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Al'{NUAL INSPECTORS' CONFERENCE 

Tl1.e Annual Conference t l1.is year will be held 
in the board r .oom at Head Office from Nove mber 16 to 20 
inclusive. The agenda for the conference is in course 
of preparation and any officer is invited to list any 
item for discussion. Any such item should be forwarded 
to Head Office not later than November 2 so that the 
agenda may be sent to all officers in sufficient time 
to enable them to give thought to the various subjects 
bef ore the conference opens. 

S'l'.AJ:i'F NOTES 

The Superintendent ( Mr _. A. J. Fraser) will be 
leaving for the eastern states by .A.N.A. on. October 1. 
He will be in th.e East for a pproxi1na tely a f ortnight 
on departmental business. 

Assistant Inspect0r McLaughlan and Cadet 
Inspector Simpson brought the patrol vessel "Kooruldhoo 11 

into Fremantle on September 22 from Geraldton. Cadet 
Inspecto r Simpson commenced three weeks' annual le ave 
on September 28. 

As sjstant Ins pector Sinclair returned to Perth 
on September 25 from Point Cloates and commenced three 
weeks' annual leave also on September 28 •. 
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Inspector J.E. Munro spent a week in charge 
of the Department's exhibition at the 1Nildlife Sl10w 
in the Pertl1. Town Hall from September 14 to 19 and then 
packed up most of the exhibits and proceeded to Kalgoorlie 
and set up another stand at the Australian Inland 
Mission's exhibition. 

: Ins};/e·ctor Davidson resumed duties on September 
28 after annual leave. 

Cadet Inspecior Oarmicha~i ~~iended a National 
service camp from September 12 to 28. 

Inspector Simpson and Cadet Inspector D. Wright 
came to pertti on September 5 to distribute tr0ut fry from 
Pemberton. 

i'/Ir. B. n. Saville secured a recommendation for 
appointment RS Clerk-in-Charge and successfully withstood 
an appeal. He is now in the i-->rocess of being appointed. 

Miss s. M. Norwood returned from a week's 
annual le ave on September 14. 

Mr. B. K. Bowen resumed duty on September 7 
after annual leave~ -

Mr. Ian Bartholomew resumed duty on · september 
28 after annual leave. 

Inspector· J. Traynor carried out an inspection 
of the Toodyay Road district fr6m September 21 to 23 
investigating a reported incursion of kangaroos. 

TEL3PHON'~ ACCOUNTS 

Attention-of all staff is drawn to the necessity 
for co"nducting as much departmental. business as possible 
either by ordinary or air mail. Trunkline telephone 
accounts are tending to assume gigantic proportions and 
an effort must . be made to ~educe the . number of calls and 
the duratiOROf the ~alls~ -

-:-_; .: 
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WILJJLIFE EXHIBITION 

The annual natural history exhibition conducted 
by the Western Australian Naturalists' Club in conjunction 
with the Gould League of Bird Lovers was held in the 
Perth Town Hall from September 14 to 19 · and was open to 
the public from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. 

Inspector J. E. Munro was in charge of this 
Department's exhibit and · through the co-operation of 
Acting Curator of the Huseum and iii r. and Mrs. R. Munday, 
of Cottesloe, was able to present an interesting section. 
The cray~ish model ~indly ~oaned by the Ajax Plaster 
C~mpany excited considerable interest. 

It is understood that 23,000 .paying persons 
attended the show, wl1ich constituted something of a 
record, and our compliments are extended to the organisers 
who made this show an outstanding success. 

AUSTRALIAN INLAND T!IISSION' S EXHIBITION 

Inspector Munro had the unenviable task of 
dismantling the Department's exhibition in the Town 
Hall on Saturday nigl1 t and packing it for tr.ansport by 
road to Kalgoorlie. All the many difficulties were 
successfully overcome and a very successful exhibition 
was provided for the interest of ~algoorlie residents. 

Inspector Munro reported that the c~ildren's 
interest was a little overwhelming, but otherwise the 
trip was well worthwhile and participation most appreciated 
by the organis~rs. 

HONORARY W.AlWENS OF FAUNA 

All legal and other formalities have now been 
concluded and 117 additional honorary wardens appointed 
and gazetted and supplied with the necessary copies of 
Fauna ?rotection Act and Regulations, proclamations and 
pamphlets. 
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In the next issu~ of ·the Bulletin a list of 
all · honorary war dens wi 11 . oe publisl1ed and inspectors are 
requested to give t.hese people as muc·h ·assistan ce as 
possible as they are voluntary workers wl-io will carry 
out the major part · of -the· poLi-ce work ne6es'. sary under the 
Fauna ProtBction Act~ 

-;: .. 

TROUT FRY DISTR!BUTTON · -, . 

on September 5: ·Inspector Simpson and Cadet 
Inspector D. Wright ~rganis~d the dis~ribution of 80,000 
trout fry from Pemberton at the DePart~ ent's boat shed. 
seventy-six thousand we re · sold: and tl1e sur plus of 4,000 
were released iri Craig Swamp at Belmont. 

WHALING 

The following re.port has been · received from 
As s istant Inspector· v. J. Sinclair en whaling operations 
at Point Cloates during the s eason just completed. In 
vie w of the excellence of tl1e report it is reproduceq. 
here ~n full. 

"I arrived at Point Cloates Wl1aling station 
on Hay 28, 1953 • .. Whaling operations commenced on June 
8 ... cJ.nd the first whale ·of t ~13 season was taken on June 10. 

"During t l1e first two weeks of the season 
humpback whales were very scarce, on ly four being taken 
in the f irst wee k and five in tl1e second. On June 12 
a request for permission to take minke and ftn whales 
was made by the Company to test their respective oil 
content. Permission -was. gra,nted on the ·grounds that, 
although: :min tce wl1al.es wo-:u1.d make no difference to the 
quota of hrimpba c k&, fin whales would be deducted according 
to formula tl-iat t wo fin · whales werR . equal to t wo and 
one-haif humpbac;.ks. However, humpbacks became more 
plentiful in the third wee k and the chasers consequently 
concentrrited on them and no minKe or fin whales were 
taken after all • .' Incidentally, tt1e Commonweal th 

. Director of Fisheries . was in some doubt as to whether 
tl1e gunners at Point :c1oates had mistaken minke wt1ales 
for Sei whales as no reports on minke whale~ on 
this coa~t had previ ously b een made, However the 



- 245 -

gunners were sure that no such mista~e had been made and 
a copy of their description of a minke whale was forwarded 
to both the state and Commonweal th Fisl1eries Departments. 

"YVhen humpbacks became plentiful and were taken 
in numbers it was found that the station was undermanned 
and could not cope with any large quantity. Consequently 
some whales lay in the water for a considerable time and 
when treated yielded only third grade oil. Three whales 
lay in the water for more than thirty-three hours, which 
is ttie maximum time allowed by the Commonwealth Statutory 
Rules between tb.e shooting and i1auling on deck for treat­
ment of any whale. 'i\1i s was partly due to the fact that 

. ihe men on the towing launch were inexperienced and two 
whales got out of control in heavy swell while being 
towed in arid were subsequently beached. The time taken 
in refloating and treating thes.e caused further delay 
in the treatment of other whales moored in the bay. 

;,With the arrival of more men the efficienoy of 
the station was increased, and as many as twelve or 
fourteen whales were tr.e-ated per day without further 
mishap. 

"Tl1e greate_st number · of whales taken on any one 
day was fifteen and in any one weelc seventy-seven. This 
weekly total was a record for the station. On other 
week~ as many as sixty-six and sixty-three were taken. 
An average weekly catch was in the vicinity of forty. 

"Very little trouble was given by the machinery 
and only breatdowns of a minor nature occurred, mostly 
wit~1 winches. On occasions water in tl1e dams became 
very low and had to be conserved :for the boilers. Trouble 
was experienced with the drier and for three days meal 
had to be taken by truck and deposited on the sand hills. 
However- this meal was recovered at the end of tl1e season. 
A.t::->art from tnis everything ran very evenly with a 
minimum of trouble. 

'
1This season the quota of 600 l1umpback whales 

was filled fo·r the :first time since the Nor' -West 
Whaling Company began ope.rations in 1949. The total 
oil production totalled 30,600 barrels, equalling 5,100 
tons. fhe total meat meal production was 18,086 bags, 
eguallirrg 1,127 tons 10 cwt. The oil is shipped away 
by overseas tankers and the meat meal is shipped to 
Fremantle by tl1e M. v. 1'Kybra 11 , in 5,000 bag consignments. 
Tl1e "Kybra" is the largest vessel to enter the bay. 
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11:Dtir'ir:i,g the seasot:i only four undersize whales 
· were taken 'as agai ns·t eleven fqr tt-1.e 1952 season. TWO · 

of these und_ersize whales were taken .by the Chaser ;'Point 
·ci:o~t.es 11 ' . one by the 111fa·eremai star 11 and one by the : . 

- l _1Vf:g±lant 11 • ' · · · 

11 A special permit vyas granted t :o tl're · Company 
for the tak;ing . 9f.six speqial wl1ales on and above their 
quote tl'iis season. · ·fl1es(3 comprised two .yearling 1iVhales 

:and two cow and 6al{pairs ~ all for scientific research 
to be carried out by i4r. Graham Cl1ittleborough, c.s.r.R .. Q. 
some difficulty was experienced wi tb. tlrn gunners as · 
they were reluctant to talce the cow and ' calf pa:i.rs, 
considering it uneti1ical whether for scientific research 
o~ oiherwise. ~o~eve~ Mr. TT. Larsen, Captain of the 
"Haeremai star 1

' de,cided _ he would · shoot - one cow and calf and 
thi·s was done on September 15. The cow measured 43' 0 11 

and the qalf wl1ic_h was a female measured -20'411 • One 
yearli:rig :(''emale was shot by the Chaser "Vigilant''.-. on the 
28th August and measµr.ed 3,1' 4½"• Mr. Chi ttleborough con­
sidered that enough material was gained from this 
yearling whale for the present and therefore cancelled 
the takirrn_ of the second y~a;rling whale. ·r believe that 
tr·ora · t11e·!5e thre_e .special y;l1ales .some : very good material 

-- was obtained by Mr. Ct1i ttleborough for researcl1 'pUr};)oses,. 

