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Two Peoples Bay is one
of the jewels ofthe south coast of

Western Australia, With a long history of
Aboriginal and European use, it has been managed

aE a trature roseNe for most of the last thirty years. Today,
it is a vital area for threatened species conservation, but is also

a placewhere people can relax in the shady picnic area,
explore the beach and headland and, if lucky,

observe animals and birds that werc
otrce thought extitrct.

BY ALAN DANKS
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THE NOISY SCRUB-BIRD
Asmall brown bird was first brought

to the attention ofscience through John
Gould's lavishly illustrated Brrds of
,4usfralra, published in England in 1845.
John Gilbert, Gould's indefatigable
collector in Western Australia, had
supplied the specimens. Gould originally
named this new species the noisy brush-
bird (Atrichomis clomosza, the'loud bird
without bristles') and considered it one
of Australia's most interesting birds. With
its small rounded wings, strong muscular
body and very loud voice (Gilbert
reckoned it to be the loudest of all the
songbirds he knew, and the mostdifficult
to obtain as aspecimen), it certainly was
unusual. And. unlike allothersong birds,
it had nowishbone. Its relationshipswith
other birds were a mystery, and the lack
of much evidence through observation
or specimens left the field open for
speculation.

Could had predicted that a study of
the noisyscrub-bird-as he renamed ir-
would y ie ld 'h igh ly  in terest ing
information respecting the economy and
history of this curious form'. He also
predicted that it would rarely 'meet the
gaze of civilised man'. Indeed, the
opportunity for scientific study receded
npidly. During the fifty years following
the publication ofGould's book, only two
more specimens arrived in Europe and
only a handful more were taken for
Australian museums. The bird became
increasingly difficult to find in its native
hauntJ. After the tum of the century,
searches were made throughout the
south-west by many ornithologists.
Unfortunately, these searches were all
fruitless, and scientists began to fear the
bird was extinct.

REDISCOVERED
Certainly, the bird had disappeared

from most ofits former range. It could no
longer be found in theAugusta-Margaret
River area, in the hills near Waroona,
where Gilbert had first seen it, nor around
Albany,where several specimens had been
obtained duying the last century. But it
was not extinct. The bird's wariness and
cryptic brown plumage make itvirtually
invisible inthe dark, impenetrable scrub.
Almost fliEhtless, it keeps to the densest
vegetation. moving like a small. fleeting
shadow through the undergrowth.
Fortunately, the resonant, musical song

of the teffitorial male Eives his location
away. It was this song that had led John
Gilbert to discover the noisy scrub-bird
in 1842, and it was the same song that
drew Harley Webster, Albany school
teacher and amateur ornitholoEist, into
the scrub at T\a,o Peoples Bay late in
1961. There, at the foot ofa mountain, he
saw a bird that, despite years of bird-
watching in the south-west, he had never
set eyes on before. Shortly afterwards, in
February 1962,  a smal l  remnant
population was found inhabiting the
gullies of Mt Cardner. In all the world
there remained only  about  100
individuals, confined to this one small
area on the edge ofthe Southern Ocean.

Wth this rediscovery came a chance to
tum back the tide that appeared to be
washing the noisy scrub-bird inexorably

| /opr The noisy scrub-bird. a near
I flightless bird that lives, eats and byeeds
I under the canopy of thick scrub in the
gullies of the reserve.
Photo - Ray Smith

l,{6oue.'Alan Dank and Otto Meuller set
I free a pair of noisy scrub-birds from a
I special transpo{ case in a test release
area near Walpole.
Photo - Alan Dank

towards extinction. Many local, national
and intemational conservationists worked
hard in those early years to stop the town
site developments planned for the area, and
in its place, create a nature reserve thar
would assist efforts to protect the bird's
habitat. 'IVo Peoples Bay Nature Reserve
was formally gazetted in 1967. lti 4 700
hectares encompass the entire headland,
adjacent islands and the short isthmus
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lFar left: The rcre western bristlebird
I also depends on special habitat and fire
I management in the Two Peoples Ba).
area.
Photo Ray Smith

I Left: False lsland, a remote part of the
I Mt Gardner headland, becomes a
I spectacular island ofgranite at high tides.
Photo - Alan Danks

I RrgrL' Gilbert's potoroo. thought
I extinct for more than a hundred years,
! was rediscovered in 1994 after fox-
baiting helped to increase its numberc.

I Belorur The thick, pyotective coastal
I heath habitat of Cilbert's potoroo on
! the slopes of Mt Cardiner.
Photos - Jiri Lochman

white fl owers is also found on the outskirts
of the Reserve.

The fungi are well represented. A
survey in 1991 and 1992 found over 400
varieties in the reserve-most of them
undescribed and many that had never
been co l lec ted  be fore .  Fung i  a re
ecologicallyvery important. They promote
vegetation health by their mycorrhizal
assoc ia t ions  w i th  some p lan ts  and
maintain nutrient cycles through the
decomposition of dead plant material.

All ihese are important factors in
maintaining the types of habitats required
by some of the Iocal animal species.

MAMMALS
The reserve's mammals includes the

diminutive honey possum (Tcrsrpes
rostratus), the grey-bell ied dunnart
lSminthopsii griseouenler) and the mardo
(Antechinus llauipest-a small, active
marsupial predator of invertebrates and
smallvertebrates, commonly found in the

taller scrubs, low forest and swamp
vegetation. The diggings of quenda
(Isoodon obesulusl are common and, at
times, areas particularlyfavoured by these
marsupial omnivores resemble newly
dug-over vegetable gardens. The animal
itselfis often seen during the daycrossing
roads and tracks within the reserve, and
is preyed upon by raptors like the little
eag le .  Western  r ing ta i l  possums

\Pseudocheirus occidentalisl are
occasionally seen inthe low forest trees on
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The Cape Ronge, in north-west WA, is
known for its harsh enuironment . But if
you look a little closer Uou'll discouer
the oast 'Range of Flouers' that liue
there. See page 28.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF STARGMING
JAMES BIGGS

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL PARK:
A PLACE OF BEAUTY
GEORGE DUXBURY

TROPICAL TREE FABMING
ANDREW RADOMTUAC & r\4ANDy CLEWS.............................. 23

A RANGE OF FLOWERS
GREG KEIGHERY & NEILGIESON

fhe Perth Obseruotorg celebrates its
centenar! this Uear, and during its 100
years' life it has plaged some major
roles in the world of astronomy, Find
out more on page 10.

John Forrest Notional Park has long
been a popular picnicking spot for
Perth residmts, but this place of beautg
has much more to offer. See page 16.

In 1961, the nobg scrub-bird was
rediscoueled at Tuo Peoples Bay. In
1994, the Gilbert's potoroo tumed up
unexpectedlU. Find out more about this
haaen for the lost and found on page 35,
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A HAVEN FOR THE LOST AND FOUND
ALAN DANKS

WESTERN SHIELD
CARIS BAILEY

BANKING FOR THE FUTURE
ANNE COCHRAN, ANNE KELLY E DAVID COATES ,,,,,,...........49

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED MARSUptAL-t\,101Es ................................ 34

URBAN ANTICS

Ifall goes to plan, the Ord Riuer area,
will soon be knoum as a prime farming 

,area for rare tropical timbers, Find out
why on page 23.
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Fox-baiting hos been shown to be a
major tool in rebuilding populatioru of
natiue animals. Nou, scientists are
embarking on o Slalewide ferol onimal
control program to help bring back
natiue species, such os the westem
swamp tortoise, from the brink of

The storg is on page 41. -
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