediately notiried the Police (Constable Johnson) who

Was then organising search parties from men at the sawmill of +the

Kavei Timber Co. The Search arrangenments were cancelled ang '
Constable Johnson went out to the scene of the tragedy ang arrang-

ed fob the bodies to be removed to Nannup. ' : ;

{ , .

During the next threec days of inguiry, close contaet was
maintained with the loeal police and the visiting Detective- :
Sergeant Sullivan. The Scene of the tragedy was visited in company :
with A/F. Talbot and ¥essrs. Valentine and Barrett and a fairly
clear picture of the events during the critical fire break-through’ 5
was obtained. Copies of the statements given by the men are being 4
made available by the Police angd will be attached to this report
when received. . ' ‘

annup that
ts be made

WM

REGIONAT SUPERINTENDENT ,

8/1/58,
D#RS/PS.

N.B, During the days 2nd and 3rd instant, radio communication
conditions were very bad, and nearly all messages and

=]

reports were passed by telephone.from Dickson Tower,
involving some delay in travelling to and from the Tower.

foa perit 15 Db~ Segert osillhin. ) 18| a9 Hir regrie’
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Aa requested 1 attach herewith o renort covering the
¢ of four men in the Nanaup District on Thursdaye

death by fir
arranged wilth Wannup office

13 e
As verbally requssted,
o furnish to the Wannup Police Station =
Ain '80' scale map of the fire locality indicsting
the five, and wind directions.

i

(2)
the progress of
(D) /4 20 chains to one 1nch trocing the area of the
bragedy.
.
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AMiEM, 7ih January, 1958.

- MILESI. CHMO.

Dat, Sat. Sullivan, .
Criminal Investiga%ion Burean,

PERTI.
Easter Blook Fire 1.3 Januery 1958
H'$h ' ' I forwaxd herewith a suumary of the _ .

events prior to and during the recent fire in
Faster snd Iffley Blocks as promised,

Plansg of the nain fire area, and
large scale plant of the aréa wherc the men
were killed, togebheér with a report of thelr
actions prior to the tragedy will come for-
vard within the next day or so.

S



BASTER  TLOCK FIRE - ot - 3rd JANUARY, 1958,

I¥ is customary for the Department 4o
carry out an "advance burn" over country ahoudb
to be worked by a sawnill, prior to the commencenent
of logging operations. _ -

The object of this burn is to remove the
scrub and heavy leaf litier to nmake it easier for
the fallers to work, and to reduce the fuel bed,
in caso a fire should be started accidentally by
the bush wvorkers in the course of thelr operations.

Such a fire, in dangerous weather con
ditions, could, of course, have disasterous results.

Such a turn was carried out on 2nd Docenber,
1957, over an area of approximately 400 acres in
Easlter Block, bounded by Hopkins rosd on the north,
Eastier road on the east, Dickson road on the acuth,
and Sands road on the west.

, Thia burn was patrolled on 3rd and 4th
Decenber ans was considered safe. ,

_ It was kpown that the burn was only round
the edges of the area, to a depth varying from a
few chains to nearly a mile, and that there was unw
burned forest in the centre of the Block.

_ Iu & normal year, this unburned country
would have bteen burnt out piecemeal under favouranble
contditions later in the season.

, However, as bad fire weather continued, and

the Minister prohibited a1l 1ighting of fires in the
open, under Section 2L of the Bush Fires Act, it was
considered wise not to do any further burning in the
area until after tho first Autumn rains.

0n the noxning of llth Decenber, the towers
reported a suall smoke in the south-west corner of the
area, wWhere there was known to he a pocket of iinburned
Karri scrubs. The smoke did not develop.

On the moxning of the 12th December another
émell smoke, which died out, way reported from the
Same¢ general aren.

_ No further smokes were sighted from the area
untillllb hours on lst January 1958, despite the fact
that there is o lookout tower only a mile from the
ares .

On 26th Decanber, 5 points of rain were re.
glatered at Namup, followed by 35 points on the 28th,
and a further 3 points an the 30th.

At 1115 hours on 18% January 1958, a swall
vhite suoke wa8 reported at the centre of the northern
portion of the area, upproximately half a nile south
nf Honkina rasd_

.
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The hazard forecast was High Sunmer, with
north-gast to south.wast winds, veering southerly
during the day, indicating a cool moist afternoon
and evening. =

It being a holiday, ne regzular gangs
vere avallable, but a man and a youth were sent out to
investigate, and report back to Kannup.

frs'
i

s

At 2 p.m, this patrol reported that the
fire wvas small in area, approximately 2 acres, but
burning freely. ‘ '

The available men at Willow Springs, then
an oversee and Bix me¢n ernd a youth, under Assistant
Foreater J. Palbot were instriucted to proceed to the
fire to bring it under conirol during the evening and

nigh‘k ]

‘Ko difficulties were anticipated as the
weathar was not severe, and the areas was surrounnded

by burned country.

