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WILDLIFE HABITAT THREATENED AT ALFRED COVE

THERE 1 ONLE ONE REMAINING SECTION OF NATURAL’FORESHORE
ON THE OWAN RIVER.

IF DESTROYED, THE FEW HUNDRED METRES OF ALFRED COVE
hN QUESTION WILL MEAN THE DISAPPEARANCE ON THE SWAN

IVER ESTUARY OF A SMALL MIGRATORY WADING BIRD, THE
GREENSHANK AND A RARE SALTWATER SNAIL. IHE AREA HAS
ALSO THE DISTINCTION OF HAVING THE ONLY EXISTING EXPOSED
PREHISTORIC FOSSIL GROUNDS ON THE ESTUARY.

THE GREENSHANK

BECAUSE OF PAST RIVER RECLAMATION, THE SAMPHIRE FLATS OF
ALFReED COVE PROVIDE THE ONLY HABITAT ON THE SWAN RIVER
WITH FOOD SOURCES FOR THE GREENSHANK. FROM SEPTEMBER TO
APRIL EACH YEAR THE BIRD CAN BE SEEN FEEDING VORACIOUSLY
IN THE COVE.

GREENSHANKS BREED IN THE ARCTIC SUMMER, NESTING_IN
NORTHERN EUROPE AND THE ISOLATION OF SIBERIA. EGGLAYING
BEGINS IN MAY AND ONLY TWO MONTHS LATER THE YOUNG HAVE
TAKEN WING. IN AUGUST, ONLY THREE MONTHS AFTER BREEDING,
THE ONSET OF WINTER FORCES THE BIRDS AND THEIR YOUNG ON A
SOUTHWARD MIGRATION.,

THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO TRAVEL THE 12 000 kM FROM SIBERIA
To WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN ONLY /5 DAYS, AND FOR THIS REASON
THE BIRDS ARE USUALLY EMACIATED AND ‘EXHAUSTED ON THEIR
ARRIVAL, ‘ , , Ny

IN ORDER TO RECOVER AND ATTAIN THE FULL PHYSICAL CON-
DITION NEEDED FOR THEIR RETURN JOURNEY, THE GREENSHANKS
MUST HAVE READY ACCESS TO A FEEDING GROUND WITH A FOOD

EUPPLY OF THE QUANTITY AND- QUALITY AS IS FOUND IN ALFRED
OVE. ' ‘ :
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| ViTaL Foop CHAIN

ALFReD COVE PROVIDES A FOOD CH?IN IN THE FORM OF INSECT
LAVAE, CRUSTACEANS (SHRIMP ETC) ANNELIDS (WORMS) SMALL
FISH AND MOLLUSCS (MARINE SNAILS). THE SALTWATER SNAIL
MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY, EXISTS ONLY IN THIS AREA.

GREENSHANKS DO NOT EAT PLANTS AND THEREFORE DEPEND UPON
ANIMAL LIFE FOR FOOD., IT IS REASONABLE SPECULATION THAT
ANY ATTEMPTS AT PESTICIDAL CONTROL OF SALTWATER MOSQUITO
AND OTHER INSECT LAVAE ON ALFRED COVE FLATS WOULD IMPAIR
OR DESTROY FOOD CHAINS ON WHICH THE BIRD DEPENDS.

LARGE AND SMALL ANIMAL PREDATORS (INCLUDING GREENSHANK) OF
INSECT LAVAE COULD BE REMOVED, MAKING THE CONTROL OF-
MOSQUITOS ETC, ENTIRELY DEPENDENT ON PESTICIDES.

RECLAMATION AS A CONTROL, WOULD HAVE JUST AS DAMAGING AN
EFFECT AS PESTICIDES IN WIPING OUT THE BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
OF THE COVE, BUT A FURTHER LOSS WOULD BE INCURRED AS IS
EXPLAINED IN THE FOLLOWING,

FossiL DeposITs

THE ALFRED COVE FLATS ARE CQMPRISED OF AN UNMODIFIED FOSSIL
DEPOSIT OF SEA SHELLS SoME / 000 YEARS oLD. [HE DEPOSIT
RECORDS LEVELS REACHED BY THE RISE IN THE SEA 20 To 6
THOUSAND YEARS AGO, FOLLOWING THE LAST ICE AGE.

BECAUSE OF PREVIOUS RECLAMATION IN THE SWAN RIVER ESTUARY,
ALFRED COVE HAS THE ONLY SURFACE DEPOSIT LEFT FOR STUDY BY
FUTURE GENERATIONS. THE COVE THEREFORE, 1S OF GEOLOGICAL

IMPORTANCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE EVOLUTION OF LOCAL LAND-
SCAPES.,

CONCLUSION

EHIS LEAFLET IS PROVIDED TO ENLIGHTEN THE PEOPLE OF ALFRED
LOVE OF A NEED TO MAINTAIN THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES OF THEIR COMMUNITY.




