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WHALTNG

Writing from Albany, InsPector B.A. Carmlchael
advis:d on August 22, that th2 Cheyns Beach Whaling Company had
dzscidad to ceasz whalc—ch331n6 for a period of two wseks. Up
to that time thz Company had taken 165 whales, 78 were males
and 87 fenalss, and including 6 blue whales. 2 blus whale’
counts as 2% humpbacks, the Company had caught th 2quivalent of
174 humpbacks. They thus needesd two humpbacks te f£i2l this

sar's sxtendad quota. The Company hop=d, Mr., Carmichael said,
that two would bs taken shortly after rasuming opsrations. In
any cas2 the Compeny would continues to oparate on spsrm whales
(of which it has taksn 411 this s= sason) until it becamz un-
scononical to opsrate.

Th“ Nor'Wast Whaling Company, up to \ugust 31, had
taken a total of L77 wha“as, including 6 bluz whales, 1 fln whale
ond 1 spsrm whalze As at ths Albany station, famalss predominated
in thz catch (251 oompared with 226 melzs), but this was not
wusual for that part of the ssason. Thz average length, how-
evar, of approximately 38ft. 9in., was much lowsr than that of
racent years, and was a rathar disturbing sign.

TURTLES

Two local firms this year have sent trial shipments
of frozen turtls msat overssas. -In February six cases, totalling
732 1b,, and in August eight cesszs, totalling 916 1b., wers sent
to.importsrs in London and Hamburg. It is undarstood that one

.. company considered the re-action to thz February consignment was
' not encouraging. - Although reports on tha reception of the August

shipments are not yet to hand, it may reasonably be assumed that
thare will be a2 solid demand 1f the price and qua_lty ars rlght

. Thz flesh of the grsen turtle (‘bhD genus Chelonia is
common on our north-wast coast) has been. a valued dietary item in
many parts of the world for more than a thousand y=ars. Indsed
Pliny, the Roman naturalist and author, mentioned it in his writings
during the first century. It appears to haves bsen first introduc=d
into England as an articisz of food about two hundred years ago, for
the "Gentleman's Magazine", in its issus of August 31, 1753, refers
to it as a rarity.



