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. 
A NATIONAL POLICY IN REIJ\'rION TO 
? RIV .AJ"'·:~: __ PJWJ:=>ERTY . ~I YBER . .. RESOURC~ES~ 

A Paper :prepared "tiy G.Wo:- •. Nunn~ 
§2ll?.erintendent . f:iore.st .. Fanaaernent. Vie st .Aust. 

Item _ 1 8. AUS'rIS C_g_nf'erence 1,2_~0 

The writer J:;io ints out the i P))ortance of tl1.e contri­

bution made by Private Property forests to the Australian 

Timber Industry ,. of'f'ers reasons why much of' this forest should 

be J?rotected for future :9roduction and sup:9orts the view that 

Commonwealth assistance is needed in the National Interests 

to ensure that the img ortant areas of private forest are 

not lost in the future. 

-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-

( 1 ) There is no need to reiterate what h Rs been said 

at many conferences that Australia is poorly endowed ·lJy 

nature with forest area s . 

(2) Quoting some figures from the 'Sts.te ment on 

Forestry in ~ustralia 1 prepared for the 1957 Seventh ~~itish 

Commonwealth I:1 orestry Conference~ we find that: 

State and Communal forests 
(Exploi talJle and ,:,otentially ex:, loit.s.ble) 
totalled 66,000 square miles. 
Private r::orests 28,000 square miles. 

The output of }Iome Crown Industrial wood Yvas 

g iven as -

(3) 

From State . o-vmed forest • 
JI'ro rrr :,:·r i v s.te fore st •.•••• 

Total 

208 million cu.ft. 
12 ~ million cu.ft. 

337 million cu.ft. 

Although these figures were for 1955 and undou·bted-

ly would not be of an accurate nature it is clear that some 

30% of Australia's wood output comes froh1 Priva·~e property 
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and an interesting p oint is that the 2G,OOO square miles 

of Private property forest is listed as non-J?ermanent ~ 

except for a small area of 1 56 squ3.re miles - mostly soft­

wood J;ilantations. It follows therefore t tha t the annual 

cut from indigenous Private ·._·ro:perty forest is expected to 

disappear unless some constructive action is taken. 

(L~) K. r.C . Gray in Australian rore stry (No .1 of 1 960Qt 

shows the position in N.S. W. to lJe similar to that of' W.A. 

where private :r, roperty is su,Jstanti'ally contributing to 

the total log output. 

(5) In W.A. about 25~; of the total Droduction comes 

from private property and al though the State st ill has an 

exJ:::iortable surplus, in future decades there will be no 

surplus of timber or other wood for industry and f'or this 

reason areas of private property forest cut over for mill 

logs but worthy of management for future :9roduction should, 

in the rational interests be protected and managed. 

( 6) 1/Vi th the comparatively slow-growi:q.g eucaly-.9ts 

and the 3.bsence of a market for :pul:9 and :ooles , the private 

owner finds it difficult at present to see that it would be 

economical for him ·co manage his forest after the first 

cutting of the prime trees for sawrnillinc , etc., and it is 

somewhat difficult to see how tlle small man can be encouraged 

to look after his forest, although there are indications that 

the larger owners, which are mostly sawmilling companies 9 

are becoming aware of economic possibilities. Some Common­

wealth assistance to private forest owners is considered 

overdue as it is 
1

lJeJrond the finances of State Fore st Depart-­

ments. 

(7) An important point to consider is that so long as 

royalties on Crovm land s remain at a lovir figure, it is 

rather difficult to convince the privs.te owner tha t there 

is any future in it for him~ but as royaltie s rise to a 

much higher~gure 9 as is already the case in many parts of 
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the :Ga ste:rn State s 9 it mus t bec ome ev i dent to the private 

owner tha t the value of his f orest crop can be a very high 

one. 1l;ven a t the low average figure in Western .Australia of 

about 5d. per cubic foot true volume 9 t:trnre are still area s 

o:f Fr iva te Proper ty which carried or still C<J.._r ry timber of 

a royalty value of £30 . per acre including poles and cordwood 

and in years gone by huge areas were r ingbarlrnd 9 destroy ing 

this a sset. 'l'he position is n ot so bad to-day as it was in 

t h e past 9 but there a re still numerous exampl e s of areas 

being bulldozed whi ch carry timber of the potential royalty 

value of £10. per acre on mill logs and poles which are not 

immediately ma rketable ; while s a les 9 still being made 9 of 

crown l a nd at a few shilling s to £ 1 o per a cre often involve 

destructi on o:f a po t ent i a l fore s t crop of poles and fair size 

tree s whi ,Jh c ould be thought of a s being worth at least £1 0. 

per acre 9 within one decade or so. 

