TREES AS WEEDS
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WHEN YOU CAN'T SEE THE WOODS FOR THE WEEDS
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INTRODUCTION
There is currently considerable public, private and individual effort and enthusiasm directed
towards " REVEGETATING, REGENERATING, RESTORING, RETAINING AND EE-GREENING
AUSTRALIA™ These efforts are obviously to be assisted and encouraged, however one must
remember that each has very different aims and outcommes, although they are not, of course,
mutually exclusive, nor should they e
We should aim for these activities to enhance the natural enviroment, not degrade with it by
intreducing new weeds.

BACEGROUND
Weeds enter Bushland via disturbance. They have the greatest probletns at the seedling
stage, and if we deliberately nuture them through this establishinent phase, then the chance
of their seedlings establishing in adjacent bushland after disturbance is much etthanced. This
should always be considered when planting Arboreta, shielter belts, road verges, gardens or
rehabilitation/revezetation areas in of adjacent to remnant bushland. In bushland areas use
local plants if possible. Monitor your plantings to see what has happened. Advise clisnts of
potential side effects. Place Arboreta away from bushland areas.

CASE STUDIES
EINGS PARK
Humerous ezamples of escapes
0ld garden plantings of the 1930 Kurrajongs, buckthorn, Feppermints and Spotied gums are
now widespread in the 250 hectares of bushland
Bangalay gums planted as honour avenues in the 1950% have spread about 100 metres into
the bushland
Acacia lasiccalyx, Geraldton Wax, Golden Wattle and Mt. Morgan Wattle planted in the 19603
are now :_.pr»:.aa.x.hng rapidly into the bushland aftet the 1991 fire

WOODYALE NATURE RESEEVE

Diplolaena dampieri

This shrub was planted in 1984, as an ammenity planting by the new library. In 19%2 there
are 4 new populations, comprising 13 plants of this species around the carpark. The futherest
being 50 metres upslope!

FRINCIPLES

From the fable, and attached notes you can see that plants that grow fast and seed prolifically
make the best weeds, However, vou can also fiote that it is very difficult to predict which
species will go weedy and where, probably one should be most cantious about Wattles and
Eucalypts.

Table One : Wesdy Trees



*Acacis elata (Cedar wattle) Scattered in forest Perth-Albany

#% 4 farnesiata (Mimoza Bush) Widespread Pilbara and Kimbterley
¥4 floribunda (Catkin wattle) escaping from Arboretum at Dryandra
#4 Karoo (Karoo Thorn)Banks of Swan River at Midland

A lasiocalvy Ezcaped from ornamental plantings at Kings Park

A blakelyi Ezcaped from ornametital plantings at Kings Park

#%Ailanthes adtizsima (Tree of Heaven) Roadverges and creeks in Perth are:

AGONIS ELEIU0SA (Peppermint) Escaped from plantings at Kingz Park and Yanchep, now very well
establizhed in Banksia woodland

¥Callitris huegelii {(glauca) (White ¢ypresz pine) Ezcaping from Drvandra Arboretum

#Callitris columellaris (Coastal Cypress Pine) Escaping from plantingz at North Dandalup and John Forrest
Nat Park.

C.robusta (Rottnest Island Pine) Escaping from Dryandra Arboretum, atid alotig Gura road.

#*Cazuarina equistifiolia {Coastal She-0ak ) Haturalized from teach windbresk plantings south of Geraldton
#¥Cinnnamonum camphorum (Camphor Laural ) Spreading sdong creeklines at Mundaring and Jarrahdale
#E0ytissue proliferus (Tree lucerne) Widespread on roadverges in parts of the northert: Jarrah forest

##Delonix regia (Poinciana) Naturalized on Koolan Isalnd. aserious weed of rainforest patches in the

Northern Territor V.

iy

¥Fucalyptus botryoides (Bangalay) Spreading into bushland from rosdzide plantings at Kings Park
*E.cladocalyx (“u— at Gum )Spreaditig into btushland from roadside plantings at Kings Park
E.conferruminata (Bald Island Marlock) Escaping from plantings at Augusta

#E globuluz (Blus Gum) Escaping from shelter belt plantings into adjacenit heath at Detimark

*E ? musllerana (Vellow String oybark JEzcaping from plantings at Shannon

*E.polyatithemos {Red Box) Ezcaping from plantings at Yanchep National Park.

