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STAFF NO'l'E S 

j,,Jr. J, 3 . B1°a:-11l..e ;v , Supervising Inspector, 
returned to du ty about mid July fo llowi n g a s pell in the 
Repa triati rn1 General Hospi tal , Hollywood. Mr. Bramley 1 s 
disability was the r esult □ f his na va l s ervice during 
t he last. war . 

J1ir. :Ron a ld M. Lo ?res ti has ,joined the staff 
as Cadet Inspector. 

j-J.f r. J. S ,. Si1npson , 'i' rout InsJector 9 spent some 
ti rne during J-ul y visiting t '.1e (l-reat Southern and South­
west in ccnnection with p1°opos& l s fo r the acclimatisation 
of trout in local streams, 

'l'he ,!i i n ister for Fisher ies (5-ron. L. J:.i'. Kelly, 
M.L.A,) vi s ited Al bany during the l as t week of July and 
discussea with local fisi1er r;1en ,nany ma tters of mutual 

· interest. 

Mr. L. c. Ol ive r , temporary Assistant I nspec tor, 
terminate d his employment with the Department on July 28. 

i✓f i~ . ,T. :;~. J1[unro 7 Jl.ie t .cop olitari Inspe ctor, paid 
a flying visit to 1\ lbany during J·11l;y, He acted as 
Supervising Inspector ~uring Mr. Braml ey is absence. 

The Superintendent ( Mr. A. J. Fraser) attended 
the annual me eting of the Murray Trout Acclimat isation 
Society at Dwellingup on J uly i8. La ter in the month, 
in company with !•iiessrs • .A, R. To,nlinson ( Cha i:rman 9 

Agriculture Protect ion Bos rd), H, B. Shugg 1 Acting Senior 

• 
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Clerk, and J. T raynor 9 Fauna i arden, he visited the 
Gin.gin-Moore River are a t o investi 1.sate com J laints of 
;rnngaroo depredations. 

' 

C. S . . L R. 0 . OFFICERS 

Con ,.irratu l ati0n 2 are extended to Messrs. K. 
Sheard, ,T. 1,L Thoms on 1 =· s. R, j·Junro ancl A. J\1. Olsen 9 

Res e a r ct1 O:ff' i ce :,. s of t ne Divi.sion of' :81i sheries 1 c.s. I. R . o. 
wh.o ;1ave be er.c p r omot e d to t he r 2:1. l~ of Senior rtes e a rch 

9 

Of ficer. J1IL Sb.e a r d 1 who ifi a native of destern 
Austr a lia and a l oc a l gredua ~~~ is Officer-in-Charge of 
t l1e /! •. .:1 , 2 e g io1 1al :La.002a t or;_,· of the Divi s ion of ~f.'"ishe ries . 
Air. '1' ,101nson, ·,-v b.o i s al s o a na tive of t t-:. i s S tate and a 
g:caduate of t~1.e Un~L·;re :c z i < .. :r of ..1 .,\ . 9 is a t present over -
se a s -~· urtb.e ::,j_n i'_; his c:"uucL.s s in fj_s i1e J'.' i 3S biolo_;y. Mr. 
Munr o is st a tioned a t t~e t e aCguar t ers of the ~ i v ision 
a t Cronul l a 7 n. 8. ::·. 9 E.n u. i ,'.:r: . Ol sen at the Ta s manian 
Re8ional La o o retory i n Ho~ a rt, 

Mr. ~. ~. Spea c ~r, h es e arc n Officer of the 
Hy Or o lcigy Secti on of the ~ i v ision o f ? 1s neries , returne d 
t a Pe~th early i n July a f t e r 3 ye ar s ' a bs enc e in Cronulla. 
ML Spenc e r~ wr-10 i s wel1.- ln1owa in t l11s State, v~ill be in 
charge of' t L1,:? Din s;_on 1 s l1J dr o lcgj_cal an t_ oceanog rap l1ical 
i n vest i 1:1a i:; j_ons _in ,.Je fc t e rn JWs t r a li a . 

Mr . ~J . 3 . ~a l c ol~ , Res e arch Of ficer, Division 
of :?i s ;wries, tia s r e tu r n eo to ·J e s ·terri_ ,\ u2 tralia and is 
continuin~ with hi s worK j_ n r e lati0ri to the life history 
of Au s trali~n s almon , ruf f 8nd s nap9er. 

Pl(OS:CCU'l' IOF S ----------·------

'I' h.e t·o :~ l CJ",' 1. n g i s a list of convictions recorded 
a s a re RtJ.lti of pr □ s ':.'e:u t icn ac tion during ti1e 3 .:nontl1s 
ended J-unc 30 . 
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29 . 4 . 53-.;;Breedon 9 l-LA. j 3 usselton !Ta:ze duc ,rn inclose , Fined £1 
season 

do. : Lay,nan 9 }f 0 :o. 
i 

do . . Layraan 9 P . 

do. ;Roney 9 G. 

do. . Cammilleri, D. 

do . .Scott1 .n • 1-1=. 

do. :? enrce 9 
-, ; R. .•::.i. 

do. 1.2err •1 i . ~, ') D. J . 

' do. lhe lls 9 1~ . 
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1 2 • 5 • 53 \ii t t.: l'l e 1 1, ·:1 ., A. ?e rt i1 
' 
1Undersi z e sea 
I mullet 
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£ 1 

£1 

£1 

£1 

£1 

£2 

27.5 . 53!Amato 9 C. do . ! Under size crayf ish I 11 £.3 
I --------------- -~--- ---·---------· ----- - -----------' 

t\ IHlHS 'r:t:;RIAL DI REC T Y.Ol~S_ 'l'O L I CEHSIHG _OF F IC:SRS 

'rhe ;'.'I inister- :for· :? i.s '.1eri e s y in i;i ursuance of l1is 
powers under Se ction 17 of the Fisheri e s Act 9 1905-1951 9 

issues tne fo l lowi ng di~ections to l icensing officers:-

1. A profes siona l fis herman 's license s aall not be granted 
or r enewed un l ess -

(a) the licensing officer is satisfie d tha t the 
appl ican t ' s livel ihood is mainly derived 9 or 
intended tc be derived from the capture and 
sale of fish 9 or 
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(b) where the applicant p r eviously held a profe ssional 
fisherman's license , the lic ensing off ic er is 
satisfied that, dur i ng . the currencY of tha t 
li cense , t;1e api.i li cant ' s li velL1ood w~s ,na inly 
der i ved fro~ , or a subs t antlal portion of the 
appli cant 's t1 ~e was devo t ed to, the capture 
and sale of fi s h. 

(1) Notwithstandi nJ the non-fulfilment of requirements 
(a) and (.b) s e t o~t in ·direction 1 i:n·'.lediately 
preceding , a profe ssi ona l fisherman's li cense may be· 
granted to a person who i s the employee only of a 
gr-oup of bona fide licensed tisher ,,1en for tl1e 
pur~ose of f ishing in a· seasona l f i shery . 

(2) Where such a license i 2 gr anted, conditioris 
s hall be endorsed thereon -

(i) limiting , 1f necessary, the period dur i ng 
wl1 i cl1 t '. 1.e l :i.c enGe sh&ll be in force; 

(ii) defini ng the pl aces at which t he li cense 
shall be in force; 

(iii) defining , i f necessary, the manner of 
taking tne fis h, ancl t he species and 
gL1. antit y of fi sh t _o be t aL-cen . >fa: 

It wi 11 be noted that the r espc.ms ibi li ty of 
determining whether an apL..J lican t f or a fisherm.an I s 
li nense (or f or renewa l thertof) shall be granted or 
refused now rests with a li cens ing offi cer . It i s 
essent i a l therefore tha t befnre coming to a dec i s ion as 
to whe ther the li cense should be g ranted or refuse ( the 
~atter shou ld be very carefully considered and the 
officer must place hi ~se lf in possess ion of a ll the 
f ac ts possible . Care mus t be t a ~e n to see that no point 
in favour of an ap ~li cant i s overlooked . rt is unli kely 
t h~t the Minister wi ll upho l d any a~~eal abainst the 
decision of a licensing off ic e r i f that decision is m~de 
in i ood faith . Personal bias must therefore be set 
aside, and t he officer 's decision be based on the 
officer ' s concept ion of what is in the best inte~ests of 
fis l1e:cn.en generally . These nev,; directions l1a ve immediate 
effect. 