(8) For some decades past 9 Poresters have been saying 

tha t the ;:;nd of t imber :fr om Pr iva t e Property is in sight, but 

there are ma ny :fa ct o:c s which modify this thought 9 some of 

which wil.l be se t o.own a fter a brief revie w of the somewhat 

scanty a v B. ilable informa tion is given. 

(9) The 'r imber Zone o:f W. A o covers 17 million acres of 

which som3 8, 200 9 000 ac re s i s priva te property and o:f which 

priva te p ,:, operty some 1 9 000 9 00 0 a cre s f a ll into the Ci,itegory 

of I Timbe::.:1 Re s erved to the Cr own 1 
9 but most o:f this categor y 

... -
will r evert to t he Title Holders in 19650 
(10) The Forest I nventory o:f We.A o i s being developed at 

a r ap id pa ce but n a tura lly fi rs t a ttention is given to the 

ma pp ing a n d a s sessing o:f area s of Sta te Forest and Cr own Land 

within the zone and accurate fi gures for Priva te Property will 

not be a ttempted until about 1961. Nevertheless some data of 

varying a~cura cy re Priva te Property does exist and gives at 

lea st a view of the ques tion 9 sufficient to say that the 

private Eucalypt :fore s ts could continue to play an important 

part in t ~e future. 
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( 11 ) In 1953 a first estimate of marketable timber on 

Private Property not reserved was placed at about 150 million 

cu.ft., but this is now lmown to h a ve been somewhat shor t of 

the true position. In fact, from 1953 to 1960 9 nearly 100 

million cu.ft. of saw logs have been removed at a rate of over 

12½ million cu.ft. per annum and a rough estimate in 1960 

indicates a volun1e of 50 million cu.ft. remaining. It is 

thought that the supply will last for at least another 4 
or 5 years by which time the logs on ' Pr ivate Property reser­

ved' will mostly become Private Property. 

(12) Private ~roperty forest areas continue to pr ovide 

timber long after they have first b een noted as 'cut out', 

the re a son for this being chiefly reduction in log standard 

and len[ ths which mili G will accept from ~T C' i v o. te p roperty 9 

when the y will not neces sar ily acce11t such lo g: s from Crown 

land 9 and t h e introduction of better handling methods includ­

ing finger -jointing 9 match-end boards 9 etc., tends continuous­

ly to r e duce the standar d of log which they will accept from 

private p ro~ erty. This is more particularly the case as the 

royaltie::: rise on Crown Land timber and the Private Property 

owner is prepared to let his timber go at a lower price 9 

either to get his land cleared or to g et a lump sum for his 

timber or if the sawmiller himself be the owner of the timber 

he looks upon it as being royalty :free and will cut logs which 

he would not accept from Sta te F'orest. 

(13) It is 9 therefor e 9 extremely difficult to assess the 

future of timber on :Private :8roperty and it must n ot be over­

looked that while a great ma ny of our farms are cleared o :ri 

part-cleared, there are still in most cases 5 scattered shade 

trees v;•hich the farmer will sell frorn time to time and which 

are, ofte n due to greater spacing ~ growing at a better rate 

than forest trees" These trees a lone_ could and already do 

provide a not in-considerable quantity of timber annually. 

(14) There are indications today ths.t some metropolitan 

mills are p Tepared to take log s down to as short as 5' for 

use in c a se making and composite boards (finger jointed) and 
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if assessments allow for the marketing of logs this size 1 it 

may undoubtedly be assumed 9 that theJ:1e are still large supplies, 

of such timber available on private pr operty. 

( 15) In West ern Aust ralia,, it is not considered that any 

precise inventory of private property timber is warranted at 

the present tj_me, due to the many facto rs which woulc! render 

it inaccurate, but it is expected that an i mproved estimate 

will be available by 1962. 

As previously stated, approximately 25;b of all logs 

milled is drawn from private property, and the writer sees no 

reason to doubt that this p osition will continue for many 

years 9 but will then come to a sudden cessation unless manage­

ment is undertaken. 

(16) There is one saving grace regarding private property 

Eucalypt forest in Australia and thst is that much of it occurs 

on very poor land on which alread~r, f a rming has collapsed, 

leaving the land to revert to n ature and to the production of 

a new forest. Particularl y in the South-\:est of Western 

Australi a , it is now s een that to ;':ill a forest and replace 

it by pasture is a very expensive procedu:re and time will 

probably show that much of this land will pay b e tter d ividends 

under forest on which little money is spent, rather than under 

poor pasture which can be established only at s ome £40. per 

acre in the vigorous forest areas. 