The 4.15 p.m. forecast for next day was much
the same as for the lat, with the expectation of a
south~easterly in the a%ternaoni A1l the counmiry to
+he north and north.west of the fire was well burng,
and would hold it. '

Howvever this gang experisnced considerable
difficulty in getting in o the fire and at 7 p.m,
Talbot reported that they would need more men and a
dozer to assist thenm. .

. The gang carried on with suppressive measures,
but as usual in this country the fire died out to a
great extent at night and when 1t Wecame impossible to
find the fire face in the darkness they pulled out to

rest +1i11 first light next day.

At 2 a.m. on Thursday 2nd Januvary, they were
joined by ‘the Barlee Brook gang, and the two gangs
began; work on the fire at first light, approximately . ¢
4.30 AsMs ’

These two gangs made good progress with the
fire in rought going, but by 6 a.m. it became odbvious
that the fire¢ was beginning to move strongly and at
8.15 Talbot reported that he had noet surrounkd the
fire, and needed more men.

The forecast for the day, given at 7.45 s.m.
was slightly higher than the previous two days, but
still with the promise of an sfternoon sea breeze,.

e e

Forester Pears arrived aﬁrthe fire at approx;
mately 9 a.m. and took charges the (lenoran gang and
a dozer were on the way to ¢$he fire. :

At this time the area of the fire, as fixed by .
tower bearings, was approximstely 100 acres. o

Pears decided that no good purpose would be
served by trying to attack the fire facs, as the fire
was beginning o 1lift badly,and the work would prob-

ably be wasted anyway.



In antieipation of the forecasted after. {

Hoon sea breeze he elected to wait for the fire on
Dickson road and BEaster road, and bumm back against
the fire when the time was opportune, making use of
previously burnt country to help Kold the fire.

This was a wigse move and normally would almost

certainly have succeeded,

However, what Pears did not lmow, was that

the forecast vas wrong and that

instend of a dea bresze,

a "front" was approaching the fire ares and 1t"probably
even then too late to do anything to hold the fire on

Dickson and Easter rosds.

dust bkefore 2 p.n. the raking was completed and a start
vas made with the counter firing,

. About this time, probabl between 2,15 ang
2,40 p.m. the "frontw passed over the area, and as is
usual in these circumgtances, the fire "exploded®

8 miles south-south-east of the

point where the main

fire erossed Dickson road and 5 miles south-east of the
most southerly point of the final fire face,

It vas at this time that the fire victins vere

engulfed and died.

Details of this tragedy are the subject of a
separate report, but the main cause of it was the fac§
that as the front approached the fire zone the head
fire had Yeached the gteep, heavily fuelled Faster Brook,

running east-west across Raster

Road, and the funnel effect

of this wvalley caused an upsurge of the fire towards the

east and aocross Easter road,

The main head fire, travelling south-south-east

cut aoross Dickson road and divi
spread out along this road, into
There were two members
of the fire, and safe, and slght
east side of the break through,

Iwo of these raced thj

ded the gang, who were
two sections.

of the gang to the west
menbers cut off on the

ough the head fire to

safety while the remaining six took the logical escape
route to the noth-east along Easter read.

However this route had

been cut by the freak

gpur of fire that had raced u Baster Brook and the

only remaining route wasg to the
two tongues of fire.

sBouth-east between the

After the break through, ali 8angs were with.
drawn from the fire to rest and prepare to take steps

to contain the fire as condition
the braal ant.

8 improved following




. had been lightly burned over by the advance burn of
December 2nd, but since i% was cool and damp the litter
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This is the normal proceedure under thess
conditions, and work began again on the fire-face
at 10 p.me on the Thursday, continued all night
gnd by 8.25 a.m. on Friday 3rd of January, the fire
vas reported under control.

Patrol and mop-up proceeded along normal
lines through Saturday, Sunday and Mondsy and is
continuing. ‘

On Sunday moxning an attempt was made to
locate the site of the origin of the fire as pin pointed
by the towers to ascertain, if possible, the actuall

CaUuse,

Approximately at the point of origin, some 40
chains south of Hopkine road there was found a small
karri swvamp area with a spring of water at the head
of a gully. There was evidence to show that this area

had not been burned down to mineral soil, but there

;,remained 2 heavy layer of duff which had dried out
after being exposed by the removal of the top layer
- .and some covering scrub by the advanoe burn. :

On this area there was standing an old punky
karri stag some 35 £%. high at the base of which was
e deep bed of recent ashes, some 20 ft. long, leading
to a still burning punky log which was obviously the
top section of the still standing stag.

There wag evidence on the ground that a very
light fire had crept around in this swampy area singe
the original burn and on the edge of the swamp there
vas a slteep spur that had burned very hotly in the

new fire,

From all the evidence on the spot it is a
reasonable assumption that this old dead karri was
smouldering in s punk pocket some 35 ft. from the
ground and eventually the fire so weakened the tres
that the top fell out.

The break up of the top on striking the ground,
incidentally it struck and up-rooted a green tree in
its path, thus roughly establishing the time of fall,
stirred up the fire in the log and ignited the drying
leaf litter in which it lay.

