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Further information
West Kimberley District Office

Department of Conservation and Land
Management

111 Herbert Street
Broome WA 6725
Ph (08) 9192 1036 Fax (08) 9193 5027

Website: www.naturebase.net
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All other images copyright Department of Conservation
and Land Management unless stated.

204499-12-1M

YOUR GUIDE TO

‘suorje[ngdar Ayoyes

swpew pue Anjiqeded ssuodsax [[ids 10 ‘uondajoid
P Fuswegeurw sa119ysy ‘spesodoid juswdoraasp
JO JusWISsIsse 10edull [BIUSWUOIIAUD [ONUOD
uonnyjod spn[oul JUSWUOIIAUD SULIRW INO Fuldeurw
pue SurAIasu0d Jo shem Areyuswd[dwod 1Py

“SBIIy Pa199101]
SULIBJA| JO WAISAG dA11IUSIdOY] [RUONIBN] S,BI[BISNY
JO 11ed S1 S9ATOSII JULIBUI JO WAISAS Y\ YL ISBOD
INO BUO[E S9AISSAI UOIIBAIISUOD JULIBW JO J}I0MISU

® USI[BISS 01 ST S9ATIO(qO 3833 A9y 01 4318118
Iofewl Y/ *S90INOSAI [BISBOD INO JO 35N J[RUIRBISNS

32 puB AJISISAIPOI] SULIBW §,31B1S 33 JO UONIBAIISUOD
33 01 PANIWWOD ST IUSWUISAOL) 18IS Y [,

JUSWIUOIIAUS dulibw 8y} BuiBoupi|p

]9 I pue Joay ssnatrodur]

punoze s1a3em 19dodp sy ut Surysy s310ds ssepd plrom
sop1aoid Os[e pue UOIIBUNISIP WISHINOI PIse]-2InIeu
pue Suralp 1orwaid e s Bale 9y ] ‘U013l OYIoRJ I1S9M
Opu[ 9y3 Jo [ed1dA) eUNe) pUE BIO]J JO31 [BIOD JIUBIIO
JO Aelre 3s19AIp pue youl A[[euondadxs ue 01 swoy

SIe S[BOYS AS[MOY] Y | "UOHR[SIZ] I[BMUOWWO))
IOpUN JA19S9Y] AINIBN] [BUOHIBN] SULIBIA

B SI Jooy] PIBWISN “IBJ SULIRJA S[ROYG A3]M0y] a3 dn
eW s191BM 31BIG SUIPUNOLINS 119Y1 PUR Joy MIS[D
pue Jooy] asnatradu] Joay PIBWISJA PUB Joy 9D
‘199 9snatraduiy :$J991 9313 JO ISISUOD PUB ‘ISBOD
AS[Ioquury] 9Y3 JO U Q¢ 19A0 PIAIBIO] A1k S[ROYS Y |
*S[]OTR [B10D 33Pa J[oYs

JO 91dwrexs 189 s BIRNSNY I8 S[eOYS AS[MOY 9y [
~red oy 105 ued

JusWwadeuRW B BUISLI[S1 ST PUE S[BOYS 93 SUlpunoiins
SI91BM 91B1G dY2 JO [[B 9pN[oUl 01 JIeJ SULIBJN S[BOYS
AS]MOY] 91 PIPURIXA SBY TUSWIUISAOL) 18IS Y ],

NIDd SULIDIA S|POYS AS|IMOyY

OWLEY

SHOALS
Marine Park

Entrusted to the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority
and managed by the Department of Conservation and
Land Management, in partnership with other State and

Commonwealth agencies and users, on behalf of all Australians.
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PROTECTING THE KEY VALUES

Ecological values

The coral reef communities of the Rowley Shoals
Marine Park are exceptionally rich and diverse,
representing oceanic coral reef communities typical
of the Indo-West Pacific. Lying in the clear, outer
waters of the Rowley Shelf, the Rowley Shoals
Marine Park is home to many species not typically
found in the relatively turbid, inshore waters of
northern tropical WA and contributes to the
conservation of WA’s marine biodiversity.

Along with Seringapatam Reef and Scott Reef
further north, the Rowley Shoals form part of a
series of ecological ‘stepping stones’ linking WA and
south-east Asian waters. The larvae of many coral
reef species, whose origins are in Indonesian waters,
are transported southward by currents flowing from
the Pacific Ocean to the northern Indian Ocean,
stopping off at reef systems in the current’s path.
The Rowley Shoals are believed to be an important

upstream source of fish and coral larvae for reefs

further south in WA.