(17) ½ithin these high rainfa ll areas both in ~ estern 

Australia and in the :~:astern States, it is now being seen that 

the farmers most likely to succeed are those whose crops in­

volve intensive culture with an annual working of the soil. 

'l;he writer therefore predicts that in decades to come, a 

great many areas which are now considered to be f arming lands , 

will reve rt either to private forestry or wilJ.,i6e repurchased 

by the State for timb er product ion " ~:•his view is not merely 

a :futuristic thought for the process can be seen clearly in 

Vtfestcrn Australia where many thousands of acres o:f highly 

developed land settlement projects have alreaoy reverted to 
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stands of fine karri r sgr o1; tl-: while in the wandoo forests 

of the ;_E.est srn and r orther>n .s.rea.s of co.::::.:9an3. tivoly low 

rainfall s 1,18.ny propcrti c=;s [--i.re t o be seen on 1.• .hich compl e t e 

!' ingb2. rkin6 h&s inc.uc ec:_ a.n e tt r2 ct ivs C:i."O o:· of t he V?,lua'c le 

-w2.ndoo t :;:,c,3 ; w},_os c v r:· iue,s enco.'~.1:9a r: s f s.:C' ;~~ o:c e t :.~La n sawn t:Lrn.7.JG r _; 

they inclucc h j_[,,h h one y va lues ~ t s rn:in dir ect f r o.:::.1. t~1c; log e.nd 

t :;_·:.e ::~ost c-;.u,.:abie p ol E:- c.nd. f enc e :pos ·t~ to be f'o un ( in snal J. sizos 

of' eve n. L~: ~5: c rownE . 

( 1 8) F o d.ou·> t the · ,a stern St ::.: t Gs can quote many sii,1il2i· 

examples wl1.ers with n o for e str·~, ;: .. h2. tevcJ:: 9 a neP forest has 

d eveloped and in s g r ea t mony of t ~c s e c e s c s , ~~otoction and 

mErna6c1~cnt o:f such fore s t is 2 v e ry ine x:pcnsi v c :;,w oe :: d.urc sJ)ar -· 

ticula:i."ly a s fir e J ro t e c tion wi thin 2 district r each£s a 

h i gh er ore.or o:f perfection and t b.c nE'cin cx:;iendituI' e t c bring 

f'o1°wsr d many o:f our :. ,ucs. l3rp t spcci i::; s would be merely car c:ful 

planning, sor,.1c r oa din2, a ncl. control burn.in~ . ,,_ s h e s Of;en 

pointec~ out 0a rli cr the ~.1rivate; ov;ner ) robc:.b ly nccc1s 2.ss ista nce 

in this work and it is b eyond th~ capecity of' St2 te ~orest 

Departments 9 v.1hich ne; ed th.e whol e of' thc i :c i ncom0 to rn.anage 

the ir own tenur e s. ~here is , the r~for c 1 a t c finitc cesc :for 

Cor-1111onwe8.lth. G,re.nts to O(:; DEu.:c:: fro:·., ·.=:·1::, :;_0 i :ff r e venu e 5 p i-•obaoly 

th.rough Fore st :Ccp1E·tn.,:::n.t s of ·i.;ho ,::, t 2, t c s :for the :~;U:t;;:i ose of' 

prot ect inG a rc2 s of priv&te f orest which t he owner is p?epa. r ed 

to keep as :fore st anc:. t c c:f,re ,:.. t o l c2:ve uncl ea~e d fo r a 

stipulated pe riod. 

Such leg isls tion is i n :force iJ.1. ~n J l Gn d an { ~ur op e 

out ha s mostly fe.il c c;. throu0h too rimcb. co2:rc ion and too little 

r c2.l h e lp o 

( 19 ) A.ust:;..,, c:C:ii;.3_ may l c.E,rn f:eori1 ocheY· s failur e s anc', if 

,;_ ell cons ic"cer Gc:i. , a. simple formulc. coul c:. ouil f~ 2 hu[;c future 

a.ssei.; with comp8.,'.' i t iv ... l y f:lii'J 2 ll fj_n. r;_n e: i a l ou-i~ g oin~;s -· b y the 

Comi;i.onwca lth -anc"'. tJ.,. c pr iva tG owncJ~ . 