// 
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EXPORT OF RAIN30'.•\/ TR OUT ::LGGS TO VI CTOR IA ----------- ··---- - - - -.•·· - ·· -- --- -------

In 1930 and 1931 the Victorian De par t nent of 
Fisheries and Game , through the good ~ffices of Mr. F . 
Lewis, the then Chief Ins~ector, mad e a gi ft of 100,000 
trout egis to the Pe~berton Parent s' and Citizens' 
Association in order io assi s t Mi . c. A. Gle~ 9 origi n a t ~r 
of trout acclimatisation in Vestern hustralia 9 in his 
experi mental work . As a result of the successful 
p l anting of the fry produced from these eggs , trout 
acclimatisation t-.i.&s prospered i n thts State ane today 
tr out ang l ing is to be had in ~any ~arts of the 
So utl1- 1.;les t.. J'hi l e i t 1 & ccViro letely in.-ipossi ble to s ay 
wi th any certai nt y how many of the p rogeny of the f i rst 
fry J l anted nov1 i n l1abi t our streams , it is known that 
the fir st tr~ut caught in this State - an 11 ¼ l b. brown 
i n Ji;af.'.t 3r oo '.z 9 near Pemberton - was one of those hatched 
fro 1i1 ·che fi:e st e(::;g s i mported, 

Altb.ough several con s ~gn111Ants of ova . were 
::.r:1 porte cl f ro•n the easteJ~n s t at e s f ollovvi ng the initia l 
~lant1ng s of fry , the s ucce s s achieved by the Pemberton 
Society in develo J in~ high l y s ucccissfu l techniques has 
rendered unnecessary the importat i on of eggs from the 
eas t s i nce 1936. The annual production of ova at the 
hatchery ha s grown fro m 10,000 in 1939 to upwa r ds of 
1 ,000 9 00 0 In 1952 . 

H&ving a s ur p lus of l ocal l y produced eggs, 
tl1e Soc i et ;-1 t :1::. s year s~ugl1t to widen its exper i ence 
by pac ::-.i n g 07a for export, and i h this vent ure enlisted 
t he co- operation of lir . A. Dunb bvin Bu t caer, the present 
Director of the Fis her i e s anc G&n1e Depa r•t •11ent of Vi ctor i a . 
Mr . Butcher's s ervices were s ought because it s e emed 
parti cu larly a~pr opriate that any ~arc el of eggs sent as 
a gift sho uld be offered to the Victorian Depar t men t as 
a qu i d· pro guo f or thei r assistance in the i n i t ial 
stages of wo1 lz in t he ·;;e s·r, . 

The ova wnicn were aent to Victoria were t aken 
on June 'i 5 :. 1953, from r a inbow trout l1eld in the pondc a t 
Pe~berton, a~d we~e subsequen tly deve l oped to the eyed 
sta1:;e :Ln the local ,1ut , !1eqr. 'i'l1ey . ·f,ere pa.clrnd in a 
spedial co nt ainer on ~G a s witn ic e to kee p them coo l a nd 
moist in transit . r-I :i:- . ;\ . It . KP:_l y, .1.::ir esident of the 
Pember t on-Warren 'l'rout Accli 1T1atisat i on Society., and Mr . 
F., Sl100bridgF'l 9 EanagGr of tl1e Ha tcl1er i es, l eft Pember t on 
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by road at 1 p.m. on July 7 to deliver the consigwnent 
at Guildford Airpo1.1 t for loading aboard the east-bound 
plane leaving the ~ame evening. The eggs duly r~ached 
Melbourne about 9.30 a.m~ on the followihg day add were 
taken. direct to the hatchery at snobb's Creek, where 
hatching will be completed. · 

~ 

It is of inter~st to note . that the time occupied 
in transfer1rig the ova from hatchery to hatchery was less 
t han 24 hour~ as against 80 houis in 1931 when the first 
parcel of eggs was deliv9red by air. 

C ORMOiiAN'I' S ----- -------

Fellowing a request by the Yacht Racing 
Asaoctation to tle Minister fer the lifting of protection 
on cnrmorants, which were fouling members' craft moored 
on the Swan Rive~ 1 the FaJna Pr0tection Advisory committee 
at its mesting en July i7 decided to wait on the Mi nister 
to discuss tha a~~lication and to demonstrate that from 
the point of view of the Co@nittee tae lifting of the 
protection on the little pied cormorant and the small 
black cormor~nt (the :arge bJ.ack c ormorant is unprotected) 
was scarcely warranted. A~rangements had previously 
been made for Mr, J. Tr8ynor 1 Fauna ftarden, to obtain 
three or four cormorants on the Swan River, and these were 
taken to the M1 ni s ter' s of fice on J11ly 20. 

'rhe deputation from the Cornmi ttee, whicl1 
comprised the Chairn1an ( Mr. A, J. 1',raser), Dr. D. L. 
Serventy, Mr. H. p, . Slrngg (Ac ting Secretary) and Warden 
Traynor, explaineo that the Association's suggestions; 
wi ich envisaJed the pay0ent of bonuses, the shooting 
of shags both on the swan Hiver and in their nesting 
places, wer e impracticable 1 bearing in mind that 
cormor•ants nested and rested not in confined areas but in 
any of the hundreds of sDamps lying between SharK Bay 
a nd Cape Leeuwin. Dr . Serventy pointed out that to 
make eny impression on the population it would require 
a major operat1 on wi t \1 an arrny of shooters whict1 would 
cost a colossRl sum. ~es i des being impracti cab le, any 
attern.pt of this nature ,vould, :Ur. Serverit;y- continued., 
le ad to a serious disturbance of wild due~ and other 
wate r fo wl .wbich used the sa'-,ie nes •cing areas and · whose 
breeding sea s Ln to a large extsnt c oiri~ided wi th that 
of the cormorant. de went on to say that ~hooting on 
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the Swan River would be most unpo pular and dangerous, and 
tha t in any case the result would not be very satisfactory 
as at the f irst shat the cormorants Would rise and 
disperse. He mai~t~ined that destruction by poisoning 
would be a dangero ds ~rocedure because of the danger to 
all otirnr us eful birds. :Cr. Serventy inti •rra ted t i1at the 

. only cormorant which was not protected was the large 
blac i cormorant, and thi s bird was . remove d fro m the 
protect~d list because it was the only one which fed to 
any extent on fish ·of .co,r11i1ercial value. The li '.ttle p ied 
cormorant wa s t he bird to ca use 'fouling 'of boats, · which 
caused the gre a test co ncer n t o t he Yacht Racing Association, 
and the percentage of co 1-ninercially va luable fish which 
it took was dXtremely low. He s a i d that the pied 
cormorant was the Ro l e prod•we;_• of guano 9 and vii i th 
growing su~erphos ~na te shart a ~es , destruction of this 
s pe cies wi th J ut re s triction wo~ld be v ery s i ort-sighted. 