• =i ·• 

bt;--
11Egui:pmen~ at Point C loa te,~ station consists 

2, ,j artman "Digest ors 
,: 1:2 Kvaemer Digestors 
·. 4 Eiharples supe,r-_De~anters 

2 De-Laval Oi ,:r Se:pa:rators 
2 De ... Laval G-1\.le .- wat.ei~ s ·eparators 
1 Stalf er-Duktaf -~r;fer ( manufactured by i 1Mulde 11 , 

· Norway) 

"The Hartman cookers can digest approximately 
80 tons of blubber _ and meat_,Jp 24 hours coo-king.. They 
ta~e~~bout one ho~i for one ~9~~king~ 

,. , · "The · Kvaemer _cookers _ can digest approximi?-tely 
25·,>t-Qns~_ in one coo.king lasting approxima:tely 4 hou:h~. 

-=-.,. : . .- .-;· •. ~- ~- • . . . . . .. . . . 

-_, . ·... "The ShB.'rples suri"er ·:oecanter-s a:re bf American 
or-igi_!l and serve -~he dual 'pui•_p_,:;1~2:e of ,-
: -.;_.:. x~_:•:"::;.ii- ·=: ::__:.; -:. 

=-: .~ -G .- __ . _ :: -· -··· .. ..:;: :·r ·~-· 

t 
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Clarifying the glue water to make it 
more suitable for the better running of 
the De-Laval glue water ~eparators. 

Recovering and dischar ging the meal from 
the glue water • 

"'rhe Sharples machines not only reduce the oil 
content of the meal to about 5~ on a dry basis, but they 
also discharge t he wet meal (at a bout 55% moisture 
content) in a finely shredded condition for easy drying. 

"Oil storage space became very scarce in August 
and whaling operations we r e reduced to a mini mum until 
the overseas tanker M. v. "Tamar" arrived to take on oil 
at Maude Landing. This oil was shi pped from the station 
to the landing base by the company tanker M. V. "Nor-Whale ;i & 

After this, two more storage tanks were built as that 
suctl a situa tion rnay not arise in futu·re se ason~. Had 
it not been for the shortage of men in the early part 
of the season and the shortage of oil s pace later on 
this s e8son would have been concluded at an earlier 
date. 

"Bre a kdowns in the Clrnser 0 Vigilant 1' were very 
frequent and she wa s constantly under re pair f or one t hing 
or another. Consequently she lost a good dea l of time 
wl1ich could have been spent cha sing. The "Ha ere mai Star" 
suffered dama ge to her propeller shaft which h&d to be 
repaired under water by means of a diving suit consisting 
of gas mask f a ce piece and lead belt and boots. The 
Chaser "Point Cloates 11 was fortuna te to have no serious 
mechanica ·1. trouble throughout the season. 

"The three cha se r s' total catch wns as follows -

11 Haerema i St a r 11 231 killed with an average length of 40.6ft. 

"Point Cloa tes 11 245 II I I ii a :1 H 39.7ft. 

· j'Vigi lan t 11 124 ii ii " ti "ii II 38. 9ft. 

11 r.rhs total foota ge for the season wa s 23,941 1 9 11 

with a tota l average length of 39' 9". 

110f the 30,600 barrels of o i 1 obtain ed, there 
was an average of 51 barrels per wha l~ making an average 
or 1.2 barrels per foot. 
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"All considered the 1953 whaling s_eason at 
Point Cloates was a successful one and was concluded 
at an earlier date than was originally anticipated. 

11 The following is the approximate disposition 
of men on key jobs wh~n the station is in full 
production -

Boilers - 5 men. 
Flensing Deck - 2 shiftp of 3 men and 2 winch drivers 
·Top cutting deck - 2 shifts . of 9 men and 2 winch drivers 
Power house - 2 shifts of 1 man. 
Motor Launches - 4 men 
Separator Room)· - 2 shifts of 3 men 
Super Decanters) 
M~intenan?e ) _ 8 men. 
Fitters snap) · .. 
Meat meal dryer- · 2 shifts of J ·men 
Cookers · - · 2 sl1ifts of 2 men 
Blacksmith shop - 3 men 
Each ' bf the three chasers has a complement of Captain 

and 9 men. 

11Details of Harpoon gun and equipment -

Gun Calibre = 90mm. or 3i- inch.es diameter. 
Harpoon le,ngth (fully equipped) C.M. V. Brand 5'11.;1. 11 , 

, "' Larvik Brand 6'1i 11 • · 

Total weight approximately 170 lb. 
Warhead length = 14 11 

J diameter at base = 3¾''. 
Charge wei ght= 2 lbs. blac :{ powder (approximately") 

11 'rhe above details of the harpoon gun are 
correct as far. as I know, but may vary with different 
wl1ali ng stati ens. 11 

, WHALE MARK FOUND 

Last August the following report was received 
from Assistant Inspector V. J. Sinclair -

. 
11 I have to repor t for your information that 

or{ July 27, 1953 1 a. 'wh·ale marker was found in the back 
meat of humpback whale serial no. 203 vv i1ich was a 
female measuring 46' 7 11 • 
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11 'rhis marker was found by Nr. c. J. Os.born 
of :65 -~iew street, Collie, Western Australia. It was 
handed to Mr. H. B. Hatten, comnonwealt~ Whaling Inspector 
at Point C-loates, on August .10 .ana ·· he in turn forwarded 
it to the Director bf commonwealth Fisheries, Sydney. 
This ~~rker. was numbered 5136. · 

;'The whale in question was sl1ot when Fraser 
Island light _house bore south distant 6 miles. Fraser 
Island ligl1t l10use lies in latitude 22 38's.·; longitude 
113°39'E•" 

Subs~quently advice was received through the 
Chief of the c.s.I,R.o. Fisheries Division, Cronulla, 
from the National Institute of Oceanography that mark 
5136 was fired from the R.R.S. "William Scoresby" on 
January 29, 1936. The species concerned was a humpback 
and the position was withiB circle of radius two miles 
and centre on 60° 01 1 S. 88 55'E. which is approximately 
720 nautical miles south east of Heard Island. 

LOSS OF :B,ISHING LAUNCH "M.AKO" 

It was reported that the above launch was 
wrecked at Drummond'$ Cove, 8 miles -north of Geraldton, 
at about 8 . a .. m. on September 6. The irMakoil was a 28 ft. 
launch, owned and operated · by Mr •. · Victor Wann of · Wonthella 
via Geraldton. 

GERi1LDTON FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

rt was reported tl1at at tl1e annual meeting of 
the above As~ociation Mr. W; Bradley was elected . president 
and Mr. T. Hackett secretary. 

PROCEDURE FOR INSPECTORS 

by_J. E. - Bramley 

Seizure of Nets 

Sections 19, 20 and 21: _These sections of the Fisheries 
Act should be read and thoroughly understood before attempt­
ing any patrols. 
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Section . 21 . should always be read in conjunction 
with the proclamation prescribing the size of ~esh and 
length of nets for the waters un whi cl1 a patrol is about 
to be made. The reason for this is that Section 21, 
para. 1, .reads . 11 If any person sl1all, for the purpose of 
catching fish, use any net of a-lengtl1 or depth greater, 
or having meshes smaller ..•..•• 1'but when tl1is Section 
is read in conjunction with the appropriate proclamation, 
it will be seen .that the powers for dealing with such an 
offence are widened as the proclamation inserts the 
words 11 used or intended to be used 11

• 

Acting under tl1ese sections, when an inspector 
comes across a man with a net in his boat, ·he s·hould 
declare himself as an Inspector of Fisheries and note 
the following.:-

~~) whether the net is wet or dry; 
wl1etl1er fish are in t .l1e boat and, 

if so, what species. 

If the net is dry the person in cl1arge should 
be questioned as to what fish _he _intends to .catch and 
where. After receiviri~ an a~swer the inspector should 
hang a portion of the net in the water for ten minutes 
and then proceed to , .measure tl1e mesh, exerting approximately 
one half-pound pull. The inspector, if satisfied the 
mesh i~ illegal should ask the person in charge · if he 
would like to check the me~surement. 

If the net is wet the inspector should, immediately 
after noting ___ the fish Tn--the bo?t, proceed yvith. the 
measuring, using the method just mentioned .: 1:i.-nd asking 
the person in charge to check. 

After the inspector is satisfied in both 
instances that the mesh is illegal · he · should pr6ceed 
as follows:-

(1) Take the person's surname and proper christian 
names and reside_n:tial address, including the 
name of the street, number of the house and 
locality. (Initials or nickname s are not to 
be used~ 

(2) Ask the person whether he is licensed and 
to produce his license. A~so ask whether the 
boat is licensed. 
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Note whet her the boat is numbered. 

Note the locality in which the person 
was app~e hende d and state ~hether the 
net was dry, we~ ·or partly in the water. 
Also state species :1 number and size of 
fish in the boat. 

If tl1e:'e are any otl1er persons in the 
boat they should be dealt with in .the 
same manner as stated in paras. ( 1) and (2;. 

After completing the above the net should 
be seized. On arriving back at the net 
shed on com~letion of the patrol, the net 
should be handleQ and recorded as instructed 
in the previous Bulletin and a full report 
forwarde d to Head Office . 

Section 21 {Para. ~): This s e c~ion gives the insp&ctor 
the power ta sei z e any unlaw~ ul net left unattended in 
any waters SJ:! ecified in 2. ny ·i;:i~ -oclamation issuE1d under 
Section 19 of the Fisher ie s Ac t or on a boat in those 
waters s pc: c ifi edo If an i nspector i s working under this 
section 0f tl1e .Act l1e wi 11 l1ave to make l1imself 
conversant wi t :1 Sec ti on 49 of the Ac t also, as it is 
under this latter s ection that action is taken. · 

( 1 ) 

(2) 

The procedure is as f o llows:-

The net s hould be correctly measured. 
If it is f onnd dry on a boat the11 it 
is to be measured as prevj0usly stated 
for a dry net. If it is found set in 
the ~ater it should be measured and a note 
made of what fisl1 it contains and their 
siz.es. 

