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This brochure covers the wildflower drives easily reached from Mingenew and Three Springs.
Both these towns originated to serve the local farming and pastoral communities, and are situated
on the railway line that runs from Perth to Geraldton, rail being the principal mode of transport
for produce in the early days. They also happen to be where the red loam farming land meets
the coastal sandplain. So one can see a variety of flowers according to the soil they grow in.

The sandplain areas, north-west and south of
Mingenew and west and south of Three Springs,
considered uneconomic for farming until the discovery of
trace elements in the 1950's, present a beautiful display
of many different wildflowers, especially in the peak
flowering time from September to November.

You will see Candle Banksias, Smokebush
Conospermum stoechadis, Flame Grevilleas, One-sided
Bottlebrush Calothamnus quadrifidus, Cone Flowers,
Pink Coppercups Pileanthus filifolius, Yellow Pop
Flowers, Thryptomene and Melaleucas in almost every
hue of lemon, white, pink, mauve and red. These are
followed by many Verticordia species especially the
Scarlet Feather-flower and Orange Eremaea. Later in
December the flowers of Woody Pear Xylomelum
angustifolium, Grevillea candelobroides and Cauliflower
Verticordia Verticordia brownii appear.

Stop and take a walk ,mBo:om” the flowering shrubs
and you will find Orchids, Flannel Flowers and many
other small flowering plants.

All wildflower drives occur partly over gravel roads.
This is where the best flowers are found.

DRIVE ONE

SOUTH ROAD DRIVE - 78 KILOMETRES.

There is a steep river crossing on Robinson Road,
take care if you are towing a caravan. Leave Mingenew
on the South Road and drive through farming country.
The roadsides bloom with sandplain wildflowers. The
cerise-pink Coppercups stand out in late Spring.

Scarlet Feather Flower
Verticordia grandis

From now on you will see all the flowers mentioned
on the previous panel. The patches of gum trees in the
shrub landscape are Coastal Blackbutt Eucalyptus
todtiana, with brown bark and weeping branches or
Tallerack Eucalyptus tetragorna with its silvery-grey
foliage and nuts. Just before the Arrowsmith Crossing
are thickets of a deep pink, almost red Thryptomene
which flowers in October and November. The
Arrowsmith River does not flow into the sea but empties
into a lake.
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The best display of Verticordia can be seen along
Robinson Road.

Both red and blue Leschenaultia and many interesting
varieties of Banksia can be seen along these roads.
Natta Road also has patches of the lovely Plumed
Smokebush Conospermum incurvum, and a small area
of Wandoo.

About half way along Carey Road you will see clumps
of Mottlecah Eucalyptus macrocarpa growing on each
side of the road. This Mallee, sometimes called Rose of
the West, displays its three flower colours of pink, red
and cream here.

Return to Mingenew via Scott Road, or, if you wish to
travel to Three Springs, follow Carey Road into Arrino
West Road.

DRIVE TWO

HYDRAULIC ROAD, COCKATOO CANYON DRIVE
75 KILOMETRES.

The same sandplain area can be approached from
Three Springs. The salt creek crossings on Hydraulic
Road could be wet in winter. Information on the state of
the road is available from Three Springs Tourist Office or
Shire Office. i

Drive through farmland along Eneabba Road, Nebru
Road and Arrino South Road.

About 11 kms along Hydraulic Road you will be in
sandplain wildflower country with stands of Acorn
Banksia Banksia prionotes and Candle Banksias Banksia
attenuata, One-sided Bottlebrush and Plumed
Smokebush. Two native shrubs favoured by beekeepers
as honey producers, the strongly scented Honey bush
Hakea lissocarpha and Parrot Bush Dryandra sessilis
also grow here.

Take care at the river crossing on Robinson Road
and follow as for Drive 1. Return to Three Springs via
Arrino West Road and Midlands Scenic Way.
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