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Figure 1: A younger and older example of each vegetation community. Mallees are multi-stemmed Eucalyptus spp. that resprout from -

underground Iignotupers after disturbance. These can be the dominant component of the community (mallee) or occur as scattered CO NC I usions an d fu rt h er Wor k

emergle\r/‘is OV;;"" t“(';k and diverse shrub layer (mallee-neain). Appropriate fire-return interval ranges for mallee-heath appear shorter than for mallee; differences
ethoas possibly driven by plant functional trait composition. Mallee-heath, dominated by obligate seeders,

The habitats were st_ratified by age since the Ie_als_t fire, mapped using remoteé  geclines in structure and changes in composition with greater age; changes not evident in sprouter-
sensing. Where no fires were recorded, the minimum possible age of 45 Y1 ominated mallee. Obligate seeder-dominated communities may be more vulnerable to changes
was used in analyses. In each age in each habitat, 5-8 10 x 10 m plots were  555qciated with long inter-fire intervals; such as those now typical of many agricultural landscapes.
sampled for floristic richness and cover, with vegetation intercepts and litter

sanf1_||oled every 2 m over 100 m transects to derive vegetation structure Further work aims to assess if fire-return intervals derived from community-level data are
profiles.
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