When the above have been attended to and the 
net taken to the net shed, it should be 
.correctly measured for length and depth. 
An examination should be made of both 
lead and cork lines for ties, splices, 
change in thickness or ropes, difference 
in sizes of corks and le a ds . The hanging 
should be noted as well as the method of 
joining eac l1 wing to ;~;e t, l1er &nd any other 
peculiarity ~hat may hBlp i n identification. 

,... . • .... ..·,•--. "•·!•': ...... -; ~ 
·,\· . .. ,'; 
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Next exhibit the pres~ribed notice of finding 
the net in accordance with Section 49 and 
forward a full redort to Head Office with 
Form F1. 

Sl10uld the net be claimed the full name and 
address of the person making the claim 
should be taken and his license asked for. 
He should then be asked to identify the net. 
A portion of the net should be soaked in 
water and the net measured as previous ly 
stated .. 

·· .. 

Report everytl1ing to Head Office, giving 
the person's name and address and, if 
possible, his license number. If he is not 
licensed state so. 

. Make arrangements for the nE t to be taken 
before a magistrate and notify the claimant 
when and where the claim will be heard. 

In this article only mesh was mentioned but 
more attention should be shown to the length of nets 
as this is just as important as the size of mesh. 

PEARLING 

In view oi· tL1e induction of 35 Japanese operators 
into the pearling industry to reli~ve the past labour 
snortage, the following production figures for 1952 
and 1953 will be of interest. 

Y-.CAR ii NO. OFI PEARLSHELL LANDED PEARLSI-IBLL 
(up · to SHIPS SHIPPED 
Aug. 31 ) I Ji'OR EXPORT 

-- ::·.· Tons cwts Qrs Lbs (cases) 
1952 I 20 191 8 2· 24 1,054 

'j 953 23 289 9 1 27 1,329 
; I ! - -
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CRAYFISH PRODUCTION 

The following tables set out a comp~rison of 
the crayfish prodllction and export fo:r the years 1952 
and 1953. 

Abrolhos Island c rayfis h Prodllction 

Grou.12 1953 .• 1952 

North rs. 123 ,243 lb. " 132,437 lb. 
Wallaby rs. 573,081 lb. 441,684 lb. 
Rat rs. 647,967 lb. 579, 773 lb. 
Southern Group . - 294 , 020 lb. 395 ?556 lb. 
Total 1,638,311 lb. 1,549,450 lb. 

----- -··-- ---···~----- - ·-- -

Catch pe r Man1_ Abrolhos Island 

Gr~ 1953 1952 

North rs. 17,606 lb. 16,555 lb. 
wailaby rs. 22,041 lb • . 22,084 lb. 
Rat Is. 16,199 lb. 18,1'18 lb. 
Sollthern Group 17,294 lb. 16;481 . lb. 

State :8x12_ort of CraJ7:tai ls and Whole Or ayfisl1 

1953 (Jan.-Sept.) 

Frozen Craytails 2,828,178 
Frozen ~ho le Cray-

fish 18,120 

Total: 2,846,298 

PROSECUTIONS 

1952 (Jan. -Sept.-) 

2,622,473 

24 ,0~6 

2,646J509 

'l' he follo wing prosecutions were succe.ssf-ul 
during the three months ended September 30, 
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j 
Date I Defendant I Court i Charge I Result j --r--------------

17.7.53 Clifton, T. B. Derby Dynamite J?ish . Fined £10 
do. Magnuson, W.J. q.o. don · · " £10 
do. Norbury, M.J. do. . do . . , !I £10 

' 
17.s.53 iVlellows, N. Frernantle Fish in closed wate~s !I £5 

do. Miragliotta,c. do. Undersize crayf ish ii £2 

14. 9. 53 . Romagnolo, c. do. Fish in clo sed · wat ers , I! £5 I 

do. Gazia, G. do. do . ! i i £5 
do. Amato, N. do. do. ' 11 £5 
do. oteri, s. do. d o , ,, 

£' r:::. ,, 
c..J ...) 

do. Travia, G. do. do . I j; £5 
do. Paparello, L. do. do. ib5 

21.7.53 Fin lay , s. Gera l d ton TTnde rsi z e Cray·f ish r- :,: 
<V _./ 

do. Davis, c. (Jnr~ do. do. fl £8 
do. Travia, F. do. do. II £ L1. I 

do. Hewitt; K. do. do , II £3 
do. Hewitt, J.T. do. do, I 

! ! £5 
do. Hewitt, H.J. do. d r. . ii .£7 
do. Cato, F. do. do ,, If £5 

1. 9.5 Kijenna, M. do. do. II £2 
do. Linguist ~ H. do. do. ti £-10 
do. do. do. do , ll £10 
do. do. do. do. I IJ £10 I do, do. do. do. II £15 I 
do. Bradley, w. do. do. II £2 
do. do. do .. do. " £5 I do. do. do. do~ jf £5 
do. l Aho, K~ do. do. ; ,, 

£2 
do. , do • . do , ao , I If £5 
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Date I Defer4dant I Court I Cl1arge I Result 

-----
1. 9. 53 Lansdell, J. Geraldton Undersize Crayfi sh Fined ' £5 

do. do. do. do. " £7 
do. do, do. do. II £7 
do. Long, J. do. po. II £2 
do. Sweet, R. do. ,do; II . . £3 
do • Riggs, J.C. do. do, " £2 • 
do. Taylor, T. W. G. do. do. " £2 
do. Wyatt, W. do. do.· II £5 
do. Barker, G. do. do. II £3 
do. do. do. do. It £5 
do. do. do. do. " £5 
do. Putalla, J. do. do. ii '£5 
do. 'ri l:.-'P i n g , p • . do. do; If £10 
do. do. do. do. II £10 
do. Kannikoski, L. do. do, II £2 
do. Hitchins, H. do. do. II £5 
do. Attwater, A. do. do. II £5 

-··• . do. Barker, w. do. do. II £3 
do. do. do. do. II £5 
do. Johnson, H.G. do. do. fl £2 
do. do. do. do. II £5 
do. do. do. do. II £5 
do. Hancoc t , R. do. do. If £5 
do. MFa gliot tC¼ F. A, do. . do. II £7 
do. Hewitt, K. do. do. " £7 
do. Cherie o, A, do. do ~ " £7 
do. Davis,C.(Jnr) do. do. II £8 
do. do. do. do~ II £10 
do. Miragliotta,R. do. do. It £6 
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-------,------·--------·+----------..... ----------------- · 
Date Defendant Court Charge Result 

-------------1-------------------.... --~---, 
1. 9.53 1Hewitt 9 J,T, Geraldtonl Undersize crayfish Fined £10 

do. Grego, T_. 

do. Gedero, D. 

do. Wann, v.R. 
14, 7. 53 Mitchell, D.A. 

do. do. 

do. do, 

do. Uitchell, W.H. 

do. do. 

do. !Teaque, W. 

do • . __ Delacy, F. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

.2ertl1 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

17.8~53 Gazley, T, db, 

27.8.53 Mutsaers, P. do. 

9.9.53 Goucher, w. Pinjarra 

do. 

do. 

Mackintosh, T. 

Hayes, w. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Undersize Sea MulJet 

Obstruct Inspector 

Fish in · Closed '.:fate rs 

Undersize Sea · Mullet 

Fish in Closed Waters 

do. 

do.· 

.Undersize Crayfish 

Fish in Clo~ed Wa ters 

do. 

-do. 

· do. 

11.8.531Batty, E.J. Bunbury . !Shoot '..Vi ld Duck 

------~-------- t ______ ._. _________ _....._. __ _ 

DISAPPE.AR.A.NCE OI~ LARGE. MULLET 

" 
If 

tl 

ii 

ti 

ii 

" 
II 

' ,,. 
if 

i! 

" 
II· 

,r-

11 

ii 

In ~iew of the controversy wh~ch still rages 
up and down on t his subject, l1ereunder is a copy of a 
letter received by one of our inspectors some years ago 
from a person· wi t t1 a sound knowledge of the conditions 
which existed many years ago~ . 

"It· has been sa_id that three. or more mungurs 
;'l1ad been used by our Murray ·District natives. This is 
11 not correct. There was only .one mungur and that was · 

11 in t '.1e Serpentine River, I mention tl1is .fac,t as many 
"have said tl1at tl1e natives destroyed and caused the 

£15 

£3 

£5 

£2 

£10 

£5 

£5 

.:£5 
_er 
cu'.) 

£5 
£2 

£6 

£5 

£5 

£5 

£5 

----
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"large fish to become scarce. 

"The natives ceased operating the mungur 
"during the 'seventies at which time, I h.ave be~n told 

11 by many old residents who l1ave passed on, the rivers, 
11 lakes and estuaries were still full of large fisb., 

"mainly mullet. 

"A factory was opened in 187qand nothing otl1er 
11 than 4 11 mesh was allowed to be used. A reduction in 

"size of the mesh was always opposed as it was contended 
ttthat if this were d one it would only be a matter of 

"a fe w years before tl1e industry would be crippled, and 
"sure enougl1 that has ·happened. 

''During th.e 'eighties and 'nineties large 
"mullet were so plentiful tha t the factory fisl1ermen 
" would leave about 4 a9m. and return about 9 a,m. with a 
"catch of between one and two dozen tins of large mullet7 
"eacl1 fish filling tl1ree tins. 

"F'ish were so plentiful tl1at ·the men l1ad only 
"to go into the Northern ::a::stuary to get all they required. 

"It was not until the smaller mesl1 net was 
"in use th.at the 1 akes and rivers were netted by some to 
"make a living. 

