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? ERGONAL NOTES 

Messrs . Brownfield, Brarnley and Traynor have 
return ed to Head Office from t heir visit to the 
Kimber leys. 

Mr . Traynor later l e ft for t h e Great Southern 
and South-Wes t ta con t i nue duck-banding operations. 
He was ac·companied by Assis t ant Ins i;ie ctor Oli ver . 

Assistant Inspec tors G. Coombes and J. L. 
Gallop have been aJpointed to the pe rmane n t staff 
on six months' proba tion. 

Congratulations are ex tended to Inspector 
and Mrs. A. v. Green on the birth of a son on September 
11. Befor e he r marri age Mrs. Green wa s Mi ss Betty 
Roberts, of t he Head Off ice staff. 

T l1e Superintendent ( Mr. Fras e r) visited 
Pember ton during t l1e week- e nd of September 6- 7 to 
attend the cere monies connected with the official 
opening of t he ne w trout ponds. Other departmental 
repres entatives at the va rious functions wer e Inspectors 
ltiunro and J. S , Simpson and Cad eL Inspec to r Carmichael. 

Accompani ed by Mr . Saville, of Head Office, 
the SuJerintendent visited Alb any and Denmark from 
September 11 to 13. Enquiries were made into a 
proposal for t he openi ng of a small a r ea of Oyst e r 
Harbour to n e t-fishing , and in relation to the 
d ep r edat i ons of kangaroo s and emus in t he Denmark-Young's 
Sidi ng -Ting l edal e area. On the evening of September 12, 
accompanied by Inspec tor Je f fery, they were present at 
a meeting of the Denmark Road Board, to which represent­
atives of the loca l profes siona l fi s he rmen, anglers 
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and farmers had been invited for a genera l discussion 
on fisheries and fauna protection problems. 

Insp ector w. David son and Cadet Inspector 
M. J. Simpson are at present on annual leave. Inspector 
Crawford is relieving at Fremantle during Mr. David­
son's absence. 

Ins 0ector Bowler w::.11 commenc:e his leave 
at the beginning of October. Ins pector Melsom will 
relieve. 

During the whole of the · week of September 
15-19 Inspector J.E. Munro was present at the Wild 
Life Show organised by the W.A. Naturalists' Club and 
Gould League of Bird Lover s and held in the Perth 
Town Hal 1. Mr. Munro prepared the Department's 
exhibit and answered literally hundreds of enquiries 
by patrons of the show. 

Mr . K. Godfrey, of c. s. I. R . 1), Fisheries 
Division, left p.v. "Lancelin'' at Onslow on he r return 
trip from Broome, and left almost immediately for 
Tasmania to assist with Mr . w. B. Malcolm's Australian 
Salmon investigations. 

Mr. L. G. Smith, Technical Officer, last 
month visited the Geraldt on district in co~nection 
with the mullet and ruff sampling and tagging programme . 
On his return to Perth lie visited Bunbury, Busselton and 
Albany for ruff s ampling. 

Miss Shirley Norwood has r e sumed duty after 
annu8.l leave. 

Mr. H. Jitts, who since his arrival in 
western Austra li a a couple of years ago has besn in 
charge of hydrological investigations in W,A., is no 
longer a ssoci a ted with that p ha se of c.s.r.R.O.activity. 
He ha s not severed his connection with the Fisheries 
Division, but will undertake other duties. Mr . Athol 
Middleton has assumed control of the hydrological 
programme for this Stn t e" 

A recent visitor to Head Office wa s Mrs . 
J. Butler, formerly Miss Mi llie Johnston, of the He a d 
Office staff. Mrs. Butler r es igne d from the Stat~ 
Public service in 1946 to a cc ep t a position with the 
old Depa rtment of Externc l Territories, and was a l mos t 
immedi a tely posted to Port Moresby. Since ma rriage she 
ha s lived with her husband in many different parts of the 
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'rerri to:i'.'y, but Mr. Butl c:.' has no w resigned to take up 
the duties of patrol officer with the Department of 
Native Affa irs in this State. 

NEW TROUT PONDS OPENim 

• In rather inclement weather the new trout 
rearing ponds were officially opened on Saturday, 
September 6, in the presenc e of a large gathering of 
residents and v isitors. 'rhe proceedings were to some 
extent marred by rain , which precluded a larger 
attendance. 

In his opening addr e ss the President of the 
Pemberton-Warren Trout Acclimatisation Society gave a 
brief history of the introduction of trout to the 
distric~ and mentirined t he m~ ~Y difficulties which had 
to be o· ·src ome before to-day's stage of development 
could be reached . Wl e n it became evident that an 
increased number of p onds, which had to be of an 
improved design, were necessary , said Mr. Kelly, an 
approac h to the Government for financial assistance was 
made and proved successful. 'rhe result was a grant of 
£3,500 to t he Society. A great dea l of ~reli minary 
work, including clea ri ng, had been done for t he construction 
of the ponds a t a site adjoining the existing hatchery, 
but before maKing a sta rt on constructio·li it was found 
that the su pply of water, the source of which was on land 
privately neld, mi gh t be cur tai l eJ. Fortunately for the 
Society the Pemberton Golf Club snrrendered at t t1is time 
its I ease of the Na ti oi.1al Park and t he State Electricity 
Commission d ecided to a bandon the hydro-electric scheme 
then in operation. 

Arrangements were made wi t h t he Trustees of 
the Nat iona l Park for a lease by the Society , wh ich also 
purc hased the old wa t er pipe-line and turbine bui.ldings 
from t tlG S , E. c. i?1 o.ns we r e p r e "Ja red by t he Public 
Works Depal·tment and tenders were called. However, no 
t ender s were r e ceived and t he Society deci de d to do its 
own contrac ting. 