To illust r a t e the Committe e ' s contention on 
t he fee di ng habi t s of the se birds, t he t wo little p ied 
c or mor an t s and t llG one s;nall blac k cor•norant wl1ich had 
be en s ecu r ed by Mr . ~rayn or, were dissected by Dr. 
se i"vent y. '.1

1he st o1na,-c t~ 2T,1tents vv ere as follows -

1. Little Pi ed Cormoran t - 2 gobie s . 

2. Li t tlE Pi ed Cormorant - 1 s~i 6er crab, 1 shri mp . 

3. Srnall :S la c k. Cor 1110rant - 5 an c l1 ovies. 

(~.~_ B, Tlie lit t l e pie d cormorants we re s not vv hi le 
a ctua lly fe ed ing and the small bla c k c ormorant 

.wa s taken ·whe~ r e t urning from feedin g.) 

Afte r gene r a ]. d i scu s s j_on the Mi n ist e r decided 
t ha t a mee t ing wo ~ld be ar~ ang ed between iepr esentatives 
of t he Yac ht Rac i ng Anso ci a ti on and t he Fauna Pr otection 
Advis or y Comrni t t ee t 0 be held in his office on a . date to 
be fixed. Arran gements would be . made for both the 
Committee and tl1e Associa ·c1on t o obt a in and produce 
cormorant s f or insde ct1 on. 

DEPAHT}IEHT '.CA}C~S U.? BOAT-BUILDHiG -·----------·- --- -·~-·-·- -----

Re ~ently , as part of it s plan to train younger 
ins ~e ctors in boa t~ building rnet nodG, t ne Department 
undertoo k the cons t ruct im1 of a bondwood flat-bottom 
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sheered dinghy for use on loc a l waters. The new d inghy, 
which can easi l y be lbaded on _ and off a trailer or 
utility by one man, is 13 ft. long by 3 ft. 6 in. beam, 
and vvas built under_ phe superintendence of the Supervising 
Ins pector {i'iir . Bramley ), _wh.o personally made tl7t1 moulds 
and cut the ti mbers ,- Tr1 is dinghy was l2unched towards 
the end of last month and used tor an extensive patrol of 
the lakes in the Mandurah district by Mess rs. Malsom and 
Traynor on Juli 24 and 25. Th~y found it most satisfactory; 
it manoeuvred very well and quickly, a nd was very li ght 
to qandle. · 

Tb.is i s in f a ct tl1e second bondwood boat built 
on the Department's pre rriises, anc it is pro!:-'o sed to build 
more of suci1. boats, first l y to 1na lce the field staff more 
mobile, and secondly to g ive the younger inspectors some 
idea of boat-bui l<'Eng techniques. 

Not ta King into account the cost of labour, 
the new dinghy cost about one-fifth of the pri ce quoted 
by local boat -builders. The Dedartme nt's warmest thanks 
a r e extended t o ;-:r. 3raml ey, who originally concei veo. the 
ide&, for his foresi ght and initiative. 

KA.J\TU-AROU8 IN GINGIN_ :.HSTRICT 

Following correspondence with the Ging1n Rciad 
Board coGcerning t he dep r edations of kangaroos in its 
district, a part y comprising the Chief ~arden of Fauna , __ 
(Mr. Fraser), the Clla ir ;:1an of t l1e Agriculture Protection 
Board (Mr. ·.romlinson) and Hessrs . H. B. Shugg 9 Ac ting 
Secretary 9 Fauna ?ro te cti on Adv isory Co;wni tt ee , and 
J. Traynor, Fauna 0ard en, spent the period July 22-24 
in the Gingin area. 

An inspection wa s :nade on the first day by the 
party north-west of Ging in to Regan's Ford on the Moore 
River 9 and thenc e to Mr. 0 , de J urgh's prope rty at - -
Cowalla. 

On the f'ollovn ng day , accorni-:Janied by 1'Ir. de 
Burgh hi mself 9 the par t y cove~ed a l a r ge part of the 
district to the north and west of the Hoare Riier to as 
far west as the coastal hills. Tiis gave the visito~s 
a first-hand appre ciat ion of ~he scope of the problem. 
The intr oduc tion of ne we r methods of fatming 9 i.e., 

~ 



- 205 -

the use of trace ele ;11(mts ( zinc, copper , tin, etc.) has 
more or l e ss revolutionised far ming techni ques in this 
country, which has hither to bee n l a rgely valueless. 
Large areas are now be ing cleared and sown down with 
lupins, but t he d isturbance of the n a tural habitat of 
the Kan~aroos i n tne t hi cke t s , and the Jr ovision of 
succulent f ood j_n the sha de of lu ~ins, have brough t 
E...b □ ut a very diffj_ c ul\; proble•-11 i ncleecl . tlre a t numbers of 
trB.cks of <(G.ngaroos , part1cuJar ly under; fences, we1~e 
observed and ind eed gu1te a few <(Bngaroos wer e seen, a s 
we ll as several mobs of emus. 

On the l ast morning t he ~arty was present at 
a meeting of the ~Gad B~arJ, ca lJed fo r t he pur p ose of 
put t ing forward the Boar( ' s ca s e . The ma in points 
di s cuss ed ½e re the incraas e in nQmbers of kanga roos , the 
l1 ke li nood of interfe rence with c loser settle~ent sche illes 
by their de l:-' re dat:1. ons, an u t t1e 2xH,ti ng system of li ce nses 
a :10 roya l ty ,,; a ;yments . Af t-e r cei ng info r raed of the 
res :9or..si bi.li t1u: w\1.i cl1 '.\"OU1d d':?v1 l ve u~on it i f kangaroos 
were declared ver~in . as or i gi na l ly reque sted , the Boa rd 
cheng3d its r e ~Le s t · to one tha t an open season be de cla red 
~n the ·d i stric t and tha~ l i cen ses and royalties be abolishe d . 
J,-Ir. }·' ra ser· infc,rme:i the 3 oa r d t ha t there ap J:-l ea red much 
jus t ification foi ~he dec laration of an ope~ se ason, but 
Eo t for the ab olition of r oya l t i es and 1 i cense s . ;-re 
pronised , howeve r 9 thot ·~ tie i_nf or ,na t io n which had be en 
gat he r ed by the party wou ld in dqe ·course be placed 
before the Fauna Fr otect i on Ad vi s ory _Committee for 
considerat1on. 

Mr . Tomlins on add r es s ed the Board a t some l ength 
in relation to ver min control generally, follo wing which 
t he meeting c losed and the vis itors we r e entertai ned 
a t luncheon by the Bair d . The ~artj returned to Perth 
the same afternoon. 

BUS1rARDS I n NOH'rH - \;-·~~ST Alff..) KfrIKtl?.L~JY AREl: .. S ---- -------- ---------

Ur. D. c. Jood iug. Vermin Control Resea rc h Office r 
of t he Depar t me n t of Agric Qltur~ , who nas r ecently spent 
some ti me in no r t he r n areas ~ rep orts t ha t he saw no 
bustard s a t a ll wnile t~avelling t ~rcugh the west 
Ki mbe rley s t 11. i s ;v -a ar. ;_r 11Ls 9 he says, was i n marked 
contraGt to ~ast year: when the numbers seen were fa irly 

' 



/ ', 

_. 206 -: 

large, ap'i;:,roxirnately 10_ or 12 eac;1 day . The area covered 
bJ t t1is year's :survey was ajJJrox i ma tely double that of 
195 2. Mr. Good ing thin~s that the ad~erse season 
ex;per i en ced iri ti1ese 0arts _last year 'i18J have · been a 
controlling fact or on the populati dn of these bi rds . 
The year 1953, he reports, . will ~robably be as bad 
seasonally- as, if not worse than ,. t\1a t of 1952 . 

In 1952 t ne re was some carry- over of food from 
the previous good s ea son, whereas 1953, which follows 
a bad seas on, ~a y lead ta very poor sur vival of any wi ld 
fowl. Further observations ~ade i n the ?ort Hedl and , 
Abydos , Woodstoct, Bamboo S~rings, Bonnie Downs, 
Nul lagine and Jiar\J le Bar areas sl10Vi• eci. no re co J.." d of any 
bustards . 