"Canning at J;Iandurah ceased in 1902 and ,the factory was 
"removed to the southern side of · the Northern Estuary, 
"about 9 rniles from i'Iandurah, and preserving continued 
11 tt1ere until 1912, when it was compelled to close down 
"owing to small fish and small supplies. By tt1is time 
11 the mesh had been reduced to 2¼"• Most of the nets were 
11 tanned do wn to 2 11 mesh and this led to t he dsstruction 

"of tens of thousands of fis t1 ttmt should never l1ave been 
11 caught. 

"Much l1as be en sai d as to how the large mullet 
"and other fish disapf)eared f rom these waters. I 
11 contribute this mainly to the continued reduction in 
11 meah and its use in open and prohibited waters thr oughout 
11 the year. 

11 In tl1e first days of netting in Mandurah 
11 waters a prescribed mesh had not been enforced 1 but 
"as time went on and small mesh nets were used and 
"destruction became greater, sufficient action was not 
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11 taken to save the industry. Each time the mesh came down 
1;1/4 11 so the fish disappeared. 

"I have heard some critics say tl1.at the dry 
"seasons 1914 and after were largely responsible .for 
11 the disappearance of large fish and creating the shortage, 
"but the large fish had gone and the fish were scarce 

11 years before ,.1914. One reason ri hy tl1e factory was moved 
"from· Mandurah to th(;l N.ortl1ern Estuary was · the shortage 

11 of fish and tl1e new site being nearer the fishing area 9 
11 more time could be spent in . locating them" 

"If these waters were closed for three years 
"or a rh.inimum mesl1 of Y' for that period ehforqed 9 · and 

0 coastal netting restri.cted 9 I ant certain that my · 
"contention would be proved that small mesh nets have 
"c-rippled the fishing industry at Mandurah. 

"Some fishermen operating here say that this 
11 is not correct and argue that if tl1e . fisl1 they catch 

11 w:i.th small mesµ nets w.ere let go they would go to sea 
"and that wou lcf be the end of them and our waters would 
"still be sl1ort of them. If this is so why then did we 
"have ·our waters teeming witl1 fisl1 60 years ago?; 1 
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THE CLEARING HOUSE 

Press, Rad:i, o and '.relevi s_i on . He.lp to Se 11 
Roc k Lobster in United states 

Tl1rough a nati-on-wide advertising campaign, . 
using newspapers, magazines, - Sunday supp:}.e ments, trade 
journals, radio and television, south African rock 
lobster is regularly made known to more than 40,000,000 
people in the United states • . This campaign, coupled 
wit l1 tl1e inh.erent quality of the -product, efficient 
distribution, attractive labels and good packaging, has 
made the Union the largest supplie r of roc k lobster tails 
to Noith America. In 1952 more than 5,000,000 lb. of 
frozen tails were exported to 26 different importing 
firms. 

Mr. Ric h~rd Kulze, t he man responsible for 
bringing South African rock lobster to United States food 
tables, is at prese nt in South Africa on his fifth visit 
since 1947. As attorpey of the South African Rock 
Lobster Association in New York, he serves as adviser 
to the producers and distributors, organises advertising 
campaigns and generally ensures that the product keeps 
to the quality expected of it in America. 

Mr. Ktffze is a ~ew York attorney and an 
authority on international trade. He is a di r ector of -­
the New York Boar d of Trade and is General Coun~rnl to 
its International Trade Committee. For 24 years he has 
helped to promote international trade and recently 
received a special° citation for his work in this field 
from the International Trade Committee of the Advertising 
Club of America. During the war he served as a colonel 
in the United States Air Force and was Chief of Control 
and Chief of Public Relations of the Middletown Air 
Service Command, comprising nine states on the Atlantic 
seaboard. 

In 1938 he undertooK to promote South African 
rock lobster export~ to the United states. Acting as 
the ~iaison between producers, distributors and consumers, 
l1e was achieving considerable s uccess in his wor k when 
the war int ervened and clqsed the trade until 1945/46. 
Since then, his South African Rock Lobster Association 
has been of imrnense value to the industry and must rank 
among the best and most e:fficient product promotion organ­
isations serving UnioG producers. 
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In an interview with the "South African Shipping 
News and Fishing Industry Review", Mr. Kulze sat a that 
one of the. . .. big · reasons _ f'or the : increase of sou-tl1. African 
rock lobster expo~ts t~ the Uhited S~~te~·since the war 
was tl1e great improvement in tlle guali ty of the product. 
"On arrival ' in New Yor.lc ''., he sa,id, 11 all consignments are 
taken into the cold st6re~ whSre samples, taken ~t random, 
are subjected to rigid occular and nasal tests by the 
United states Food and Drug Administration~ They break 
open ·the tail, they loo k at it and they smell it. rt is 
a stiff test and a product has to be good to come through 
it. · For four years there l1ave been no rejections. 11 

Mr. Kulze paid tribute to the excellent work _ 
done in south Africa by the Fishing Industry Research 
Institute under Dr. G. M. Dreosti. BY maintaining an 
efficient control over the product, the Institute ~as 
assisting :producer-? anci consumers • . It .. set a . high -standard 
and, througl1 :cesear.ch'. wor k '. and supervision, helped tl1e 
pr oducers to keep to tllis standard. The Institute and 
t h<:, industry showed co mmendable respect for the American 
consums~'s insistence on only the best quality foods. 

11 Since the r :.e-organisation of the industry after 
tlle last war, the tails; properly wrapped in '.Cellophane', 
have all been labelled 'Genuine Sou th Af'r-ican Roe k __ 
Lobster Tails'. Through advertising and other .public.ity 
methods, the label has been made known throughout ;the 
nation. At · one time most of tl1e tails were ·_sold to bulk 
buyers such as restaurants and hotels. The American 
housewife is now the biggest consumer anu for her we 
t1ave devised a popular-size pack. Tl1is pack, cop.tains 
two small tails, and w~ighs 11 ozs. When it . was 
introduced in 1951 an America_n pacteaging magazine 
described the wrapper as the o~tstanding colour job of 
the year. · · 

. "Advertising has done a good deal, to increase 
sales of the: ~product, but' tlrn most imp or tan~ ·p-eople 
i~ our promotion· campaign hav~ . be·en l1ome economists 
writing as food editors for the popular magazines . and 
Sunday supplements. In South Africa they mi~ht be known1 ~ 

as domestic science columnist::;;. They provide .hints on 
how to run the house and .in particular recommend certain 
foods and gi ve< recipe s. · 

Kitchen Exper :i_ment-~ 

L 

'/1 ~. 

·J(". 
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"They have a vast following in America and a 
recommendation in one of their columns is worth thousands 
of dollars in advertising. We supply our frozen rock 
lobster tails to them and tl1ey experiment with tl1em in 
their kitchens. If they are - impressed, they may give 
their recipe on the home economy page. several home 
economists have featured 0ur rock lobster. The result 
has been a growing demand from American housewives." 

~he rock lobster industry was fortunate, he 
continued, in the shipping services available to it. 
Both the Farrell and the Robin Lines provided excellent 
facilities for the 7,000 mile journey between Cape Town 
and New York. The ships had refrigerated space wit~ 
temperatures ranging down to -5 F. On arrival in New 
York, the 20 lb. cases are taken off on pallets at the 
rate of 3,000 cases an hour and a normal cargo of 15,000 
cases could be discharged and I)acked away in the cold 
st~res within five hours. 

Al though several otl10r countries exported rock 
lobster to the United states, South Africa was the 
largest supplie r . In 1934 it sent only 1,000 lb., by 
1938 this had risen to about 1,300,000 lb., and last 
year Americans consumed more than 5,000,000 lb. of tails 
and some 1,600,000 lb. of canned rock lobster. In the 
same year, Australia exported 3,000,000 lb. to America 
and the Bahamas, Britisl1 West Indies, Cuba, Mexico and 
New Zealand were among the most important of the other 
exporting nations. 

Lobster producers in Canada and in the state of 
Maine once feared that south African rock lobster would 
damage their trade. The early fears have proved unjustified. 
According to the records of the United States Bureau of 
Census, sales of lobster frorn these ar eas have increased 
many times ove r in recent years. In 1920, the United 
States c onsumed 5,000,000 lb. of lobster; in 1952, 
23,000,000 lb. were consumed. 

"South African rock lobster", concluded Mr. 
K:ulze, "has become a very popular product in tlrn United 
States. The present demand for it should continue and 
even increase. With Union factories concentr~ting on a 
high quality · product, I feel sure that the American 
housewife will agre e with our slogan 'Hock lobster at 
its best comes from South Africa' 11 • 

( ''The South African Sh.ipp1 ng News and Fishing Industry 
Review", London ; .August 1953) 
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Florida' .. s _ Control:'.ed Seining Program 

J.Horida 1 s controlled seining progra•~11_, designed 
to thin out cv8rly he&vy populations of bream and crappie 
as well. as rough fi s ~-i in six· . important la~;:e s 9 is deep 
into its s ecor:d year. · The emotionali s rn · aroused by the 
expe1..-iment has eased off so111e wl1a G, but many Florida 
fishermen still fem.' that bass and piclcer' e2. fisl-iing will 
suffer. su~porters of the project, however, are quoting 
the progress report written by John Deguine and bis staff 
to ehow that the top-ranking game species hav~ been aided 
instead of harmed. The report itself draws no such 
conclusions, but is confined to the presentation bf data. 