Week- end work wa s organis ed by Mr. R. Cave, 
to whom t he Socie ty wa s ve ry d eeply gra t ef ul, and the 
earthwoI'ks we r e com1i1~ nC (; O. in 11,1n rch, 1951 . Werk wa s 
ca rried on ri gh t through t he winter with an occasional 
"fu ll-ti1ne 11 employee moking )i,e par2tions durin g the 
week for t he weeK- end ~angs. With no permanent 
supervisor availab l eJ u!l engineering adminis tra tion and 
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supervision had been done by the Society's officers 
and staff. Some very v&luable advice had in the 
preliminary stages been received from the Engineers 
of the Main Roads Department and from Mr . P. H. 
Pemberton concerning foundations and drainage 9 and a 
contcH1F' plan prepared by Mr . R. Bevan, but the whole 
work of construction had been done by amateur labour. 
A new pipe-line from the old hydro-electric dam_ h ad 
been laid, and ample supplies of water were assured. 
Later on , he said, the Government made available a 
further sum of £1,000 in view of greatly increased costs. 

Mr. Kelly concluded by saying that special 
tribute was due to Mr. F. Shoobridge, the Society's 
curator, w~o in addition to his normal duties super­
vised most of t he construct ion, and to the Honorary 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Society, Mr . N. W. Martin, 
who attended to the whole of the financial arrangements. 

Tlle Su pe rintendent of Fisl1eries, Mr . A. J. 
Fraser, expressed his pleasure and gratification in the 

-fact that trout acclimatisation had progressed to the 
stage whe re new rearing ponds were necess a ry. He con­
gratul a ted Mr. Kelly and the Society on their worl{, and 
said that the £4,500 made available by the Government 
did not by any means represent the valu e of t he work. 
put into the ponds. Thousands of hours of voluntary 
work, whose value could not be asses s ed, had been put 
into the whole Pemberton set-up by local enthusiasts, 
and their contribution was beyond value. 

Mr. E. K. Hoar , M,L,A., said he had watched 
with ipterest t!1e progress that had been made in 
establishing something they believed in. The project 
had had the support of al l Governments, irrespective of 
political belief, and ·he welcomed the opportunity of 
welcoming and introducing to the gatl1ering tll.e Minister 
for Fisheries (the Hon. A.V.R. Abbott, M.L.A. ), who 
would perform the officia l opening ceremony. 

Mr. Ab bott sai d he was very happy to be 
present. As a foundation member of the old Fish and 
Game Society, he had been particularly interested in 
this work ever since that Society was estab lished in 1935. 
He had travelled ex tensively through Australia and had 
seen many trout ponds 9 but he was quit e satisfied that 
the setting at Pemberton was the most beautiful of 
any in the Commonwealth. It wa s a ptty that such huge 
sums had to be spent on defence projects just now. If 
their necessity di d not exist, money could have be en 
made available to make Pemberton the outstanding touri ~t 
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centre in the West. The Prern ier was most sy·npathetic 
to this venture 9 but unfortunately 1't l1a t boge;y which 
no one ever really• sees but which has great power -
the Treasury,'' does not ;.iermit all needs being met. He 
said that before opening the ponds he would ask Mr. 
J. B. Grosser 9 a Vice President of the Society 9 to make 
some remarks. 

Mr. Grosser said that very few people actually 
had knowledge of the vs.st amount of work which required 
to be done in the field of trout propagation. In 
?emberton, he said, there was one man who had devoted 
an appreciable portion of his time and brains to this 
end. 'rhat man was l✓i l', A. R. Kelly, wl1ose initiative 9 

forethought and driving force were responsible for their 
construction. Mr. Grosser also mentioned Mrs. Kelly, 
who had been so much alone while her husband was so 
busy on the Society's work. He desired to record the 
society's gratitude for her v e ry real help. Mr. Grosser 
then presented a plaque to Mr. Kelly in token of the 
Society's appreciation of his contribution and said the 
council was desirous that it be erected in a prominent 
position at the ponds as a permanent reminder of his 
invaluable work. The plaque bore the following 
inscription -

This plate expr e sses the a ~preciation of the 
untiring and valu a bl e efforts of A.R. Kelly 
in the organis a tion and construction of these 
rearing ponds o:rid his outstanding contribution 
to the propagation of trout in Western 
Austrs_li a . S opt ei-n.ber 6 9 1952. 

Afte~ Mr. Ke lly briefly acknowledged the 
presentation, the Minister for Fisheries officially 
opened the pond;::; by unlocking the gates and turning on 
the w8ter to No. 1 pond. Simultaneously ·the water to 
the other ponds was turned on by Messrs. H. Birmingham 
and N. s. Fletch•s r, Presidents of the Murray and 
Serpentino -Jnrrahdale Trout Acclimatisation Societies 
respectively, 8 , R. Doust, Secreta ry of the Blackwood 
Trout Acclimatisation Society, E. K. Hoar, M.L.A., 
L. Thompson 9 Chairman of tl1e Manjimup Road Board, 
Hon. G. P. Wild, M.L.A, 7 iV! inister for Forests, and 
A. J. Fraser, Superintendent of Fisheries. After the 
turning on of the water 9 20 9 000 trout fry were liberated 
in the ponds by Inspector J. s. Simpson and Mr. 
F. Shoobridge, assisted by members of the Society. 

