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Abstract

Iwany (Sunday Island) is the largest (1450 Ha) of the many islands that mark the entrance to King Sound in the southwest Kimberley. This area is
‘Saltwater Country' of the recently declared Bardi Jawi Indigenous Frotected Area. In contrast to maost other Kimberley islands, lwany has a recent
European influence, with a mission operating on the island between 1899 and 1962. It was during that time black rats (Ratfus rattus) were
intfroduced. They were first reported in 1909, and the last confirmed record was in 1982, when twa black rats were collected during a biological
survey. We surveved lwany and the surrounding islands in the late dry season of 2012 to determine if black rats were still present. Mo black rats
were found during our survey or the Kimberley Islands Biodiversity Survey, which visited lwany in 2009. We believe that the continual disturbance
that humans caused through agriculture and other activities during the mission era on the island favoured the commensal black rat. Cnce this
human—advantage diminished with the closure of the mission, the tides gradually turned back in favour of the original inhabitant, the mosaic-tailed

rat (Melomys burtani).
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