An increase of 77 per cent in weight in relation­
shi9 to length was noted in bluegills taten from Lake 
Reedy, where t li$ lie s.vi-est r-e i~wva J_ of fisl1 had taken place. 
No indications of decreased yield in bass and pickerel 
were noted. Anf; ler catc :-:i.es of cas ,c; appeg_red to be improved 
in three lakes. Finanaiully; t ~c Gt a te is better off 
by j69,ooo from fees collected r~o m the natters, and 
the wt-10J.esale _ value of t b.-3 co1nuerc ·1.al catch was .nearly 
i1,200 , 0CO~ Later i nformation could change all this, 
for better er f::i r ':F'Jr-roe ., But tl-ie expsriinent is being watched 
by many. Ove r p·'_pulat i o·,-i of:' ~ertaj_ r. :f 1st1. is becoming a 
more . widely r e~ qgnis6 d pla~ue &s years pas s . Florida 
may be demonstrating something tiiat can be of great 
value elsewhereo 

(".Field.and Stream", New Yor ;.;:, Augus t 1953.) _ 

Saa-Oddities 

How do the rare Emperor pencuins a t tneir 
rookeries on Adelie Land, ke~p alive on the ice, through 
the terrible winter ' blizzardtc 9 with their only food fish 
which they must catch from the icy, half-frozen sea? 
How do tl1ey lrnep warm thei·r · egg s and feed their chicks? 
One of the mysteries of natu~al. history is this bird's 
ability- to withstand the ·intense . colc'l of Antarctica. It 
was in an attempt to solve these questions and some 
others that led the latest Fr ench Antarctic Expedition, 
recently in Melbourne, to Adel is Land and to choose 
winter as the time for tha attempt. The members of 
the expedition, which was led by Monsisur Mario Marret, 
believe they have some of t h e anf! '.rnrs to t he myster;y 
surrcunni.ng i . Jni:.: bi::-_-' , ',; u '. a r c: ,1c+. ii10t( ing any public 
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statements until they have delivered their report to the 
French Government. M. Marret did disclose, however, that 
from one of the six rooKeries on Adelie Land the penguins 
had to make a trip lasting about a for.tnight - walk, in 
fact, for the penguins cannot fly - over 100 miles of 
pack ice to reach the sea. There the birds "would eat 
about 8 lb. if fish, and wal~ back and disgorge it to 
feed their young", l1e said. Who said tl1e allotted ways 
of man are hard? Ev'i.dent ly an Emperor penguin wouldn't 
think so. 

("The Navy", Sydney, N.S. VJ., June, 1953) 

Sea-Oddities 

Sea animals - whales, dolphins, · walrus, etc., 
are unquestionably the high~st-powered creatures in the 
world. Scientific investigation l1as proved ·that the'i.r 
muscles are much more efficient than those of land animals. 
Dr. J. Gray, after a series of experiments on the 
propulsive power · o~ the· dolphin, came to the conclusion 
tl1at: 11 If the resistance of .an actively swimming 
dolphin is equal to tnat of a rigid model towed at the 
same speed, the muscles must be capable of generating 
energy at a rate at least seven times greater than that 
of other types of mammalian muscle. Proportionately the 
power used by a whale forcing its huge bulk through 
the water is almost inoredible. Estimates made on the 
propulsive power of a blue whale in the act of coasting 
along at 10 knots an hour show it to be about 50 horse­
power; when, therefore, the whale accelerates to 25 

· knots the ener·gy it develOi:JS must be anything between 
400 and 500 horsepo we r. Frank w. Lani, -in his fascinating 
book "Nature ?arade", said that: "During the Scott 
Antarctic Expedition some of tl1e sleigh dogs were 
standing on an ice-floe. Two killer whales attacked 
them. The killers dived deep beneath the ice and then 

· swam swiftly upward. They struck the ice-floe with 
such force that the ice, which was 2½ feet thick, ~as 
splintered into fragments, and the dogs just escaped. 
A member of the first Peary Expedition l1as · recorded· tl1at 
l1e saw ice at least 4 inc l1es thick, bro tcen ·by a walrus 
butting its nose against 'i.t. 11 The tunny fisl1 is also 
extremely powerful and so is the .monstrous devil-fish, 
·or manta. "Commander T. B. Thompson, of tl1e United States 
Navy, has recorded how he w~s in a heavy 26-foot whale 
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boat containing seven men when a 'l}anta w\s nar:pooned, 
With alternate beats of its griat ftippe~s the ~rute -
a devil-fish weighs 3 or 4 tons - towed the boat for over 
an hour at a speed which varied between 8 and .j 2 knots. 
HOV\'. much longer the · manta would have continued to haul . 
the whaleboat is not known, for after· twelve 45 bullets 
had been fired into its body the fish sank and the harpoon 
pulled out." 

( ;rThe Navy11 , Sydney, N. S. W. , July 1953. ) 

Prawns - And a Life of Crime 

b~ Kylie Tennant 

For some years now my f~iend, Hilton, has been 
leading a life of crime. Last time I saw him he maintained 
he was so "cop-happy" he jumped at the sight of a 
uniform. 

"Did you see", he said, 11 vvhere, the ot l1er 
nigl1t, they caught two boats and one got away? 'The 
one that got away was mine". 

Hilton trawls f6r prawns on the 2arramatta 
River, where, he says, th~re are more fisheries inspectors 
than prawns. · · · · 

Wl1en there is too much r;:i.i n, the prawns go out 
to sea; during the dry weather, the .prawnsi whi6h lead 
a life riearly as mysterious as Hilton's, were so few 
that my friend was reduced to selling gummy shark fro~ 
door to door as deep-sea mulloway. This, Hilton cot~plained, 
was not only disho~est, but sh~er ruin, because gummy 
shark was bringing 3/- a pound in the markets and the 
best whiting only 3~. · - • _ 

So he is now back on the river, put-putting 
up and down in the hou·rs before dawn and being soundly 
cursed by citizens who value their sleep. · 

Hi 1 ton and I cemented a life-long friendsl1i p 
when, years ago, he helped me buy a cart. There were 
all kinds of carts, vans, and sulkies standing ~heel to 
wheel in a vast shed with one ancient rnan in charge. 'The 
ancient swore that each vehicle was as firm as a rock. 
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Hilton would test the statem~nt by seizing the 
cart in his powerful hands - he is ove~ 6 ft. tall -
and shaking it violently. If it fell to piece& 1 we moved 
on to the next. I could not enough admire his cool 
determination, but the vendor was pleased to see us go. 

Without wishing to be too antisocial 1 I hop~ 
that I do not spoil Hilton's luck by saying that he has 
never been caught. He has lost nets and gear - confiscated 
because his trawler was in forbidden grounds - but 
he always manages to tip his catch overboard and destroy 
the evidence. 

One of Hilton's mates has run up fines totalling 
more than £1,000 and is just about to go into gaol to 
"cut them out 11 • This mate is l1appy in his belief that 
you cannot be arrested twice in the same day for the 
same offence. So whenever he is caught trawling in 
closed waters lie goes straight out and does another trawl. 

Knowing that Hilton had the ideal temperament 
for a prawn burglar, I was not concerned about him, but 
I did feel some anxiety for his charming wife and daughter. 
Foolisl'1ly, I as ked him if he tl'"10ught it was worth tl1e 
worry. 

"I' m doing more to preserve those prawns 
than the fisheries 1 " Hilton declared, itin fact, come to 
thinK of it 1 I'm a public benefactor. 

"If me and my ma tes let up wl1ile ttie river's 
closed, the bottom would silt up. The prawns like a 
clean bottom, and wi t h all the mud that pours into that 
river you've got to keep scraping the bottom. Next 
year's prawns are in the mud now. 

''It's li Lce a farmer ploughing his fields. 
He can't afford to lay off. 

"I'm for the preservation of prawns 11 
9 he 

added· warmly, 1'I' ve seen buckets of them too little 
to be good~ even for bait, killed and thrown away. 
It's the sma 11-me sh nets t l1ey use. Nie and my mates 
make . our own nets with a bigger me sh. Then we don't 
have to go to the trouble of picking over baskets full 
of measly little prawns. 
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"The fisheries" - Hilton spoke bitterly of the 
fisheries, their inspectors,--. their ignorance of crustaceae 
in general, and of p;rawns in .particular. - "Let them make 
a big rriesl1· compulsory _ and - they' 1). . really be doing some­
thing useful. 11 

B~nt on pres~rving the prawn for posterity, 
Mr. Clive Evatt was . the first to decree that waters 
above the harbour bridge were closed waters. His 
successors compromised by an elaborate system of opening 
the ri~er or parts of it at certain times of the year. 

The closure of the . waters created that confusion 
observable when natives are driven from the hunting 
grounds of their forefatl1er s. custom and i nter:ninable 
sgtiabbling had settled certain stretches of river as the 
perguisi te cf the Italians; other areas belonged to the 
Greeks; and the nwhite rrien 11 (Hiltcn'a phrase) had their 
own grounds rese~'.'ved for thei.r praw:i_ing, 'i'hey left each 
other sevsr ~lj alone. 

With the closing of the river all was confusion. 
The Grirnks encroac.ied on the grounds of. tl1e Italians, 
and tl1e Italian2 tre2passed on the "white rnen°, who 
fished all ove r the place. 

Strong words and blows were exchanged. Gone 
was the peace when, in the first ligl1 t, the prawns rose 
from the mud and tne trmvlers came out in the calm to 
sweep their mile-long trawl~ng run. · 

Having sunk their money in boats suited to the 
estuaries, the fishermen 9ould not go elsewhere. They 
were outlaws. 

Wheteas before they had nothing to dodge , but . 
tl1e 'I'axation DepartG1ent, they r:nust now run tl1e gauntlet 
of virtuous observers ashore who rang the police at the 
first furtive Pevving of engine1;, ., Police boats ranged 
up beside them with lights and questions, inspectors 
pounced as they brought their catches ashore. · 

So involved did I become in the fortunes of 
Hilton arid l1is mates tha~ I entered the -Fisheries 
Department - but not without private fears should I ; b'e 
fi lGC away in a bass_:_.i,~~ 1Jn+,;_ 1 I di vulr.r9rj the address 
of my· friend: .. c:-:.ton. , Was ·r aL .::CC'"".880r -y . . 8.i'ter the fact'? 
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MY trepidation was lulled by the courtesy 
with whicl1 I was received, and the enquiry wlrnther I 
would like a newspapei to read ·while I wait_ed. Presently 
the discreet footsteps of those carrying teacups died 
away down tl'le blac~ and white .mi:;rble corridors 9 the 
bustle of mid-morning refreshment was over and it was 
indicated tl'lat I might appro'ach tl1.e greater ones. 