At tl1e afternoon tea which followed 9 a vote 
of thanks to the Minister and other visitors was moved 
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by Mr. L. 1rl10mpson, wt10 said it was an honour to him 
to welcome them to the Manjiillup Road District, in whose 
area the new ponds are situated. 

In the evening the visitors were entertained 
at dinner by the local Society. The toast of the Minister 
for Fisheries and the Department was proposed by Mr. Kelly 
and the responses were made by Mr. Abbott, Ur. Fraser and 
Mr. J. s. Simpson. The toast of the Trout Acclimatisation 
Council of W.A. was pro posed by Mr , A, L, Smith, - and 
responded to by Mr. Kei tl1 Sheard, acting Secre tary, 
"Friends and Helpers" we re honoured in a toast submitted 
by Mr , N. w. Martin, and i,Ir. F. W, Leeman, of the State 
Sawmills, responded. A toast to the visitors was proposed 
by Mr. S. E, Young, to whic h the Hon. G. P. Wild, M.L.A., 
responded. Mr. N. s. Fletcher, supported by Mensrs. H, 
Birmingham and Ii, •. E, Dous t, proposed the toast of the 
Pemberton-Warre~ Trout Acclimatisation Society, whifh 
wat acknowledged by Mr. J. B. Grosser. 

On t he Sunday 111orning a casting competition 
was he :..d at the Pemberton s wimming pool, and although 
the weather was still showery, with a cold wind, it 
attracted ~uit e a number of onlookers. 

The resul t s cf the competition were -

¼-oz. plug distance (Trophy donated by C, Horner & 
Sons) - Mr. L. Dlmc a.n, Bridgetown. 

j -oz. plug distance (trop hy donated by Perth Sports 
Depot) - Mr. w. Wylkes, Perth. 

Heavy line unrestricted. fly di. stance ( tropl1y donated by 
Mr. Roberts, S~rpent i ne) - Mr. A, L. Smith, Perth. 

Dry fly accuracy ( trophy dona. ted by Harris, Scarfe and 
Sandove rs Ltd.) - M1·. F. Anderson,' Pemberton. 

¾-oz. p lug accura cy (tr ophy donated by Mrs. Eckersley, 
H~rvey) - Mr . s. R. Doust, Bridgetown . 

'I'he tr op hies we re presented to the winners 
by the Supe rintend ent of Fisheries, Mr . A. J. Fraser. 

OBSERVATIONS ON BIRDS -----------

Dr. D. L. Se rventy, of the Wildlife Survey 
Section, c. s.r.R. O,, has written asking for information 
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concerning any unusual occurrence of any species of bird. 
He says this is p roving a most unusual year, and a number 
of northern birds have been reported in districts much 
farther south than they h~ve ever been seen in previous 
years. For example, Inspectc r Bowler has reported that 
on a visit to Perth by road towards the end o:f August he 
was surprised at the large numbers of straw-necked ibis 
he observed between Geraldton and Moora, one flock of at 
least 150 birds being seen flying about 4 miles south 
of the latter place. Other northern birds which have 
been reported in the south are the brolga, as f a r south 
as Geraldton, and the magpie goose, at Mullewa. 

Reports tiave also been received in regard to 
the occurrence of t iie black-tailed native hen, the 
fork-tailed, t11e letter-winged and the black-shouldered 
(\_ites , the spott ed. ha r r j_ e r and the Pacific heron. Dr. 
serventy has in course of preparation an article dealing 
with t he invasion and he will oe glad to have any field 
informa tion .from d e1.x1. rtmental officers. Any observations 
w,1ich the staff rna 3' ca r e t o report to the De 1jartment will 
be passed on f orthwith to Dr. Serventy, who a sks thnt the 
particulars given should include the species, locality, 
date and genera l a bundance of the species. _ 

P:EFBERTON HATCHERIES - 1 9 5 2 HATCHING S}_i;ASON 

Ins~ector J. 3. Simpson has submitted a most 
informative report concerni ng hatc hing operations a t 
Pe~berton tnis y ea r. Hi s r ema rks a r e summarised below -

After years of va rying success, the Pemberton­
Werren Trout Acclirnntis c t:ion Society must feel proud and 
happy at the culmination of the i r efforts to maintain a 
stock of r a inbow breede r s from which sufficient ova can 
be s e cured to mee t o.11 restocking requirernents t l1roughout 
the sta te. Some y ears ago the Society set a target of 
a million ova annua lly, and in 1940 the new hatchery, 
designed to incubate 500,000 eggs, was completed. This 
year, githout any additions to the original structure, 
a total of 1 ,054 v670 ova were laid down, which meant 
that the ce ment troughs intended to hatch 25,000 ova 
each had to carry 5 G,OOO and more. 

This overcrowding naturally involved a very 
great deal of extra work, as the eggs were two or three 
deep, thus rendering the remova l of the de ad eggs 
doubly tedious, It was really a worrying business 
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because there was always the fea r that owing to the 
overcrowding th6re might at any time be an outbreak 
of disease, but f ortunately the who le setup worked 
well, and althou gh los ses were slightly higher than might 
have be en expected with a normal complement of ova, the 
results in genera l were most gratifying. One bad 
moment was when the d nm from which the hatchery water 
is piped s p r ang a l ea k , and water was dange rou~ly short 
until the leak was located and rectified. 

As pre,iously r e corded the first take of ova 
was on May 23 , and at the end of the first week 110,000 
rainbow and 7,0CO brown ova had been stript-1ed and laid 
down. · Thirty additional ha tching trays na d to be 
constructed to cope wit l1 the spate of eggs, and in 
addition three of t he ol d t ron hatching troughs from 
the origina l ha tc l1er y built in 1936 and pulled down a 
number nf years ago we r ~ brought into operation. These 
were f ed. tllrough a ho s e frorn a¾" tap. 

