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. The Mo.:nager of ona fishing ·company also c:ti-ticis8d a 
r9ported. statement thq, t big o;r:-d srs for Snarlt Bay snapp 9r mignt ;' be 
obtainsd :from ov ars8a s buy3~s. ·rt ·was pcint3d '0ut that W9s·tetrr ·:·: 
Australia importsd. a ·oons id'e r tib::_l_ 9_· quo.r\.tity of Hong Kcmg snapp~r ,:, _ ., 
at 2/S p ·9r :1.b.; a price , w¼~.l ,b;"lo•i!i the mi,n,i~mrµ at whicJ:i Shark Bay·· 
sno.pp -,r is sold. It w,ou:}.d h 'j ' •harcl- 'fo ±ma-gj_ne our· compltre.t:ffely 'mgh:Ly 
priced fish se1ling in th8; f i erc B comp2titinn of intGrnationa2 mark9ts 
against :rtsh caught and prOC8:SS ,d by countri ~s. ~Tith ch8ap8r labour. 
Th•3" qua1i~y of our fish ne 9ds to 1n abov9 that of' foreign origin if it 

"is to compet8 ' ·~v ::m on th e, :~ocal marlc :;t. Th3 proposal, r 9cord9d on 
pag3 65 of th8 previ0us issu9, to fi1.~_c,t and snap-freeze 1ar c3 
qu antiti ,,s of snapp8r in Sha:r.k Bay for 3a:J.0 dir.3ct to r etai:1.3rs in 
the metropo:Litan arr:Je. , was ha :~J.-=;d as a more promising mov8. A}though 
she may not be able to afford th3 pric 3s paid by h-er counterpart in 
the Unit ed Stc, t3s , the W9st9rn Australian housewife wou1d buy much 
more fish if it w3r9 off8r3d to h,r in an attractive pack of uniform 
qualityo 

Critics of ths pr3ss reports attributed to Mr. McGowan 
hav 3 sugg9st2d it would b 3 b ett3r t o try to rem8dy difficu1ti3s in the 
1ocal mo.rlCGting of fish, o.nd. to attempt to improve, the grading and 
packinG of craytails, b~f ors w?J -,mthus:'; ov'3r what were d9scribed as 
11 highly improba bl ,~ ovsrs c,as ma rk"; ts 11

• 

'l'ROUT DELIVER.I ~S 

Fou~t =:,-m thousand advanc ·3d :fing:;rlings W3re transported 
in plastic bags to trout .soci =d:;i Bs durinc; th<J month, th8 Ras3arch 
Off ic·':l r, Mr. B.K. Bovr,311, has r =,port9d. On 9ach occasion th0 fish 
arriv0d in -sxc ':)11 ,:mt condition and no loss ':lS w-=;r'l sustain3d. Th3 
fish, which W8r3 t ransport '"d by Technical Officer L.G. Smith, wer e 
d.<;liver '!d to Brid.g3town, Harv ey , Dw-allingup , J arrahdaJ.e a nd B-3vc~rl0y .. 

. Hop ':ls in cons c,rva tinnal circles that the Australian 
outlook tovm.rds nature r --J c.; c, rv9s will impr0.v 1 hav-e risen as e. r qsult of 
the decision of ths Australian Academy of Sci~.mbe to s et up a natinnal 
cornmitt9 8 to advise on all aspects of thes 3 r3Serves in al:l. Scat::,s. 

This is not our snapper, but is V8ry simi1ar to na:nnygai. 
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Besmdes the national committee,whioh comprises some of 
Australia's foremost scicmtists, a sub-committee has been appoint8d in 
each State. The members of th9 sub-committee f'or Western Australia 
are -

Dr. W.D.L. Ride, Director of the Western Australian 
Museum, - Chairman; 

Mr. A.J. Fraser, Director of Fisheries; 
Mr·. A.C·. Harris, Cr,nservator of foreDt.a;: 
Dr. A.R. Main, Department of Zoology-, 

University of W.A.; 
Mr. C\A. Gardner, Government Botanist; 
Mr~ rt.D. Royce, Senior Botanist of the Agricul_ture 

Dept.; 
· DN A.R. Wilson, Department of G,e'.)logy-, University of 

W.A. 
Mr. T.A. Cleave, Divisional Surveyor, Lands Department. 

Dr. Ride, who is a paleozoologist, is also a memb<:r of' 
the Austra:Lian Committee. 

DUCK BAND RECOVERIES 

Hereund ':?r are d3tails of furth,3r duck bands returned 
since the pr9vir- us Jist was publishBd in the January issue of this 
Bulletin - Volume VIII, No. 1. As mora than 100 bands have b~Gn 
r,:iturned during the period, spac9 limitations necessitate only sol!n 
black duck bands ·being r '3cord<:d h<:re. Recoveries of grey teal and 
other sp<:cies will appear in the next issue. 

One o;f the more interesting recov9ries was No. 2330, a 
black duck in its fifth year of banding. It had been ringed at 
Cook's Farm, Moora, on February 14, 1954, and was recovered n:?ar 
Cowaramup on January 1, 1959, about 230 miles from its banding site. 
Unfortunately, age of the bird at banding was not established so that 
we cannot say how old it was when shot but, through further recoveries 
of this nature, the res earch programme will ~wentually giv8 us a 
picture of th~ age structure of the duck population. 

Two oth3r recov3ries worth commenting on ware from 
ducks band8d in th9 Dandaragan district on January 6 and 7, 1957. 
The first, No. 6290, was shot mar McAlinden in the Colli9 district 
on F-ebruary 15, 1959; while the second, No. 6298, was only 18 miJ.es 
from its landing site when it was shot a week earlier at Moora. 

Thes 3 two recoveries and that of bands 11 925 and 11 926 
illustrate the impossibil ity of predicting in which direction ducks 
wiJ.l move. The latter W:Jre banded at Coolup in January of this year. 