This time the courtesy was tem·_pered by a 
certain fretfulness. if the Parra~atta River .rose and 
became dry land, I was giyen to understand, it would 
be a relief to all par4ies. 

11 01'1, we keep after them", a senior off icer 
assured me. 11 The water police co-operate; we confiscate 
hundreds of nets. 

"Personally I wouldn't eat a prawn that came 
out of the Parramatta River. I took home a few from a 
catch we confiscated the other week. I boiled them and, 
believe me 9 those prawns tasted of tar. There's the 
effluent from the factories, the run~off from the roads, 

. the drains - the pollution in fact. We are taking steps 
to deal with it. 

"You can say that vv e l1ave the matter in l'land. 
First we must decide what degree of pollution is normal 
and then there is tne question of sending men up the 
drains to track down the sotirces. Also there is the 
co-operation of all authorities with control of the 
foresll.ores. Now, does that cover wl1at you want to know?" 

I said hurnbly that I could see w\1y they had 
closed the river • . 

"It's open between September and April, 11 ,the 
official said. 

This was ~oing to be a blow to some of Hilton's 
mates who, on principle, never worK any but closed•waters. 
("'rhey tl1ink it better 11

, Hilton had said austerely.) 

I would have liked to ask about the two fisheries 
inspectors who had come down one nigl1:t and 9 finding a 
cart belonging to a fisl'lerman, had unharnessed the t1orse 
and harnessed it . again with it~ head facing tciwards the 
cart. Light touches such as that so relieve the strain 
of incessant strife. 
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"There is a regulation against noisy mufflers 11
, 

my informant continued. "We can get tl1em on that. And 
then, too, we can prosecute on anotl1er regulation against 
unnecessary noise. · Any fisherman between sunset _and 
dawn - wait a minute, I have the regulation here, I can 
give you the n~mb~r - shouting, siriging, or calling out 
is committing an offence. ;r 

I ·'tt1ought of tlie lady on the Drummoyne shore , _ . 
who had said: ·11 There' s one Greek who comes past here about ·' 
four int he morning - and what a voice! He has one of those 
magnifi cet1t baritones they let loose in operas . in other 
countries. He can wake me 11

, sl1e added dreamily, 11 any time". 

11 They shout and use bad language", the fisheries 
man said grimly. 

I ·asked if Hilton was rigl1t in thinking that 
nothing was known of the life cycle of the prawn. 

· 
11 we have a man - a scientist - working on that 

now - full time 11
• The office:r impressively waved a set 

of papers. 11 Here are whole lists of questions we want 
answered _about the prawn'·s habits. Where do they br~ed? 
What do they feed on'? Dis eases of prawns". He read 
out a long list. "You see? ·until we know more ··we cannot 
proceed with any certainty11 • 

· :t made a mistake. 11 one of Hilton's friends 1' 

I said, "wtien taken red-handed in his prawn...:burgling, ' 
always goes out and does ariother trawl. He says he. danriot 
be prosecuted for the same offence twice in one day". 

I do not Knbw how I got but of the Fisheri~s 
alive. I must send word that Hilton's mate is labouring. 
under a delusion~ 

MY curiosity on tq.e subject of prawns being far . 
from sated, I rang Mr. Pranlt' MCNiell, who is tl1e · Australi .an 
Museum's authority on crustaceae. 

"Oh, yes", he said, 11 sci .entists here have 
traced· the li:fe eye le of Australian prawns • . The king 
prawn and the· school prawn breed out at sea, the greasy­
back in the estuaries • . Conditions are chaotic because 
the f~sh~rmen are burning the candle at both ends. They 
are f1sh1ng on the breeding grounds put at sea as well . 
as fishing in the est~afl~s · whe~e the piiwns are nurttired 

. . . . . . 
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I gave Hilton the. benefit of my researches. 
11Y_ou don·' t know anything· about prawns, 11 I sa_id. 

Hilton was firm. '''rhe river's th.e best prawn­
ing there is 11 , he · said. · "It only needs a clean bottom -­
and fewer inspectors. 

(Sydn~y Morning H~rnld, _Sydne y , ·_August 22,1953) 

(The reprinting of t his article must not be taken to 
mean that we support l.'Irs. ·Tennant' s vie w.s • . For tunately 
all fisher men are not of Hi .l~on's type - Ed.) 

rt saves waste, and tl1e LarB!F ]'.ies "t1_Lea~ 
more for tomorrow 

we have received the following comments from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fi sheries on the article 
in our issue of August 8th which desc~ibed the use by 
Northern Trawl ers Ltd., Gri msby, of 5ij"in. mesl1 cod-ends 
on their trawlers fishing at Bear Island in June of this 
-year. 

(Readers wi l l recall that . these _exper i ments 
were sai d to be a great succe s s; not only did the trawlers 
have good catches, but their dec ks did not become 
clutt ered up with unsaleable small fish. ) 

The J,,i inistry h.as advocated the use of larger 
meshed trawls for the North Sea since the early 30 1 s 
and for distant wate r s since 1949. As the ne w. mesh 
re gulations _come into oper ation in April, 1954~ it is 
most. encouraging to l earn that some in the indus try have 
anticipated that date and are already using a large 
cod-end mesh with considerable advantage. ·:rhe consistent­
ly good fishing by Northern Trawlers during the recent 
June fishing at Bear Island demonstr.ates the value of the 
large mesh in terms of weight of fish caught. 

In comparison with the 11Qmm. mesh to be 
introduced next April flax cod-ends used by Northern 
Trawlers were 124.6mm. -Since N6vember, ·1949, the Ministry's 
researc h vessel "Ernest Holt'' has been usi ng 110mn:i. cod.-; enda 
of manila 50's 4 strand t wine, ·with complete success; the 
nets have withstood the lifting of 80-100 bas ke t hauls as 
one bag. It is necessary to note that a large mesh 
requires a tl1icker twine in order to obta i n the same 
strength as .a smaller mesh. 
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Several Benefits 

There are several benefit~ to be derived from 
the use of a large cod-end mesh. Small fish 9 whether 
below the s·ize limit or unsaleable, pass tl1r'ougl1 the 
mesl1 and escape. · Tllus tl1e cat-cl'l of sucl1 a net does not 
require so much sorting . . Furthermore, experiertce gained 
from many comparisons of nets of different sized mesh 
indicates that, especially under l'leavy fishi l~g conditions, 
more of the larger fish are caught and retained by tl'le larger 
meshed net. This would ap~ly esyecially at B~ar I~land 
in June, and anywhere ·else where heavy catches are talcen 
of a rather small run of fish. •r11e 11 Ernest Hal t 11 has 
had evidence on seieral occasions since 1949 that she 
has been more heav'i ly fi sl-ied tt1an c_ommer ci al trawlers 
fishing the same· grounds with tl1e normal cod-end mesl1. 

waste Avoided -------
·rt1e specification of the ·"Ernest Holt' sir trawl 

was circulated to the industry. One commercial SKipper 
who used such a net objected to the large size of the 
haddocks seen escaping from the cod-end. However, from 
8 baskets of haddocl,c tak.en fron1 a haul in tlrn Eastern 
Barents Sea by tlie "Ernest Holt" using her standard ·-110mm. 
mesh, only 3 baskets of saleable haddock were obtained, 
showing that even mesh of this size retains haddock too 
small to sell. 

During June, 1952, when she was fishing and 
marking fish at Bear-Island, more than 50 per cent. of the 
"Ernest Holt' s 11 catcl1 was below marketable size, whilst 
commercial trawlers had to reject more tl1an 80 per cent. 
of their day's catch. Rejection of unsaleable fish is 
normal at Bear Island in June, and it was estimated that 
the amount of small codling "dumped" dead d11ring the 
1'Ernest Holt I s 11 stay tl1:ere in June, 1952, would l1ave filled . 
between 70 and 80 trawlers of average size and reprSsented 
approximately 15,000 tons on that one ground alone. 

"More for Tomorrow". 

rt must be emphasised that these small fish were 
not below tl1e present legal . minimum of 30cms. ( 11 ¾11 ) 

for cod. · The demand for S(t1all fisl1 at the main distant­
water , ports of Hull ~nd Grimsby is su~h that the rijection 
point va~ies between 19 in. and 22 in. - from 48-55c~s. 
If this is the self-imposed size limit of the Humber ports, · 
the new 110mm. mesh will certainly help trawlers to obtain 
such fish with a greatly redurpf ~estruction of fish too 
small to ~~11. These will then be free to grow to~ 
respectable size for the morrow. 

(
1'Tl1e Fishing Newsd, London, August 29, 1953) 



DO -Y~OU l{NOW 
that last year the crayfish industry brought nearly 
3,000,000 American dollars to Australia and ranked 
second only to wo?l as a dollar-earner? 

The seas near Rottnest teem with dollars because 
the reefs around the island are crayfish nurseries. The 
taking of young crays from these reefs can only result 

\ in the depletion of marketable crays all along our coast 
and a big loss of vi_tal . American dolla~s. 

YOU TOO CAN BECOME A DOLLAR EARNER 
for Australia by observing the Fisheries Department's 
regulations . wl'J_ich say:-

(a) That nobody. shall u~e more than two cray- · 
pots anywhere within one mile of Rott-nest. 

(b) That crayfish with spawn attached must not 
be taken by any means. If any of these 
happen to find their way into your pot they 
must be returned to the sea ipimediately. 

(c) That all .crayfish taken must equal or exceed 
the legal minimum size of 2¾in. measured from 
the base of the horns 'to the end of the carap~ce 
or body. 

Will you play your part by carefully observing these. 
regulations? They have been designed to conserve one 
of our finest natural resources and largest dollar 
earners. 

There are severe penalties for breaches! 

68261/ 8/ 53- :m. 