The pond-held r ainb ow s stripped exceptionally 
well, and averaged over 1 , 000 eggs from each fish. The 
handling of the fisn in cradle s (made from-½" ne t) for 
the first ti me prove d most successful, and nllowed the 
hatchery opera tive s t o work more e ffic iently and r apidly. 
This speed cf working pe r mi t ted the us e of only one rnale 
fish to f er tilise t he eggs of f ive fema l e s. Ha tche ry 
results indica te that fertilis a tion by t his pr oc es s 
was quite s~ tisfactory . 

The l as t of t he s eason 's t ake of eggs were 
l a id .out i n t te ha tchery e n July 21, and by the end of 
that month ther e was such congestion tha t 253,000 fry 
were tra ns f erred t o the ne~ rearing ponds. 

Only one of the stream traps wa s in opera tion 
during the season, th2. t 3. t Lefroy Brool--:., Owing to road 
r 1: ~,~=i.2.;~•;" 9 t r.·, 1::ra_n ::,_-t, J;a s ;~ B: ·· oo li: -co',:::'.,_d not~ t .. rea c i1ed. Of 
the 109 tr -.,u t caught a 1~ Lefroy Brooki one only was a 
r a inb~w . Cf the 108 browns 65 were males and 43 were 
females. _·_ :"":1.,r;cc :·: of the f ern a le s taken had already 
shed t he ir ova. Inspect□ ~ Simpson is of opinion that 
this was caused b~r :interferenc e by W8.ter rats, which 
are fairly plentiful~~ the district and are often met 
with in the t ::.1 aps. .\. n'..1.mber of t he trapped trout had 
been badly mauled 0.:rciC.:. -i ;· 1 s ome cases alrnost completely 
ea t en. A bad washaway under t ne bedlog of the trap 
caused it to be out cf cor,ur.. i s sion for a week or mor e 
at the. peak of the G :,:i,J.wn i ng pe riod, otherwise the take 
would·~~doubtedly have been greater. 

.. >-
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The foll owing are the complete hatchery 
returns for the season -

Rainbow Brown 

916 * 'l'otal number of females str_;l..pped 

Total number of ova taken 

Average number of eggs per fish 

Total number of eggs eyed 

Percentage loss to eyed stage 

Total number hatched 

1,023,889 30', 781 
1 , 117 * 

941,978 27,708 
8% 10% 

800,317 24,973 
Percentage loss to hatchin~ stage 22% 

* Record not ke pt. 

The trap fi gures ar e as shown (for brown 
trout only) -

Total trapped 

Male s 

Fe males 

Average wei gh t 

Average length 

Condition factor 

108 
65 
43 

2. 25 lb. 

17 in. 

45. 79 

P. V. ''.LANCELINlf _=--~ORTHERN C~UISE 

18% 

Mr. K. Godfrey, Technical Officer, C.S.I.R.O. 
Divis i on of Fisheri e s , who jo"ined "Lancelin" at Port 
Hedland on the northern leg of ~er cruise to the North-West, 
and left her after complet ing the survey of Exmouth 
Gulf, has provided a f ew notes in relation to her 
prawn-trawling experi rr1en t s ( principally in Exmouth 
Gulf) and to the catches ma de by trolling. 

Alto gether 37 hauls were made with t he 
beam-trawl and 3-1 with t he otter-trawl. Hauls were 
made on almost every type of bottom imaginable - mud, 
sand, gravel, shell and broken reef - in de pths ranging 
from 2 to 10 fathoms, a t all hours of the day and night 
and at all states of the tide. It was co tu~lly f ound 
that t he most i mportant f a ctor was the state of the tide, 
and tha t the hour of the day was of no re al importance. 

:f 
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The nets were constructed by c.s.r.R.O. 
Division of Fisheries. Particulars are as follows -

Length overall 

Width of mouth 

Depth of cod end 

Me~r of net 

Ply of net 

Size of ro pe in warps -

otter-trawl 

api_J, 24 ft. 

30 ft. 
1 00 mesheR 

2" (1¼" in 
pocket) 
12 ply 
2.1. II 

2 

Beam-trawl 

app. 20 ft. 

18 ft. 
9 ft. 

2.1." to 1 11 
2 

12 ply 
2 .1. II 

2 

The leng th of rope in warps was 5 times the 
depth of the water in both cases, and the footrope was 
10% longer than t he head rope. 

The otter-trawl was proved the more suitable, 
but even this type of trawl .required considerable modification, 
e.g., heavier net ( at least 15-ply) was neces sary, a 
l1eavy footrope l1ad to be incorporated and a rope with a 
"tickler chain'' proved essential between tl1e otter boards. 
rt was also found necessary to use warps 5 ti me s the depth 
of water fished. 

Prawns were found in most areas, but the most 
encouraging results came from Exmouth Gulf. The 
principal species taken were a prswn very similar to the 
king prawn, which averaged 6 inches in length, and one 
similar to the tiger prawn, which averaged just over 
5 inches. The se two species have not yet been 
definitely identified. The fe males were all carrjing 
spawn in a late stage an C. both kinds were of excellent 
flavour, Neither of these prawns has ever been seen 
by local residents in any of the creel<:s in the north. 
ThAY are probably both of strictly marine habits. 