Thia fire slowly spread until it in turn
ignited the litter on the surrounding unburned forest,
giving rise to the main fire, detected at 11.15 a.m.
on morning of January lst.

vy
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PATANZUD WITT,

THR CONSERVATOR AND. STAFR
FORESTS DEPARTHMENT _ JOIN ME
EXPRESCING TO YOU MY
AND DEEP - SYMPATHY N
RECENT SAD PEREAVEHENT

%

He Be GRAHAM

OF

REAT,
OUR

MINISTER FOR FORESTS.

6/1/58
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THE Forestry departﬁient settlement
of Willow Springs was almost de-

serted today.
"The widows and 16

men burnt to death had gone to stay with
and ‘friends in Manjimup and

- relatives
Nannup.

- Residents- who stayed|

- did not want to discuss
the tragedy. = | .
- Men's Voices thicken-
ed when they told of the
fire that- swept through
tall’ ‘timber .about 20

miles from Nannup on

Thursday. -
Funeral arrangements
have not béen finalised,
Tentative arrange-
ments are that John
- Francis Wiltshire-Butler
{37), and Robert John-
ston. (30); will be buried
in Manjimup tomorrow.
Jan Hilliger (37), and
Gieorge Henry (Snow)
McCorkill (64), will be
buried in Nannup late to-

ay. .

- Distress was not con-
-fired to = the Willow
Springs settlement.

Dance Cancelled . -
Soon after hearing of
the trageédy, the Nannup

Road Board cancelled af

ublic . farewell: and
ance to Agent-General
E, K. Hoar, former MIL.A
for the district.. -
-+ A few cars and trucks
rrived in. the town for
e dance but when ihe
cancellation was- known
the people quietly. re-
turned to their homes.
" The plight of the 16
; orphaned children ‘is the
concerit of all in Nannup.
Groups of businessmen
nd the RSL are discuss-
how. they could best
assist the dependants of
the men. -The RSL Is
articularly interested in
_the problems of Mrs.
. Wiltshire-Butler.

_Her. husband served -

voverseas in the AIF dur-
sing World WarzII, She
; 1235' eight children under
o Wiltshire-Butler’s _pen-
igner father,..John Ed-
twine~- Willshire - Butler
“(64),-arrived at Willow
Springs af 5.30 am, lo-
day to take Mrs. Will-
‘shire-Butler and her

children to her sister;jn-

iaw at Dalgatip.~ -

SUARY b, 1958,

children of the  four

PUTCHMAN Jan

-Hilliger: (37)—one
of . four  forestry.
workers burnt to.
death in the Nannup:
bushfire—had been on;
the job only three;
months.

When he walked info;
the Dutch Congulate inj
Septeinber to notify of ai
change of address, he.
had been out of work:
some time. :

He was almost ready:
to-give up hope for a job!
to keep his wife Cornelia
(34) and -his four child-.
ren aged 12, 10, 5 and 1.

“That job with-the For-
estry Department- saved:
his pride and faith,” said;
a Consulate 'spokes‘manl
today. “He was so glad
to get it and to him his

Sick Child

‘Mrs. Hilliger, who was .
in Perth -to see one of
her four children who is
seriously ill, returned. to
Nannup last night.

The Hiliigers: canie
from Holland in 1955, ..

The Consulate spokes-
mar could not say what
would be done to help
‘Mrs. Hilliger and® her:
four chiidren. !

“But  from pr'eviousl
cages here the Govern-
ment has provided gen-
erously for such families
left in a tight corner”
he said. —

. niesecasdasesd

future seemed assured.

NEOTIA R R

Inquiry
Likely

(JOVERNMENT investt: |
. gations are likely}

. the firé.

into the Willow Springs
fire trapgedy. o

Forestry - Pepartment!
gzgmn_al superintendent:

.-Stéwart and-fire con--
trol superintendent -A. Ji-
Milesi are in Nannup to
gather information. on

. At 4 a.m. today gepart-

. ment employees inspect-}
ed the blaze and it now

appears to be under con-

trol. . .
- But it ‘would be jmpos-
- sible to forecast whether

the blaz&. would _flare
%gain, _Stewart 'said to-

ay. . . . :
. It weather conditions
remained codl it was un-|.

rther trouble.

gg ly -that there would|

7,/55
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aﬁ»gemce with' the F;
‘l_e: year or less, .. e
&/sEVell were a gang, of workihen s

106 Springs, a tiny Forestiy Depart
%&%ﬂf blsh 15‘-fniles:'sbulh-£ast

i e

L

; m newd; TR
Lkth; Victin “(62) - was sl

survivots had ‘wotked

u£;170 miles Iroim. Py

ineorBhil the himi
ortable 65 per cén : :

ted Yo cool off ' little-By Sunday, |,
nklers and:fixed hoses mist not -
A and 8 pan in the mélropoli:
§-bétween Canning Bildge and Me.




