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Although the exact record is nolb avatlable,
it is highly probabloe that dicback disoase
was brought into the buroad, swanpy valley
at the foot of Mt Cooke during modifi-
cation or upgrading of the Albany HE

ghway.,

Post war logging, which is documentoed,
presumably took tho infection {rom the
wastexn half of the
slope of the valley
of

valley up the castern
and the lower opes
Mt Cooke. Congtruction of the fivst
a-Perth power line extonded the in-
fection from the Albany Highway onto the

far, castern slopes of Mt Cooko, from
where it descended on a broad front inte

the valleys below.

By the mid-sixties, when the cause of
Y

dieback disease was discovered, a
considerable arca of forest around

Mt Cooke was therefore severely damaged
by the disecase. At the time, pine
planting was an accoepied mothod of
roehabilitation., The dieback~affected
valley flecor and lower sliocpos between
Mi Cooke aund *he Albany lHighway were
therefore converted to plantations,
mainly of Pinug i stonr, but with
smallor areas of other swvecies. In
the earliest experimental plantings it
was observed that the seedlings on the
valley floor failed to survive, even
after some dralnage and mounding.
Specimens of seil aond soil waler
indicated that high salinity
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exceading 1360 ppm, was al least a coen-
cributing factor. In the plouwrthod arca,
saling ground waber was welling up undoer

prossure in tho form of "mud-volonnoos”™,

This brought to the attention of foresters

and hydrologists the fack that salinily was
not an oxaclusive problem of agricultural

clearing in low rvainfall arcas, bul that it
could hocoma a problem in Che mediwn cain-
fall vone, of up to 1100 ww/vear, with the
dieback discasce, rathar than a deliborate

humen effort, being the couse,

saline ground
the increasod

Currently, the upwelling of
water has ceasoad., No doubt
transpirational activiiy of the pines, as
they increased in size, has conuvibuted,
but there has algo been a succession of
years with below average rainfall since
the planting. Yrom corresponding bub more
precise work on the coastal plain it can
e assorted that the pines of this size
are capable of fully utilizing rainfall

of at least 800 mw/year.
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Planting of pi in the jarvah forest has
now largely ceased due to the high cost of
fire probection, and the relatively poor

fertility of the soils.
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