'rrolling be tween Gerald ton and Broome produced 
263 fish, including t he following species - Narr•ow-barred 
Mac kere 1 ( §.g_omberomc::_r~s c ommerson), Japanese Spotted 
Mackerel (Scomberomorus niphonius), Wahoo (Acanthocybium 
solandri), Lnrge-scaled tulny 11Red Mackerel' ---

Gramma torhyncus bica r i natus ), North-West Sea Pike 
Sphyraena akerstromiJ, Grey -Ma ckere l (Scomberomorus 

sc•uifasciatus), Trevaily (Cc:::.r ang id species)": Speckled 
Cod (Epinephalus speci es ), Mac v.- erel 'runa (Euthynnus 
alletteratus), Nor 'chc:;_•L Bluefin Tuna (Kishinoella tonggol), 
Striped Tuna (Katsuwonus pelf.1rnis), Yellow-tail Kingfi sh 
(RegifiS:ola grandi~); 'J'n::.irur:_· ccaranx ernburyi), Leatlrnrskin 
(Scornbe:.-•oides sancti- iJE"J.0'j_) and Yellowfin Tuna 
(Neothunnus macropterusJ. 
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MARRON PRO'rEC'rION 

The Marron (Cheraps tenuimanus), the crayfish 
par excellence of the freshwater streams of the South 
West Land Division, appears to be diminishing in numbers 
in many of our streams, although through transplantations 
its range has been materially extended. Quite a number 
of keen "marroners 11 have in recent years compla ined of 
the falling off in both size and abundance of this 
delectable crustacean, and observations made by Inspector 
J, S, Simpson in the Pemberton district and else~here 
lend weight to the complaint. 

It has now been decided that as a conser~atiom 
measure the capture of marron during the months of 
September and October in each year will be prohibited in 
all freshwater streams of the Division mentioned, and 
that during those months t ile tak·ing of any sort of fish 
by means of a net intended to be used or capable of 
being used for the t ak ing of marron sl1all be unlawful. 
For the first time a minimum l e gal length has been 
prescribed - 3 inch~s fro u the tip of the rostrum to 
the rear end of the carapace. 

'rhe necess ,Jy proclamations have already 
appeared in the "Gover::1ment Gazette", and copi e s will 
be forwarded to all officers as soon as received. 

September and October cover the mean spawning 
period, 

STOPPING AND SEARCHING VEHICL:28 

Section 41 of t he Fisheries Act, 1905-1951, 
gives to an inspector the power (inter alia) to "stop 
and search any vehicle or go on board any boat or 
into or upon any hous e ......• to inspect fish and to 
search for .......... any net used or about to be used 
in breac l1 ......... " 

This is a very wide power indeed, and in 
cases in whic h such wide powers are enjoyed the Courts 
over and over again have stre ssed that the exercise of 
such power must not be arbitrary, but must be supported 
with very sound r easons. 'I' l1e reason for this is tl1a t at 
common law, in accor dance ·,vi th the well-established 
principle of British justice , a man's home is his castle 
(i.e., something vvhich ·'.1e has the ri ght to defend) and 
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that his possessions are his own, and his own alone. 
Therefore, before an inspector stops or searches vehicles, 
or enters houses, e t c., ne must have ver•y sound grounds 
for suspecting that in the vehicle, house, etc., there 
are firstly fis h , and/or secondly nets "used or about 
to be used ....... 11 

For example, the mer e fact that a vehicle is 
on the foreshore a butting on closed waters in which 
unlawful fishing bas ~.e en taking place, is not in itself 
a sufficient reason for searching the vehicle. On the 
other hand, if the vehicle is identified as the property 
of a fisherman who lla s be en convicted for ille gal 
practice s, a more sound reason might exist for searching 
it. • But even under those circu•nstances a s e arch mig l1t 
not alwajs be justified - a stronger reason, such as 
activity on the part of some pe rson or persons in the 
adjacent closed wate rs, should be sought, otherwise the 
inspector may find hims e lf in difficulties without having 
the benefit of the protection a fforded him und er section 
44. 

It is true that s e ction 44. prescribeG severe 
penalties (a minimum of £10) for assaulting, resisting, 
obstructing or abusing a n ins p ector, but if one reads 
furthe r it will be noted that the inspector must be act­
ing ''in the execution of his duty or authori tyu. 
Going back to section 41, as a lre a dy explain~d an inspector 
has wide powers of search, and while exercising them 
prope rly and re n sona bly he is acting " t n the execution 
of his duty or aut h ority". If, however, he exc e eds 
ti1ose powers, or exerci ses ., t r1em improperly and unreason­
ably, he i s no longer executing his duty or authority, 
nnd the 9rotection granted by section 44 dis a ppears. 

A very recent c a se occurred in this Stote 
in which an inspector at . night commenc e d to seetrch a 
utility truck parKed on the foreshore of clos e d waters, 
bec aus e he thought ~lrnr'e ma y be nets or the like in the 
vehicle. one of the occup,mts immedi a tely sprang out 
and punched the inspe ctor on the mouth. In this instance 
it wa s felt that the ins pector's re a son for s earching the 
vehicle wa s inndegus t c,. In f a ct the occupants were 
not fishing, had not fished, nor had any intention of 
fishing, neither was a fisheram n and there wa s no gear on 
bo a rd. Furthermore, no sug ges tion had been ma d e to the 
inspe ctor tha t the truc K in question wa s li lrnl;y to be 
used in connection wi t h illega l fis h ing operations. In 
all the circumstances t he De ,;; s rtrnen t de ctli ned to proceed, 
as it wa s felt tha t the in s p e ctor wa s not justified in 
making s. se nrch. 
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AT THE PEMBERTON-WARREN TROUT ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY'S DINNER 
ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1952. 

