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Lake Ardath is a small naturally saline lake 25 km south of the town of Bruce Rock. The lake is subject to increasing salinity
and an altered flooding/drying regime and some areas of fringing vegetation are showing signs of stress. Some modification
of the lakes inflow and outflow has occurred to facilitate recreational use of the lake.
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Species Richness

With a total of six species recorded, Lake Ardath was not
an important site for waterfowl during the period of
monitoring but was used opportunistically by a small
number of birds. Both species richness and abundance
were low on all sampling occasions with the Grey Teal,
Hoary-headed Grebe and Australian Shelduck dominant
and found in both years. Lake Ardath was dry in 2002.
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Species richness at Lake Ardath.
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The waterbird community was similar in both years
principally because of the dominance of the three species
mentioned.
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Wheatbelt Wetlands Monitoring

The Salinity action Plan Wheatbelt Wetlands
Monitoring programme commenced in 1997 with
the sampling of five wetlands and was expanded
to include 13 in 1998 and finally a total of 25
wetlands in 1999. These monitoring wetlands
have been sampled every second year since
commencement, such that half of the wetlands
are sampled in alternating years. Wetlands first
sampled in 1997 have now been sampled 4 times.
While this actually yields few data points and
interpretation is, at this stage, imprecise it is
expected that as the project continues and further
data points are collected an increasingly accurate
estimate of wetland trends will be achieved.
Faunal sampling includes, waterbird species
richness and abundance, aquatic invertebrate
species richness and abundance and water-
chemistry. Sampling of these parameters is
directed toward tracking trends in biodiversity of
the wetlands individually and as a group to
reflect the status of wheatbelt wetlands generally.
This brief note presents data for waterbird
surveys up to 2003 and is intended as an annual
mechanism for reporting data from this project.

Waterbird Richness and Abundance in
the Wheatbelt
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