
., 

>-"' 

:::Ot:JSER\' ,._,:c:_· 1_ __ _ r
1
1n1111:i11!•

1
1i1!;jl!j1 l;q 

1
w ':1.111;~i1!iu11;:1;1 

•i:1, 111 -1
1
-
1 c,Bc< <I.R ·' ,<E- ~ ·I· 1 

•1 ,:!i , lj itl jjJ; ·i I 11:1' !j \:1i: I! !1 1· ·1 ill,I ·,I' f . 
JolJRNA I , , ,, . . ' .' .,;;;::., ·: -·'t' .. : · •. . 

J,.,., u.-~ ..... ·.:~-J -:_•..:: . . :1 

[fv10i-.J THL.V SERVICE BULLETIN 
r11\/FSTc:RN AUc:: ' -RA! /Ct r.:-1c:;L;r.:c:nt·-· ,:~ \ VI w-'--• IL- / • • \...) I , ,.__ , / \ > !•. ~ I , [_1 1 ~ - '•' 

2(5 , M2y 1 953 
OEPAR -ivlEi"' -;·• ~, f P,J.R ;,_~~- t!:-.1c:- -./-1 !LCL.FE 

CAUvf L/1::P !. RV AR·"'HIVE ·,; I -'1 . , ..,, \ l ~ \J _ 

'-JOT FOR LOAN j 
NT WESTERN ·AUSTRALIA --~_:::; l! 

MONTHLY SERVICE · BULLETIN 

Vol. II, No. 5 May 1, 1953 

STAFF NOTES 

. The Minister fo r FiBheri e s (Mr. Kelly) and 
the su perint endent ( Mr. Fraser) visited Mandurah towards 
tl1e end of April and discussed with local fishermen 
several matters dealing with the fisheries of Peel Inlet. 

Inspector F. A. L. - Connell has resumed duty 
after annual l eave, which he s pent in Singapore. 

Inspector J. E. Munro is at present on annual 
l eave. Ins pe ctor A • . K. Melsom is acting as Metro politan 
Ins 0ector. 

As s istant Inspe ctor G. Coombes has returned 
to duty after leave, and Cadet Ins pe ctor B. A. 
Carmichae l is back on the job follo wing 3 months' 
national service training with the Army, 

Mr. B. R • . Saville is a cting as Clerk-in-Charge 
during Mr . Brownf i e ld's ab s 0nce r e li eving in the state 
Hot els Department. Mr. H. B. s. Shugg, of the Native 
Affairs Depa rtment, is reli eving in Mr. Saville's 
position. 

. Mr. J. -E. Bramley, Supervising Inspe ctor, 
spent some time during April in the Bunbury and 
Mandurah districts. 

_Assistant Ins pe ctor J. L. Gallop has gone to 
Ge raldton to assist Inspe ctor Bnwl e r duri ng the 
Abrolhos crayfish s eason. Insp~ ctor R. M. Crawfoid is 
at Mcndurah in his stead. 
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Mr. L. G. Smith , Technica,l Officer, was in 
the Albany district .dur i ng ApriT t agging r\1ffs. - He 
was assisted at Bremer Bay and Cheyne Beach. by Inspector 
G. c. Jeffery. Towards the end of t t1e month Mr. Smith 
left for Esperance ··and Hbpetouri in compan'y with Mr. 
w. B. Malcolm, of C.S.I.R.O. Division of Fisheries, for 
further ruff' tagging work. 

. .. Inspe ctor J. s. Simpson is at Pem'bert.on making 
ready for the dist~tbution of trout which is scheduled 
for early May~ -· Inspe-ctor H. J~ Murray and M1<" -sir.i-ips0n 
will transport the fish. 

GERALDTON DISTRICT NOTJ~S 

It is pleasing to see ne.w bodies springing 
up at various places. The latest of these · came into 
being on J\1arc r1 9, when t he Northampton District Angling 
Club heid its inaug ural me eting. Inspector S. w. Bowler 
was present. Jhere are about . 30 foundation members; 
t h e President is Mr. D. Izard and the Secretary Mr. 
R. E. Kagi. We wish the n~w club every success. 

............. 
Ge raldton Ice Works Ltd., wh ich was formed 

some ~ears ago to ta ke . ov~r the old Geraldton Ice Works 
and late'r/ we nt in for de-t e:. iling and fre e zing crayfish ' 
and filleting, pa ck aging and f:reezing fish, has now 
closed do~vn. - · ·· · 

.............. 
As a consequence of torrential rains towards 

the end of Mai--.ch, 3:11 rivers in .the Gerald ton ar e a, 
from the Jviurchisori south to the Irwin, have been .- in 
flood • . The Greenough River, which only occasionally 
br e aks through tb the se a , opened on Marcl1 26. 

........... 
Ins pector Bowle~ has supplied the following 

figures in re1atiori to the Ab~olhos crayfishery during 
the current season~ 



... 

Group 

North Island 
Wallabi 
Easter 
Pelsart 

Totals: 

No. 

- 1·23 

of men 

9 
34 
40 
24 
-

107 
-

No. of boats 

4 . 
26 
25 
15 
-
70 
-

The l.f,.b's "Eureka", "Linda" and "Pacific" 
are transporting crayfish from the Islands to the 
Gerald ton Fishercr1en' s . Co-,op. Ltd., and . the "Queen" and 
"Suda Bay" to the .other, .two processing firms, Golden 
Gleam Fish Process-ing Pty . Ltd. and· Tropical Traders:, 
and Pat~rson~ · Ltd, : 

............ 
Although the first fortnight of the current 

Abrolhos season was somewhat poor, April has seen some 
very good catc hes. In the Rat Island area of Easter 
group the takE/of crayfish has been excellent, and the 
indications point to greater production this year than 
ever before. At the Wallabi group the take is 
comparable ·with 1952, and only on the shallows in the. 
Pelsart group, and at North Island, is there any 
suggestion of reduced catches. On April 11 more than 
50,000 lb. ·_of .crayfish was landed at Gerald ton. This 
equals tl1.e record established on -one day in 1951, when 
a similar guantitl· was brought as~ore; Unfortunately 
mortality among the fish en route to, and while awaiting 
p!'.oc.essing at, Gera ldton. has been unduly high. Inspector 
Bowlari in a report on the matt er, escribes it to one 
or more of several factors (1) abnormally hot weather; 
(2) slow transport; (3) bad organisation at one 
processing works; (4) dirty bags; and (5) careless . 
handling by fishermen at islands. From one consignment,: · 
which ar:rived ·· a.t .·.G.eraldton early in April more th.an a .. ,. 
ton of i deo.q cr.ayfish were removed. This represented < 
about one-eighth of the total landings for that day~ 

•..: ..: .• 

M. V. · "LANCELIN" SOUTI-I-:-WESTERN CRUISE . 
• • J 

• ~ '. C : • , - ,1_ ;:: . <: ,,, ; . . r' ,·•. ,; • J . , 

.i!'. _ 1 8. st .IJ).Oil'th . Wf;l : publisl1ed a resume o:f·;a_ . reporct 
prepared by Mr. K.. Godfre·y, of,: c.s.L:R' .. o~ ·· Divisicm of 
Fisheries, relating to ''Lance'lin' s" operations to March 
16. A report has now been received '. from the · skipper 
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(Capt. H. c. w. Piesse) concerning the work done during 
the final fortnight. 