Left to right-Mr. A. R. Kelly, President of the Society; Hon. A. V. R. Abl,ott, M.L.A., Minister for 
Fisheries; Mr. Kelly; Mr. A. J. Fraser, Superintendent of Fisheries; Mr. A. L. Smith, anglers· 

represen ta ti ve. 

A GROUP OF FISHERIES FOLK. 

Back (left to right)-Messrs . Clive Wirrell, Keith Sheard, Athol Middleton and Harr y Jitts, all of 
C.S.I.R.O. Fisheries Division. Front-Mr. A. J. Fraser, Superintendent of Fisheries. 
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THE CLEARING-HOUSE 

The following 1aragraphs culled from overseas 
and eastern States periodicals are published for 
information. 

A Dismal Failure -----------

Another last chapter in a commercial venture 
of the late Government took place last week when the 
1 , 966-ton "Africa:1. Que en", the Colonial Development 
Corpora tion' s Gam bia f i s ~ factory ship, was reported 
sold. She has been laid-up in the River Tyne since last 
Octo ber, when she returned from west Africa a f ter the 
abandonment of t he ill-fat ed project. 

The pur· chase price is r eported as £70, 000-
£80, 000 - a smaJ.J. r e turn in view of l1er cost. A 
fou~-masted ves se i with oil engines dri1ing t wi ~ screws, 
the "African Q,ueen ;r r,as f: t ted out f or fishing m1d 
processing sharK, tuna and ·::: r ayfish for the c. D. c. 's 
Gambia fishery proj e ct, an d she oost the corpor ation 
£303,500-£127 , 000 f or hull, engines, eguipmsn ~ and plant, 
and £176,500 for the cost of conversion. The c onversion 
was ca 1ried out by J . s. Doi g (Grimsby), Ltd . A shor e 
plant and other expense s broug ht the cost of ~)e 
corporation's project tc a total of £505,000. 

She r ea ched B2 thurst, Gambia, on Janua ry 8, 
195-1, a nd eight months J. 1:1. t c: r it wus decid ed t o nbandon 
the undertaking . The ship 1 s produc e r ealis eC about 
£16 , 000. The proj ect's trading loss at the end of l a st 
year wa s £~25,927, develo ~ment costs and losse s on 
realisation tot a lling £87 ,090 ha d been written off, and 
provi ~i on had be en made for further expected les ses of 
£161, -127. "This has be c-'1 one of tlrn worst f niJ.ures", 
said the cor·pora tion · s report -:' ·r 1951. 

Wha t a pity t na t the "Af1,i can Queen 11 did not 
prove to be such a money-spinner as the Bogart-Hepburn 
film of the S8.me n ame! 

(The Fis l1ing News, London, Augu ot 2, 1952). 

__ ;,nott1e r c. D. c. Snu t-Dom1 

LBst '!'/e e k I commented on th e l a st Gl1apter 
of the Colonial Deve lopment c6rpor a tion's ill-fated 
Gambi a fish sche me~· T,1e corpora ti on ha s now c.-:-:nounced 
that - as alre aCy r E- por t E>•. in "T he ~i'ishing News" - its 
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fisheries project in the Seyc helles Islands will be 
shut down. 

Government fishery research in those waters 
over two years had indica te d abundant supplies, but 
intensive efforts b;y- C.D.c. vessels from April, 1951, 
have not produced anything like the quantities indicated 
by the Government survey, states the announcement. 

The Seychelles scheme· was started to supply 
dried fish to East Af1•ica. During 1951, some 11 O tons 
valued at £6,000 were pr·oduced instead of an estimated 
640 tons worth £33,000 and in six months' trading the 
scheme lost £27,902. 

Some £350,000 wa s sanctioned for the project, 
of which about £270,000 has been spent. The vessels -
the 336-ton motor fishing vess e l 11 Isle of St. Anne", 
the 333-ton motor fishing ves sel "Isle of Silhouette" 
and the 5 22-t on carrier mo tor ship "Isle of Mahe 11 

-

together with the eguipmen t fft1.d the s t1 ore station on 
the Isle of Saint Anne, will be sold. 

Some of tne reasons for the failure of the 
scheme given in the corporation's r e port for last year 
are: Fish ing was seriously restI'icted by mechanical 
bre akdowns in one v e ssel, wnich made only four out of 
the scheduled 14 trips; on the trips made, ca LJhes 
were much smaller t tan expected, due in part tJ 
abnormal weather; European officers a~d the type of 
vessel used - with their refits - have proved far too 
costly. 

(T he Pishin.g Newo, London, August 9, 1952). 

Blast-Pr§ezi_n:g of Fish 

Montros e Firm's Ne w Plant 

A deep-freezing plant, one of the first in 
the district, l1as be e n 1ns·~alled by the Montrose, Angus 
salmon fishing firm of Joseph Johnston and Sons, Ltd. 

Shafts of frozen air are directed by fans on 
to the fish, most of which are laid out in trays. 
Larger ftsh are hung on hoots. Each tr r-·y takes four 
salmon or 15 sea-trout. The f reezing process takes 
four hours for sea-trout and a lmost twice that time for 
salmon. 
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Imnediately they a re removed from the trays, 
the frozen fish are placed in water before being boxed. 
Effect of this is to encase t he m in an air-excluding 
jac ket of ice. The tre at ed fish are kept in a chamber 
with a temperature of -22 deg. Fahr. The advantage 
of the blast-freezer ove r the slower methods of 
r efrigeration is stated to be that the fish lose 
nothing of their natural firmness or flavour. 

Tnis n ew p lant is unusua l in that it also 
includes a ~orm of central h e ating . Experience has 
shown t hat soil bel ow a cold store can be frozen to 
a depth of 4 0 ft. in some circumstanc e s, despite the 
insulated flooring . Expansion occurs at a stag e in 
the freezing of the soil, and tne floor is liable to 
burst. 