How will the Rowley Shoals Marine
Park be managed?

Effective management of the marine park depends on
the support, cooperation and participation of the
major commercial and recreational user groups.
Visitors need to acknowledge, understand and support
the objectives of the reserves. Commonwealth
government activities inside and outside the reserves
should be sympathetic to the purposes of the reserves.

Rowley Shoals Marine Park is vested (legally
entrusted) to the Marine Parks and Reserves
Authority, a community-based body established by the
State Government to oversee the statewide system of
marine conservation reserves.

The Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) is the primary day-to-day
manager of the marine reserves, in partnership with
other State and Commonwealth Government
agencies, particularly the Department of Environment
and Heritage (DEH), and major user groups. The
Department of Fisheries (DoF) will continue to
manage recreational fishing in the marine park in close
cooperation with CALM. The detailed management
arrangements for the marine park are outlined in the
Rowley Shoals Marine Park Management Plan. A
Memorandum of Understanding outlines cooperative

arrangements between CALM, DEH and DoFE.

The primary focus of management in the initial years
will be the implementation of the new zoning scheme
and the establishment of education, public
participation, research and monitoring programs.
Ongoing user group involvement in the day to day
management of the park will be vital.

Education and public participation programs help to
raise community awareness, understanding and support
for the marine park and promote community
cooperation and involvement in management.

The Rowley Shoals are the best geological example of
shelf-edge atolls on the Australian continental shelf, with
the three reefs representing three distinct stages of atoll
formation and providing insights into the historical
development of such atolls.

The Rowley Shoals contain some of the most spectacular
coral reefs in the world. In addition to a rich diversity of
corals, fish, molluscs and other invertebrates, a number of
which are unique to Australia, the Rowley Shoals Marine
Park is home to sea turtles. It is the second largest breeding
colony of the rare red-tailed tropic bird, and at least

13 species of marine mammals visit the area. The deep
waters adjacent to the atolls support abundant populations of
large, pelagic species such as sharks, marlin and sailfish.

Social values

The relative isolation of the Rowley Shoals means the
marine park is renowned for its unspoilt coral gardens,
giant clams, lumbering potato cods and other abundant
reef and game fish. The spectacular seascapes combining
islands, lagoons, steep ‘drop-offs’ and oceanic waters, as
well as the sense of wilderness, are attracting an increasing
number of visitors to the area, from both Australia and
overseas. Most visitors arrive on commercial tour boats
and enjoy SCUBA diving and snorkelling, sports fishing
for game fish, boating and island-based activities such as
beachcombing. Nature-based tourism is a growing
industry. Commercial fishing is prohibited in the marine
park.

Research programs aim to develop an understanding of the
natural and social environment of the marine park, provide
baseline information for monitoring programs and
information to assist management.

Monitoring programs detect changes in the environment
and provide the information to trigger management action

before undesirable impacts occur.

The scientific value of the Rowley Shoals Marine Park
is considerable. Because of its relatively undisturbed
condition, the Rowley Shoals Marine Park is an
important domestic and international scientific
reference location against which the ‘health’ of
intensively used reefs of WA and the Indo-West
Pacific can be compared. Such comparisons are
essential to our understanding of the effects of human
activities on coral reef communities.

What can you do to care for the
Rowley Shoals Marine Park?

Peter & Margy Nicholas/Lochman Transparencies

KNOW your park, the boundaries, the regulations,
the zones and what you can do, and where.

UNDERSTAND how your activities may affect the

marine park.

INVOLVE yourself and others in caring for the marine
park:
e Take your litter home with you when you leave.

¢ Avoid disturbing or feeding marine wildlife such as

birds or fish.

e Be active and take part in the Marine Community
Monitoring Program (contact CALM for details).

e Observe fishing restrictions, bag limits and size limits.

The Marine Community Monitoring
Program

You can become actively involved in conserving the
Rowley Shoals Marine Park by taking part in integrated
programs to monitor and increase our understanding of
the marine plants and animals on the seabed, fish species,
and how the area is used.

The Management Advisory
Committee

Industry, local users and the community will be able to
contribute to the ongoing management of the marine
park through the Management Advisory Committee that
helps CALM to manage the marine reserves. (Contact
CALM for details.)

Remember if we all work together we can protect

and enjoy this magnificent environment!
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