A further test . was made with the small trawl 
and 60-lb. boards in Bunbury ha r bour in 2-3 fathoms. 
The net worked satisfactorily. The catch comprised 
a few flounder, boxfis11., whiting, cuttlefis:h and rays, 
as well as great quantities of blue manna crabs. No 
prawns were taken. 

On March 18 the experimental drift nets were 
overhauled and laid on the net rack aft ready for 
shooting. The nets consisted of 3 lengths of 160 to 
200 yards each, with 213 11 to 2½" me sh of 9 and 12 ply, 
lightly leaded and corked. Eact1 WE\S 2 fathoms in depth. 
The nets were sh-0t joined together and attached to 
heavy bridle3 running their full length from dan buoy 
to ship. Spectacular results were not expected, for 
although a few ruff had been sig hted along the beaches 
mo~t of the summer, no migrations had been observed. 
It was really a little early, the northerly movement 
of fish normally taking place about mid-April. 

The nets were shot in the evening approximately 
8 miles to the westward of the southern end of Bouvard 
Reef in about 16½ fathoms. Th~ ~ind was S.S.W., S3, 
during the night, and a drift of approximately 9 miles 
in a northerly direction was made in 11 hours. The 
wind was steady atid the net streamed clear all night. 
At dayli gl1.t the nets were ;~auled in with a catch of 24 
large ruffs. Most were near the lead line and partly 
eaten by sea-lice and squid. 

During the night a whaler shark was landed 
with two ruffs in gut - thes e were probably taken from 
the net. Othej fish could quit e easily have bedome 
lightly meshed and have dropped out of the small mesh. 
No further drifting trials were made because of the 
virtual absence of ruff frbm the area. 

· Fifteen craypots were set at the south end 
of Bouvard Re ef in 3 to 10 fathoms. The pots were 
pulled five times for a total catch of 37 crayfish 
(Panulirus longipe s), They ~ere mainly small and consisted 
of 21 males and 1bfemales. Their total weight was 
29 lb. , or an average of 12·, ,6 oz. 

Trolling _ was carried out nortl1 and west of 
Bunbury, and also on . tl1e run. to . Fr emantle on Apri 1 1 and 
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2. several schools of tuna were seen as well as some 
large pilchard shoals. The tuna appe~red to be of a 
smal~ even run, but they did not strike freely~ - Seven 
southern bluefin were talrnn, and a narrow-barred- -· 
spanish mackerel, · le_rigth 39", · v1eight 27-- lb., was ·1anded. 
The surface temper~tu-re of 

O 
the _ water

0
whe1;e . the f'.i.sh 

webe trol~ed was -from 18. 9 C to ·j·9. 9 C, i -. e. , from 
66 to 68 Farenheit. 

CRAYFISH AT MANDURAH 

Handlin.e fishe r men oper ating about 10 miles -
west of Mandurah ,have during recent weeks been making 

·fair catches of crayfish. Thre e men are operating · 
from 3 to 5 pots each, and tb.e catch of each man averages 
about 60 lb. daily. This, it is believed, is the first 
real attempt at commercialising the crayfish resources 
off Mandurah, and plans are now being laid to extend 
operations next year. 

J11ost of the pre"Sent catclJ. is beihg sol?-_ locally~ 

FIS tt DYING IN PALLINUP ESTUARY 

Reports . reaching the Departrn·ent from_., Fauna 
warden J. Traynor and otl1ers indiccii:te ·that following · 
a long .· s}1ell of excep tionally dry 'c.~nditions -~tie·: waters · 
of :se·au:fort Jplet (or, _as it is mor·e commonly · known,·· 
Pa1linup E?tuary) have become so low and· de-oxyge·nated· 
that va·s t gu·a-q.t i ti es of f i s l1, bream, mulle-t, ruff and 
whi~jng , h~vi .died there. ·· · · · 

· ~ d~Jior i rniet, which is ~~b~t 1o ~ile~ N.E. 
by E• fr•om Albany, and \Vellstead Inlet, which is about 
30 miles E. of Beaufort Inlet, are recreation reserves 
vested in the Gnowangerup Road Board. By an amendment 
to the Fisheries Act pas sed in 1938, and never repealed, 
any road board in .whom any waters are vested may make 
by~laws regulating fishing tl1er·ein, · and' bn the coming 
into ope r ation of the by-laws any :procch.amatious·, .:. 
regulations, etc., relati n g to the w~ter~ already in 
existence ar e null and void. Fu r t·he rmore no · proc:lainati"on: 
or regulation issued by the Governor while tl1e by-iaws: 
remain in force shall have any effe ct.· · 
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The Gn9Wangerup Road Board subsequently fuade 
by-laws and assu~ed control of the •fish~ries of the inlets 
concerned, - and although 6y agreement between the Board 
and ttie Depart~ent. the by-laws were at one time 
tevoked and controi handed back to the Department, . fresh 
by-iaws were later promulgated, an~ control of the 
fi -she_ries once more reposed in the Board. That is the 

. si tua:tion today • 

When the Department first heard of the 
mortality, Inspector G. -c. Jeffery,- of Albany, in whose 
diktrict the waters lie~- made contact ·with the -Road 
Boa:rd arid suggested that all restrictions on fishing 
be liftid for a time so tha t the fish would not be 
wasted. The ap:r:iroacl1 was successful and the wat e rs were 
opened for a month, and fishermen Swarbrick and Heberle 
made one or two good hauls • 

. · ·1 : .. 

Mr. Heb~rle has now produced for the inspection 
of th~- Minister and .head office personnel a number of 
photographs taken.: at Beaufort 'Inlet, as well as ,a .sample 

, of _fis:h . h~ ··cal'ight there. The photographs, one or two 
of which will be reproduced in the next issue, bear 
out his statement that "hundreds of tons" of good fish 
had peris~ed. The fish themselves wer e in sho6kingly 
poor d6ndition, and were covered in sores. 

-' The view of the Professional }7 ishermen's 
Le~gue~ Which to :a large extent is shared by dipa rtmental 
Officers, it that the control of these two fisheries 

.. should revert permanently to the :bepartment. It is 
beli eveJ · that as ~11 6ur marine and e stua rine fisheries 
aJ:'.·e interd_ependent, · any damage which may ac'crue to B.ny 
one of the_m through faulty management, due either to a 
l a ck of appreciation ·or ovei a ll fishery problems or 
el"se :to a purely parochial outlook, must be felt, to a 
greate~ or lesser degree, by all other fisheries. 

DUCK BANTIING 

'\ . 
Warden J. Tr-aynor has almost reached the 

thousand mark with hi s duck-bapding operationi. As 
icon ~s this figure is reached he will pack up his 
traps until next spring. Hi•s work during April has 
been confined . to Queen's Gardens 9 Perth, and Lake · 
Ka·rrinyup, _ Balcatta. · · 

l 
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TRAPPING WILD DUCK FOR BANDING 

Warden J. Traynor with ducl<s in t rap (Lake Karinyup) "Dry" trap, duck entering box (Yanchep) 

Shallow-water trap (Lake Karinyup) Improvised deep-water stake trap (Lake Wardering) 
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In the last issue of the "Bulletin" a table 
of recoveries was given. The following recoveries 
were reported to the Department in April:-

Date 
ringed 

Place where 
ringed 

Date [ Place where 
recovered , recovered 

i 

~LACK_DUCK 

'Distance 
travelled 

.Miles 

1 035 5. 6. 52 

1154 11.11.52 

1 277 27. 1 • 53 

Queens Gardens ca.8.1.53 
Perth 

I 

8 m. s. of 
Boyup Brook 

Narrikup 14.4.53/Chittering Lake 
Yancl1ep 

j 

12. 4. 53 :yanc l1ep ( found 
I dead) 

135 

225 

I 
GREY TEAL 

1317110.2.53 

1 3 42 I 1 2 • 2. 5 3 

Lake Wardering ; 29. 3. 53 I 11 m.N.of Kojonup 
Woodanilling 1· ; 

do. · 15.3.53j do. 
1 

25 

25 

25 1358 do. do. _ 3. 4. 53 j 1 Om.N. of _Kojonup I . 