*F zaligna (Svdnev Blue Gum ) Road verge ezcape in the Perth area

¥¥Ficus carica (Fig) Common along disturbed river edges on the coastal plain fiesr Petth

**¥Fraxinus sp '.A th ) Formaz large suckering clones slong the Swan River and creeks in the Nannup-
Eridgetown area.

Hakea fraticisiana (Narukalja)Escaping from Drvandra Arboretum, and at the Fire tower.

#FLagunaria patersonii (Horfolk island hitiscus) Plants found growing on 3t Alousen Istand off Augusta,
prabably fruits floated from platititigs at Augusta

¥¥LEUCAENA LEUCOCEPHALSA (Leucaena) Widespread weed of swamps and River banks in Kimberley,
intraduced for fodder

LEFTCGFERMUN LAE¥[GATUM (Victotiat tea tree) Localised pun wigespraad populations from Albany o Jurien
EBay. Potenitially a very serious weed of ¢oastal heathlands.

#¥Mangifera indica (Mango) leolated garden secapes in the Kimberley.

*#(]ea europea ((live)lsolated garden secapes in the Tuart forest and Swan Coastal Plain
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¥PITTOCPCR UM UNDULATUM (Sweet Pittogporum ) [solated populations in Jarrah or Karri forest from Albany
10 Margaret River Potentially & very serious weed, ag it is already in Victoria

##Plantanus orientaliz (Platie) Self seeding populations have appeared around seepage areas along Mounts
Bay Road from street treees.

##Papluz alba (White Poplar)
%P nigra "Italica” (Lomtardy poplar) Have formed very large suckering clones around wetlatids were
they have beett platited, smothering lower growing ve 'fptﬂfmn

#¥Progopis juliiflora Seriuns weed of pastoral sreas throughout Australia, introduced for fodder.

#¥Pobinia preudacacia (Black Locust) Has formed very large suckering clones around wetlands whers
planted, smothering lower growing vegetation.

#*Roza rublginosa (Sweet Briar) Scattered along Disturbed creeklines in the onnybrook-Nannup area.
##3aliy tabylonica (Weeping Willow) Scattered suckeringwrees along disturbed creeklines

#23chinus molle (Pepper Tree)3cattered plants on roadverges it the wetler forest areas

#%3 teretinthifolive (Broadleal Pepper Tree Widespread weed along Swan River

#*¥TAMARIY AFHYLLA (Flowering Cypreas)Serious weed of arid riverine sites in the Northern Territory,
naturalized along Avon River at Toodyay

#*Washingtonia filifera (Cotton Palm ) Naturalised on the Fortesque River at Millstream

TABELE TW0 : LARGE SHRUES AS WEEDS
Alhagi maurorum (Camel Thorn) Naturalised around Kalgoorlie

Banksia canei (Mountain Banksia) Escaped from ornamettal plantings on Borden road, NE of Albany

Caesalpinia gilliesii (Bird of Paradize) Scattered populations around towns in the Goldfields, ezcaped from
artl

nammetital plantings
Cadotropis procera (Kapok Bush) Widespread and serious weed in the Kimberley
Senna occidentadiz () Widespread weed it Kimbterley

Chamelausium uncinamm (Geraddton Wax) Escaped from ornamental plantings at nMLErous 2tes on the
Swratn Coagstad Plain

Coprosma repens (Mirror Bush) Garden escape in Albany area, serious weed in Victoria

otonesster pannosus (Cotoneaster JSeattered plants on roadverges in the wetter forest areas

G

Cglaucophvliug (Cotonesster )3cattered plants on roadverges in the wetter forast areas
Diplolaena damgieri () Escaped at Woodvale nature reserve from ornamental plantings
Dodoniea vizcosa "Purpurea” Garden escape in AUgUsSta area

Grevillea olivacea () Ezcaping from plantings at Woodmans Point

Lantana camara (Lantana) Widespread weed along Swan River

LAVATIREA ARBOREA (Tree Mallow) Serious weed on offshore islands, replaces native island endemic mallow,
ititraduced a2 an ornamental.



