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Wilcock’s Road 13km

Along this road the bush is much lower and
composed of different plants. Woolly Bush is
prominent, with Round-fruited Banksia,
Burdett’s Banksia and the stiff, spiky Hakea,
Needles and Corks.

Mudge Road 11.7km

The Wildflower Farm is entered from this road.
This enterprise grows Australian plants on a
large scale. g

Launer Road 13.5km

Although grassy weeds
have invaded much of
this roadside, it is still
very colourful in
spring, with
Banksias, Honey-
myrtles, Starflowers,
Grevilleas,
Featherflowers and
Western Iris
contributing to a
glorious bouquet.
Look out especially
for clumps of the
exquisite lilac
flowers of
Many-headed
Fringelily.

Banksia burdettii
Burdett's Banksia

Lachnostachys eriobotrya
Lambswool
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REMEMBER THE COUNTRY CODE!
Take nothing but photographs.
Leave nothing but footprints.

TRAFFIC SAFETY

When stopping by the roadside, signal your
intentions in plenty of time to alert the following
traffic.

Do not park on crests or curves, or where traffic
visibility is poor.

If crossing a road, keep control of children and
pets.

BEST TIMES FOR TRAVEL

Most wildflowers are at their best from August in
the east of the Shire, through to December in the
west, although there is something in flower all
year round.

FACILITIES AVAILABLE
COOROW: Food, fuel, hotel, caravan park.
MARCHAGEE: Fuel.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact:
Shire of Coorow (099) 52 1103.

Produced by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
in consultation with the Shire of
Coorow.

1990 Drawings by Margaret Pieroni.
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Coorow - Midwest
Wildflowers
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Melaleuca steedmanii
Scarlet Honeymyrtle

Roadside
Conservatio
Committee




Just after entering
this road, the
westen roadside
appears not to
have many native
plants on it, but
watch out for a
prostrate shrub,
the unusual Rose
Darwinia. These
are some of the
best specimens in
the area.

tSiIr)rl"llenf%;sct)lilgl?reSt ngklfas fr‘incgiina
Look out for tall Pink ink Spike Hakea

Spike Hakeas, cream Waxflowers, golden

Wattles and many different Honey-myrtles - pink,
mauve, yellow and especially the superb Scarlet
Honey-myrtle.

Notice how, where the sandy soil has been
disturbed, weeds quickly take over.

Thomas Road 9.3km

Again an upland road, traversing sand over
gravel. There are many attractive mallees, with
excellent nectar flow throughout the year which
supports many small birds. Look out also for

colourful shrubs such as Red Pokers and purple
Firebush.

Randell Road

Detour along this road for a short stretch, to see
what rural roads used to look like, before vehicles
became wider and faster. The dense trees and
shrubs create a beautiful green tunnel effect over
the road.

Back on Thomas Road, there is a good view
eastwards of a wide gently-sloping valley,
characteristic of this landscape.

LAUNER

WILDFLOWER °
FARM

MUDGE ROAD
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Gunyidi-Wubin Road 21.6km

For the first 8km, AN
the road is on the
north side of salt : N R
lakes, where the N
water collects after
rain. When the

lakes dry out, the

salt crystals glint

in the sun.

Around the shore

is a woodland of
York Gums with
wattles, the leafless
Ballart and Hop Bush
forming an understorey.

Woody Pear

Further west, the road crosses the Gunyidi
Sandplain. The deep yellow sand was deposited
here during a drier climatic period, blown by
strong winds from a depression east of Coorow.
The dominant plants are Banksias, Woody Pear
and Sandplain Cypress.

Stop at Gunyidi
Pool (now
usually dry) for
a good look at
this very rich
community.
There are
excellent
examples of
Pear-Fruited
Mallee, which
has large red or
cream hanging
flowers that
open in spring.
Among the
tussocks of Cord Rush will be found many small
plants such as orchids, trigger plants and
everlastings, together with colourful shrubs such
as feather flowers and Coppercups.

Pileanthus filifolius
Summer Coppercups

MARCHAGEE

Xylomelum angustifolium -

Coorow West

West of the Midlands Road, the Darling Fault is
the boundary of the ancient Yilgarn Shield. The
fault line lies in a depression occupied by a chain
of lakes and creeks.

Land to the west of the fault has subsided,
probably when Australia was breaking away from
the ancient continent of Gondwanaland, and has
been filled with sediments. The soils are deep
infertile sands with some gravelly areas.

Most of the roadsides are wider than needed for
traffic to preserve them as a wildflower drives.

Coorow Shire acknowledges the value of these
roadsides for conservation and tourism and
agrees, so far as is possible, to manage them so as
to protect and enhance the native vegetation.

The Marchagee Track 31km

This road, which follows an early route
used by fisherman heading for

the coast, travels through
dense scrub of Banksia,
Woody Pear and Northern
Chittick. It passes
between Watheroo
National Park and
Lake Pinjarrega
Nature Reserve.

This is a rich area
with many

different plants, at
its best during late
winter and spring.
Featherflowers are
especially abundant,
including Mueller’s Featherflower, whose spindly
stems hold up sheaves of deep maroon flowers in
November. Look along the edges of firebreaks for
small plants such as Rush-like Leschenaultia,
Sundews and Button Daisies.

Verticordia muelleriana
Mueller's Feather-flower
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