COCKROACHES 

As i.S: almost inevi-tabl-Ef with small boats 
associating with other boats, one or two of our patrol 
vessels are slightly infested with cockroaches. The 
advice of the Government Entomologi'st ·was· sought as to 
wl1at control measures might be adopted, and he has 
replied as follo"ws - · 

11 Coclcroaches may be effectively controlled 
by dusting or spraying with DDT. · _Where it is 
desirable to bring a heavy infestation under control 
quickly, kerosene sprays of 4% or 5% DDT _ should 
prove most satisfactory. If fire risk precludes 
the use of the kerosene mixture, then water mtxtures 
could b_e- subs ti tu ted. If co_ckroach · activity per sis ts 
after two 'spra-yings at·an interval of about a 
fortnight, '. 10% Gammexane dust could be liberally 
applied behind cupboards and other 'fixtures likely 
to harbour the insects." 
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A leaflet settint out the life history and 
habits of the pest is available. It sets oU:t fully tl1e 
most effective method of applying insecticides. If 
an;y: officer desires a copy, we would be happy to secure 
one for him. Skippers of vessels where there is 
cockroach infestation should reguisi ti on the insecticides 
in the normal way. 

RUF1:B1 TAGGING - APRIL 1 1953 

Mr. L. G. Smith, Technical Officer, reports 
that in company with. Inspecto~ G. c. Jeffery, he visited 
Cheyne Beach on April 10,_ arrangements having been· · 
made with fishermen Birss and Westerberg for catching· 
ruff for tagging. On arrival at the Beach they found 
many tons of ruff penned awaiting transport to the 
Albany cannery, and anoth~r shot was in progress with 
another '20 tons in the bunt- of tt-16 net. BY means of 
coal baskets 1,000 fish werG !:railed out of the net ·and 
transferred to the tagging pens. A start w-as made at 
1 O a. rn. and by 2.15 p. m. ·1 ;ooo fish had been internall·Y 

.. tagged, measured ·and recorded. Mr. Smi tl1 states ~hat 
tl1e ruff on tl1is occasion were of a larger run than ever 
previously tagged. 

On April 14 Messrs. Smithmd Jeffery visited 
Bremer Bay, where fisherman Cullinane and team were 
operating. Al tl1ougl1 Cullinane was packing up to 
leave Bremer, he agreed to make a shot, and at 4 a.m. 
the follovving day 600 ruff were l&nded. Of these 435 
were tagged internally in about 1½ hours. . · 

Mr. Smith remarks that as far as the 
south coast is concerned, tl1is is perhaps the "best 
seas on ever for herring". 

Inspector G~ C. Jeffery has furnished 
information in relation to the meth6d of netting in 
vogue at Cheyne Beach for the capture of r•uff. As 
it differs materially from methods adopted elsewhere 1 
a copy of Mr. Jeffery's notes and diagram are given 
overpage. · · 
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RUFF FIQI:i!JIJG ~T CBEY1TID BEACH 
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The ruff travel in the direction indicated by the 
arrows. About sunset a la.rge s .eine with deep bunt 
(400 ya.rds of 1¾ 11 x 18-ply net - bunt 30' deep) is run 
out . fr om th.; bl;ach in the manner shown in the above 
rough sketch, anchored by boats as shown. Tho not is 
left · set ~l night,: and at daylight the free end is · 
brought ashore and the fish are bunted up in water about 
waist deep. The fish s.i·o then brailed out of the bunt. 
It o.ppcnrs that once the fish .hit tho net they travel 
along tho cork-line into the circle, where they mill 
all night. (net not to scnle). 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULA-"RS 

The Under Secretary, Premier's Department, 
advises that in terms of the Coronation Holiday Act, 
1952, there · wi 11 9e a special p_ubli.~ ;ho,liday on 
June 2, 1953. There will il~ci be~ public hbliday on 
June 1, 1953 (Foundation Day) • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A circular from the Public Se~vice Commissioner 

draws attention to the procedure which is followed when 
granting sick leave with pay in cases of absences from 
duty caused by injuries compensative under the Workers' 
Compensation Act •. Consideration has been given to the 
question of permanent officers and temporary employees 
who have exhausted sick leave credits and are granted 
sick leave without pay on account of illness or injury 
compensative under tl1at Act. It has now been decided 
that in such cases leave without pay, up to a maximum 
period of six months, will not affect -

(i) the due date of g~ade increases; 

(ii) annual or long servic.e l eave entitlement s; 

(iii) the anniversary date fci~ sick leave credits. 

Any period of sick ~eave without pay in excess 
of six months is to be excised from service. 

' · 

The Commissioner advises that thi~ new .ruling 
applies to both. pe rmanent officers and temporary employees, 
and operates from January 1, 1953 • 

. . . . . . . • ·• .... 
The Public Servi6e Co~missione~ h~s ai~o 

circularised permanent heads concerning~he rent to be 
paid for official quarters occupi~d by :civil servants. 
rt will be r,ememb s red tha.t .. the Pl.,1blic S'ervi ce Act 
provides that if an offLc,er occupies official gua1•.ters, 
a fair and reasonable _ _sum. as rent may be .deducted fr.om 
the office~~s salaiy and -that the ~ent ~hall not ' 
exceed 1 O;b qf hi.s salary. 
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A recent inve s tigation ·.of ·f r -xing · ·and adjust­
ing rents charged for occupancy of quarters has di_sclosed 
lac k of uniformity , and it ha s b~en decided that from 
July 1, 1953 (inclus ive) -

(i) 

( :i, ;L ) . 

deductions in ;respect of rental., f or· official 
quarter~ shall. _be annual de~~i6initions 
subject to adj~stment only on July 1 -in each : 
ensuing year; and · 

the renta-:Y·"l o be, . charged i n ea ch case shall 
be 1 0% of the offi.cer ',- s salary at July 1 
each ,ysar, or t h~ : ~~ono6 i c rental - whi chever 
is··· th'e .lower - yv i 'tha ceiling in .either case 
of £120 per annum • 

Offic~rs who are n at occupying: official quarters 
' on July 1 in any year but subs equently take up residence 

there in s hall be charged a rent of 10% of salary 
on da t e of oc cupation, or the economic rent - whichever . 
is t he lower - with a ceiling of £120 pe r· annum. 

