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CONTO HISTORY

The coastline between the southwest
capes is a rough and, at times,
inhospitable place. Huge waves pound
the shores and gale force winds whip
along the coast. Yet. for all of its fury
the area can also be a peaceful place.
ideal for camping, relaxing and
exploring.

It was back in the 1940°s when a group
of fishermen exploring the area found
a beautiful white beach overhung by
towering cliffs with a fresh water
spring at the base. What a paradise it
must have been, after fighting their
way in without the aid of a road, to
find such a beautiful place must have
seemed like a dream. They built
themselves a small tin shack and sat
down to fish.

Now most of us know that tishing isn’t
the only thing that gets done on fishing
trips. Tales need to be told and tales -
are=s0 much better with the aidweba
drink, so"with them they brought
bottles of their favorite fortified wine
to be drunk in generous quantities,
before discarding the bottles around
the shack. It was called “Conto Wine™
and it is from these bottles that the
beach, springs, and campgrounds have
taken their name,
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Originally taken up as a lease by Mr.
A.P. Bussell in the carly 1880°s, Conto
has changed hands several times.
Cleared in the 1930°s by

Edward Willmott, 1t was used as
grazing and holding grounds for cattle
until the early 1970°s when the
National Parks Authority bought the
land.

WILDLIFE IN THE
PARK

Brushtail Possums (7richosurus
Vulpecula) are regular visitors to
campsites. These possums have
adapted to live with humans. Feeding
possums can affect their health,
sometimes resulting in their deaths.
Please keep all foods secure in tents
and cars.

Splendid Wrens (Malurus splendens)
are the small bright blue birds found in
the dense shrubs and lower branches.
Thev live in family groups, sharing the
dutics of gathering food and tending to
voung. The males are bre€®®hile the
females are grey.

Carpet Pythons (AMorelia spilota
suh.n:hricata) are common on the
coast. ‘They are greenish brown with
black lined yellow biotches and often
exceed 2moin length  They have teeth

but are not poisonot-. ~ilioyg prey b
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Red Tailed Cockatoos
(Culyptorhychus magnificus) are the
rarest of the black cockatoos you will
see in the treetops. They have a large
black crest on the head and are almost
entirely black except for the red
feathers on the underside of the tail.

For Your Safety

The L.eeuwin Naturaliste National Park
contains many natural features that can
be hazardous to visitors.

When enjoying the National Park
please read and understand the various
warning signs throughout the Park and
please be aware of;

o CIiff Risk Areas: In many
parts of the National Park there
are large cliffs and unstable
ground. Please stay on marked
paths and stay clear of cliff
edges and overhangs.

e Swimming Risks: The ocean
can be very unpredictable, even
on calm_gays strong rips and
undertows can form. There are
also often large swells and
King waves on this coast.
Please keep away from slippery
rocks and never let
inexperienced swimmers or
children swim unsupervised.
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