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The need has never been greater for science to deliver the evidence, knowledge and skills to respond to the
current and future challenges facing Australia’s ecosystems and society. Australia has a proud history in the
science that enables us to understand ecosystems. Still, a number of barriers have limited our ability to realise
the full potential of this science and to implement effective, science-based management strategies and policies.

The recently released long-term plan for Australian ecosystem science sets out the vision and priorities to
overcome these barriers, and to build our national ecosystem science capability over the coming decades. This
plan was built upon extensive consultation and input from people across the country, with key leadership from
the ESA amongst a group of other peak organisations.

The six key directions outlined are: (1) Delivering maximum impact for Australia by enhancing science and end-
user relationships; (2) Supporting long-term research through dedicated long-term funding; (3) Ecosystem
surveillance through a systematic, national-scale monitoring system, (4) Making the most of data resources by
enabling publication of, and access to ecosystem data; (5) Inspiring a generation and empowering the public
with knowledge and opportunities; and (6) Encouraging and supporting enhanced leadership, coordination and
collaboration for ecosystem science in Australia.

A series of actions for each direction is proposed for the next five years, to kick-start progress towards the
long-term vision. This presentation will highlight the opportunities for people to be actively involved in
implementing these actions to build the foundations of our future.

Rebekah Christensen works for the Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network, and is interested in increasing the
impact of science for the benefit of society. Over the last year she has coordinated activities for the development
of Australia's long-term plan for ecosystem science.
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