·;m.A.LING I N WE S'l':T.:;RN AUSTRAL I A •-•-•------N•--• •---

The table belp½ shows the production of wha les 
at all :vest Aus tr a lian stations fro m the opening of the 
current s eason to eaturdah Jul y 25. 

_______ .., _ _____ , --·--·--·--------· -~----------- ----·---·----· ·---------------- . ·- ----·-------
! 

Station l No, of wha l es tak~nj Avera ge Len gtl1 (Ft.) 
' - - ·--- ----------------·----'---1--------- . --·----~-·--i Ma le jFema le ) 'Cot aJ. l; Ia l e \Female ! Both sexes 

------ -------L · ------1-----·.,__ __ _,__ _____ _,_ _____ ____ _ 
! i i ' i 

Carnarvon ! 1 L~8 j 144 I 292 138. 78 : 41. 05\ 39.88 
' I I ' 

Po int Cl oa t es! *77 : 1 -19 \ 3£196 38. d5 40. 62 i 39 . 93 
I ' ! i 

Al bany \ 38 i 31 \ 69 '.39 . 36 40 , 03 ' 39 . 66 
... , . ----- ~-----+--------___ll __________________ r·---- . --:-·-------· 
1 otals or i 26 ·· ·l 294 · i:;57 :13· 3·71 : 0 · \ -z 8 .i,._ve r agcs I 5 l __, i_) · , . 4 • 77 .J9. 7 

i I I l I 
- •• --•- -•------•--:.==:.H•:==--====...:_:::..:= .::.=-=::::-:::-::-. :•::..~::::--:.:=:-.::.: •-~-==--::::-:-•: '•-•-~•••••~~--•-- •--

* I nc ludes four whales ea t en by sharks . Gex doub t fu l. 

I t i s i nte:cestin:s to cor;1p&r·e these f i g ures with 
those obtained by the f l oating factory 11 li' rang o;;, vmich 
operated in Shark Bay in 1938 . 11 Prmigo ' s 11 ta ke for the 
seas on to t all'Jd 913 v; hale s ( 511 tnale s; I-1-02 females). 'rhe 
males averaged 38.61 feet in length , while the femal es 
averaged 40.2 feet . 
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· This year 1 2 ~rod~ction of 011 at the three 
sta~ions is s et out belo~ . For 9urposes of comparison, 
"Fran6 0 1 s " 1933 fi gu4ies ar e also given. . . . . ~ 

ST Ar.i I ,';r· ~ . OIL P:tWDUC~D · __ .L 1.. 111 - - - ; -----
. ' 

_____ , 'r~~~ ~ - '._Ave~~~=-
1
pe~a;.~:~~ 

Carnarvon 2,544 i 8. 7 52.3 
. - I 

'j , 7.33 8. 8 I 53 Point C loates i ! ! 

Al bany ! 60j I s . 7 ! 52 . L~ 
' i 

nprango 11 I 7 ,000 I 7. 7 I 46 ! I 
I 

-·-- - ·-·- ---- -·--- : ___________ 
In add it i on t o oil, ~arnarvon p rod uced d86 tons 

1f meal and 1, 073 tons of solubles ; Po int Cloates 379 
t ons of m~al; and Albany 82 tons of meal,¾ ton of 
fertiliser 2n d 31 tons of pet mea t . 

'l't1e l1uri1pback quo tas for the current season 
a re 600 eac tl fo r Carnarvon ar:d .:?oi nt Clo ates and 'i 00 
for Albany-., 

PROCEDURE FOh I NSJ?:r~ CTORS 

by J. --~-~- Bramley 

~ol l o½ing t ne n ote i n t he July Bullet i n, 
conc e rning the procedur e ~hen ma ki ng se izures, etc . , I 
wou l d liKe to po int out tha~ t he next ste p to take, and 
a ve1 y impo rtan t step, is the ~andl ing and ~ar~i ng of 
gear after a seizure ha s be en made . Tc emp;1as i se the 
i mpor t ance of this 9r ocedure, I wc. ul d li lrn to instanc e 
a case recently hea r d in the Pert~ Po l i ce Cour t when . · 
Mr . Paul Smith prosecuted t he ~ is he ries ~epar t ment · for 
the ~nlawfu l detention of a f is~ing net~ This has 
a lready been referrSd t o i n earlier Bulletins. 
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On the occasio~ in question a net had been 
wrongfully seized from Mr . Paul Smith, and on the 
application of his solicitor thB net was returned to 
tl1e owner after l,ir. Smit.ti had ide1niTied it~ some few 
days later Mr. Smi ti1 notified tl1e Depart ,,1ent through 
his solicitor that pcrtinn of the net returned to him 
was not his net, but that a ~et he had seen in the 
Department 1 s boat shed was t Qe one t aa t should hjve been 
returned. The Department refused to give Mr. _Smith this 
net 9 as it was sat j_s fied it 1r\las not his r~et. One net was 
numbered J?687 and the ottHlr .2693. nr-, Smi tt-1 1 s 
application to the Court for the ' return of the net was 
dismissed. 

The dismissal of ~~is case ~as secured only 
because the corre ct procedu~o wa s used in handling the 
seized gear. ;rh2.t ":Jr'Jcedure is as fol1ows -

L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

Immeoiate1y on 2.rP~v::i l b.::-tct~ Lt the boat shed after 
making 2 s -.:iz;ure th.e inRJe'::!·l:or labels the net in 
gues~1on. This label 0ears the a~propriate serial 
numbar , ~ha da te of the soizure, and the name of 
tr . .a person from whon: i c was seized . If the net was 
unat·c er~dAd v :ll ::i;:-i foundJ it should be marked "owne r 
'J.n lcnown 11

• 

The relevant information is ent ered in the shed net 
register immediate1y, One must not wait untiJ. the 
next day t0 do this 

If the seizure has been mad'.3 late: at ni ght and it is 
,1ot possible to 1nea3urc the net 9 this is done first 
thing the nex~ morning if possible, but never more 
than 24 hours after· t~e seizure . 

A description of the n e t is enter ed in the net 
register and its leQgth~ etc., written nn the label 
atta6hed to the net. 

Immediately after ccmpl.eting the se formalities a 
report is made of tj s 3eiz~ra. Thts report is 
despatched to Head uff ice as soon as completed. 

'l'he re 1J o:.·t Gontains o.i::1_ ~ 'li(1 ence and i nforma ti on as 
set out ~n the Jul y Bul letin , a s w~ll ~s the follo~-
j_ng -
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any unusual characteristics that ~ay help to 
identi fy the net a t a future date , such as 
the conditi on and size of t t1e cor;zs, leads and 
lines; t he met nod of joinini t ne lines and 
wing s of ne.t t oget t1er; the condi tLm of the ro1f; 

. ends , whet t1e1° Knotted, spliced, or served; any 
mends i n the net, also any var i ation in the pl f 
of the cotton; and last of all t l1e mesh . If 
ther e is any change in the size of tne mesh 
full particular s are noted . · 

GNO 'J . 01;. J.fALJ,EE :B'O-,JL_,. IN l.HlJGIN DTS'fiUCT ----- ---------

'N:1ile in the Gir1gin district recentl ;y , the 
deJ2.rt ,nent a 7

_ p&rty vvas conduc t ed 'yy JEr . w. de Bur gt1 to 
a spot where a ~eir of mallee fo wl had excavated a nes t. 
l'he excavati •Jn vva s about 2 1 6 11 in de ·pth an~"; perhaps 4' 
io widt hs and a large number of leaves had been go t 
together for pl ac i ng in the nest. The birds we re absent 
,,.v·,1en t l1e 1Ja:r t y was t ~1ere, bu t from the descript i on 
furni shed by Mr. de Burgh, who had seen them only a day 
or two 0reviously, there 1s little do ubt as to their 
i dentity . 