® Me, Cnrn:lm Hl“l,!r, ST
?Eeyes who- wos. in Perth ot tha - -

‘l' Hme of the” Irugedy, with -
her 12yearpld son Wil- -
* Kam, ~Ma. Hilliger hod - -
biought -her,: &-yeirold -
;uu to hspml byt rush- - -
d back te Monnup ofter . -
. Mnnng the ‘nevs of her- - -

. lusbcnd; Jeulh b o

of deoth hung over the - -
humlet of Willow

of the tragedy thar. had
. Jswept this- litﬂ hamlet '

elght chlldren faken - to°
stay with relathres at Pa.l- .

xamp

Wldow s gnef

Tmfvo siw  Mrs, Robert
o, l_lc;mst‘. ool

wo SRHIbehEra Tl



EOUr Mo wean I NI SAMISUUY. ¥ OfEC 0T
, four mey, were mariied and ‘they had 16 chi

ng:-:

Id

+ appeal to as_éis’ff;t_ljfsf's:f."r-ig:k'féfh families, The'cheqize
will come from Timesw'_brds'"Tru_sf Accoynt, - -

IIIIIHHIJIIHIUIIIHlllilllilllllflllllllll

‘The Sundoy Times £250. will head . Statewide

P; 0“ Thf(l'l‘sday were :
day by all th men Fror
f Willow Spring

ALety:, 1¢.
- beside me - at
‘the death tun;- -
They must have died
i’romﬁg;hgg smoke -and exs

shirt-slesves, . | We could see where the
$Fotestry workers; timber g}eg‘:hafij{f{eey.j‘iglqting the
Hillers, 'mateslofutheb d‘izq ares, oo et
en- stood silen ¥ -uesldel - yve could- LCWORLe. thel 10 Rt
e g intp| Bré " had’.raced .. towards| D8 o :
Tetery o Naunupfire. ad Bhey b s o] es rday-at: Monjlmup
ol - We. foind -theif “chatred Hadther ??Jf,lﬁ%'svﬁtgi vietims, -
e hey had:dtopped asfodest.  Jo foirth ian. |
John . Frandls -~ Wiltshire . -
Butler,. will - be. -buried at
nup . this” affernogn; - -

haustion” efore: th
¢ ted th

strict and was not soly > 1
mowél"h?mfrlzm'tb%ﬁgm > hiag| 10 Nantup: to tiquize iage . -
mradeship tha L ‘Batrett, ‘who haq|l® Nannup:to inquire in
fo1d  tragedy had( - Kevin' ‘Bairett, -who hj the-four deathiss . oo

ed brought (5 - hig|taced Just-ahead .of them| ¢ 10 oAt

i e'ma%y who had|{tom”the flameés and had| ® Contlnued'on. P.3 -
kvown him fn life. s T e

1e-funerals were separ-

. Hilliger’s- first, hen

orkhill’s, '

any in the crowd wore

k-bands.

sxITs. Hilliger was at her

’§band’s funeral, the

; d gum];; Deb-Sgt:: 7. Sifvas, of
and B G béen st

cken widow supported
WO0. women friends,

Death run .
tlier i’ the” day T had
t over. the death

e-the" four men’ had
as they ran from the
be :

hi Chief Fire Control
cer A: J. Milesi, local
LoTEstry men, Nannup eon- i
stable “Ken Johnson arid ;
C .survivors  of . Lhe P
edy, Kevin Barretf and
-Vailem_;ine.-— the two
had raced to safefy ]
head of the four who
=~ I went out .to ¥
gzasterblock 20 miles from:
Natnup, the scene of the.

aredy, :

grned,  the  high serub



Australian history.

Tywo.other forestry work-  stage the fire was on & two- §
ers, running -barely 80([milé front.” - &

yards. in--front of their
fellows, .§ )
aftera 24

efpht children. . -
Jan Hilliger (37), married
with four children,

G'l {64}, single.

-+6 children are all un-[a _few hours' rest-ie were
at it again at 4 a.m. yestep-

40&:;—12- years of age.

{FROM PETER FINNY'
. NANNUP, Fri—Four forestry workers were burnt &
" to ‘death ‘15 miles from ‘here yesterday afterncon as
they {ried desperately to escape from 2 firé blazing
eut of control on a four-mils. front, ' ;
.This is one of the worst bushfire tragedics jn West

eachied safety | workers ‘fried to cut away
low serub near the intersec-
N e tlon. of Easterroad and.
.f'{,'he-__d_gad {ng'r}.were. : Di:‘clon-road, In an effort to
John Francls, Wiltshire- | confine the fire to an nren
Butler (37), married with |of abaut ten squdre mlles. ..
Durlng the first night 1t
Jumped b%:h n?‘ac:% and thﬁ'.
men were kept hard at wor

Ront Joimatin | an) | Be8 N o b wl e
G- =g Henry (Snow) Me | Hghting. -

Barrett sald the forestr

Barrett continued: “After

- All the men and their fami-{day (Thursday).

Hes-lived, In the hamlet ot

Willow: Springs, 17 miles{takén a firm grip and - we
found that most of us had

from Nannup.