A syste ,n of he a t ed wires in the floor of the 
Montrose plant compensate s f or the expansion. A 
t hermostat controls the heat ing of the wires just 
befor e the critica l point i s r e ac hed. The r e is one 
snag. Workers handling the fish have to be care ful 
not to touch any of the metal fittings or they may ba 
burned by the icy metal. 

(Th e F ishing Ne ws, London, August 9, 1952). 

Th~l_Q~n't Ge t Away! 

A fishery officer wit h a heavier-tha n-usual 
post-bag these day s is N , Ma c kenzie, wh o is in charge 
of 800 miles of wa ter for t ne Great ouse River Board, 

Reports tha t he has develo p~d electrical 
a pparatus for fishing have le d to enthusiastic 
enqui ries - official and unof ficial - from Soutn Africa 
and Canada, India and Austra lia. Ot her river boa r ds in 
Britain are also very interested and asking for 
de mon strations of this almost fool-proof method. 

Experi mmlts in electrical fis h ing l1ave been 
carried out on the Continent, but this l a test apparatus 
a ppe ar·s to be t he mos t mobile and least cumbersome so 
far produc e d. 

Petrol-engine an d g e n e rator ar e carried in 
a steel fr a me whic h ca n be turne d into a "whee l-b a rrow" 
by means of deta cl1ab l t; whe e l and handles. To this is 
connected a wooden rod wi t l,. 8- 11 li ve" spoke d wheel at t he 
end. 



- 16 .-

Another operates on DC and has two live 
ele,ctrodes at the end of the wooden rods. 

When the former is used, all fish coming 
within eigl1t feet of the wheel are stunned and can be 
easily netted for inspection. The latter, primarily 
for lakes, attracts the fish and enables them to be 
netted before sinking into deep -water. 

Cost is betvveen £60 and £150. 

11The great t hing about this equipment 11
, Mr. 

Mackenz ie told FISH INDUSTRY, 11 is the time it saves. 11 

Thousands of fish can be inspected now compared 
with hundreds before. 

Use of this equipment has proved so successful 
that the bo a rd a re proposing to have a bye-law ~rohibit­
ing the use of similar instruments ~ithout the board's 
consent. 

"It is most undesirable that equipment of 
this kind is used outside the river boards," said Mr. 
Macl{8nzie . ''Abuse could 11:;ad to untold trouble and 
a lot of harm". 

The machines do not har·m the fisl1 or affect 
fertility. stunning lasts on ly a few minutes. 

• The apparatus facilitates removal of coarse 
fish from trout streams, and vice versa, and will enable 
a more thorough census to be carried out. 

Can the equipment be develope d commercially? 

"I don't ti1in v. so," said Mr . Mackenzie. 
"There are many technical problems. We find that muddy 
water cuts down voltage - sea water would do so to an 
even greater extent . Voltage has to be stepped-up in 
comparison with depth. And :i: think cost of equipment 
would be too high and it would need a lot of room." 

Mr . Mackenzie is following his father and . 
grandfather as a fishery officer. His brothers, too~ . 
hold similar posts. 

He is assisted away from the office by 14 
part-time bailiffs, each in charge of a section of water. 

· He is hoping to have full-time ba iliffs soon. 
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Are men easy to find? "Not today,'' said Mr. 
Mackenzie. 

"Good bailiffs a re scarce - the right man mus·t 
know a lot about rivers and fish and be a keen naturalist. 

"In addition he rnust be tactful, know the law -
and;6e completely tr·ustwortt1y because he spends most of 
l1is time working alone." 

(:F'is h Industry, Londons August 1952). 

Nor'-Wes t Whali1~p; surplus is £119,683 

First accounts of Nor'-West Wha ling Co. Ltd. 
as a public company show a surplus of £119,683 for the 
year ended I;Iar•ch 31 , 1952, after depreciation and 
provision of £120,000 for taxation. 

Ffom t he ne t su rp lus, the directors r eport, 
the debit balance of £~t , 020 car ried forward last year 
in the profit and loss appropria tion account and pay­
ment of the interim dividend of 10 per cent, amounting 
to £27,000 were deducted. 

This l ef t £48,663 ava ilable. Appropriations 
recommended are payment of a f i nal dividend of 10 per 
cent ( ma king 20 per cent fo r the year), requirir.i.g 
£27,000, and transfe r of £20,000 to general r es erve a ccount, 
l eaving £1,663 to be carr i ed for ward. 

It is e stimated that the £120,000 provided to . 
meet income t ax will be sufficient for total t ax li a bility 
to Ma rch 31, 1952, but t he r e a r e some matters still to 
be agreed upon with t he Commis s ione r of Taxa tion in 
rela tion to the company's expend iture. It may , there-­
fore, become necessary to transfer to provision for income 
t ax some part of the £20 ,-000 r ecomrnended f or transfer to 
genera l res erve . 

The compm~y ' s c a tc l1 of wlrnles for the 1951 
sea s ,Jn re ached 571-1- , giving 8. yi eld of 4,166 t ons of oil. 
New plant insta lled during the season contributed largely 
t o the company 's extended ope r a ti ons. s ~les a ver aged 
mor e than £113 s terling a to~ af whale oil s old. 

Favour a ble 

The Dire ct ,J r '.Jf c ~mmomvealth Fisl1er·ies, the 
direct ors sta te, · wr c) te t ,J the company s fter the end of 
l ast s ea s ,:m , st c1 ting t l1~1 t its results compared favo urably 
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with shore-based stations in other parts of the world. 