WESTERN AUS'rRALIAH FISH:a;RIES _ 

Some months a go it was sta ted that we would -
carry e a ch mont h a story deal i ng with one of our 
more important fishe r i e s. Thre e have now app ea red -
Australian sa l mon, trout and pearlshell - and i.t was 
-intended that the c urrent issue would run the story 
of the mullet. Owing to Mr . Bruwnfield's transfe r to 
another_ Department, and t he additi ona+ burdens cast 
on the rema-ining me mbe r s of the st aff, t r1is has not 
been possible • . It will howev~r a ppe ar i n the June 

·Bulletin. · · 

?RIOlUT Y AMONG N'.D:'r'l'ERS . 
· .•· 

It wiil be r emembe red tha t a year or two 
ago in the Supreme Court action Chip h,J erfield and Andre -
v. Smith, the Cll.ief Justice in his . judgment held 
tha t re gulation 13 , whic h de te rmined t he.rights of 
priority as between net-fisher·men operating on the same 
ground, did not mean exactly what the Department intended 
when the regulation was made. Since then th~ - re-drafting 
of the regulation has been consider·ed, and the matter 
placed before the Fishermen's Advisory Committee. As a 
result new regulation 13 was gazetted on April 10, and 
a copy is attached hereto for the infor·mation of all the 
staff. 
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THE CLEARING HOUSE 

Electric Fishing 

The use of an electrical shocking method for 
catching tuna in Scandinavian waters has been so success­
ful that it may revolutionize this fishery. 

Tuna in these waters may reach a weight of 
800 pounds and it is estimated that 9.of every 10 fish 
hooked are lost while being landed. With the new shock­
ing device, all of the fish hooked can be brought aboard. 

The equipment used is reported to be very 
simple and within the cost range of all fishermen engaged . 
in the tuna fishery. The electrical unit consists of 
one motor converter receiving its current from a small 
accumulator. 

This electrical fishing method was developed 
by -German scientists, who are also dev:eloping an 
electrical fishing method, which is said to attract 
fish within an electric field to a positive pole, 
where they would be captured. Preliminary tests are 
said to have been successful and the experimenters are 
testing the bommercial application of this device for 
trawl fishing.• In this method of fisl1ing, tl1e 
electric poles would be arranged so that fish on both 
sides of the net would be attracted into the trawl 
mouth, greatly increasing the fishing area of the net. 

• 

("Pacific Fisherman", California,U.S.A., Marcl1. 1953) 

Lights for Berring 

Norwegian herring fishermen have been utilizing 
lights to ~ttract fish to shallower depths. During 
night fishing, the herring are at times detected on 
thei-r _recording echo sounders below the depth range of 
their n~ts~ In this event, the fishermen focus a 
high-powered light down into ·the water above the 
location of the fish. The fish are attracted bi the 
lights and observed on the echo sounder as they migrate 
towards the surface. When the herring have been 
brought up within a fishable depth, the net is set 
and a haul made. British wo~kers experimenting with 
lights w~re able to attract pilchards by this method, 
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[Extract from Government Gazette (No. 30) of 10th A1Jril, 1953.] 

FISHERIES ACT, 1905-1951. 

Fisheries Department, 
P erth, 27th March, 1953. 

F.D. 208/51, Ex. Co. No. 535. 
HIS Excellency the Governor in Executive Council acting pursuant to the 
provisions of the Fisheries Act, 1905-1951, has been pleased to amend in the 
manner mentioned in the Schedule hereunder the regulations made under the 
Act and published in the Government Gazette on the 6th day of May, 1938, 
and amended from time to time thereafter by notices published in the Govern­
ment Gazette. 

A. J. FRASER, 
Chief Inspector of Fisheries. 

Schedule. 
The abovementioned regulations are amended by substituting for regulation 

13 t he following:-

Priority Among Netters . 
13. The rights of priority for hauling nets, as between fishermen 

n etting in the same ground, are hereby determined as follows:-

fl4318/4/53 

(1 ) Where netting operations include the use of a beach-
(a) the first turn shall belong to the licensed fisherman 

who first arrives on the ground with a bona fide 
crew of licensed fishermen, with a licensed fishing 
boat marked in accordance with regulation 2, with 
a lawful net ready for shooting and hauling; 

(b ) the next turn shall belong to the licensed fisher­
man who next arrives as above, and so on ; 

<cl a tur n shall come to an end when a licensed fisher­
man has shot and hauled his n et and it shall in 
no case last more than 24 hours as against any 
other licensed fisherman who is on the ground 
waiting for a haul ; 

Cd) during his turn a licensed fisherman shall have 
exclusive right to the ground where he remains 
with his crew on portion of the ground in readiness 
to "shoot" with one end of his hauling line ashore ; 

(c) no licensed fisherman shall have a second turn 
unt il all the other licensed fishermen on the 
ground have had their first turn; 

(f ) no unlicensed fisherman or licensed fisherman in 
an unlicensed boa t sh all have any claim to a 
ground as against a licensed fisherman and cr ew 
in a licensed boat . marked in accorda nce with 
regulat ion 2. 

For the pu!'pose of this paragraph "ground" means any 
portion of a beach not longer than one-half mile and 
includes the adjacent water to a distance of one-half mile 
measured r ectangularly from the beach. 

( 2) Wher e netting operations do not include th8 use of a 
lJeach-

(a ) the first turn shall belong to ,the licensed fisherman 
who first arrives on the ground with a bona fide 
crew of licensed fishermen in a licensed fishing 
boat marked in accord:?.nce with. regulation 2, with 
a lawful net ready for shooting and hauling; 

(b) the next turn shall belong to the licensed fisherman 
who next arrives as above , and so on; 

(c ) a turn shall come to an end when a licensed fisher­
man has shot and hauled and the turn shall in no 
case last more than 12 hours ; 
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(d) during his turn a licensed fisherman shall have 
exclusive right to the ground where he remains 
with his crew on portion of the ground in readi­
ness to "shoot"; 

(e) no licensed fisherman shall have a second turn 
until all the other licensed fishermen on the 
ground have had their first turn; 

(f) no unlicensed fisherman or licensed fisherman in 
an unlicensed boat shall have any claim to a 
ground as against a licensed fisherman and crew 
in a licensed boat, marked in accordance with 
regulation 2. 

For the purpose of this paragraph "ground" means that 
area of water to be fished within the limits of one-quarter 
mile by one-quarter mile. 

(3) Where netting operations are by means of set nets-
(a) the first turn shall belong to the licensed fisherman 

who first arrives on the ground with a bona fide 
crew of licensed fishermen in a licensed fishing 
boat marked in accordance with regulation 2, with 
a lawful net ready for setting; 

(b) the next turn shall belong to the licensed fisherman 
who next arrives as above, and so on; 

Cc) a turn shall come to an end when a licensed fisher­
man has hauled his net and the turn shall in no 
case last more than 24 hours; 

(d) no licensed fisherman shall have- a second turn 
until all the other licensed fishermen on the 
ground have had their first turn; 

Ce) no unlicensed fisherman or licensed fisherman in 
an unlicensed boat shall have any claim to set 
a net as against a licensed fisherman and crew in 
a licensed boat, marked in accordance with regu­
lation 2. 

For the purpose of this paragraph "set" means to place 
a net in the water with the cork line at or beneath the 
surface. "Ground" means that area of water to be fished 
within the limits of an area 100 yards by the length of a 
lawful net. 

(4) It shall be unlawful to wilfully disturb or frighten fish on 
or in the vicinity of a haul, or in any manner to obstruct 
a licensed fisherman during his turn. 

(5) When a licensed fisherman is lawfully in possession of a 
haul, no person shall impede him by the process known 
as "blocking" whereby another person sets or places his 
net as to prevent or attempt to prevent fish getting to the 
haul. 

(6) Any licensed fisherman who suffers any loss from a breach 
of this regulation may be authorised by the Minister to 
take legal proceedings at his own expense. 