A . . J. FRASER, 

Superintendent of Fisheries. 
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PEMBERTON-WARREN TROUT ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 
No. 1 ACCOUNT 

RBCEIPT:S 
Government Gra.nt 
"Fish Sales . . 
.Freight Recoup . . 
·Travelling Recoup 
.Sa.le of Wire . . . . 
Recoup of Wages: 

Ex No. 2 Account 
Insurance . . . . . . 

-Percentage of Admissions 

14 .7 0 
7 19 6 

1000 0 0 
1523 13 4 

2 3 0 
16 2 0 
14 6 0 

22 6 6 
78 16 0 

£2667 4 10 
:.Ba.lance of ;expenditure over IBeeelptl 384 18 9 

£3042 3 7 

EXPENDITURE 
Wages ..... . .. .. . . . . 
Transport of Fish . . . . 
Manager ' s Travelling . . 
Fish Food .. .. ... .... . . . 
Llght-,S.E.-0. . . 
Insurance . . . . .· . . . . . . . 
Clerical . . . . 
Telephone . . . . . . . . 
Stationery and Printing 
Advertising . . 
Postage and Duty . . . . 
Cartage a.nd Freight . . . . 
Maintenance of Ponds .. 
Rea.ring Ponds (construct) 
Hatchery Ma.intena.nce 
Sundries . . . . 
Petty :Ca.sh . . 
Sanitary .. 
Equipment 
Rent: 

National Park ·10 O 0 
P.W.D. . . . . . . 20 0 0 

State Council Levy 
Bank Charges 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
PROPAGATION ACCOUNT 

LIABILITIES 
.Ba.la.nee owing to P.W.D . 
. Sundry Creditors . . . . 
·water Rates to Swimming 

Pool Board . . . . . . . . 
:Portion of Govt. Gra.nt to 

No. 2 Account . . . . 
.!M. E. Jackson . . . . 
Outstanding Cheques: 

J. ·Sherrington . . . . 6 19 6 
E. J. Hawke . . . . 1 10 0 

277 1 11 
91 11 10 

12 0 -0 

60 0 0 
9 9 0 

8 9 6 

ASSE'l\S 
Bala.nee in Current Account 

with R. & I. Bank . . . . 
Fixed Deposit . . 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . 
New Ponds a.nd Pipe Line 
Old Pond.s . . . . 648 0 0 

Depreciation . . 64 16 O 

Buildings . . . . . . 
Depreciation . . 

Furniture . . . . . . . . 

147 8 0 
3 6 1 

:13a.lance Assets over LlabilitJea 
448 12 3 Depreciation .. 

122 13 1 
9 3 11 

8826 11 7 

£7276 3 ·10 

Plant and Equipment 
Depreciation .. 

Boat Shed ... . .• . . 
Depreciation .. 

359 13 7 
44 19 2 

93 18 8 
4 13 11 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 
No. 2 ACCOUNT 

:Brochures 
. Donations : 

J. E . Watson .. 
Tourist Omnibus 
S. E. Young .. 

I!IDCEIPT-9 

C. A. Glew .. 
Manjimup Cycle Club 
F . E. E'dmondsory .. 
Anonymous .... . . 

. Admissions . . . . 
"Licences . . . . . . . . 
Fish Sales (Contra) . . 
Curator's Vehicle Repayments 

·Camp Site . .. . ..... . 
·rnterest on Fixed Deposit . . 

1 0 6 
6 16 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
2 1 . 6 
1 1 0 
3 19 0 

200 14 0 

1-6 18 0 
322 10 0 

57 18 0 
16 0 0 

128 0 0 
7 0 0 
2 14 6 

•£749 14 6 

EXPENDITURE 
Travelling .. 
W,a,ges . . . . . ... 
Sanitary . . . . . . 
Entertainment . . 
Curator's Vehicle 
Fish Purchases .. 
Camp Site Wages 
Printing . . . . 
Planting Fis)l 
Boat Purchase . . 
Stationery . . 
Advertising .. 
Deposit on Cottage . . 
Furniture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Admissions transferred to ·No. 1 A/ c. 
Bank Charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

B8 la.nce Receipts over Expenditure 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
No. 2 ACCOUNT 

LIABI'LITIES 
·Ba.la.nee Owing on •Purchase of Honse 

from G. F , Lunn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390 O 0 
.Ba.lance of Assets over L!&bilities . . . . 991 12 9 

£1381 12 9 

ASSETS 
Ca.sh on Ha.nd, Ba.lance in Current Ac-

count 'With R. & I. Bank 
Anglers Cottage . . . . 
Furniture . . . . . . . . . . 
Boat a.nd Oars .. 
Government Grant 
Sundry De!btors .. 

1646 0 0 
26 8 6 

264 4 1 
262 7 2 
14 '16 6 
21 2 6 
23 3 0 
16 7 10 
55 13 11 
56 2 1 

8 11 4 
28 3 9 

143 6 0 
296 8 ll 

2 3 6 
84 1 4 

3 6 
7 11 8 

178 9 10 

30 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

£3042 3 7 

224 1 3 
90 0 0 

416 14 0 
6299 14 4 

683 4 0 

144 1 11 

113 9 2 

314 14 6 

89 4 9 

£7275 3 ·10 

17 ·11 
64 16 1 

6 11 11) 
20 14 0 
21 6 6 

126 0 0 
22 10 0 

2 9 3 
16 2 0 
41 5 ·6 

16 7 
2 0 6 

100 0 0 
69 17 6 
78 15 0 

-1 0 0 
---

674 2 8 
'176 11 10 

£749 14 -6 

656 4 10 
490 0 0 

69 17 6 
41 6 6 
50 0 0 

174 4 11 

!£1381 12 9 

. .Audited and found correct: 
G. B. TODD, Auditor, 
N, W. MAB.TIN, Hon. Seo,/7'raasurer. 

NOTE.-Licences for a.n a.mount of £8 / 8/ - not received 
until e.fter the 30/ 6/53 and not included l.n 
receipts . 

,. 
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PEMBERTO!N-WA,RREN TROUT 
ACC.LIMATISATl·O-N SOCIE,TY 
TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 

TO 30th JUNE, 1953. 
As in other years, the "Times" publishes the annual report of the Pemberton-Warren Trout 

Acclimatisation Society, realising that the stocking of the rivers of the South West with trout i1 
of wide interest. 

The highlights have been: 
( 1) The opening of the new 

series of rearing ponds in Na­
tional Park and their ultimate 
success in operation, 

(2) The "take" of a million 
eggs from a thousand domestic 
rainbow, 

(3) The success of the trans­
port unit and distribution 
scheme taking large bulk par­
cels to distribution centres; 

(4) The launching of the 
"Fish for the Inland" scheme, 
and 

(5) The export of 90,000 
rainbow ova to Victoria as a 
gift in return for those sent to 
Western Australia in 1930-1931. 

Rearing Ponds 
A new series of eight rearing 

ponds were opened on Septem­
ber 6 by the then Minister for 
Fisheries, Mr. V. A. Abbott, a 
function that proved to be very 
successful and added consider­
ably to the prestige of the soci­
ety. The tremendous effort put 
into this project by the council 
and staff has been well justi­
fied. After the opening:, six of 
the eight ponds were planted 
down with 50,000 rainbow fry . 
Two ponds were heavily stock­
ed with up to 80,000, partly 
because we had more fry than 
could be accommodated, and 
partly because we were anxious 
to know the top limit of their 
holding capacity. 

The first year's objective was 
not to obtain high growth rates, 
but rather to see how economi­
cally a reasonable type of fin­
gerling could be produced. The 
aim was the maximum results 
with a minimum of labour 
costs. No cleaning of ponds was 
undertaken, the bottoms were 
not cleaned for the whole sea­
son. The eddying motion in the 
circular ponds concentrated 
wastes in the centre and at 
about three-monthly periods, 
the grilles were lifted slightly 
and it then washed through 
into the drainage system. Feed­
ing costs had worked out much 

better than hoped; this was 
indicated by the fact that costs 
of feed had only risen by £64 
for the production of an addi­
tional 130,000 advanced flnger­
lings, due largely to the con­
tinued co-operation ~f Robb's 
Jetty meat works. No grading 
was attempted so that losses 

Few hatcheries in the world 
have been successful by this 
method. Had it not succeeded 
it is very doubtful whether we 
would have been able to main­
tain an adequate supply o:f 
trout for Western Australia, as 
the trapping of wild fish had 
only met with limited success. 

Trout men, Messrs. Glew, Simpson, Shoobridge and Kelly, 
unload ova at the airport for despatch to Eastern States, 

were high, but not so high as 
to warrant additional labour in 
this operation. 

The new outfit has "operated 
on an additional labour cost of 
one and a half man hours per 
day. The stock was thinned 
down in December a:p.d again 
in May. 

Ova 
The "take" of a million ova 

from the thousand rainbow 
females held in the ponds was 
an achievement, the signifi­
cance of which may not be 
readily appreciated by the lay­
man. 

The actual "take" amounted 
to 1,023,000 rainbows and 
30,780 browns, and these con­
stituted a serious embarrass­
ment as the hatchery provi­
sions and equipment had only 
been designed to hold half a 
million eggs. However, after 
battling for many years to 
secure the greatest quantity of 
eggs possible, nobody had the 
heart to dispose of any surplus 
and emergency equipment was 
pressed into use and the staff 
had a busy time under difficult 
conditions . 



Distribution 
With the surplus of half a 

million fry which could not be 
accommodated for more than a 
few weeks, it was essential that 
as many as possible should be 
distributed before overcrowd­
ing caused trouble. 

An advertising campaign, 
broadcast talks, and other pub­
licity brought a ready response, 
particularly from the Great 
Southern area, where sales of 
336,000 were effected. All of 
these were picked up at the 
hatchery by the purchasers, 
and in order to clear the sur­
plus a bonus parcel of 2,000 was 
given away with each 1,000 
purchases. Most purchasers 
appear - to have had little 
trouble in transport, excepting 
where dirty containers preju­
diced operations. One parcel 
was successfully taken to 
Ravensthorpe after being 14 
hours on the road. The bulk 
delivery of 80,000 to Perth, for 
the convenience of purchasers 
further north, worked out re­
markably well for a first at­
tempt. 