“The fiie by this time had

Surging into a sudden WY |1 retreat to Easterroad

-on - New Year's Day thelind try to maka a five-
bushfire at’ Easferblock, :hain J;;re break.” :

south-east  of , ‘Nannup,
swept through - karrl and

At 1030 am.. yestérday

red gum tress between 100 the original nine men " were

and 120 feet tall. !
Smouldering

Jearby area was burnt off

jolned by Vallentlne and
Johnston who . answered
thefr call for aid.
. | Barrett saild the fire cen-,
It apparently started from {tinued to move yesterday §
1 smouldering tree that-had {1ealnly in an easterly direc- -
seen left burning when a|tiom. ] P
t} Early in the afterncon the
by forestry offlcers aboutlfire jumped .the five-chiain
two months ago. Hre %

At 3 pm! on Wednesday]{sald: “The only thing weé
iMne men from  Willow{could do was run*

break "and, as Barretl

Springs, Raymond Thomas
{22}; James McCrone (30});

Joseph Barrett (25)§ assist.
=t forester. - John , Talbot
54y, his'son John and-thyes -

oif
Teht the

ey W
Jam

tﬁedead'mer_l left " to[ .’ o " 2
o1 A Mystery:
A man with-a deep-gash-In{
his: left-arm. Wl \ :

-to-be'a ki

Witiiam Rising (30); Kevin‘AArm-_ __Oi.ll"ld :

| Haggard -aﬁd unshaven,

“|| Bareegt (25%, ore ‘of -the

foresity " worker . Kevin §

itors of the. Nanniip
Ttfire, Kas o meal after.
; HE fought dhe

-hou

L
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18506/7/58—10m,

FORESTS DEPARTMENT

To.....Conservator. . . of. . Forests,....
Forests Department, Western Australia

S 513 44,7 WSO Reference—H.0

Local. 10/1: ...........

3 Attentioh Mr Stewart.
154y %

A quote has been received for construction,

labour only, of the above, for the sum of twenty
pounds.

Approval 1s sought to accept this gquote.

A2 B L

AD.F.0.

ARH/MAL, %

o
"b‘



Forests Department,

P ERTH.

Zrd July,‘1958.

Dear Sir,
Nannup Fire fppeal.

The above appeal has now closed with the following
amount collected by this Department - :

Forests Department Starrs £1,025. 13, 3.
Sawmillers and Staff £1,058. 5. 6,
Other Government Departments '

(State and Commonwealth) £1,427. 1.11.
Other 759, 1. 7.

£4,270., 2. 3.

Due to the ‘excellent response to our circulars, the
appeal has been very successful, and the future welfare of the
widows and children of the unfortunate vietims of this tragedy,

assured,
I wish to thank you and your staff most sincerely
for your excellent and generous co-operation. )

Yours faithfuily,

CONSERVATOR Q¥ FORESTS. e

./
r:"{ ,Q‘)

A
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"HEST AUSTRALIAN" WEDNESDAY, 26th FEBRUARY, 1958,

|NANNUP FIRE:

]| #rs. Wllt«shlre-'].ﬁ e:“ whose husband was’ one s of
four forestry WOrkers kllled in the Nannup bush-

g flre la.st montl:t .
) T w] Mrs: Butler has moved .
tinto a - -State Housing
Commission " home. . at
- Bayswater with her
eight chlldren aged
one to 11. : -
“T-do nhot think. there is¢-
.any country in. the ‘world
- .where people would help
‘ag wholeheartedly as
/they - have- done here,”
‘Mg, Buﬂer sald yester-
day -
i Strangers a5 . well as
ifriends  had’ been kind
iand- helpful “since -the
'tragedy, she said. ¥ive
:0f her children had start- |i
:e§ school at’ Bayswater
She was born in” Alex |
_;andua Egypt, and met
{ her husband John Fran-
cigt W:ltshlre Butier who
| wa$’ . serving -with the
TRAAT, through the
'kAustrahan Club in A]ex--
{ andria.

e

e g

+



ACH EGY

17th Jamuary, 1958.

¥re. Be Monkhouse,
"Manjimp~larren Tines,
ANTIMUD,  Wele

Dgar 81iv,
It 18 noted in your issue of the 8th Jammry,
that a Reldef Fund has been started at Manjimup foy
the widows and children of the Nanmip Bushfiye victims,
Efforts are being made to form a Joint eamittee to
amalgemate all funds, and appoint trusteess, Until thie
is done it is suggested that you would be wise to hold
the money celleoteds - If, bowever, you wish to pace it
ony the Foregts Depariment 4s prepaved to reeaive 1%,
ipsue receipts and moke acknewledgments. £o fay the
Forests Pepartment has in hand more than £1,000, and
expegtes that much more will still be received, av a
result of eircularising all sawnill organisations,
Government Deparfments, and all f£leld staff of the
Forests Dapariment,

To dat¢ the Head Office staff of the Foreosts
Dapartment hes donated more than £200.