By Authority, WILLIAM H, WYATT, Government Printer, Perth. 
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but found tl1at herring in these wa t ers would seek deeper. 
water when a ligh t was focu~ed. on the ~chool. Canadian 
workers have re ported that li ghts will cause Pacific 
herring to scatter. The ability to attract members of 
the herring fa mily to li ghts undoubtedly varies with the 
size and the species of fish~ , 

('Pa cific Fishe rman", Califnrnia, U.S.A .. , March 1953) 

Overfishing_Qonference 

Results of the London Mee tings. 

Governmental delegates irpm 11 bf the 12 
signatory countries to tb.e Overfishing Convention of 
1946 (which comes into force on April 5) attended 
meetings at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
offices in London last Wednesday and Thursday, to 
arrange for the bringing into force of the Convention's 
provisions and the setting-up of the Permanent Commission 
which will have the duty of considering what further 
fish conservation measures may be required. The 
Conve~ttoD covers the fishing grounds around the British 
Isle s and in the North Sea, and in the waters of Green­
land, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, Northern Norway and 
Bear Island. 

Representatives attended f:r·om Belgium, 
Denmark, Francej Iceland, the Irish '~epublic, the . 
Ne therlands, Norway, PortL: .,al, Spain, Swe de n an9- the 
United Kingdom.. Poland, also a signatory, was invi'_ted, 
but was not :~epresented .at the meetings. · 

The meeting considered the application of 
Articles 5, 8 and 9 of t he Convention, prescribing 
minimum sizes of mesh of nets which may be used in 
waters covered by the Convention and minimum sizes for 
different s pe ci e s of fisl1 whi ch may be landed and sold. 
Ther e was general agreement that .time was required for 
existing stocks of nets to be used up, and that the 
provisi ons of Articles 5, 8 and 9 should be introduced 
in all the signatory countries not lat~r than April 5, 
1954. A protocol to give effect to this decision was 
accordingly drawn up and agreed, and will be signed 
in London shortly. 

It was also agreed that the first meeting ot 
the Permanent Commission to be set up under the 
Article 12 should be held in London on May 5 next. 
This meeting will settle the committee's procedure 

• 
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and initiate the study of further conservation problems 
with a view to their consideration at subsequent 
meetings of the Commission. 

The Federal Republic of Germany is not a 
signatory to tl1e Convention, but has been invited to 
accede to it and has indicated its intention to do so 
when necessary legislation has been passed. 

( "The Fishing Newsn, London, Marci1 7, 1953.) 

Ireland . MayJJse Pl~mes_ to Spot Illegal Trawling 

Irish Air Force planes on training duty may 
be u.sed to pa tro 1 coastal waters and notify the 
pres~nce of poaching trawlers, Mr. Oscar Traynor, Minister 
for Defence, announced in the Dail last week, He said 
that he wa s not aware that the Wexford coastal waters 
were being invaded by forei gn trawlers. The area was 
frequently patrolled by corvettes, and illegal fishing 
t he re had not r e cently been r ~p orted. 

Mr . J. Leary (Labour) said that the Wexford 
coast was be ing invaded by British and foreigh trawlers, 
and the local fishermen had no protection. 

Mr. Brendan Corish (Labour). said that vessels 
from five nations had been poaching there in the past 
few Weets. A Belgian trawler skipper l1ad recently 
boasted that he would shoot his -nets over the coa~t 
if he wished and would not be caug ht. 

( "The Fishing News 11 , London, March 7, ·1 953) 

Harnessing Wealth fro~ the Sea 

Importance of B~-€r~ducts from Fish 

by A • . c~ Hardy, B,Sc. ,F.R.G.S. ,M.I.N~A. 

Few recertt pronouncements about the fishing 
industry have been more inspirational , than Mr. 
Michael Graham's radio talk. in the series 11 Research 
for Plenty". He preached, in effect, th.at ''world 
fi s l1i ng is world feed i ng 0

, and made a plea for the 
correct use of the resources of the s e as and in 
J;)?rticular for the correct use of herring. Mr • . . Graham 
was not specifically concerned with fish facto~iei~ 
tl1ough •obviously he must have had them well in mind. 
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Nor perhaps did he, being so close to the industry 1 

realise the parallel existing between world fishing and 
another great world industry - that of oil. 

It is true to say that the oil industry attracts 
public attention because of its romance; because of 
the spectacular sums of mone y -whicih large oil groups spend 
upon refineries and fleets -of tankers. The products 
of distillation of crude oil affect directly and . 
indirectly the lives of everj one of us. How 'ci~ny 
people pause to,keflect tl1a t these remarks can be applied 
also to _the fishing industry? 

Nothing__ Need be wasted· 

The main difference · is tl1a t fishin g is at 
present neit her organised on a w·orldwide scale nor 
does it possess the vast wealth which favours the twin 
businesses of oil production and distillation. A 
parallel bet we en the two indus~ries is the fact that 
the raw material is processed for valuable by~products 
and that some of these ~y-products bear a chemical 
simiJ.arity as between industry and industry. Apart from 
that, fishing, as a world industry 1 is in about the 
same position as regards development as was the oil 
industry at the beginning of the First Wbrld War. 

Enor mous vistas open, and just as the suocess 
of the oil industry was founded upon the gradual 
appreciation of the worth ~f certain by-products which 
had for ·.aerly gone to waste, so now we are · b.egi nning 
to realise that practically 100 per cent. of the body 
of every fish caught can be used for some useful purpose. 
Today, it is possible, for example, to make cream, 
nougat and ott1er sweets by tl1e "distillation 11 - · if 
such a terrn may be non-tecl1nically applied - of fish 
bodies in bulk. 

This cold, calculating metho4 of dealing with 
the harvest of the sea is perhaps far re~oved from the 
romance · 1?-SSociated with fishing, as we und.erstand it and 
see it in the British Isles. That kirtd of fi~hini and 
the ships which ca r ry it out are likely to remain with 
us for some time. However, here it is proposed to 
discuss the new aspect of fishing - the fish-processing 
industry and the types of ship, now in an evolutionary 
stage, which can carry out this duty. 
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Floating Factories 

They are f;Loati ng , self-propeliep. factories., 
with most of"the human ame nities enjoyed by workers in 
such places ashore. some of these ve~sels are 
s~lt-sufficient in that they catch their own fish 9 _While 
others, . operating on tlie pattern of whale factories, 
vrnrk in ·association with small catcl1ers. rt is these 
special ships 9 gr~dually takini the place of .factories 
situated ashbre 1 . whi6h are respnnsible for the reduction 
of fish to its natural by-products and which . will, . to 
an increasing extent, be used in the future. · 

One of the most interesting present types of 
floating fish factory is that which has on ~b~id ~ · 
complete plant for the making of cattle meal and herring 
oil. For both oil and meal production the herring, 
whose body is particularly high in oil content 9 is an 
ideal fish. In 1949 Britain's herring industry provided 
just over 2,000 tons of oil - enough to make approximately 
20 9 000,000 individ~al . weekly margarine rations in the 
United Kingdom and sufficient protein for 45,000 tons of 
animal feeding.s tuffs . Tl1is clearly indicates only one 

· of the a d van·tages of t l1e harvest · of t l1e sea. 