The mound- building mallee fo wl, as its name 
i mplie s, is largelJ restricted to mallee ar eas , a nd 
there is no previous depart~en t a l r e cord of the bird 
having been s een in the Goore River country . 

At one ti rne fa1rl y i:J l entiful, closer settlement 
has greatly restricted t he range of the gnaw, which is 
today comparativel~ r a re. 
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'.i?HE CLEARING HOUSE 

);Jaryls"Pd Pisherrt1en 

;.Iary l and fi sher1nen - botn anglers · and netters -
are giving attenGion to sO •11e sug i~;estions recently 1nade 
by R. W. Eschmeyer of t l1e s0ort Hishing Institute and 
bearing on the hot hassle over which group sha ll be 
favoured by regulations governing the taKe of fish fro~ 
Chesapea ke Bay . The striped bass, of course, is the 
species of paramount importance here. 

Hook-a nd -line ·fishe r~en contend that their 
sport i s fall :'. n g off alar,ningly; the commercial contingent 
reto:cts that the stri p er popL~latio n •nust be i1olding up 
because t 1.1eir prod uction is and statistics show it. 
However, it i s pointe d out that ·bhe numbe r of haul seines 
and th e ya rds of ~ill net fished have increased greatly 
in rec e :1t years, WtilC tl would t end to hold up production 
fi gures eve n thougt fis l1 ,:1 i gh t be sc a rcer. 

After reviewing the situation in considerable 
de tai 1, Eschme ye r cone lude s t lia t the C'.rnsape alrn can 
SU Qport a limited aad controlled comnercial f i s hing 
industry and a l so ha ve g ood sport fis h ing. But, he 
argues, there is reason to belie ve t ha t the present 
commercial-fis h ing a c ti vi. t y ,nus t be some vv ha t curtailed 
before hook-anc1-l i n e fishing can i uwrove ,nucl1. The 
bona-fide 9 full -ti me co mmercial fish~rmen - who have 
genera lly wanted a good manag e1nent plan - are ur ge c1 to 
throw in witn s p ortsme ~ and wor~ tog ether. Nei gSbouring 
states co u ld well watch this one. 

("Pield and Strea1i1 11
, Nevv York , June 1953) 

·fen,1es_~~-e S ,o or·ts rnen 

'fenne ssee 8 ports .:l1en wr1O 9 a way ba ck in '1940, 
t t1rev, in ,.,11i th rrvA biologists and nelped t a 6 t i1ousands 
of game fish in Norris Re s ervoir are f inding t nat such 
ciores pay off not only in the persona l satis f action of 
a job well done but in f!rovin :?, ·c; he ,,v ort n of rna nagement 
measures . 

An annua l ta g0 i n._•~ program'ne, it wi 11 be recalled 9 

began before the_ op ening of TVA 'rv a·ser to year-round 
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1is l1i Eg. It Llas bt: en concinuE'ci. Doing awa~ with any 
closed seas on on those vast i 1;iJ,J oundmEm ts cau.seci. plenty 
of head sha Ki ng t hroughout t he land . But by knowing the 
nm1be r of f1 s l1 tagbec, and later caugl1t, the percentage 
of the tot~l f is h croQ harvested c ould ~e reckoned . 
over t ~e yea r s it has be en demonstrated that, d esp ite 
the most libe ra l re J ulatians, Norris Reservoir · is still 
underfis l1e d ! On t he ave r age, only about 17 per cent of 
the annual f i sh crop is caug ht. The h i gh pain·~ came in 
1949 when 25 per cent was t ake n. Authorities believe 
thi s inc rease i n harvest • is d ue to the fact -Uiat 
fis l1ermen are 1-: arning more about hovv to fisl1 t l1e se big, 
deep waters . 

> '.1a t ' s true at i;orri s, ot course, wi ll n ot 
neces sarily ap~ly else~here , but the find ing s in Tennessee 
s hoL1 l d be so1ne ·v~ha t r eassuri ,16 t o those doubters who f eel 
that li bera l ized regula tions for t :.1e ta \ci n g of war m-v,a ter 
fish are menaci ng t ,1e fu tur e . Des p ite tne wi de a ccep tance 
by f isheries mana ge r s of t he theJry tha t under many 
cond1t1ons and ½itn s o,,1e of our most popular fiSLl s pec ies, 
l1ar de r LLs ll ing means bet ter .f i s ·'.1ing , i t 's di ff i cult fo r 
p lGnty of a n g lers to be li e v e it . 

( "Pi eld and s -cr er:J.m 11
, Ne w York, June '1953 ) 

The Art of t he J ha l er 

oy J.. :,' . Morri s 

Norwegi an gu nn& rs on Garnarvon·- oases wha l ers are ((la sters 
of the i r craf t 

'l'o be one of c,1e exc l m,i ve ;'200" wl10 .ilan t he 
harpoon gun ;s of world ·1, '.1ali n g fleets i .s indeed an 
ac hieve1,1ent in itself , but to qual i fy for sucl1 a ra-cing 
r equires s K1ll of h i gh orde r as we ll as ~rofound experien ce 
in the habits of wha l e s and \1and ling fast sl1ips in a ll 
kinds of wea t her . 

Gunners of· t l1e exclusive " 200,; have won the ir 
l aure l s the har·d ·;-i a-;;r and no -:;·,vi t l1stand ing tl1 e . tens of -
thousands e,,1p lo;y e(l in the vmaling industr;y of · t l1e world 
only a f e w eac t1 year are e leva ted t o wl1ale ca tcher ma ster 
and its dual positi on as harpoon gunner . 

~~peri ence and int uition are essentia l 
qualifications for t ,1i s i• nportant and cost l y i:ir o fe ss i on , 

.• 
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but to attain such status eac n nominee must cram a 
lifetime of practical whaling into his fir st 20 years 
at s ea , t t1en add to it l'"!.is observations of vvl'iales and 
t he ir habits .until ne is sure tnat one harpoon means 
one dead wh.aie. 

There is a vast difference between a harpooned 
whale and a 11 fast fish" as s unners :cnow, f or a l1arpooned 
whale is still alive and because of bad judgment in aim, 
or faulty adjust~ent of time fuies in the head of the · 
l1arpoon, tl1e Wilale will continue s wi rnrn ing until a second 
harpoon strikes it in a vital spot. 

A ;'fast fisn" means t t1a t com!:Jlete co-ordination 
of all wlial::.ng dri 11 l1as been :follO\iii ed and tl1at tlie 
gunner has f'ired his L1a:cpco.1 20 that it J)Bnetr·ated the 
wnale in the vital area around the hea rt and t he explosive 
t1ead explode ,[ to ld 11 -r;he wlu .. 11.e wi tl1in seconds of 
penetration. 

s~ch eff j c ienc ; j_n co-ordination of orthodox 
whaling drill cannot ~e attained quickly 5 and an example 
of ths concern shown by wL,.&l i ng rnast ers over tl1e time-lag 
in tra i ning gu nner ~ was re vea led recently when th~ 
Norwegians opsned a h2rµoon ~unners' school at Tonsberg. 

Norvveg i aa ·,Fha 1ers can be classecl as the 
ultima te in eff1c1enc~ in world whaling fleets, yet this 
s;hool proved t~at ½h; le gunnery could be taug;t only 
the h3rd './Jay b~r ;yE:ca r·s and ·'e ar·s of ex1,Jerience. 

