LIBRARY

Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions

This PDF has been created for digital
preservation. It may be used for
research but is not suitable for other
purposes. It may be superseded by a
more current version or just be out-of-
date and have no relevance to current
situations.



%

AR A

——
\ e

/




TREE TRUST

mg

Restoring
Nature’'sBalance










PAGE 4

The belief that economic
development and
environmental protection
are incompatible is
common in our society
today. Few will disagree
that our environment
needs protection; there is
also no doubt that
Australia must improve
its economic performance
if we are to maintain our
living standards and
enjoy the natural
environment with which
we are blessed. Tree Trust
is a project which
combines environmental
and economic advantages
to an unprecedented
degree.

The objective Qf Tree
Trust is to establish

105 000 ha of
Tasmanian %

year 2000 using funds
raised entirely from the
private sector.
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The Tree Trust project will result
in major improvements to soil
and water quality and fauna
habitat in the south-west of the
State. It will also make a
significant regional contribution
to the reduction of the
Greenhouse Effect.

Salt encrusted gum leaf
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replanting with trees will restore
the hydrological balance.

Years

TASMANIAN BLUEGUM

Tasmanian Bluegum is not a species which grows naturally in
Western Australia, but it is recognised around the world as one of
the fastest growing high quality wood producing species.

In Western Australia, detailed growth analysis of plots established
throughout the south-west by Department of Conservation and
Land Management (CALM) research scientists has confirmed that
bluegum can grow on a wide range of soil types with a minimum
rainfall of 600mm per annum. The growth rates of bluegums in
Western Australia, on the best sites, are equal to those recorded
anywhere in the world.

The Department of CALM has received a 1.1 million dollar

contribution from the Federal Government’s National Afforestation
Program to conduct research to determine if other tree species can
also be introduced into the hardwood afforestation program.
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The Tree Trust afforestation
project has the potential, in
conjunction with other soil
conservation measures, to
increase the potable (drinkable)
water resource of the south-west
by 340 million cubic metres per
year. The conversion of the
Wellington Catchment water
resource to fresh water will,
alone, save taxpayers $40 million
per year.

Eutrophication

Phosphorus pollution threatens
the long- term viability of every
inland waterway and estuary in
the south of Western Australia.

The partial replacement of
agricultural crops with trees in
catchments will result in a

Algae deposit on the Peel Inlet shoreline
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Seams of salt choking trees..

marked reduction of phosphorus
input as a consequence of lower
fertiliser use and lowering of the
water table.

Estuarine and inland waterways
provide critical habitat for local
fauna and migratory birds.
Strategic afforestation will
prevent habitat destruction by
phosphorus and salt pollution.

Tree crops can provide an interim
cash crop to farms currently
affected by pesticide residues.

105 000 ha of Tasmanian Blue
Gum plantations will consume 13
per cent (3.4 million tonnes) of the
carbon dioxide currently emitted
in Western Australia.

THE IMPACT OF HARDWOOD REFORESTATION
ON CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS

Total Output of Carbon Dioxide
from WA for 1987 22.3 Million Tonnes
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Tree Trust will be responsible for
the management of the project.

Its board will consist of two
directors appointed by a timber
industry consortium, a
representative of CALM and an
independent chairman.

The functions of the Tree Trust
will be to oversee and coordinate
an integrated approach to the
establishment of the plantations,
oversee the marketing of the
produce and maximise the
environmental benefit of the
plantations to south Western
Australia.

The timber industry consortium
will provide seed capital for the
project and nominate timber
industry representatives to the
Tree Trust Board.

CALM will establish and manage
the plantations under a
commercial contract with Tree
Trust. No taxpayers funds will be
invested in the project.

Opportunities for investment in
the Tree Trust will be available to
the general public and Australian
and overseas companies.

Both small and large investors
can therefore participate in Tree
Trust, and its benefits will be
shared by all Western Australians
for generations to come.
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Sir Donald Eckersley examines Bluegum trees which are part of a 127 hectare planting on his farm at Harvey. This year CALM
has planted 2 200 hectares of Tasmanian Bluegum plantations in co-operation with farmers.
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