Yours feithfully,

PP

ERRERAE . R



HEAN J IMUP-¥WARREN TIVES" WEDNESDAY, 8th

JANUARY, 1958,

e g

_ al seasons,

——

" MANIWUP OPERS FUND
- FOR DEPENDANTS
OF BUSHFIRE VICTIMS

The wave of horror. which swapt'Ndnnﬁp on Thurs-

day afternoon last, when four forestiy Witkers were

burnt to death as thev tried to es fpe ‘from’ a- bush fire

blozing out of: control on g

anjimup,

Sympathy = immediately
'went out to the thrée widows
and 16 children left father-
less. . :

Two of thé victims were

buried in Manjimup,
" Robert  Johnston. (30),
married, . with four childven,
was interreq in the Mahnji-
lmup cemetery on Saturday
afternoon. - oo

John Franels . Wiltshire
Builer (37), married- father
of eight children, was g
frainee. tobacco grower from

t Manjimip who farmed g

biock at Northeliffe for secer-

Then he “worked at the

AKauri Timber - Comgany’s_

mill in -~ Northeliffe efore
shifting to Willow Springs, .

At tho ‘furletdl :on ‘Simday
afternoon gk . Ma jiriup
membery of the local R.ST.
formed .a guard of honour

|and Mr. Alf Fry soundeq fhe
‘| Last Post ancmlzrl%em_aﬂle.g

“At-the.request_of prominent

| Warren Times” hag consented

citizens the - “Manjimup-
toact as a Iéceiving fgenit
for ‘donations . towards the

- Manfimip, . i
‘The day it opened £23/10/-"

Widows' ! li‘ei.’.:.'ti‘un‘cl_ opened |

M-, Ton s § o

Was subscribed, donated by

four-mile froit, extended to

the ‘following -

B: T..and A, W. Wheatley,
Bridgetown, £10/10/-; Sym-
pathy, £5: 7. and Coy.,
Bridgetown, £6;  J. J. John-~
ston, "Manjimup, £1; R.
Mohkht._iuge, Manjimup g1,

BOARD DOESNT WANT

PRIVATE WORKS

‘Manjimup Road Board ijs
keen to leave private - works
to private enterprise.

It has decided ‘that, after
present obligations have been
met, it will not. carry out
any further  private works,

.with the, exception of grad-

ing, -which must have the ap-
proyal of thé hoard,.
~ Where the hoatd’s plant
is used on private works . the
following scale -of  chargey]
opérate: TD9 dozér £3 per
hour, trficks 30/- per . hour,
grader 840 ang Fordson 45/
per hour, cat 12 giadér 70/~
per hour, X 212
. Recenb purchases, the 213
ader charge was fixed af;

60/- per hotir and the new’

D6 dozer at 90/- per hour, - -

.
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T SLEEICOSTELLOD.

THE FoRESTSs DEPASTMENT SN PERTH HAD ASSUMED THE
RESEONSIHILITY oF PROVIBLEG PER HISEDIATE ﬂEEﬁﬁrﬂﬁ THE wiooNg

AND BIXTEEN YOUNG GHILDAEN of THE THREE MEN BUSHNT TO DEATH IN A

e NEAR Naknup ol THURSDAY,

A FOURTH MAN WHO LEOT HIS LIFE IN THE FIRE HAD NO PAMILY,
ALk THE MER WERE FoReavs DepARTMENT EHP&&‘;‘EE%

Two OF THE MEN WERE BURIED TODAY AT ManNups THE oTHER

THO WLl BE BURIED YOMORAOE s~ ONE AT MANJIMUP ANG ONE AT NANNUP,

Tug CoNoErRVATOR of ForEsTe, '_Ma;. HARRDS, samp Tiitg
AFTEANCON THAT HE FELT SURE GFFICERS OF THE DESARTMENT WOuLD
SUBSCR IBE FRIVATELY TO A PLND FOR THE FAMILIES WNICH WAS STARTED
TOBAY BY THE AUCTRALIAN YorKErRs! UnioN IV PERTH.

2w - : v

> MEAWILEy THE SOUTHERN GUFERINTENDENT OF THE -ﬂﬁaﬁammﬁf;}

, i o 3 (il i
Mry STEGART AMD THE CHIGE FIRE GONYROL OFFICHR, Mae MiLES),
AR HN NANNUP TO INVESTIGATE THE GAUSE OF THS FIRF.

DETRETIVE SERGEANT SULLIVAN oF THE Csl.Be 16 AtSo

MAHING INVEGTIGATIONS ON THE SPGTy .