White fish genefally are lower in oil content 
than are herring, but here again a ll wastage and offal 
that ac cui;nula tes af t er the body . l1as been filleted can 
be converted into fishmeal for cattle and poultry. 
The oil in wh ite fish is concentrated in their livers 
and this makes ~oss ible a s eparate treatment for oil 
extraction. · It is _carried out on a large scale with 
live rs of cod and · halibut 9 for the oil content is extremely 

· high in vitamins . A and D. Thus fish factories provide 
either. cr·ude oils . or the liver material for pharmaceutical 
or food industries tci refiri~ into concentrated vitamin 
products. Ji;rom another part of t l1e cod, . its bladder, 
is made isinglass., used in jelly manufacture and beer 
clarification. 

At first sight 9 fish scales do not seem to 
offe r more than aesthetic value, but several products 
can be made from them. Much of the substance in 
scales is cystine, one of the aminoacid$ which make 
up the structural proteins arid 1n the tre atment for 
nutritional disorder~ puie aminoacids are often used. 
According to · a chemicgl expert, Mr . D. P. Hopkins, 
F.R.r.c., the chemical property of scales is due to the 
presence of a substance called guanine. Pearl essence, 
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the basis of the artificial pearl industry, is largely 
a concentrated ex tract of guanine from ·scales. BY slow 
combustion of fish scales, an excellent grade of animal 
cl1arcoal is obtained, which is widely used in a number 
of industries for clarifying.i decolorizing and ptl.rifying. 
Foam-making substances f6~ ; fire extinguishers are also 
made from fish scalei. · 

The salmon provides nutrition for young poultry 
in a · substance called arg inine ·. Many by-products ar•e 
used in food manufacture, even if made from parts of 
fish which .are ordinarily reg~rded as inedible. Even 
attractive soft leathers~ which ·oompare · favou~ably with 
those from reptile skin~.i ca~ ~e made .from the skins of 
suitable· fish species. .-· • .: . 

Tl-i.e. general feeling among i magi u.a tive people 
.today ·is that the fishing industry •.is not just a profitable 
field f or inv e stment or an ipteresting contributor to 
th~ prosperity of the country. It is a provider of the 
essentials to a l-i e. althy, l1adPY l 'ife,. free fr om the 
diseases attributable to m13:lnutrition. · Provision of 
antidotes to malnutrition -i n :the . underdeveloped and 
undernourished parts .'of tl1e world is a tas k with which 
t he United Nations ii c harged through t he Fisheries 
Di vision of its Food __ and Agricultural Organisation, with 
headguartefs ~sit~ated in Rome. 

Naturally, through its naval -arc hi te·ct it is 
closely informed of all d evelopments in the design and 
construction of floating fish factories • . S6, in addition 
to the growing number of such vessels operating in those 
parts of the oceans whicl1 are norhlally1 .associated with 
conventiona·1 trawl, line and _seine '. fishing, floating 
factories ·are planned to operate ·in the tropical seas, 
ta king fish wnich hitherto have been considered as 
inedible or which cannot be used as f ood except very 
locally because of t l1e lack of proper refrigeration and 
distribution facilities. 

Production Only Half Potential Consum£tion 

What a harvest thes e floating factories have 
r e ape~, even with t he ir - so far - limited ise! The 
Fisheries Division of the F.A.O. has calle-d att-ention 
to the fact tha t biologists estimate the annual wurld fish 
production from all sources at about 25,000,000 tons. 
Nutritionists tell us that t l1e ·population of the world 
c ould easily consume 50,000,000 tons per year. Biologists 
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say that the fisheries resources of the world are of 
sufficient magnitude to yield production of this amount, 
but to attaih this goal it would be necessary to invest · 
stupendous sums in St1ips, facilities, equipment, labour 
and -research, so it is likely to be many years, if ever, 
before a production of this size is realised. 

Meanwhile, tl1e fisl1ing indus:try, which has 
never lacked imagination, is going forward and doing 
its best to produce. more food with the means at its 
disposal, bearing in . mind that many of the latent fishery 
resources of .the wo~ld .. lie in waters off the coasts of 
undeveloped countries .. or in tl1eir inland waters. If more 
fish is to be cauiht_~ and remember the target is 50,000,000 
tons per year - h6w is · this to be accomplished? Obviously 
more ships will be needed and, as a leading builder 
of fishing v_e13$eLs of all kinds, Britain will benefit. 
That, too, woufcf be fairly easy if the fish could be 
landed iced it\ the .conventional way. 

We ha;e se'en that f•isl1ing in the future will 
use nearly ever"y part of every kind of fish. To attain 
this end means the construction of fish factories. 
With certai~ ~i6epti6ns· to be mentioned, the existing 
factories have becih . ~uiit ashore, in Norway, on the 
Pacific Coast of the Uni t ·ed States, and in South 
Africa, for example. The shore factory is static and can 
deal with local kinds of fish only if normal ecoriomics 
are to be follow~d. The floating factory can operate 
anywhere in t~e world and can be designed to deal with 
a wide var·ie.ty of fish in quantities governed only by 
the size of the snip. 

Hence floating factories are essentially 
complicated structures. Not onl;y must tl1ey propel 
themselves, but they must carry the large and · 
complicated machinery required for dealing with the 
catch - dismembering the fish, boili~g the livets to 
extract oil, filleting, deep-freezing and packaging 
the flesh, and reducing bone and skins. The edible 
portions have to be marketed asl10:r:e uncl~r . ideal 
conditions. · 

• '.J t: 

Two Crews usually Carried 

Most floating . factories carry two crews, one 
being engaged enttrely in operational duties concerning 
the .ship, wl1ile the otl1er comprises tne fishermen 

\._., 
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proper and a group of workmen and technicians for 
dealing with the by-products. Again using t l1e oil industry 
as an analogy, it is as though an ordinary oi•l tanker 
had mounted op he r deck a complete· refining plant and 
that when she arrived in port she discharged crude oil, 
petrol, kerosen&, benzine, etc., in the quantities. 
required, tha . refining processes having been carried out 
at sea. 

Seldom are floating fish factories alike. Some, 
like the "Clupea'/ are intended entirely for the production 
of herring oil and cattle meal . Others, like the 
· American "Deep Se a", are intended for tt1e catching of 
crab and other Pacific North-West Coast fish which 
they process for eating purposes . Yet others, like the 
11RGfr igerator ±11 and her sisters, operating from Vladivostok, 
are intended for the processing - but not the canning -
of Pacific salmon. Othe rs, again, are intended to catch 
and can salmon and tuna or tunny fish. 

For tl1e last-nientioned d u ties many tank 
landing sl1ips have· been converted, and this type of 
ship, with her d eep double bottom, side walls, ample 
capacity and machinery aft, is ide a l for rapid and econ­
omical conversion. Smalle r types of fish :factori e s, 
such as t lie "Deep Sea", are large trawlers, and are 
able t o fis h the ir own catches in conventional manner. 
The "C:lt:.pea n and similar sl1i ps depend upon attendant 
cat8hers which ~at themselves be trawl ers, seine r s, 
ring-nette rs or other types. If, then, there is no 
unifor·rnity e ithe r in siz e or in ship type, s .till less 
is there ~n the method of catching. 

Advanced '.1." ype Now Building. 

