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‘Dancing hares’ and “Turning hares’

Rufous Hare-wallaby (VU)
Lagorchestes hirsutus Lagostrophus fasciatus
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LacosTROPHUS FASCIATUS Pér. & Les. (Text-fig. 255.)

Confined to Dirk Hartog, Dorrée and Bernier Islands, off
Sharks Bay.
It may he noted that sheep had been temporarily introduced
there, while in the south of Dirk Hartog there is a large sheep
station, and the wallabies are said to have eutirely left that end

of the island.
LacorcuEsTES HIRSUTUS DORREE Thos, (Text-fig, 256.)

Dorée Island, &sthﬁradilangamo Hﬂaresonﬂemiarand e -
Dorée Islands differ subspecifically, it would be interesting to ‘ < . : g
compare BP&.‘:im&'I]E fmm Dirk }Iar!'.o,g Island. Sh erid |909 icola -ﬂal‘t'rn'Petit/Museﬂ%Lm Naturelle, Le Havre

ortridge

Lagorchestes hirsutus (Gould). Western
Hare-wallaby.—This wallaby occurs on Bernier
and Dorre Islands but is very rare on the main-
land. While some authors have noted that it
occurred or probably occurred on Dirk Hartog
(e.g. Shortridge 1909; Glauert 1933; Main 1961;
Main and Yadav 1971) it appears that no speci-
men has been collected and some doubt must
remain that it ever existed there.

Burbidge & George 1978

; John Gould™ "Mammals of Australia", Vol. Il
—
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Banded Hare Wallaby Reintroduction

Programme — Dirk

- <=
7 -

At the end of the second post-fire trip to Dorre
Island in June 1974, 11 Banded Hare Wallabies (four
males, seven females) were captured from around the
southernmost end of the burnt area in the vieinity of
White Beach. These wallabies were subsequently
transferred to enclosures on Dirk Hartog Island as the
first stage of the attempted re-establishment programme.
Six of the females had joeys in the pouch.

Prince 1979

Hartog Island

In June 1979, 13 (cight females, five males) of the
21 were trapped. Five of the females had either
pouch-young or evidence of lactation. Animals ap-
peared to be using an area of ¢. 23 ha of tall, dense
Acacia ligulata. "Further trapping in September
1980 suggested that only 10 animals remained. This
decline was associated with a drought over the
summer of 1979-80, which apparently resulted in
the loss of perhaps 30-40% of the Acacia shrub
cover. This loss was exacerbated by intensive
browsing by both goats and sheep. Goats browsed
by climbing into the shrubs, often breaking
branches.

At this point the project was abandoned due to
lack of resources and increasing logistic difficulties
of getting to the island. The fate of the remaining
released animals and animals from the captive
colony is unknown. No wallabies have been sighted
since that period (T. Wardle, pers. comm.).

Short et al. 1992
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Bettongs
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Boodie or Burrowing Bettong Woylie or Brush-tailed Bettong (CR)
Bettongia lesueur Bettongia penicillata
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Greater Stick-nest Rat
Leporillus conditor
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Brush-tailed Mulgara
Dasycercus blythi
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‘False mice’ — Genus Pseudomys
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Shark Bay Mouse (VU) Desert Mouse Heath Mouse (VU)
Pseudomys fieldi Pseudomys desertor Pseudomys shortridgei
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Shark Bay Mouse (Pseudomys fieldi)

* Extirpated on mainland in 20 Century
* Last natural population on Bernier Island (Shark Bay)
* Translocated to six locations in Western Australia
*  Wild-to-wild - all failed
* Faure and North West Islands founded from
captive bred stock from Perth Zoo
* Small numbers of captive colony founders
* 6in 1996 (3M: 3F)
* |7 (IOM:7F) between 1999 and 2002

* Likely actual founder numbers much lower
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Sandy Inland Mouse
Pseudomys hermannsburgensis

Aline Gi ! Ash-grey Mouse
: Pseudomys albocinereus
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Western Grasswren
Amytornis textilis
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Western Grasswren
= Genetics?

" Sociality?

= Monitoring?

* Why did they disappear?
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Neophema petrophila
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Exclosure sites south

© Acacia ligulata

® Thryptomene dampieri
2 Triodia plurinervata
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