At Tonsberg tne Norwe gians with their usual 
ingenuit J devised a ~ha l e -li~e t a r get which rose and 
fell, li Ke a wha le surfacing t o blow, as it was towed 
b~ a fast l&unch at nine knots, and a lthough gunners 
beca 1ne expe rt ai me rs on t lus mecL1anical wha le they proved 
failures when theJ reac '.1ed t l1e Antarctic . 

T:1is scl1ool ,b)roved tha~ tne mechanical targe t 
did not i n an.:,r V:' a :, imi ta ·ce tb.E· v~ ,1ale as it svv 1im con­
tentedly along at fr~m ni~e to t we l7 e knots an hour 
nor did it g iv~ any indi nati □n of change of course ' 
which whales n a turally do as they gavJtt~ about in a 
playful mood surfa cing to blow when and where thev think 
fit. , V 
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In fact, gunners cou1c' esti 1nate and predict 
the course of the mechanic a l tar i et ½ith ce~tainty, for 
it s course and s~eed were constant, but the r ea l wha le 
j ust would not d o what the gunnery school expecte d the 
target to do, so gunners had· :to ge t t l1efr real experience 
t :1e hard way . 

Teacaing a gunner 1n the Antarctic is a costly 
business and a 1 t:.1ouJl1 tlle gunner-;i,- scl1oo l t aught gunners 
to fire and ai rn, 1.iiany who qualified from ti1e school found 
t hat they recorded up to 300 misses out of 350 shots for 
t h~ ir first, second, third and even faurtn years as 
6 unners in the kctarctic . 

Tern ac tu21 co st of each sl1ot exceeds £3, which 
i ncludes ti me - fuse , ~o¼der a n d cartridge for the 90 m. m. 
harpoon gun , but i : the harll □ on is lost it adds another 
£20 to the total. 3ut such costs are incidental to the 
factor y slup because t ;1e cost of orierating tne catche r 
at £250 eac n day ad d2 fu r ther excessive training to the 
harpoon gunner . 

Experience, however, pays in the lon~ run and 
w.1a.1-1ng ,nast er s cio no t r.n nd t :1e initial l osses in train­
i ng. Tnen, i f it is se en that a nomi nee gunner has 
intuiti on and inJ t1 a tive i n tra ining they spare no 
effort to give ln •n ev e: ry opp o1tun1 t y to Jrove his worth 
t o the indus try. 

:Curing t i1is trai- ing period, wl1en gunners by 
virtue of the ir inexperien ce and uncertainty watch ev ery 
move ment of t ne wnb le t h ey are trj ins to shoot, stark 
r evelations of t he unpredicted anc unconventional 
habits of tile whale au tomat ically re gister in their mi nds. 

Such obs e rvations a utomatically re corded by the 
g unner during his initiation under the trying conditions 
of antarctic we athe r Qave the way for his success, anci 
once he has overco ,ne his stage - fri gh.t and inex;;;er· ienc e 
the a1 t of ki l ling wna l es becomes easy and humane to him. 

Not ~ithstan6 ing t ne fact that experiments have 
been procee d ing for ~a ny ye Grs to perfect kt ll ing 
w~a l es by elec trocution, i t still re~ains that the 
accurac y of the ha r ~oon g unner ½i ll deter mi ne whether 
a whale is killed _hu~ane l y or not. 
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An electric-ener6 ised i1arpoon needs tl1e same 
sld 11 to s ho ot it L1to a vitol spot as· an explosive 
he a ded :1arpoon would ; ther e fore, a wl1ele stunned by 
electricity would be c l assed as a ~ iss just as a wha le 
w.1ich l1as to l1ave tvti o or t 11ree explosi vc harpoons in 
it would be clasaed as a 11 bo;nt 11

• 

Harpoon g unne r :.- wili at all tLnes depend enti rely 
upon the t1ui11an element because t h e conditions · of the 
c i1ase L'ln d t tl.E catch are deter i1ined solely by the antics 
of t l1e 1iv ;iale? and ultra-sci enti f ic 1nechanical ac/juncts 
t ·J thE l1.arpooa gun vii 11 not in an,? 1,;ay reduce Gt1is factor. 

Ty ~ical of the s ~1lled Nor weg ia~s who have 
attaj_ned mernbe rship of t he ex<'lu s iv e 11 200;' i .s Capta in 
J-uel J-ar1sen? mast c r an 6 harpoo n g un\1e r of the Au s tra lian 
whale catc~e r· Carnbrvon whi c i oper 2te s for the modern 
vvwling s ~1or·:: station at Ba bbage I2l and? Carnar1ton. 

CaJ t &ic Jensen ho s 2pent an enti re lifeti me 
in Norweg 0_an w;u:-i l ir1.:> fleei;E an d i t was i1is expertness 
a n d i:;.x1)FJ r .'.. ence v~, ,1 1 C t': caused t ;~ e. A~1s tra 1 ian G-overn•nen t to 
si gn tl j_,n ou fo:c a -c. ,Lce e--yu:JY con tra ct. to es t ab l ish the 
Aust r a li a n .. :, 118.ltni.5· incu;::, tr:,- en a :E'1rm basis. 

Before c oming to Aus t ralia Ca ptain Jensen wa s 
ma ster ano gu. n ne 1 of t '.lE \f/c J?o l 12 a ttac hed to the 
fa ctorJ ship Ro r hval, □½ned by Mels om and Melsom of 
Tonsber g , and ~ i a s e rvic es to t ti s fl e et were ma rke d by 
l □ja lty and effi ci3n cy. 

Cat-ltain J ensen, li 1,;:e hi.3 fello w- ··,1aster of the 
~ha le catcher Gasc oyn e (Capt a in Si vert Gjelstad) ha ve 
introd uced to t he A~st ralien ½h2 li n1 ind u s try the humane 
te cl1nigue of ic1lling wl12 les b y \Ve ll p lac ed haJ:poons . 

His re co r d for t he se a s on ending June, 1952, 
was taree misses out o f R to t al of 320 whales ki lled, but 
t wo of the se mis ses wou l d have not been recorded if the 
ti ~e fuse had f unctione d , t herefo re his score realli 
amounts to one ~1ss out of 320 har ~oons. 

The averaie leng th oi tie 650 wha les killed 
by the t wo men was 42 ft .f or seven feet over the miti i mum 
per missive leng th of 35 f t. 

Cai!to in2 J~nsen and '.i"jel s t aa say tll.at experience 
in the habita of whales i s the decisive factor in hu mane 
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~iiling, and it is to the i ~ interest and to that of the 
enterprise that a .,,hale is ·a 1' f ast flsh " with. only one 
har i,:ioon. 

1hey also claim tha t und e rsized whale s are 
accidental, as wl1en tl1e ~1hales sub;,!erge tn ey change 
sides m~ ½hEn t j ey surface to blow the g unne r has not 

. t t1e op1,1ortun1 t ;:,1 of seei n i:.,· llis err L1r unt1 i too l ate 9 as 
011.l y split seconds are a vs ilsble for f iring and ai 'ning 
and in t nis ti ~e the g u~ne 1 is concentra t ed on ~is 

. guns i ghts . 

Accoro ing to t l1ese exb-'erts , harpoon g unnery 
will re ma in f o r ma ny decad es as a profes sion wherein 
skill, intuition anc; ;; ood e ;y esi 6 r1t ar e the qua li fy ing 
f a ctors for me :,,ber shi •_l) to t Le exclusive 11 200H. Their 
r e cords substant i ate the clai m. It t s a profession 
wher e incen ~ive plays it s pa~t , fo r wa ges a r e hi g~ to 
t ,1 ose vd10 c ar: kill the e.Jus i ve 1i11bale economically and 
l1u,-r1anely a nc; t h e 1r se1°vi ces are in de,oan d a ,;10ng· the 
w-1a li n g f l ee~ s of t he world • . 

