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Throughout history forests have E== = = = _ == =
served the human community s .
in many ways.




Forests are important to the air
we breathe . . .

Forests protect the water we drink . . .

Forests are the habitat of much of
our wildlife . . .

Forests give us timber, paper, honey,
eucalyptus oil, charcoal . . .

These values remain as important
as ever.
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Forests have often been described
as nature’s air-conditioner’. They
are also ‘nature’s playground'.

It is not enough to see forests as a
source of ‘products’. They are also
a source of pleasure.

Forests are not just a place where
animals find food but a place
where hurnan beings find fun.
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Perhaps you would like to drive
through the forest. In this way you
can watch the changing scenery
from the comfort of the car or bus.
You can stop at different points to
view particular features at leisure or
at close range, or just to take in the
sounds, smells and general
‘atmosphere’ of the bush.




Cr you could walk. By walking you
see the forest close up at all times
and can experience its richness and
diversity much more intimately.

You may like a walk of just a few
hours or a week-long mountain trek.










Then there are the cross-country
skiers and the snow campers, for
whom winter has turned the forest
into a wonderland . . .
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For others, the forest is recreation.

They do not bring their recreation
to the forest but find it in the sheer
joy of seeing the forest, hearing it,
smelling it, touching it — and trying
to understand it better.

As they walk through the forest, they
think about the ground underfoot.

Is it soft and moist? . . . or dry and
hard? What does this have to say
about the geography, about the
rainfall, about the plant species,
about ... ?







Or they find themselves stroking the
surface of leaves and bark with
their fingertips, smelling the scent

of wildflowers and trees, trying to
identify the intriguing forest sounds
that ring out across the ridges or
murmur gently from the gullies.




They look, quietly and intently, for
birds, mammals, reptiles, insects . . .
or, in the case of the more elusive
and nocturnal animails, for their
tracks and traces.

They find much to do — and to enjoy
—in the forest.

You may care to join them.




A

Te not enoug




For a start, find out from your State
Forest Service what regulations are
in force about camping in State
Forests.

There are probably rules about
campfires. You may be required
to bring a portable toilet.

In any case, there should be plenty
of cleared area around your fire.
When you have finished with it,
douse it with water or cover the
ashes with soil.

Make sure there is no pollution
of the waterways.

And don't rubbish the bush!

The forest has its dangers. Whether
camping or on a day trip, you
should be caretul.

Be prepared for changes in the
wecather.

Wear the right sort of clothing and
carry the right sort of equipment.

Try not to fravel alone. Always inform
the authorities or some responsible
person about your trip.




Your State Forest Service
can help you to enjoy
your Stcate Forests.

Facilities differ from State to State

but the following are cornmaon:

® signposts and notice boards

@ picnic spots and camping sites

e nature trails, forest walks,
scenic drives

@ literature and maps

® advisory services

Before visiting your
forests, why not visit
your forest service?




CONTACT

Forestry Commission of New South Wales
95-99 York Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000 Tel (02) 234 1567

State Forests and Lands Service

Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
601 Bourke Street

MELBOURNE VIC 3000 Tel (03) 6179222

Department of Forestry

4] George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4000 Tel (07) 2240515

Woods and Forests Department

135 Waymouth Street

ADELAIDE SA 5000 Tel (08) 2167211

Forests Department

50 Hayman Road

COMO WA 6152 Tel (09) 367 6333

Forestry Commission of Tasmania

199 Macquarie Street

HOBART TAS 7000 Tel (002) 308033
~Northern Territory Conservation Commission

Stuart Highway

BERRIMAH NT 5788 Tel (089) 220211

ACT Forests Branch

Department of Territories and Local Government

South Building, London Circuit

CANBERRA CITY 2601 Tel: (062) 462211
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