5 ¥

for your information
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~ They Died For
~ Their Country- |

THOSE . four vietims of the South-West - bush.
fires died tighting. for thig country as surely
".as_any soldiers in-a war, ) - -
The people of. the, district have rallied around
the widows: and chﬂdren,'as"bugh' people do, and

" immediate welfare. - ] )
But it should, and 1 hope will, go further than
that in this generous State, : ‘

The children of the vietiths should not .be less
well looked, after than those of men who died in

‘wartime battles, - .- :
ese men were fighting one of our most feros
! cious and destructive natural enemies, doing their

expect of a soldier. :
Apart from whafever pensions angd compensa-
tions the families get, a trust, committee, or sujt.
-able Government department should keep an eye -
: on those kids until they are out in the world ang
working for themselves. .
- They've got many years ahead before then, and
what can happen “to big, fatheriess famileg hit
iby hard tmes is dreadful, - . T

L]
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telephoned Nannup. today to. of-
fer £20 to get a fund started.

_sistance’ be’ given to the victimg'

ehopd

in: "commg ‘for. the -

Sprmgs bushflre- v1ct1ms

. Australian - Warkers: © . Union - ;

organiser Jack Walsh' toHay start
ed an .appeal with a donation of: -
£5. ‘He asked that donations; be |
sent. to the AWU office | in James-
[ ’

Jal‘lahWODd timber - workers' :

Within two +hours £40° had been
raised.

Conservator of Forésts Harris
today:’ urged  :that financial as--

miligs, who dnclude a- w1dow‘
th- eight children, )
“Hitsh . of ngedy“ Over'
Town; Page 3, Uol

[ o_uoo-a--o

£ ‘the four Wﬂlow"';

-.-.--..a--..-,.,---q-..-. -

'?%’5{
Aol
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; bushflre at.Willow Sprmgs last Thursda.y. ST

“an appeal commlttee andf
‘set up a trust ccount.

-t
{

-Appeals have si:arted m’several cenires fo thel

famllies of- four foresf:ry \vorkers who djed in’: ‘\

And yesterday C. H,

Golding, State secretary

: of the W.A: branch of
fthe " A strahan Work-"

“ers’ Union_ announced ‘a
:branch - "dénati'onx of.
D£250. . 0

_tions.,

- The Nannup Road
Board . has " opeéned- a
State-wide appeal for the

widows and 16 children—

all the thildren are under
12—and the members
have constituted - them-
selves as-an- appedl com-
mittep to receive dona

The.-Bank of New South

“Wales at-Nannup will adt
'agi bankérs. and cheques

‘op ‘money: orders.can- be
' to"the b

for: funds amotig, its staff
and Forests Consérvator
A, C, Harris gdjid; yester-

day that the m__ent_ -

and the AVEUZ

‘been complefed and a re-

‘1-agency of Rotarlan Al
-Blackhurst. is the Teceiv-
‘nllftsdepot IOr money or

t- _11%1-11 Labc;;- P:la)rty

- e unbu S eed
‘Boat -Club at Ir‘g(ces P

- Sunday raised £54 for the :

Harris. added that - the
routme .depatrtrhental in.
quiry into the fire had-

port was being prepared.
- Midland . Mayor W,. S,

Doney has, given £10/107/ |:
and a number of - firms|:
and ° private individuals .

‘have “told. the = AW.U.
gif .
‘An- appeal started at

BrldgetOWn' yesterday
morning and the news.

“A local appeal has also

lie"branch of the Austra-

thatrg they mtend to make 8

[ AP Y

-been ‘opened by the Col-|F-

families;

R4

N




AU

006654F 2006
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252/58 KGH:EW
Mr. Hide

OFFICER IN CHARGE,
FORESTS DEPARTMENT,
NANNMUGP

MAINTENANCE OF GRAVES - J., HILLIGER AND G, McCORKILIL

Following my discussion with you on the occasion of my
vigsit on 17 March, I wish to confirm my instruction that the
Forests Department continuve to take an active interest in
maintaining the graves of Messrs. J.R. Hilliger and G.E.
McCorkill in the Nannup cemetery.

It is to be the responsibility of your Division to
ensure that these graves are given regular attention to
maintain them in a presentable condition,

These two men died tragically in the service of the
Forests Department and it must remain as our public responsi-
bility to be seen to care for the visible memorials to this

service,

CONSERVATO F FORESTS

20th March 1981

Copy - SUPERINTENDENT - CENTRAL REGION.

.,,:—_.H"_—.a,:
2 4MAR 451




252/58 KGH:EW
Mr. Hide

OFFICER IN CHARGCE,
FQRESTS DEPARTMENT,
MANJIMUP

MAINTENANCE, OF GRAVES - R.H. JOHNSTON AND J.W. BUTLER

During a recent visit to Nannup I was surprised to
find that an instruction issued in 1960 relating to the
reqular maintenance of the graves of the four men killed
in a bush fire in Nannup Division of 2 January 1958, did
not appear to be on record at the Nannup office.