( n·11 t1e \ies tern ]' 1Iai l", .?ert l1, July 2 9 1953 ) 

1,,1,1a l i ng __ C; 0 1n-ai as1 on __ i'!I ee ts 

11 L[ i r ac l e _ of _.' 1u 7 a n __ Ac 11 i e_v e_.1en t n 

J'l1e fift '::1 a nnw:,1 •neeti n t,, o :f t \1e Int e rnacion al 
·.ii1aling co,n1·i1ission oi:"ened ·1n t he confe renc e roo r11 at tl1e 
j,~i nistry of r~ /?, ricu1ture an o :/ iS t1er i e s , LD11don, l ast 
Llonday rnorn i n;,,, ·vVt1e n f•(r . G. l : . 1I . Eug ent, Joint Parlia 1nentary 
Sec1·etary t o t he l'1ini s try 9 of ficia lly welc omed the . . 
delegates of 1 7 c ountries . Af t e r t he ,:Ji nister's a ddress 
tne Press ½ere exclud ed, and tl1e rest of t he proceedings -
expec ted to last all t l1e ~e e ~ - ½e l e c onducted in pr ivacy . 

Mr . lii'U1i ent said. that ,nerrrb ers of t he commission 
were waking a practic a l ex}:J re ss ion of t he great fe llow-
ship of the s ea o :i.:n f 0i" r,1i ng an6 rna i n ta i Ill n g t he C0'11rni S si on 
tl1e y liad recogni sed -~he c o•ff;,on i nteres t of a ll seafaring 
n at ions 1n the busine s s cf ½~al1 ng , and tne need to 
preserve the vvl1a li ng sto c K.s of t lrn world . 11 Your commission 
is one of th r-:- rnajor 1niracles ot · l1u··nan achieve inenti' J he s a i d . 

TL1e rnode r n factory s h ip, tl1e l1ig h-speed cat c l1ers, 
the echo wha~e so undsr, the electri c harpoon, and s po tter 
ai rc raft cornbine-d to g ive irn,aense catc \1in6 p ower , l1e 
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continued . I f th i s p o~er were us ed wi thout restraint , ~ 
in the course of a season or t ~o they ½ □uld a l mos t 
ex t er '11inate t,he wl1al e a nc dest r o,v the i ndustI'y f or ? 11 
t i me . I n tl1e proceso t l1Ey Vi·ou l d, inc i dentally , ·lcnock 
t he bottom out of t~e wha l e - oi l ma r ket and make ev~ri t he 
1930 pr i ce s l ook go od . 

'l' lieir work vi• a s to ma i nta i n tl1e wl1a l ing ihdu .s try 
for poster i t ~" as vv e ll. If breeding stoc :rn were to· be ··· 
full;:; r,1a1ntained tl1e;y needed to know much more about the 
habits and ~ovements of the ¼ha l e ~o~ul at i on t o ent ure 
thst the present ca·cc ,1 ini; l imi ts ·,1•ere safe . 11I know 
tha t you are gi v in0 much t nou~at a~ t s t udy t o tha t s i de 
of your vrn rk; ' , t1e rE mc., rke d . ;,,r r . Hugen t a dd ed tl--ia t tl1ere 
were sti l l som~ countries interested i n wha l ing outs i de 
the convention. 11 I ur ge t lle ' t'i ;ncs t strong l y to j oi n 
this co nventi on, ~nich a l one caa ensur e t~e continued 
l ife of the vii LlB l i n ,5 indus t r ;v- 11 • 

The 1·7 countr i es reprps en t ed , under the chair ­
manshi p of Wr . Re illington Ke lloJd , of the U. S. A., are 
Austra l 1a 9 Brazi l, Canada 9 Den mark 9 Wrance 9 I ce l and, 
J apan, 1.1exi co 9 the Netl1er l ands 9 l~e·.~ Zea l and 9 nonvay

9 

Panama, South Africa, Sweden, th e u. s.s .R. 9 the Uni ted 
~{i ngdo rn and ttie U. S. A • . ?o ur ot tlBr countries - tl1e 
~rgeutine, Ital y 9 2eru and ?ortuGal - and three i nter­
nat i ona l bodies s ent o bs,e r vers. 

>Ir . ~:~. G- . E. . lia l l, fis l1Er i es s ec retary to the 
~: i c,istry of Agriculture and :;:;1fs t1erie,s; · representeci. tl1e 
U. K. ·, i t h. l1i:n via2 "Ir . ]\ . A . /1iactdntosb, of the 
Mi n i s t ry, and the y ~ere ass i sted by ri i rte exper t s, the 
l argest numb er attac hed to any of the de l ~gations, 
the next largest be1n~ six wi th the Norwegians . 

No indi cation wa s given as ta t h.e s co pe of 
tlle disc uss i •Jn s 9 :J ut i t V1•as announcec:i that an a greed 
off icia l stat e 1ent ~ □ uld ts issu ed t o the Pres s a t the 
end of the confere n ce. 

( i' 'r i1e Fi s l1i ng l\·ews i i 9. London , June 27 
7 

-1953 ) 
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Fishermen's Training School at Salda~~?-_13ay Nav1:3.l Gymnasium 

:B'ro m the be ginning of next year 9 young men 
wishing to become f isher·aen will receive~ specii1 
training cour :3e at t l1e South African 1-Taval Gymnasium 
at Saldanha Bay. This cours e will be open to medicilly 
fit Europeans bet ween tne a ~es of 16 and 22 9 possessing 
a Standard VII certifica te. Training will ta ke a year 
and for 1954 t h irty traine es wil l be admitted . 

This vocational tr aining scheme re presertts the 
culmination of more than 20 years of efforts by Dr. 
Cecil von Bonde And Jth er J.eaders in the fishing iridustry 
to develo p schools fo r fi s hermen. In July , 1931 , about 
t lie saT1e tiT1e the t ;ie wa s ur ging tne fis hing iridustry to 
ta lce a l oo lc a t ·che p :i.lc liard s a bo·.1nding i n st . He lena Bay, 
Dr. van Bonde made a plea fo r fishery schools. 

At that time 9 and even tod ay, many in the 
incustry re cogni s ed t he need f or t wo t.ypes of tra ining. 
Tne practical or vo cationa l sc hool would provide a compet ent 
and we 11- tra i ned fi s her ;11aE for -~he boa ts. The trainee 
would receive inst r uc t i on in navigation 9 s ea manship, 

· engine maintenance, s i gnalling 9 loo kin~ after nets 9 and 
in sev~r a l ot her as pe cts of fi s hing , 

In a longer and more det a iled school~ng young 
men co uld be tra ined for work ash ore. The latte r would 
ta ke a compre hensive cour se which included such subjects 
as fisheries sci ence, plant operation, accounting 9 fi~heries 
e conomics an d s o on. Tl1is fisl1eries sc l1ool er university 
course would cor r es pond to the instructio~ provided in 
the various a gricultura l colleges. · 

Naval DisciQline 

The de ta iled course has still to come, but from 
1955 onwa r ds t he i ndustry can count on a trained nucleus 
of young fishermen . Not only will they have been 
well-grounded in fishing practice, bu t they should also 
show the benefits of a full year under naval discipline, 
for the 30 trainees a re to be accevted as full-ti ,ne -cadets 
for one year in the South African Navy. 

