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Hand slashers were terrporarily downed in 
the dense scrub of Manjimup Division 
recently. A United States designed machine 
which looks like a cross between a giant 
self-propelled lawn m:::>wer and a log skidder 
chewed its way through many 'gang-weeks' of 
manual labour in just 5 days. There wasn't 
a murmur of complaint about work lost as 
employees feel that their time can be put 
to better use than slashing tall wet, 
unforgiving scrub. 

The wonder 's corrm:m narre is HYDRO AXE and 
it has been on hire to the Forests 
Department, AI/JJA and SOC £ran a South 
Australian contractor. 

In Manjimup the HYDRO AXE was used 
successfully scrub rolling for aerial 
burning preparation, slashing roadside 
verges and walk trails and re-opening 
over-grown tracks (pictured) . 

The HYDRO AXE reduces soil disturbance 
associated with bulldozer scrub rolling, 
saves tine and m:::>ney, creates safe walking 
conditions for hand burning and produces an 
aesthetically acceptable result. 

(It is thought that if the HYDRO AXE could 
be hired again it may be used to cut 
through the jungle of red tape necessary to 
purchase a similar machine.) 

Alan Borda.ere 
Forest Ranger 

I OPEN WEEKENDS I 
To help visitors using the facilities in 
the most popular forest areas adjacent to 
Perth, the Depart:rrent has introduced 
weekend patrols at Jarrahdale, Munda.ring, 
Wanneroo and in the Murray Valley 
(1)../ellingup). At Munda.ring and Kelmscott 
the local offices are also open during the 
weekends for recreation advice. 

Drew Haswell (Northern Region) said that 
the growing interest in the enviroment and 
the increase in forest activities made it 
inportant for foresters to be m:::>re 
accessible to the public. 

CONTINUED on Page 2. 



PROGRESS AT HARVEY 

'Ihings .are m:>ving at Harvey - in timber 
seasoning research. 

Up to June 1982, the remaining softwood 
mill at Harvey, although designed as a 
research mill, was largely preoccupied with 
production. The last hardwood mill at 
IMellingup was in the sane position until 
March 1982 when it was closed due to 
reduced cx:mrercial viability and an 
apparent lack of resource .' 

Although the key to a realistic research 
progra:rme with haravoods is the ability t o 
conduct seasoning research, pl ans for the 
establishlrent of a solar-powered 
progressive tunnel kiln at I),,.iellingup fell 
through due to a staff shortage . 

It was then decided to concentrate all 
aspects of the timber research progra:rme at 
Harvey. Fortunately the high temperature 
kiln at Harvey had been corrpleted several 
years prior to the cessation of production 
- and it was still in good condition. 'Ibe 
kiln, being the only one of its type in 
W.A., enabled a seasoning research 
progra:rme with jarrah to be camenced late 
in 1982. This programrre initially was a 
joint venture by the Department and Mill ars, 
and is now continuing with Bunning Bros . 

'l'he rrove away fran production anci i nto rrore 
concentrated utilization research coi ncided 
with a direct involvenent by Dr Graeme 
Siemon and heralded a new era of 
co-operative action by the Uti lization and 
Research Sections of the Department. It i s 
evident that the combined experience of 
production and research personnel , together 
with a closer liaison with industry , has 
provided an ideal medium for worthwhile 
utilization research. 

In 1983, the Australian Timber Research 
Institute (ATRI) was fanned, which 
broadened the utilization research approach 
to cover all the sawmill industry. 'Ihree 
Departmental staff have since been asked to 
serve on the West Australian ATRI 
carmittee, indicating an acceptance by 
industry of the Department's role in 
utilization research. 

The appointment and subseqrent activities 
of the W.A. Timber Utilization and 
Marketing Task Force have provided 
additional irrpetus to the research 
prograrmes by highlighting the urgency for 
results. 

(Next issue we'll look at the expanding 
facilities at Harvey.) 

Des Robins, Stephen Prokopyszyn ( 'Proko' 
for short) and Keith Wallam (L-R) at work 
in the original section of the Harvey mill. 
They are cutting jarrah needed for the 
construction of the expanding faciliti es . 

WEEKENDS: 
CONTINUED from Page 1. 

Drew went "on air" in Perth to publicize 
the service; the upgraded recreation sites 
and recently printed maps and guide rooks. 

"We have a number of well established 
picnic sites such as Jacoby and Gleneagle 
Parks and we can direct people to less well 
known areas which they may like to try for 
a change,'' he said. 

As part of the overall improvercent i n 
public liaison, road narres, direction and 
forest information signs are also being 
inprov~ and advice on camping i s being 
made available. 

Public response will be rronitored so that a 
long tenn pattern of weekend duties can be 
arranged. last year the weekend forest 
information services were tried for nine 
weeks at the height of surn:rer. Surveys at 
the tine showed a growing need for 
recreation infonnation and recreation 
alternatives. 



Joanna Tippett (Research) played 'mother' 
last week at a cake-cutting function to 
celebrate Tom Hill's birthday. 

Tom actually decorated the beast but 
refused to help eat it - raising grave 
doubts about the substances used to colour 
BIG EAR'S HOUSE. 

Paul van Heurck (R) stood in for NODDY and 
volunteered to take the first bite. 

If we knew now ... 
what he knew then! 

"We have trained hard, but it seemed that 
every time we were beginning to form up 
into teams, we would be reorganized. Later 
in life I was to learn that we tend to meet 
any new situation by reorganizing - and a 
wonderful method it can be for creating the 
illusion of progress while producing 
confusion, inefficiency and 
demoralization." 

PETRONIUS A.D. 66 

"B ush Telegraph ' is the staff journal of the Forests Department in 
We stern Austral i a. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessar il y 
reflect those of the Department and art i cles publi shed should not be taken 
as statements by the Department or the West Austral ian Government. 

