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Montebello/Barrow Islands Marine
Conservation Reserves

The State Government has created a new marine park at
the Montebello Islands, a new marine park at Barrow
Island and a new marine management area at the Barrow
and Lowendal islands.

The Montebello/Barrow Islands marine conservation
reserves are located between 60 and 100 km off the
north-west coast of Western Australia, approximately
1600 km north of Perth. The Montebello Islands Marine
Park includes the waters around the Montebello Islands
while the Barrow Island Marine Park includes an area of
high conservation value on the western side of Barrow
Island. The Barrow Island Marine Management Area
includes the remainder of the waters around Barrow
Island as well as the waters around the Lowendal Islands.

The reserves are part of a network of marine conservation
reserves that protect the marine environments of the
Pilbara and Ningaloo coasts.

An archipelago of more than 250 low lying islands and
islets in the Pilbara offshore marine bioregion, the
Montebello/Barrow islands are an important marine
conservation area, as well as one of the State’s most
productive areas for hydrocarbon production and pearl
culture. Recreational and commercial fishing and an
expanding nature-based tourism industry are also key
activities in the region.

Managing the marine environment

The State Government is committed to the conservation
of the State’s marine biodiversity and the sustainable use
of our coastal resources. A major strategy to achieve
these objectives is to establish a network of marine
conservation reserves along our coast. The WA system of
marine reserves is part of Australia’s National
Representative System of Marine Protected Areas.
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Other complementary ways of conserving and managing
our marine environment include pollution control,
environmental impact assessment of development
proposals, fisheries management, wildlife protection, oil
spill response capability and maritime safety regulations.

The conservation and sustainable use of WA’s marine
environment is everyone’s responsibility. By working
together to promote wise use we can ensure that future
generations enjoy the same opportunities that exist today.

What are marine conservation
reserves?

Marine conservation reserves (also known as marine
protected areas or MPAs) are special areas of the ocean
and estuaries that are established to provide increased
legal protection for marine flora and fauna and their
habitats, to promote wise use and enjoyment of these areas
and enhanced management of commercial and
recreational activities.

In some parts of Australia MPAs are areas where no
fishing or collecting is permitted (i.e. no-take areas or
marine sanctuaries). In other instances, governments have
adopted a multiple-use approach that allows for a variety
of uses, including fishing and tourism within reserves.

Most existing marine conservation reserves in WA,
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including the Montebello/Barrow Islands marine
conservation reserves, are multiple use reserves that
usually have a range of zone types, including sanctuary
zones, within their boundaries.

Zoning is an important part of the management framework
in multiple-use marine reserves. The partial or total
restriction of fishing and other extractive activities,
including petroleum drilling and mining, in some zones is
a key strategy to conserve marine flora, fauna and habitats.
These zones are also essential for research and monitoring
activities. Zoning allows potentially conflicting activities
to be separated.

Montebello Islands Marine Park and
Barrow Island Marine Park zones

The Montebello Islands Marine Park has sanctuary,
recreational, special purpose (benthic protection), special
purpose (pearling) and general use zones. The Barrow
Island Marine Park is all sanctuary zone.

Sanctuary zones are ‘look but don’t take’ areas managed for
nature conservation and low-impact recreation and tourism.
Sanctuary zones are important for research and monitoring
programs as they provide relatively ‘undisturbed’ sites for
comparisons with other areas of the marine park. Sanctuary
zones are also important as refuge areas for marine life as
well as helping to replenish adjacent areas.

Recreation zones are managed for nature conservation
and recreation, including recreational fishing, where this
is compatible with conservation values.

Special purpose (benthic protection) zones provide
protection for benthic communities and allow trolling only.

Special purpose (pearling) zones are managed for the
priority use of pearling. Other permitted uses in the
marine park that are compatible with pearling are also
allowed in these zones.

General-use zones are managed for nature conservation
while allowing for sustainable commercial and
recreational activities.
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ZONING SCHEME for the

MONTEBELLO/BARROW ISLANDS
MARINE CONSERVATION RESERVES
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Y = Yes = No
Assess = Proposal will be assessed by relevant agencies
in accordance with standard procedures.

Subject to the Western Australian Marine Act 1982.
Subiect to the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 and the
Pearling Act 1990.

o

Wildlife Conservation Act 1950.

d Licence required from Dept of Conservation and Land Management
and/or Dept of Fisheries and/or Dept of Industry and Resources
and/or Dept of Environment/Environmental Protection Authority.

e Activities permitted unless the activity is shown to be incompatible
with the specified primary purpose of the zone.

f  Subject to the Environmental Protection Act 1986.

g Boating and associated activities, and surface water sports may be
restricted in specific-areas where there is a-clear need for such
restrictions.

h  Charter vessel fishing is not permitted in the two recreation zones,
however unguided recreational fishing by customers of charter
operators is permitted in recreation zones.

D USES IN ZONES ‘

PERMITTE

¢ Subject to the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 and the

ACTIVITY

COMMERCIAL

Pearling b, d

Aquaculture b, d

Commercial beche de mer fishing b.d
Commercial trap fishing b.d
Commercial long line b, d
Commercial beach seine 0 d
Commercial wetlining b, d

Commercial prawn trawling b.d

Commercial mud crabbing b,d
b, d

b, d

Commercial aquarium collecting

Commercial specimen collecting
T

f

Mineral and petroleum exploration (seismic)

Petroleum drilling and mineral development
b, d

cd

Charter vessels - fishing
Charter vessels - other

RECREATIONAL

Boating (motor and non-motorised) &

Surface water sports @
Recreational rock lobster fishing

Recreational line fishing ]

Recreational netting
Spearfishing

Recreational crabbing b

Recreational aquarium & specimen collecting
Snorkelling and diving
Wildlife interaction  © 5

Surfing

OTHER

Proposals for marine infrastructure

(e.g. moorings) @

Pipelines (including dredging for pipelines) f
Dredging and dredge spoil dumping

for shipping activities

Research d

Military flying training in restricted aispace
R852A & R852B (above 10,000 ft)

MONTEBELLO ISLANDS BARROW
MARINE PARK, ISLAND
BARROW ISLAND MARINE

MANAGEMENT
MARINE PARK AREA

Sanctuary Zone
Recreation Zone
Special Purpose
enthic protection)
Special Purpose
(pearling) Zone
General Use Zone
Conservation Area
(benthic fauna/
seabird protection)
Unzoned areas
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Produced by CALM Marine Conservation Branch (MSH)
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