Tnis, probably ~he most admira ble feature of 
the ne w scheme, will provide the Navy with a valuable 
reservoir of trained men fo r us e i n an emer gency. The 
30 fis :1ing traine es , v:e can call them r ecruits, are to 
re ceive f re e board and lod ging at the Gymnasium, they 
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will get free med i ca l treat1\1ent, free uniforms 9 anci, 
instead of having to pay for their traj_ning, · they .will 
receive Navy rates of pay for full-time service~ In 
addition, the fishing course exempts the recruit from 
normal part-timd military train11~. 

li•or tlie first six rn.onths- of the course, tl1e 
fishin g tra inees will get exactly the same training as 
tt1e naval recruits. 'i' l1e:y wi 11 learn seamansl1ip and 
navi gat ion, sign8lling and other naval instruction. 
Then for the second six months they will go onto t he 
full fishing course u-,1d er an instructor to be provided 
by the fishing industry. Unda~ this instructor they 
are to learn how to handle fis~ing ge arr iow to oper a te 
echo sounders, radio telepl10nes ., 2,nd will a ls o be taught 
ele~entary mar ine biology an~ fishery knowledge. 

With the L: □ urse c:0 1-:r-1.p leteC: ~ tlrn trainees w j_ ll be 
placed on selected fishing beats more or les s as learne~s 
for about six month8. Aft2r they have gained full experience 
in p:r•actical f:(shin~; .and in ,Ctle operation of boats, it 
is hoped that they ~ill ~e able t o pass the now necessary 
examinations f'Jr bosun: iLa ·ce? skipiJeI with tl1e minimum 
of c oac l-ii :ig. 

Tnese examinations follow the passing of the 
Soutl1 African Jierc Lrnnt Saip])i ng ;.ct of 195'l 9 which , in 
1-cs ·v,ide scope, co1nJletely e<i1braces the fis t1ing in(i ustry 
and will: wi tl1 i n tl1ree years, prevent South African fish ­
ing boats of more tnan 25 t r □ ss tons from go ing to sea 
withou t certificated skippers~ mates and as s istant 
marine enginemen . 

In imposing this Act, the Department of Customs 
and Excise has s~own due lenienc y tc South Afr i can fishermen. 
It has recognised that for ;years the only qualif'j_cation 
for a boat ski pper w2..s G. '.cncv:1'3dge of' -~tle fisl1ing grounds, 
instinctive abilit;sr to h.andle a boat an6. usually 
experience in actual fishing. But the fishin g indu a~ ry 
has grown too lar ge for 2uc t1. rndimentary q1-1.aliL_ cati ans 
and the increasing numb e r of boat wrecks over the oas t 
few years has caused c □ LiideF able alarm among mar i;ers 
an~ fishing industriili8ts. 

Within thre e ysars, the refore, all skippers, 
mates and c1.r: vers vvi ll ha-re tc s i t down and write for t tie i r 
certificates. Fc:e t he experi3,J.ccd f1Rhe!' 1nen 9 wl.10 
obv:i.ously caff-..1ot a.fforc. tl1e t i 11H:1 to att er..d a fulJ.-time 



• 

t 

- 219 -

sc ho ol 9 special pErt-time instructi on is 1 to be given 
at t he mai n fishing centres. This instruction sh ould 
ena ble t ne m to qualify for the certificates created 
under t trn Ac t. In the meantime the n e w fis inng-cum­
naval training sche ~e will ensure that f uture fishermen 
wi l l not l1ave t o sit down in later years and l earn wha t 
t :1ey s l1ould have f irst s tudied be for e they vt"ent to sea. 

Cor,H1i t tee 

The story of the pro pose d f i she r~ en 's training 
scne me goes back to January and February this year when 
a committee a p~ ointed by the F i s her i es Deve lo,ment 
Advisory Counc il sat d □ ¼ n t o discuss a prac ti cal train­
ing scheme an ci prepare a re.t::-1ort . The co,rl'nittee (Dr. 
c. vcn Bonde 9 Clrn i r111ari; :Cr. J. M. T.1arc i1and; J. F. Stubbs 
and F. J. van Zy l) did its job t h oroughly. In a ddition 
to dra½ing on the experi ence of its members, it called 
in suc h well kno¼n t ea c hers of Sba ~en a s Commodore J. 
Dalgl eish 1 who ina ~gurat ed : he ~rawl e r Scho ol of Irvin 
and Johnso n (South Af ric&) Lt d. , and Cap t a in G. v. 
Le gass i c K, Capta in-Superintendent of the South African 
Naut i ca l Colle ge, tc at t end and make thei r suggestions. 

Af t er discussions, t he Committee f elt that the 
sc hool should be incorpora t ed wit h t he Naval Gymna sium 
at Sa l danha Bay . The Chie f of Gen ~ra l St aff ( Major­
Gene r al du 'To i t) and t he Nava J. and j·.Ia ri ne Chie f of Staff 
(Commodo r e Biermann) ~ere approached and they expres s ed 
t hems e lves wh ol ly i n favour of t he sche~ e. 

The ini ti a 1 co•nrni t tee l1as now beco me the 
standing com~itt ee to deal wi t h the scheme on behalf of 
t he Fishe ri e s Deve l opmen t Corpora t ion of s outh Afr i ca 
Ltd. and the f ishing indu stry. I t will s e cure the 
services of a su itabl e instruct or , or i~s t ructo rs, and 
will gen era lly ensure t l1a t y oung South Africans seeking 
an interes t i ng and sometimes hi ghly re munera tive career 
will r ece i ve proper training an d so be given every 
opportunity to succeed in their vocation. 

( "The South Afric an Shi yping News an c-: li7 ishing Indust r y 
Revievv'!, Cape town, ,J uly 1953 ) 
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Echo Sounder Coun t s Fish 

~cha sounders have been used for fisheries 
exploration and various biological i nvest i iatione for 
some time; l1owever, the ir uses in co ,~servatio,1 :-i1anagernent 
has only re cently been t ried. Canadian re searchers are 
considering echo sJunding surveys as a method o f 
estimating yearling herring populati.ons and thus being 
more cap~ble of establishing a reasonable catc ~ limit. 
The Canadi a n researche!'.'s feel tl1at ii' a 1nini 'ri uin required 
s;;;awni ng p·Jpula tion were lcnown an( accurate population 
esti ,na tes could be .-;1ade a ca tcl1 qu_ota c::mld be establi shed , 
which wculd mini mize t he nmi:iber of spawners in exc ess 
of those needed to maintau1 t lrn fishery. ,; 

.An ecl10 sounding survey" or'· -;; l1e '.rn rri ng po·pulat i □ L1 · 
of the Bri tish Columbia Coast was mad e in February ahd 
March of 1952 . ~he investi g ators· were able to 
distinguish herring from .ot her species of fish by the 
type of •narl{ rnade on t he recordi ng pa f)er . 11'1'races" from 
herr i n g were reportet as soft with an edge which was 
clear, but not sharp . fhe amount of fish on any ~race 
·,vas calc t1 l ated from its si ze and density using a ca l ib ra t i ,Jn 
determined by fishing experience . The echo so unding 
method 1Jroved Hsuf:f.'iciently" accur&te in successive tests 
and was considered a promising met ~od of po0u l ation 
esti ry1ation. An ec ,io sounding study of herring for a 24 
hour period reveale 6. t ,rnt dui-i ri,:; tt1e aft e rnoon, the fish 
were in small, deep, corrr,h):3.ct sc,.!.oo l s toucl1in,I t l1e bottom. 
When evening ap~roac~ed, tne l1erring rise fro m the bottom 
an 6. spreaci out iEto g_ 11 rnore or l ess' ' continuous body . 
Durin~ hours of dar icness, t l1e fish a ga in settlE6 to the 
bottom . At s unris e , tc1ey moved to the suri'ace and broke 
into small co~pact bod i es . the experiments . of est i mating 
herring population has been descr i bed by Al lens . 3 ouston 
of th e ~isheties Research 3 oard of Canada . . ,The Canadian · 
met t1od may offer a ne w approact1 to intelli gent fisher i es 
rnanage 111e·nt of a number of marine fishes . 

(
11 Paci:fic F'isl18l"nan 11

' Los Anc e le s, caLdornia,July 1953) 
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