_ I have now re-jissued my previous direction that the
Forests Department shall continue to ensure that the graves ,
at Nannup be given regular attention,

As two of the victims are buried at Manjimup it will
likewise continue to be the responsibility of the Manjimup
Division to ensure that regular attention is given to main-
taining the qraves of Messrs. Johnston and Butler at the
local cemetery. : '

These men died tragically in the service of the Forests
Department and it must remain as our public résponsibility
to be seen to care for the visible memorials to this service,

-

CONSERVAT OF FORESTS

20th March 1981

COPY TO - SUPERINTENDENT.r SOUTHERN REGION
'~ SUPERINTENDENT.~ CENTRAI, REGION

140
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Stevarty o \

E?&; E . Wil’gg}?%wg’ﬁtlﬁf; '

- The leﬁﬁm.,__ ory the maﬁ&le tahleﬁ ws,u 'Eﬁs 88 ﬁaa -

- vpon with He, Stewar

.. The Foragts D _ 2 ! & an
resh 40 these graves aen& will éneupe that they re::ewe

nagnza.# ma&ntm at least once per amar, ,

. -Youre fagth

Mpy M. G. l{ersans
Karrakatti konumental Wbrks,
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20th April, 1959.

Hrss P, Wiltshire<Butler,
35 Francis Street,

BASSENDEAN
Dear Hrse .Wilt‘éh’ireéButler,

Nennup Bush Fire Hemopial. .

. Further to my letter of the 15th instent

and your telephonie message of even date to Mr. Bugddg,:
I have to inform you that other arrangements have .
been made for the transport of one of the families
and it will now be possible to take your 2 eldest .
boys in addition to yourselfs The car will call at

your address at 8415 a.ne. on Sunday norning «

Owing to the distances to be travelled I
regret that it will not be pospible to make a visit

to Manjimup,
. Yours sincersly,

I understand that you will arrange fobp

g . CONSERVATOR OF F@B@ IS, |
| rpa/ /5/?33 £9% | >t
MR, STAWART:

Mrs. Hilliger and her son to’ travel in

the ¢ar with you and the FoRpeTendebt.ase
gf—the Duteh Consuil. ‘

e b fify e,
2 aiza '




e NANNUP BUSHFIRE APPEAL FIND COMMITTES, 5
e o ma, .
' 17 James Street,
ERTH, il
29,7.58 5
Conservator of Foresta,‘ : *-1 .

Fore gtry Department,
FPERTH WA

. Deer Sir,

" The’ ahovenamed Appeal has now elosed ard Fress Statements to
this effect have been puhlished .

: The Gomm:ittee has requested that I express its gratitude for
the assistance which your Department rendered to the Appeal., The total
- amount rajsed heing £8 636-2—6..- o, .

: The respective amounts apportioned to. the three famlliea ‘
concernod has been paid over to Trusteeships which the Committee set up
for the purpose of aatisfactorily administering the monies in the hest
intereats of the families, '

: Once again thanking your Department for itas assistance in
thia Appe&lc

SH:RETARI“ *rew LR RN N NN .
NANNUP BUSHF IRE APPEAL FUND

*77/0’
o
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NANNUP FIRE APPEAL COMMITTEE.

The Gemmittee which was formed under the requirements
of the Charitsble Golleetioﬁg Act for ‘control and adminietration
of monies aubscribed to the shove Appeal, ennounces that although
the fund officially closed on‘March 30th, fuirther améunts were
received to bring the grand total of subsecriptions to £8,579.6,10,

It will be remembered that following the tragic déath

of four forestry employees at a bush fire in Nannup distriet on

- the 2nd Januery, three married men left three widows and sixteen

childrens There was an immediate and most generous response from

the public and money was subscribed for the relief of the
bereaved families from all parts of the State.

The Gommittee desires to express itB thariks and that
of the famalles concerned for the most generous response of all

donors and ror the valuable contribution of the many voluntary

7 workers who gave freely of thelr time in connection with the

Appeal. .

- The Committee has decided that the funds as subseribed
would be allocated to the three families concerned in the ratio
of h 333 thus providlng a greater eum for the large family with
eight children,

Steps are being taken for the appointment of trustees
for each family to ensure that the monies are used to the best
adtantege in aceordance with tle following principles -

1. That they be applied in such manner that there will be
no reduction in current benefits from State and

Gommonwealth Governments.

o st e

2. . That every asgistance be given to the w1dow and childrenﬂ

‘until each child passea school leaving age and is

established 1n remunerative employment.

3. ~ That any residue be used for the benefit of the widow .

and that sueh gum as is left af'ter the education of

" the children should rass to her,



;%é :

The trustees will be -

For Mrs..Wiltshire Butler -~ Perth Legacy Ine,

For Mrs. Hilliger -~ 9ha Consul for the Netherlandas

and the Conservator of Forests,

For Mrs. Johnston - The‘Zone L President of the

Association_of Apex Clubs and
the Secretary of the Austraiian
 Workers' Union, '

This means that each group of trustees will now be in
g position to adminigtep thé moniés available to the best
adventage for the widow and family concerned and will keep close~
1y in tpuch with the family and- itg’ requirements.

Thanks to the generosity ol the many sympathetio
citizens who have contributed to this fund it should be possible
for sixteen young Australians to complete their educatlon without
any Cinancial dlsadvantage and for the bereaved widows to raise

their familjes without any undue finaneial worries,

e

i