All enqu i ries and comments shou l d be di rected to Ian Kay, t he editor, 
.phone Como HQ ext. 327. 
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Tre availamµty of t:re Forests D:parbrent cmputer, 
MlM ad Relicn::e 1195 c:hag;d CTI M:rlct:3y 15 fr.:tcrez- for 
tre wrrra rermt of t:re 1984/85 fire ~. 

Fran. row m, MTM ad Relicn::e will re avail.able d.Jrirr.] 
t:re :me tines. Trey will re avail.able at all tines 
ex~t t:re follow:irg [E'ioc/s !.l:Bd for ta:kr..p.s: 

fvtrd3y 5.15 p.m. - 8.(1) p.m. 
hesd3y 11 11 

~SCBY II 11 

Thursd3y 6.3J p.m. - 8.(1) p.m. 
Frid3y 11 11 

f,bte that Relicn::e will row re avail.able over ~ 
EJld in t:re rromi.rr)s wi tfnJt intern.ptim. 1re cmputer 
will cmtinLB to re clo:ed d::!1'£1 for E;Wroxirretely 2 
tnurs each 3 fTCX'lths to allow preveiti ve rraint€YB1ce. 
Users will re rotified of t:re tines in advcn::e. 

Ccrrputer q:xm3tors are row preSt:11t fran 7.(1) a.m. to 
8.m p.m. CTI all l'.eekd3ys. Q';erators are a1sJ CTI call, 
6.(1) a.m. to 10.(1) a.m., d.Jrirr.] l'.eekerds EJld piJlic 
rolidiys to fix prd:JlEmS related to tre Fire ad 
~t:rer Forocastirr.] pI'(XJI'mrrBS. 

Tre /::eckt.p of all cmputer d3ta has teen .iJrproved. 

Tre bigftst .inproVBT'8)ts to tocklp are for MTN files. 
A full dJrp of all disks will re ctre crce r;er l'.e€k 
(fvtrd3y or TLBsd3y niifit ret~ 5.15 p.m. c11d 8.(1) 
p.m. ). All chcrges to MTM files will re oocked 1.p 
every niifit ( tet~ 6 .XJ p.m. end 8 .(1) p.m.). Users 
W""O 10$ 8f¥ d3ta will te able to rocover a copy of 
tteir files as at t:re previous niifit . 

All ~ to tf-e Relicn::e D3ta Base will re tm<ecJ t.p 

ea:i'l nig1t tetl'tef:11 6.XJ p.m. ad 8 .(1) p.m. A full cxpy 
of tJ-e d3ta /Ja$ will te tci<ff'I CTI ~y nig1t 
(tetl'iee'l 5.15 p.m. end 8.(1) p.m. ). 

Carp;ter Services staff have reviei,,,eci t:re !.l:B of disk 
~ ad tf-e S:Curity of disk files. As a result tre 
Relicrre • d3ta /Ja$ 1195 eX{)a"d:xJ ad t:re disk drive' 
alloca.tiCX"IS ~ ~ CTI Saturd3y 6 fr.:tocer. Tre 
m< disk has teen tralSferred wit:rout ~ to tre 
r£M DJ rrB disk drive. It is still called m< ad 
users sto.JJ..d rot :ee cTrf di.ffere-ce in its 1.1:e. Tre 
old m< disk has teen rerared ffillS end will re I.Bed 
for t:re Relicn::e d3ta /Ja$. f,b MTM files will te 
alloca.ted en this disk. 

Trev0r MJrgr, 



SHOW DAYS 
The Forests Department was at the Royal 
Show last week - along with about 373,000 
other people. 

Fifteen foresters shared the week long 
presentation, discussing forest management, 
recreation, and tree care, giving away 
stickers and selling posters. 

Wayne Schmidt and Alan Burnett (pictured) 
were on duty on Friday night. 

The display units are modular and 
transportable. Any enquiries concerning 
its future location or availability should 
be directed to Cliff Winfield (Como ext. 
305). 

Man of letters 
Jack Ix,ble (HARVEY) retired on 28 September 
after 10 years with the Departrrent. Jack 
started on 1 April 1974 and kept the 
records for the Pine mill. When the mill 
closed, Jack took over the administration 
of the Hardwood Operations Control System 
(HOCS) with- the result now that HARVEY is 
the most up-to-date in the Deparbnent. 

Jack plans to spend more tirre on his 
favourite hob~ - writing letters to the 
paper and bornb3.rding State and Federal 
politicians with letters. His work mates 
presented him with a new pen and pencil set 
as an incentive. 

Hopefully Bush Telegraph will be included 
on Jack's mailing list fran titre to tirre. 

PEOPLE 
A regular Aerobics Session is held in the 
Head Office Training Module between 12.30 
and 1.15 p.m. on Mondays , Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

Phil Shedley recently qualified as a 
fitness leader under a programme organized 
by the D.Y.S.R. and W.A . I. T., and he 
usually leads the participants. Phil is 
looking for new people to join in. "We 
always cater for the beginner and encourage 
the fitter people to do more at their own 
pace," he said. 

If you are interested in joining, why not 
poke your nose in and have a look at what 
goes on. You will be made welcome and 
there is no obligation to the group - only 
to yourself. 

'Ihe Department has a whiz-kid in Head 
Office - Ian Frai:re won $360 on a Perth 
Radio (6IM) 'double or nothing' quiz 
prograrrme. When you consider Ian correctly 
answered six general knowledge q-.rstions 
before 8 am on Friday morning your.an 
app:c·~ciate the effort - and the quality of 
his coach! 

Martin White has taken over the front 
counter at Como (S.H.Q.) while IEonie Burns 
is on two months long service leave. 


