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potoroos remain near their nothers Ior

another three months before leaving to

6nd their own holte rrnge. Perhaps this
nale had settled on our new traP line.

By the time the traps had all been
checked that urorning, excitement had
risen even higher. Two morc potoroos
had been car.rght, in traps 10 and 20.

One was a juvenile Gmale, weaned but
not quite old enough to breed.We had

not caught her before.The other was a
young adult male, caught six months
earlier a kilometre away in another

valley.
This find was very exciting. Since

their rediscovery in 1994, potoroos had

only been regularly caught fronr four

areas on the Mount Gardner peninsula.
Particular animals lived at each ofthese
patches of suitable habitat, and forned

separate colonies that, together,
comprised the Two Peoples Bay
population. Occasional movenents
occur between colonies, generally by
adult males or dispersing young, but all

adult animals reside in a Paiticular area.
While the Bishops Gully animals were
clearly relared to the other poLoroos, it

appeared that we had located another
small colony.

Tiny transmitters were attached to

the potoroos' tails with sticking plaster

so that, by following their movements,
we cor:ld 6nd out if they were indeed
residents, or just passing through.

During another trapping session, in

March 2003, we again caught the three

original animals, as well as an adult
female carrying a large furred young

in her pouch. She had been caught
before in a distant trap line. She was

also fitted with a transmitter so that her
movements could be monitored.

Left Gilberi's potoroos feed almost
exclusive y on Lrnderground fungi, which
they dig up using their strong toreleet
Photo - Jiti Lochman

Below left A young female potoroo from
lne new coLony.
Photo Helen Crisp, Gilbert's Potarco
Action Group

Bottom left Gilberi's potoroos inhabit
oense scrub 04 the s ope" ol gral i te hi l  s
in Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve
Phota - J iri Lochman

By locating all of the animals every

few days for the next rwo months,

CALM technical oflicer Stephanie Hill

was able to show that these animals
were indeed resident in the Bishops

Gully area, confirning that they

comprised a new colony.
What is the signifrcance of this find?

Clearly, this is not a completely separate
population, as three of the four are
known to have cone fionr other arcas.
Firstly, some of the animals that bad

been caught once and then disappeared
had not died or left the safe haven of
the Mount Gardner area. Instead, they
had found a suitable habitat large

enough to support A viable grouP.

Secondly, the total number of known

Gilbert's potoroos has increased by four

animals, or more than 10 per cent.
Thirdly, the Two PeoPles BaY
population is prodr.rcing healthy yor.rng

animals that are able to establish
themselves where habitat is available.
This is ilnportant knowledge if we are
to increase the nunber of popr.rlations
by moving wild-born or captive-bred
animals to a new site.

With such small numbers and so
little habitat available, the Gilbertt
potoroo is in a desperate situation.The
discovery of the Bishops Gully colony
is a small but positive step forward
towards its recovery



48

55

Flora l  t rappings
While there are ntany carnivorous plancs, the Albany pitcher plant is one
ofa  k ind

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
workine with local comnruniries to find out.
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Prehistoric Mammals ofAustralia and New Guinea.
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