One of the n ewe st and most a dvanced of all 
f i~h factory s hips is the self~contained v e ssel now 
building at Aberdeen for the Leith firm of Chr. 
Salvesen and Company. She is unconventional; she will 
fish through a chute in the stern, aft e r the manner 
of a wha l e factory ship up which the carcass of the whale 
is tia uled for dismemberment. This interesting little 
ship c ert a inly has not the appearanc e of an ordinar y 
fishing v e ssel, but rather of a yacht or of a fruit carrier, 
and she · ha s l a r ge 'twe en decks in which will be s ituated 
a ll the machinery for the pr oc e ssing , deep freezing 
and paclcing J f the fish whi ch she c a tches·. · she will 
work off the Newfoundland Banks. 
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Another floating factory is the converted 
schooner 11 African Queen 11

, lately owned by the Colonial 
•:; :,:~:pev~l0pment Corporation and .. ,recently sold to Spani$h 

~isb~~men. She has : beerr detcr1 bed- as a failrtte, bµt in 
a:cfuai fact _ t l;i.~ ~e_ason for · the failure was no~ a :t .echnical 
.on,e .•. _., S,he was.: .int.ended ·for -- tuna and shark catching and 

.. ·6a:rrr1in:g·; anc::f fr.om many points of view her interior layout 
can be regarded as a model, though the type of hull in 
which the ,equipmeri t was fitted mi g ht perhaps l1ave been 
better chosen. 

•~ J Nat~rally, floating fish factories - which 
are ships plus fishing gear plus laboratories plus 
factories - are gener a lly strange in appearance. Most 
ha ve be en converted from .sailing ve ssels, .. cargo liners, 
wa rships and ordinary fishin g vessels. Ve r y few have 
been speci i lly built. All this is indicative of the lack 
of general app~e ci a ti~n .of the fµll potenti aliti e s of 

. this n ewest ship type , though such l a ck of agreement on 
sha pe and det e, il t ake s s e cond pla ce to the re a lisa tion 
of t he n e ed for the type's existence. 

Still in Evolution 

From a technical standpoint floating 
fish-proces s ing s hips are in the same position as were 
the wha le factories of t he early 1920 1 s , when existing 
tankers and ca~g6 liners were converted. The modern 
whale factoty ship, a fine unit of upwards of 20,000 
t~ri s de adweight, is not the product of the sudden magic 
touch of one nava l atchitec~ on the drawing board. She 
has been evoived is the result of tri a l and error and 
built up .on: the experience of many years' operation. 

So the fish factory to-day, if current practice 
is to be taken as a guide, is being evolved either · 
from the ordinary trawler or developed from the tank 
l1;1nding shi p ,- tl1.e 11 De ep Sea 11 be ing a case -of the forma r, 
the "Olupea 11 ahd certain American units_ examples ~of . 
the latt~rir the ne~ S~lv~sen ship is a special case. 

. In t he meantime,: many ordi nary trawlers engaged in the 
· rceland and Far ·North fisl1ing are be ing fitted with. 
.plants for processing fish offal into fishmeal and fot 
reducing fis h livers inio fish oil; ships like the 
11 Princess Elizabeth" ~ one of th.e first Far North trawlers 
to be fitted with a comple te fishmeal plant which could 
be used or not, according to requirements~ 
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Canadian Design 

These sl1ips are representative of ·one of the 
most imp"ortant and far-reaching developments of the 
present century. They are the halfway house between 
the floating factory and tl1.e shore-based unit. Many 
interesting desi g ns for t his type of s hip are now in 
preparation, but one which comes to mind is that which 
has been prepared by Milne, .Gilmore and Germaine, the 
well-known Canadian naval architects. 

It is for a ship of app roximately trawler size, 
but a full t wo-decker, with a third deck in the fishhold. 
Of flush-deck type with machinery aft, she has a small 
stre amlined superstructure with accommodatioh .for deck 
and engineer offic e rs. In t l1 e I t ween decks at the after 
end of t he ship is a fish-sorting space, witl1. the nets 
be ing drawn up through a st e rn chut e , as is the case 
with the n e w Salvesen v e ss e l. In the Canadian design 
tl1e ·fish .crrive un,der cover in the 'tween decks. 

Forward of' the. fish-sorting space in the 
'tween dec ks is t he filleting room, and underneath the 
fre e zing ~nd pac king room, with an oil fuel bun ker 
und e r~e~t h the latter. The forward 'tween decks are 
ta ken up wit h crew accommodati on and stores, the 
fis hhold having a -f ish runway on the fore-and-aft 
centre1ine . The a r rang e me nt of placing the fish pounds 
unde r cove r s e ems t6 be g6od , and t he fish then proceed 
forward to the filleting machine , ,t l1e wash e rs and the 
conve yor. 'l'hG re·fri gerating machine is in the lower 
'twe e n decks- .a b ove the fuel oil bunker. 

The net result is a desigh f or a -ship which 
is suitable for trawling , procesBing ; filleting and 
quic k-freezing_ at ~ea, wh ich aesthetica lly is not very 
a ttractive, ,but wh ich seems to have been designed in 
a ve r y prac tical manner. 'l'l1e one pole mast, stepped 
forward, ha s a winch and a 1½-ton derrick s e rving two 
hatc l.1es trunke d up throug h the crew's accommodation 
from the fishholds in the lower 'tween decks. 

An interesting feature about the vessel is 
the very larg o fuel oil storage wh ich is provided. 
It would be interesting to know wha t provision is made 
for trim. in this desi gn. A double bottom containing 
fres h water i a arr an g ed under the fishholds and there 
is a de~p doubie bottom aft in the eng ine-room, which 
con t a ins both main and auxiliary mac t1inery. Tl1e whole 
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of the auxiliary services i.n tl1.is shil,J are car•r•·ied ·out 
by electricity, 

. This ship has not yet been built, but she is 
one more addition to the many intriguing and important 
plans which ar·e now on hand for dealing effectively with 
the products of the sea larder. 

("The Fishing News", London, Marcr1 7, 1953.) 

Australia's Tuna Industry 

A Growing Demand and Great Potentialities 

by Peter Knox 

With new orders and glowing reports on 
sample products flowing in from overseas, Australia 
a ppears to have struck some thing wortl1 wl1i le in her 
infant _tuna indl1.st :~y. In three years the delicately 
fl2.vo11red Aust:c·alian canned tuna h c>.. s sent local and 
overseas demands rocketing beyond the reach of the 
ha stily geared production ~achine. 

In 4 91-1-8 :the tm:a industry was virtually 
non -existent, although as e arly as 1937 a cannery was 
built un the south coast of New south Wales to can tuna 
and other fish. In 1~49 the fishermen of southerri New 
So~th Wales n e tted 1 ,000 tons of tuna. That · early 
catch was handled .with imP ination, and small frozen 
consignments v1erf:. oent overseas to canners in many 
countriesp including tlle Uni te 1.l states of America . 

Sinc e then the industry has not looked back. 
In the first nine days o: the 1952 season more than 250 
tons were t a ken, and recently tl1e ~.2-ft. clipper 
''Canberra 1_' , fi slli n g 15 miles off Eden, on the sou th 
coast of New South Wales; took tiine tons of turia in 
45 ninutes. Only he:.'"' size prevented her fr•otn · taking 
more. . · · 

Tl1is new Australian fishing j_ndustry has 
es tab lished markets in many partu of the world , but 
l1as undoubtedly ac ,1 ieved its most spectacular 
succe~s in the United Kingdom. ·Recently Green's 
Products Ltd., Marrickville, N.S.W., received the 
bigge st order ever f rom overse a s for Austral ian 
c3nned fis~ ~ an £A80,000 tuna ord~r from the Uniied 
Kingdo~o Buyers preferred Auctralian tuna, in this 
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instance, to the better-known, older-est~blished, 
South Arneri can brands. . . ·. . 

