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TUART

(BEucalyptus gomphocephala),

ITIUARYT is in some respecis unigue. ¥t is one o the foughest and densest tim-

bers in the world, angd for thai veason has found accepltance wherever these
qualities ave.prime. essenfials, The teehnical designalion {gomj)h()('cphcrfu) hag re-
ference to the markedly peeuliny swelling or }mngmo -over appearance of the lid
of the ealyx tube.This is a very marked feature of the speeies, It is a hand-
some encalypl, and has a wonderfully bright -and cheerlul appearance in the
forest, In its younger stages the species is very beautiful, and on this account
it has been utilised for ornamental purposes in places in the Hastern States. It
ig straight and well-clothed, and it has an aliractive bright green leaf, and in this
respect 1% not unlike the Kavtd, When it has developed out of the seedling and
sapling Stqges, the leaves gel narrower and more elongated than formerly. It
is confined in its natural habital to the lmestone belé lymg along the coast be-

tween Lake Pn]gar on the North, and the Sabina River, on the South, some 12

miles North of Busselton. Curionsly enough, it is not to be found anywhere else
in the State, although limestone oceurs all round the coast Jine. The best Tuart
is to be found between the Sabina River and the Capel, It attains a leight up
to 100 feet, with a bole 35 {o 4.) feet, and a dmmeter to & feef. Iis prime

- physical pro pu‘{ics ave:—

- Weight per Lubu, foot (green)--78Ibs.

_'--3AL 12 per. cent. moisture-—G3ibs,

L Tyansverse strength—17, ](}Oli)&,. })(,1‘ sqml:‘c mch
ensﬂ(, str(,notllwd() oOOliJs }JLI‘ square mch

The timber is. \u'v hard and dense, with an miuloclsnd glaln, dmi itg eolour
is yellow. 1_1:_1_1,]1_(, carly days of the Colony’s history ils remarkable toughness was
guickly noted, and in the Pioneer Flowr Mills, where all the machinery was made
of local timber, the cogs in the wheels were invariably of Tuart. At the present
time the timber is extensively used loeally for wheelwright work, espedally the
large naves required for the 9ff. and 10£t. wheels'. of ‘ihe timber whims whieh
operate in the Jarrah and Karri forests. . Its main nse, along with Wandoo, is
for railway wagons and truck -construetion, ~On the. Western Ausiraimn Govern-
ment Railways the cost of inaintenance ‘on ‘frucks has been reduced - from £3 7s. 6d.
to 10s. per anmun per trick Dy substituting for:s
under-carviages.  Like Wandoo, the cobting of
purposes, is forbidden on Crown lands.

11, “except for departmental

A Working Plan has been laid down by the Forests Deparlinent in the Tuart
forest, and a mill established for the working of the {imber. The major oulpui
will be used for the building of raibvay wagons and scantling, while the branch-
wood and waste ends will he used for wheelwright purposes, tool handles, bobbins,
telephone insulator spindles, and a variety of other- purpeses for which Tuart

is eminently suited.
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L Tuart -and ‘Wandoo in the .

The Department liag on hand a supply of small sizes of Tuart,
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"WANDOO

(Ecalyptus redunca, var, clata).

rANDOO does not grow in elose forests, but in open savannah form, and it

15 found seattered jn patehes over nearly the whole of the South-West,

gither by itself or more frequently mixed with Jarrah and Marri. It prefers =

clayey soil, alihough oceasionally il is met with on the sand-plains, It was at

one iime known as the “White Gung,” bul in order to differentiate it from trees

appearing under the same vernacular name in some of the Jastern States, the

native aboriginal term of “Wandoo” has been adopted for the Western Australian
variety. Tts prime physieal properfies are-—

Weight per cubic ool {green)—791bs.

At 12 per cent. moisture—71lbs.

Transverse streneth—16,1001hs. per square inels,
Tensile strength-—16,1001bs. per square ineh.

atthough trees with a yetlowish fing ave not un-

The eolour is light brown,
as the foliowing instances will show i—

common. Tts durability is remarkable,

(3} A pile from the old Serpenfine Bridge on the Bunbury Road, driven
i 1854, when drawn in 1899, 43 years after driving, was in a remarkable

state of preservation.

(2) Cogs of this timber were in use in Hlien’s Brook Flour Mill since
1837, and in 1899 chowed very little wear, and were in a thorough state of
seasoning and preservation.

it is used for all the purposes to which Tuart is applied, as mentioned above.
Tu wnder-carriages of frucks it has a Lile of 25 vears. The top planks of the
trucks on the Western Australian Government Railways arve always made of Wan-
doo, which stands the wear of loading and unloading better than steel. The stan-
chions also of sueh trucks are of Wandoo. A remarkable guality whieh this timber
possesses is that, when used in conjunetion with steel, there is no chemioal action
sef up between the wood and {he metal. Bolts have been ftaken from under-
srames of trucks after 20 years' use, and have heen found to he guite as elean as

“when put there, while the auger marks were siill visihble in the holes.