To save delays and expense in overhauling craft 
between seasons, the board decided to obtain a slipway 
on the Swan River with working and stor~ge accommodation. 
A property has been purchased at Rocky Bay. 

A review of the 195 2 season indicated that the 
company's full quota al l owance of 600 whales would be 
taken and that oil extraction per whale would be higher. 

Lower world prices now offering for whale oil 
has given the board some concern. About 2,500 tons of 
new season's oil have been sold forward and shipment 
provided for. 

Average price for oil already sold is £76/11/­
sterling a ton, which i s considered satisfactory under 
present conditions. The directors consi d er that 
existing lower oil price,§. will be offset to soine extent 
by the higher yield of- oil and l1igher prices for whale 
rnea t. 

The n e w season has seen the completion of the 
plans the co mpany for med to install an up-to-date whale 
treatment plant . 

('rhc West Australian, Friday, September 26, 
1952) . 

Sport Fishing · f_9_p __ Carp 

Sport fishi~ g io r carp is rapidly increasing. 
This will come as a shock t o many anglers, but the grow­
ing interest in this generally scorned species is war,nly 
we lcomed by fish managers in those states where an 
overabundance of the exotic is causing headaches. 

The stocking of farm ponds with carp is 
becoming common practice i n certain sections of the 
South-east. Pennsylvania in recent years has annually 
supplied over 50 ponds with something li tee 75,000 pounds 
of live carp . In 1951 over 200,000 pounds of carp 
tra~ped in Wisconsin waters were transporte d alive to 
artificial' ponds in adjacent states where, in many 
instances, a fee was c harged for attempting to catch 
them with hook and line. 

If the owne r of a farm pond wants t o raise 
carp in it, that is his affair. Sure ly no other fish­
ing resource will b e ha rme d, and perhap s h is need for 
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stocking wili help reduce carp populations in waters 
where tt1ey are competing wi ti1 other and generally more 
popular species. 

Wisconsin is currently campaigning for a 
wider use of carp as food. Last year the state sent 
over 4 million pound s of this fish to market, which meant 
$265,000 to the fishermen who harvested them. It also 

meant rel~ef from car~ competition for bass, pike and 
wnat-not in many of the state's lakes. The Conseriation 
Department has prepared and is distributing a carp recipe 
booklet tl1at can be :,:,ecommended without reservation. 
Until it has been tried, the quality of smoked carp 
as a delicacy is difficult to appreciate . 

(Fi eld & Stream, New York, August 1952). 

Shoc t( ing _Ii:Ieth od ·Jf Angling. 

The old style you-g rind-it telephone is 
being used by rodless anglers of ID1go, Oklahoma, U.S.A., 
as a means of p utting fish on their table - and not by 
calling the corner fish shop. The once obsolete phones 
are at a premium in Hugo; mol' fJ than 100 p l1ones are being 
used by locals, who are shocking fish into the pan . 

The fishermen take the crank-type phones 
extending two wires out of it, and then attaches two 
large squares of screen; the y drop the screens to the 
bottom of a lake or stream, giving a few hafty cranks on 
the pnone. 

Aft e r the shoc k the fish come quickly to the 
top where waiting telephone subscribers net them. 

Oklahoma State Game and Fish ing ranger Haskell 
Watson said: "It has be e n reported t t1at in areas where 
old style telephones are still in use, the owners t ake 
them off the wall, go fisjing, and then return to 
install t heir phones and call their neig i1bours to tell 
about the catch. ti 

The ranger continued, saying that it was legal 
to catch fish und er t uis system, adding that he had not 
received any complai nts about the new fishing method; 
"that's prob_ably be cause everyone wl10 can get a ph one 
has gone fis l1ing. 11 

(outdoo r s and Fishitig, Sydney, August, 1952). 



Pictures of Pemberton 
Left-

Top : The water to No. 2 pond has just been turned on. 
Middle : Left to right, Messrs. H . Birmingham, Presi­

dent, Murray Trout Acclimatisation Society; Hon. A. 
R. V. Abbott, M.L.A., Minister for Fisheries; J. E. 
Watson; E. K . Hoar, M.L.A. 

Bottom : Mr. A. L. Smith makes the winning cast in 
the heavy line unrestricted distance fly casting 
contest. 

Right-

Top: Planting fry in pond. 

Middle: The official party moves into the ponds 
enclosure after the Minister for Fisheries unlocks 
the gates. Left to right, Messrs . E . K. Hoar, M.L.A.; 
S . R. Doust, Secretary, Blackwood Trout Acclimatisa­
tion Society; Hon. A. V. R. Abbott; H. Birmingham; 
N. S. Fletcher; A. R. Kelly, President, Pemberton­
Warren Trout Acclimatisation Society; Hon. G. P. 
Wild, M.L.A., Minister for Forests; A. J . Fraser; L. 
Thompson, Chairman Manjimup Road Board; . J . B. 
Grosser, Vice-President, Pemberton-Warren Trout 
Acclimatisation Society. 

Bottom : Mr. W . Wylkes gains first place in the ¾-oz. 
plug distance casting championship. 

Below-

Mr. A. J. Fraser, Superintendent of Fisheries, turns on 
water to No. 7 pond. Watching him are (left to 
right) Messrs . N. S. Fletcher, President, Serpentine­
Jarrahdale Trout Acclimatisation . Society; R. Cave, 
Councillor, Pemberton-Warren Trout Acclimatisa­
tion Society; Keith Sheard, acting-Secretary, Trout 
Acclimatisation Council of W.A. 

Doings 