.·. -Humb'ie Beginnings . . . -

Th.e pi:1ginhings · of · the young industry ·.were 
:. :b.urhble • . In:1 ·1·336-,'·a 'well-lcnown: New South -Wale_s fisheries 

··. ,:.: < ;·· -., ·::·_' ex_p1~)2t; · _Mr-. "· T~ Roughley, was · quoted in the. Sy~ney sun 
.,_. · · ' as ·saying: ·"clos·e investigati-on of tuna. fis.hing 

p6ssibilities off the south coast of New South Wale_s 
convinces me that they should be exploited corrimercially 
without delay. There is no doubt that thi . possibilities 
of thus developing a new fishing and canning industry 
are iery good indeed. The edibility of the fish is 

··r(ot in question. It tastes like chicken and is ideally 
suited for canning." 

Fast on Mr. Roughl.e.y' s advice came the small 
factory at NRrooma in 1937, but local fishermen showed 
reluctance to fish for tuna in an area where so many 
better-kno~~ species were available for the taking, 
and they concentrated on salmon. However~ in the spring 
of 1949 there came a sudden dearth of salmon in the region. 
The canne r y increased its price for tuna, and the fisher­
men responded by l a nding 1,000 tons in a short time. 

.With Government help, sarnple ~onsignments of 
fro~ ~h -~una were s ent to various parts of -the world. 
One of the largest canneries in the United · states _canned 
and procesEed the samples tt?,er~;-· agf;)nts dipp.ribute.d.: ·, 
consignments to such cot,r~1tri e·s ·•.•as C.anada and Hawaii; · 
shipments went to Eur.op'e·, ··Great Britain, · Switzerland and 
Italy. , .1. • 

Australian tuna interests launched a colour­
ful advertising campaign on the Some market, pointing 
out the success which the local product had achieved 
overseas. Within a few mcnths, tun~ was wid~ly known 
and much in de mand in Australia. ME' arnvhile the over­
seas demand strengthened. Enquiries and orders flowed 
in, especially from the United Kingdom. · 

Normally, the tuna season lasi~ from Aug~st 
to December, but occasionally, as in 1949~ warm · 
currents keep the season going into January and · 
Februa ry. This season (1952-53) 14 boats fished from 
Narooma and 44 from Eden, just along the coast. Six 
of these boa ts have be en equipped wit h special live-bait 
tan lrn, a method in~roduc ed by the Ame rican South seas 
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Products clipper "Senibua 11 when ,·, she visited Australian 
waters in 1949, :f,.:i;1om_ her home base Fiji. 

' The · "Seni bua" was the f irs.t American vesse 1 to 
visit Australian tuna waters. Her metho'd. was to troll, 
and when a strike was made the ·boat put out live bait 
to bring the school to the surface. She was unlucky 
in that s he struck bad weather, and hence few tuna, 
on her trip. Nev~rtheless, the trip was no failure. 
She took 125 tons of tuna worth £A7,000, and when fishing 
one school off the New Bout~ Wales coast landed 29 
tons in under four hours. 

American Methods Copied 

Further, the "Seni bua 11 could undoubtedly have 
ta ken much more fish had she stuck to proven grounds, 
but she spent a · month exploring the east coast of 
Tasmania for the Federal Government. Of her 140 
days spent in Australian waters, only 70 were actual 
fishing days~ However, her visit stimulated local 
interest immensely , and many fishermen attempted to 
convert th.eir boats to the live-tank m~thod. 

An American businessman now resident in 
Australia, Mr. F. Fair, was so impress ed with the 
possibilities of the Austra~ian tuna industry that he 
immedi a t e l y ordered from Victorian builders as mall 
cli pper on American lines. This vessel, the "Fair 
Ventur e ", is powered by a 60-h.p. diesel, and has an . 
8-h.p. adxiliary engine to generate light and to dri~~ 
pumps for circulating water through the live-bait tanks. 
Bait is caugl1t with a lampara net operated from two 
small boats,. 

The lampari net has been used by G~eeks and 
Italians for many centuries and is being increasingly 
used in AustraliaL A ~owBrful li ght - 500 to 5,000 
watts - is set bff the stern of the boat on a boom, 
turned on at dusk and ·1eft to burn all ~i ght. The 
pillar of light attracts and seems to mesmerise the 
fish. Tl1ey mill around in a compact mass, app_~rently 
powerless to l e ave. Just before . dawn, a net is placed 
around tl1em and tl1ey are talrnn v,i thout trouble. 

The 11Fair venture" went ;i.nto action e·arly in 
1952 and she im~ediately made g ood d~tches. Other 
boatowners were quick to copy her equipment. 
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Originally 9 in 1949, Au~trali~ri tuna fis~erm~n 
used barbless h..ooks, baited wi t -h strips of h.ide 1· 
feathers or aluminium; ihese wete trailed along the 
trip of the water through ~chools of ~iah . . Now, however, 
they have adopted a special doubl~-barbed hook~ attached 
to lines 50 to 100 ft. long, and heightened. by pink, 
blue, yellow and silver aluminium lures. Australian 
fishermen have not adopted the Japanese_. long-line 
(200 to 300 yards} tuna~fishing metho~.- · 

The Australian methods are comparatively 
cheap. Many American boats ar e equipped to travel up 
to 2,000 miles to the grounds, with necessarily large 
storage capacity and elaborate refrigeration equipment. 
This is not · so in Austr8Tia, where the grounds are very 
close at hand and. skippers can return to port at night, 
see the ir catche s weighed, checked and sorted and 
paid for before morning, if they so desire. 

With the fish so close to the south coast of 
New sout h Wale s, few have bothered to investigate 
possibiliti e s in othe r Australian wat e rs, but a check 
reveals that tuna exist in large quantities in several 
othe r r egions. In southern Australian waters, striped 
tuna and southern bluefin a re found in commercial 
quantities, although albacore is not plentiful. 

In the north, northern bluefin, said to be 
even more prolific than southern varieties, have yet 
to be exploited commercially·, for this fish does not 
ta lee the lure well, al though it can be netted. A much 
quieter type of tuna, it makes a delicious canned product 
with a flavour somewhat richer than that of the southern 
bluefin. However, problems of transportation and 
preservation have kept the North Australian tuna 
industry in the doldrums. 

Next in flavour comes the yellavfin, whicl1 
can be compared to the Californian product; the 
difficulty is to catch enough , its habits being 
different from the other types. 1he striped tuna is a 
good canning fish and satisfactory Australian canning 
packs have been made, compara ble with Southern Californian 
products; thdse run off the We stern Australian coast, 
apparently in small grou9s and with an average weight of 
six to eight lb. Mature tuna of about 200 lb., full of 
spawn have been netted occasionally, but they will not 



- 146 -

take the lure. 

Practically nothing is known of the spawning 
habits of tuna, particularly the -bluefin. There have 
been many reports of spawning tuna up to 300 lb. caught 
near Albany, We stern Australia. •rhe Commonweal th · 
scientific and Industrial Res ea rch Organization hopes 
to make -a survey to locate the grounds where these 
tuna may be caught by line. 

With these untapped reservoirs, so close to 
her coasts, Australian fishing interests have much 
reason for optimism. The tuna is a potential 
d6llar-earne r for Australia, as well as a vital new 
industry fo11 the _home market and the soft-currency block. 

("The Fisl1ing Ne'J'.'s", London, March 14, 1953) 
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