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Your Parks Under
~ Threat

The principal aim of National Parks is
conservation. They are areas set aside from
exploitative activity so that a representative or
unique ecosystem or landscape can be protected
for all time. In addition, they provide us with
- opportunities for inspiration, education and
enjoyment.

As our resources dwindle, populations increase
and work hours shorten, more pressure is applied
to the limited area of National Parks. It is up to us
to take responsibility for our National Parks and
So protect them from degradation, whether that be
from mining, tourist developments, adjacent land
pressures or inappropriate fire use.
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The Fitzgerald Story
In 1971 proposals were put forward to mine coal and

other minerals in the Fitzgerald Flora and Fauna
Reserve.

Though the mining company promised a port and .
hundreds of jobs, some of the locals opposed the
destruction of the only wilderness area left in the S.W.
Wheatbelt, and undertook a public campaign against it.

By 1973 their efforts were rewarded by the
cancellation of mining leases and the gazettal of
Fitzgerald as an ‘A’ class National Park.

The group formed an association around the Park,
primarily for social and educational activities, but found
that threats to the integrity of the Park continued and
appropriate action was again warranted.

In 1982 they discovered that the buffer surrounding
the Park had been surveyed for farmland and bulldozing
had commenced on boundary lines.

The Government of the day denied responsibility
stating that they had to uphold the previous
Government’s commitments to opening up the land, and
said they would see what could be done. After long and
frustrating negotiations the Government was convinced
that it had made the wrong choice and backed off.

Today, the Fitzgerald River National Park Association
(F.R.N.P.A.) play a major role in management planning
for the Park. Their aim is to change attitudes through
education, “stimulating an awareness of the joys of
loving and caring for the earth” and to ensure that this
unique wilderness area is managed primarily for the
conservation of its natural features.
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Parks Can’t Look After
Themsel VeS European settlement

has brought about such radical changes to
the natural ecosystem that careful management
is required now to protect parks damage.

It is only since 1984 that
the authorities have been
required by law to prepare
management plans. These
should be based upon
detailed biological research
of the Park so that roads or
other facilities can be sited
where they will do the
least damage, and fire
management carried out in

the most environmentally
sound manner.

As these plans can take
a number of years to
complete, we must be
vigilant and active to
ensure that any proposed
developments in the
meantime do not erode
Park values.

Funding and Staffing
— or the Lack of it

W.A. National Parks have
always suffered from a lack
of funds and staff leaving
some Parks unmanned and
open to activities such as
hunting, rubbish dumping,
and indiscriminate
firewood collection.

W.A. is the only state
that does not provide
visitor information
centres in National Parks.

The figures below
indicate that other state
governments place far
more importance on
National Parks than
does the W.A. Govt.

Staff per
State 10,000 ha $ per ha
N.S.W. 83/84 1.85 10.76
VIC. 83/84 3.62 10.08
SA. 83/84 6.41 2.40
WA. 83/84 0.23 0.94

Data for N.S.W. and S.A. include all conservation parks and reserves. ,