Neither the transport opera­
tors, nor the buyers knew quite 
what to expect, but everybody 
entered into the spirit of the 
experiment, which was not 
without some humour. One 
party turned up with a petrol 
tank from a Dodge car of 1910 
vintage to convey their fish, 
while .another brought two 
pickle jars for 1,000 fry. All 
got some fish, and we hope 
some were safely planted in the 
waters of these enthusiastic 
people. The second parcel of 
124,400 fingerlings was distri­
buted in December, and these 
went to the Great Southern 
areas, Mount Barker, Kojonup, 
Pingelly and Beverley being 
selected as distribution centres. 
The bulk transport unit which 
had been evolved was able to 
move 20,000 without difficulty. 
Road boards and private indi­
viduals co-operated splendidly, 
in opening up this new opera­
tion. 

There was one tragedy with 
the parcel that went to -Bever­
ley. The unit relied entirely on 
the continuous operation of a 
1 h.p. engine and once this 
broke down, nothing could save 
the concentration of fish in the 
tank. A big loss of fish was only 
a minor matter compared with 
the inconvenience which it 
caused the purchasers who had 
come for many miles to collect 
their trout at Beverley. It was 
then decided that no future 
distributions of this nature 
would be made unless a dupli­
cate engine could be carried. 
The third distribution was of 
33,500 advanced fingerlings in 

May. At this time priority was 
given to registered societies to 
stock their particular areas. A 
total of 40,000 was offered, but 
this was more than the soci­
eties could absorb, and the bal­
ance was offered to private 
buyers in the coastal areas. 

Means of distributing large 
quantities of trout over large 
areas had presented a real 
problem and it looked at one 
stage as though transport 
might be the limiting factor in 
production. However, the Fish­
eries Department came to the 
rescue and took a considerable 
load from the society, and it 
made it possible for people hav­
ing small areas of water 
throughout the State to try out 
a few trout. 

Summa.ry: Sale Of Fry 
And Fingerlings 

Fry in August to September, 
1952: 

To private buyers .. . . 276,000 
To Societies . . .. 66,000 

Total . . . . . . . . .. .. 342,000 

Fingerlings, Nov. to Dec., 1952: 
Pemberton . . . . .. .. . . . . 8,000 
Harvey .. __ 24,400 
Murray . . . _ .. . . . . _.. 20,000 
Pingelly .. . . .. . . . . .. . . 20,000 
Kojonup .. . . . . .. .. 20,000 
Mount Barker .. .. .. 20,000 
Beverley (lost in tran-

sit) .. .. .. .. .. .. 12,000 

Total 

Advanced Fingerlings, 
and May, 1953: 

Blackwood _ 
Murray .. __ .. 
Serpentine - Jarrahdale 
Gingin .. 
Harvey ........ .... . . 
Pemberton-Warren 

Total . 

124,400 

April 

11,500 
5,000 
5,000 
4,000 
4,000 
4,000 

33,500 

Fish For The Inland 
When the advertising of the 

surplus of fry took place last 
August, the tremendous re­
sponse from the Great South­
ern areas took us by surprise. 

The dams of the Great 
Southern had never been look­
ed upon as potential trout 
waters. The experiments by Mr. 
J. Hudd-leton, of Katanning, 
showed that the trout could 
thrive in the comparatively 
impure waters of the dams and 
pools further inland. While 
they · contained a certain 
amount of salt, no other lethal 
chemicals appeared to be pre­
sent. The tremendously high 
food values suggested that high 
growth rates could be expected 
if the temperatures and oxygen 
factors would sustain trout. 

The Superintendent of Fish­
eries, Mr. A. J. Fraser, and the 
writer, felt that it would be 
wise to make a tour of that 
area and ascertain the poten­
tial, and endeavour to clear up 
any misconceptions that might 
exist. The visit left the impres­
sion that there were thousands 
of acres of water which would 
hold good trout provided own-

. ers would undertake stocking 
and re-stocking, as natural re­
production seemed unlikely. 
The best results to date have 
been reported from Mr. R. 
Abbey, of Beverley, who took 
delivery of some· fry in August 
from the bulk delivery to Perth, 
and planted them in a virgin 
dam. In May he secured a 
number of young rainbows 
from his overflow which were 
6 inches long and in very good 
condition. 

Much has yet to be learned 
about trout in these waters. 
The policy for the moment is 
to plant wherever owners are 
prepared to make the experi­
ment and to await results. 
Sooner or later the limit of 
tolerance of the rainbows un­
der these conditions will be­
come known. 
A Gift Returned 

In 1930-31 the Victorian 
Government through the good 
offices of the then Chief In­
spector of Fisheries, Mr. F. 
Lewis, made a gift of 100,000 
ova to the Parents and Citi­
zens' Association to assist Mr. 
C. A. Glew in his experiments 
in establishing trout. 

Much has happened in trout 
acclimatisation in Western 
Australia since then, and when 
last year it was evident that 
we would have a surplus of ova 
each year from then on, it 
seemed a good opportunity to 
expand our knowledge to the 
packing of eggs for export. It 
also seemed appropriate that 
we should make a gesture to 
the Victorian Government in 
return for their early assist­
ance. Mr. A. Dunbavin Butch­
er, Director of Fisheries in 
Victoria, was happy to co­
operate and undertook to hatch 
West Australian ova under the 
conditions of their new hatch­
ery at Snob's Creek. 

This operation is just about 
to take place as this report is 
being written, but the Society 
looks forward to good results 
from its first effort at export­
ing trout ova. 

Staff 
During the year no major 

changes have taken place. Mr. 
Frank Shoobridge had proved 
himself capable of taking over 
the full responsibility fo1• 
hatchery worlc and his status 
hatchery manager. Mr. Vic 
has been increased to that of 

Rowe has assisted him in a 
very capable manner through­
out the year and during 1952 
hatch assistance had been 
given by the Fisheries Depart­
ment in making Mr. J. Simp­
son and Cadet B. Carmichael 
available. 
Angling 

It has been extremely diffi­
cult to get a picture of the 
number of trout actually 
caught and what is happening 
in the stream. The success of 
the creel census by means of a 
report sheet was not repeated 
this year and many anglers 
who must have caught trout 
did not return a record. Such 
figures that are available are 
as follows: 

1951-2 1952-3 
Licences . . 
Reports returned 
Total trout re-

150 130 
40 26 

ported . . . . . 287 454 
The 454 recorded no doubt 

includes the best catches; how 
many the other 104 licence 
holders caught can only be 
guessed. 

There is little doubt that a 
great proportion of the in -
crease was due to the experi­
mental planting of some 
mature fish, but there is no 
indication of the numbers. 
The original idea was to tag 
all fish released in the hope 
that anglers would return the 
tags. This, however, went 
astray with the failure of the 
belly tagging method. It is 
evident the few that survived 
had an effect on the anglers' 
catch, and it is hoped that in 
the coming season the lesson 
learned will be turned to good 
advantage. 

It is unfortunate that some 
form of sub-committee or club 
could not take over the angling 
side of the Society's activities . 
It is quite apparent from the 
magnitude of the propagation 

side that the main executive 
officers cannot give much time 
to devote to the angling side, 
and a great opportunity is be­
ing lost. There is a need for a 
sound stream policy, but our 
knowledge of what is happen­
ing in face of stocking is very 
limited. There is no denying 
that the first flush of fishing 
had passed and indications are 
that the planting of larger 
trout is the best means of 
maintaining a fishable popu­
lation. 
Finance 

In spite of heavy expendi­
ture and increased activity, the 
Society has been able to meet 
its costs; the credit balance in 
the propagation account has 
fallen from £533 to £224, but 
this difference is mainly made 
up in the deficit in the new 
ponds and installation of 
capital plant, such as the new 
auxiliary pipe line to the 
hatchery. There 1s still £202 
owing to the Public Works De­
partment on ponds, but it is 
hoped to clear this in the com­
ing year. This will bring the 
total capital cost on the rear­
ing ponds to £557!3; of this 
£4900 was a capital grant from 
the Government and the bal­
ance of £675 has been found 
from the Society's own run­
ning costs. 

A gratifying feature of the 
year was the revenue from 
sales of fish, which reached the 
figure of £1523. In addition to 
this, trout to the value of 
£1600 have been given away. 
With continually rising costs 
it will be necessary to sell at 
least £1500 worth of trout each 
year if the present scale of 
operations is to be maintained. 
The largest proportion of sale 
have gone to private pur­
chasers, which has entailed a 
tremendous amount of organ­
isation and correspondence. 

0 

In the domestic account,. 
good earnings from admissions 
to visitors to the ponds and 
· sales of brochures has been 
maintained at £522, licence 
revenue has been almost the­
same as last year, £47 to £46. 
The decision to invest some! 
funds from these scources ac­
cumulated over the past few· 
years in an angling camp 
should provide a further source 
of revenue and at the same 
time provide a valuable service 
to the community. 

Appreciation 
The goodwill of the com-­

munity towards the Society 
continues to be apparent in 
many directions. · 

Fortunately it was not so 
necessary to draw on this as 
was the case ih the past. The 
Society's operations were be­
coming more stable and self . 
supporting ; there was less ne­
cessity to draw on voluntary 
labour as far as actual work 
was concerned, but there was 
still an increasing responsibil­
ity in administration which 
fell on the executive officers . 
In this regard, the writer is. 
particularly grateful to Mr. N. 
Martin as secretary and to Mr. 
J. Grosser as vice-president for 
their valuable work during the 
year . 

Some concern was felt as to 
the added cost of feeding the­
large stocks in the new ponds, 
but the excellent co-operation 
from Messrs. Thomson Bros .. 
Messrs. Sherringtons and W.A. 
Meat Works, Robb's Jetty, and. 
ow· friends in the Fisheries. 
Department had made it poss­
ible to meet this difficulty. 
Our appreciation goes to these 
people and many others who 
have helped us during the past­
year. 

A. R. KELLY, 
President .. 


